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Bu calisma, Arapca egitimi alan llahiyat fakiiltelerindeki hazirlik sinifi 6grencilerinin
o6grenimlerini bitirdikten sonra okudugunu anlamaya yonelik stratejilere ne
6lctide sahip olduklarini belirlemeyi hedeflemistir. Yine cinsiyet, 6grenme yeri
gibi bazi faktorlerin 6grencilerin bu stratejileri kullanma becerileri Gzerindeki
etkisini incelemek de bu calismanin temel hedeflerindendir. Aragtirma, farkli
Universitelerde okuyan 6grenciler arasindan rastgele sekilde secilmis (120) erkek
ve kiz 6grenciden olusan bir drneklem lzerinde gerceklestirilmistir (2023-2024)
Arastirmaci calismanin hedefine ulagmasi adina betimleme ve tahlil yontemini
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kullanmistir. Bu manada 3 alana ayriimis toplam 26 stratejiden olusan ve kademeli bir sistem seklinde olusturulmus bir anket
gelistirilmistir. 1. Okuma 6ncesindeki stratejiler, 2. Okuma sirasindaki stratejiler, 3. Okuma sonrasindaki stratejiler. Calisma
hazirlik sinifi 6grencilerinin okuma 6ncesi ve okuma esnasindaki stratejilerinin okuma sonrasi stratejilerine nisbetle daha
yuksek derecede oldugunu, okuma sonrasi stratejilerinin ise orta diizeyde kaldigini gostermistir. Arastirmada 6rneklemde
yer alan 6grenciler arasinda okuma 6ncesi ve sonrasina dair strateji kullaniminda cinsiyete bagl 6nemli bir istatistiksel fark
olmadigi, ancak okuma sirasindaki strateji kullaniminda kadinlarin lehine olarak cinsiyete bagli bazi farkliliklarin oldugu
gozlemlenmistir. Yer farkliigina (tiniversite) bakildiginda ise 6rneklem icerisindeki 6grencilerin okuma 6ncesi ve sonrasi
strateji kullanim ortalamalari arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir farkin olmadigi fakat okuma sirasindaki stratejilerde
ise bazi farkliliklarin oldugu tespit edilmistir. Sabahattin Zaim Universitesi bu hususta birinci olurken, onu daha sonra
Kocali Universitesi izlemistir. Arastirmada 6gretmenlerin, 8grencilerini dogru 8grenme stratejilerine yénlendirmelerinin
ve bu stratejileri nasil kullanacaklar konusunda onlari egitmelerinin gerekliligiyle birlikte, tim beceriler icin derslerinde
dil 6grenme stratejilerine daha fazla 6nem vermeleri tavsiye edilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Okuma becerisi, islami ilimler Fakiiltesi, Hazirlik yili, Ana dili Arapga olmayan &grenciler, Ogrenme
stratejileri.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to assess the extent to which learners of the Arabic language possess reading comprehension strategies
after completing the preparatory year in Islamic science faculties. It also examined the impact of variables such as
gender and place of study on using these strategies. The research was conducted on a randomly selected sample of 120
university students during the academic year 2023-2024. A descriptive-analytical method was employed to achieve the
study’s objectives, and a questionnaire with a graded scale comprising 26 strategies was developed. These strategies
were categorized into three areas: 1. Pre-reading strategies, 2. During-reading strategies, and 3. post-reading strategies.
The findings revealed that preparatory year students frequently used pre-reading and during-reading strategies but only
moderately used post-reading strategies. No statistically significant differences were found between male and female
students in pre-reading and post-reading strategies, while differences favoring females were observed during-reading
strategies. No significant differences were found between pre-reading and post-reading strategies, regardless of the
place of study. However, differences in during-reading strategies were noted, with Sabahattin Zaim University ranking
first, followed by Kocaeli University. The study recommended that teachers emphasize language learning strategies in
their lessons across all skills, guide students toward effective learning strategies, and train them to utilize them, thereby
empowering them to enhance their reading comprehension skills.

Keywords: Reading skill, School of Islamic Sciences, Preparatory year, Non-native Arabic learners, Learning strategies

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Reading constitutes a fundamental ability for mastering any language. Students learning
Arabic at Turkish faculties of Islamic sciences during their preparatory year must develop
reading skills since they serve as their gateway to religious teachings and academic progression
toward Islamic studies. Instructional programs of these faculties assign utmost importance to
proficient reading skills in Arabic. Despite its essential role in student learning, many students
experience obstacles when developing their Arabic reading abilities. The text comprehension
level displays the most severe difficulties among students. Multiple research findings and the
researcher’s practical experience in Turkish universities determined various sources for the
ongoing reading deficiencies in Arabic texts. Three core factors and a fourth set of external
components impact the difficulty of reading Arabic: first, its complicated nature as a Semitic
language; second, the multiple dimensions of reading skills; and third, the educational practices
of instructors with varying qualifications and teaching approaches. Reading abilities do not
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exist independently within language acquisition because they limit student interaction with
academic manuscripts and religious texts. Pedagogical intervention needs to take place right
away in this particular situation. Effective learning strategies and practical awareness should
be applied to help students develop independence as proficient readers. The most effective
strategy for reading success involves the purposeful deployment of learning methods designed
for reading. Learners use learning strategies as mental tools combined with techniques to
improve their understanding, retention, and problem-solving during the learning process. A
crucial advantage of using reading strategies is that students actively participate in texts while
reading before, during, and after reading to process complicated information better. The field
of modern foreign language education research confirms that students must receive instruction
in this type of strategic skill. The development of communication skills and learner independence
strongly depends on these strategies. Proper application and internalization of reading strategies
will enhance student reading proficiency, leading to higher self-regulation and confidence in
learners. The achievement of this outcome depends on teachers developing a complete
understanding of both strategies and how they apply to educational settings. The current study
investigates the use of reading-specific learning strategies by students enrolled in their
preparatory year at Islamic sciences faculties throughout Turkey. This research investigates
the impact of gender and the university choices students make on their variation of learning
strategies. Several investigations have confirmed that learner strategies react to factors like
age alongside gender and learning stage, personal traits, learning style, motivation level, and
learning goals, among others. The research group included 120 students randomly picked from
preparatory year students during the academic year 2023-2024 before graduation. Most
participants identified as female at 77.5%, while the remaining 22.5% identified as male. The
research participants included students who studied at Marmara University with a proportion
0f'37.5% and groups of 25.8% and 24.2% from Kocaeli University and Sultan Mehmet Fatih
Wagqf University while Sabahattin Zaim University had 12.5% of the participants. For gathering
and processing data, the researcher applied descriptive-analytical methodology that helps find
patterns and relationships within educational environments. The primary data collection tool
used was a questionnaire, which researchers developed and validated with great care. The
questionnaire received its foundational design from two primary sources: the language learning
strategy taxonomy by Oxford (1996) and al-Mhnny’s (2014) framework, which structured the
instrument’s organization plan. The adapted questionnaire included 26 individual strategies
grouped within three reading stages, encompassing pre-reading mental activities that prepare
students for reading tasks, such as activating existing knowledge together with goal-setting
and content prediction activities. When reading, students apply three specific techniques:
questioning, summarizing, and contextual guessing. The reading session ends with post-reading
strategies, including reflective activities and evaluations, which consist of summarization,
conclusion development, and content discussion. The study produced significant findings that
became evident. Students highly utilized pre-reading strategies on a 5-point scale, and their
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average rating reached 3.99, indicating an 80% approval level. The study results demonstrate
that students demonstrate sufficient skills for both mental and emotional preparation before
starting to read a text. Students used during-reading techniques at high levels based on their
3.77 out of 5 ratings, which matched the agreement rate of 75%. The research findings
demonstrated that a few of the methods used at this stage were moderately effective, but most
strategies were underutilized. The different response rates reveal that students may have varying
knowledge or inconsistent practice of beneficial reading approaches. According to survey
results, users applied post-reading strategies to only a modest degree, which yielded 2.92 out
of 5 and achieved 58% agreement. Teaching methods aimed at reviewing and integrating
learned content are a possible cause of the lower performance in these activities. Teachers’
instructional focus on comprehension may lead them to miss the essential final steps of reading
instruction involving reinforcement and integration. Statistical data showed that gender
differences were not found when students employed reading strategies before and after reading.
According to statistical analysis, the reading process showed that females adopted more
strategies at a higher level than males. Research evidence supports that female students show
deeper involvement and stronger self-awareness when performing reading assignments. Pre-
reading and post-reading strategic use between students from different universities remained
statistically equal throughout the study. The students from Sabahattin Zaim University
outperformed Kocaeli University students in terms of strategy utilization during reading. The
research implies that both teaching techniques and faculty development methods in individual
institutions control the effectiveness of reading strategy employment among students. The
differences between institutions require unified teacher education standards and standardized
curricula. Educators need expertise in reading strategy instruction to be effective teachers of
reading strategies and the capability to determine suitable times for introduction and observation
of real-time student implementation. Implementing organized and evidence-based methods
tells students how to handle reading obstacles they experience in Arabic as an external language.
The study generates recommendations that show the path toward additional advancement.
Additional language skills beyond reading combined with investigation into fundamental
variables such as motivation, learning style, task difficulty, and learning goals would improve
future research on reading comprehension in L2 learning. Institutions should provide professional
development workshops to Arabic language educators to teach them specialized learning
approaches while showing them how to assist pupils who experience learning obstacles. The
educational curriculum must integrate systematic reading methods training into its training
system so that pre-reading, during-reading, and post-reading stages receive equal consideration.
Through this study, researchers have uncovered vital information about strategy practices for
reading in Arabic language education among students in Turkish Islamic colleges. This study
creates foundational knowledge to develop better Arabic language teaching methods using
strategic, evidence-based strategies.
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