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Language Acquisition from the Perspective of Cognitive
Linguistics

Summary: There are many theories that have tried to explain the mechanism of language acqui-
sition in individuals, and each theory is distinguished by a special proposal supported by evidence
and proofs; In this context, we find the interest of cognitive linguistics theory in researching the relati-
onship between language, mind and reality, and the attempt of the scholars of this linguistic theory to
explain the process of language acquisition in individuals, by benefiting from the outputs of other
cognitive sciences, such as cognitive psychology, transformational linguistics, neuroscience, and
software. The importance of the research lies in its attempt to provide a new view on the process of
language acquisition in individuals, the surrounding circumstances, and the factors affecting it from
the point of view of cognitive linguistics. Accordingly, the research paper in our hands aims to iden-
tify the cognitive conception of language, and to present a new view proposed by the supporters of
cognitive linguistics to explain the process of language acquisition in the individual, to form - with the
opinions it presents - a distinct linguistic alternative, seeking to create a suitable environment for its
applications in many interdisciplinary studies, and contrary to what we find in previous approaches,
such as the behavioral, structural, or generative transformational approaches. The research will app-
roach the previous ideas based on the mechanisms and principles of the two approaches: historical,
and descriptive-analytical, which are ideal in such research; starting from a basic problem centered on
the following question: How did cognitive linguistics explain the individual's acquisition of language?
To answer this question, the research was built on several basic research elements, starting from defi-
ning cognitive linguistics, and explaining its foundations and importance; then we reviewed - in the
next step, paving the way for what comes after it - the concept of language acquisition, and the factors
that motivate it; relying on the hypothesis that language acquisition is an innate, spontaneous process
that the individual carries out without intention or choice, under the influence of environmental and
biological factors together. Let us enter the most important part of the research, which deals with the
cognitive linguistic interpretation of language acquisition in the individual, and we highlighted in it
the adoption of cognitive linguistics of several concepts that form the basis that explains how langua-
ge and thinking are formed in the human mind, and we mean by them the concepts of: Embodiment,
mental space, schema, category, and prototype. The last element of the research presents the ideas of
some scholars of cognitive linguistics and their view of the individual's acquisition of language, focu-
sing on balancing those ideas with their counterparts in previous theories on the same subject; which
made it possible to stand on the points of distinction that cognitive linguistics raises in this regard. It
was possible to follow the different opinions on the studied subject to reach important results, the
most important of which are: Cognitive linguistics considers language a mental phenomenon and a
cognitive function that must be studied in terms of it being a tool of knowledge and organizing infor-
mation in the mind, and that the process of linguistic acquisition is influenced by the two factors of
"experience and interaction with the environment" that play a role in the development of the indivi-
dual's linguistic abilities; Language acquisition is the result of a combination of the primary brain
structures specific to language, cognitive foundations, and the interaction of all of this with the envi-
ronment, in light of the interconnection of the individual's mental abilities with the organizing com-
ponents of the brain, and the close relationship between language and knowledge. The individual
acquires language by employing mental mechanisms, including: Embodiment, which is the integra-
tion of body and mind, and that the body affects how we understand the world and build our percep-
tions of it, and then express it. In addition to the concept of "mental space", which refers to the tempo-
rary mental structures that we use when thinking, speaking, organizing information and interpreting
it in specific expressive situations. As for the concept of "schema", it indicates that the process of
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acquiring, understanding and employing language is done through mental processes, that is, in the
form of "conceptual structures" formed from a cognitive structure obtained from previous experien-
ces, through which new linguistic statements are understood in their various contexts, based on simi-
lar situations, and with the help of other mental elements such as perception, memory, and imagina-
tion. The concept of "category and prototype " also refers to considering them as two mental classifica-
tion processes that help in acquiring language, through controlling its lexicon, collection, and organi-
zation; however, the concept of prototype in cognitive linguistics is the best example of a specific cate-
gory, and the most accurate and specific of its elements.

Keywords: Language, Acquisition, Linguistics, Cognitive.

Biligsel Dilbilim Perspektifinden Dil Edinimi

Oz: Bireylerin dil edinim stirecini agiklamaya ¢alisan pek ¢ok teori bulunmaktadir ve her bir te-
ori, kanitlarla desteklenen kendine 6zgii bir yaklasim sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, bilissel dilbilim
teorisinin dilin zihin ve gerceklikle iliskisini incelemeye olan ilgisi 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bu teoriyi savu-
nan uzmanlar, dil edinim siirecini agitklamak i¢in biligsel psikoloji, doniisiimsel dilbilim, sinirbilim ve
yazilim gibi diger bilissel bilimlerin bulgularindan faydalanmaya ¢alismaktadir. Arastirmanin énemi,
bilissel dilbilim agisindan bireylerde dil edinimi siirecine, ¢evreleyen kosullara ve onu etkileyen fak-
torlere yeni bir bakis agis1 saglama girisiminde yatmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda, elimizdeki ¢alisma, dilin
biligsel algisin1 anlamay1 ve biligsel dilbilim savunucularinin bireyde dil edinimini ac¢iklamak igin
sunduklar1 yeni bakis agilarin1 sunmay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu bakis agilar1 sunduklar: goriislerle 6nceki
yaklasimlardan davranigsal, yapisal ve doniisiimsel gibi farkli bir dilbilimsel alternatif olusturmay1
hedeflemektedir. Bu alternatif, bircok disiplinler arasi ¢alismada uygulanabilir bir ortam yaratmay1
amaglamaktadir. Arastirma, bu tiir arastirmalarda ideal olan tarihsel ve betimleyici-analitik yaklagim
olmak tizere iki yaklasimin mekanizmalarina ve ilkelerine dayanip su temel soruna odaklanarak 6n-
ceki fikirlere yaklasacaktir: Biligsel dilbilim bireyin dil edinimini nasil agiklamistir? Bu soruyu cevap-
lamak i¢in arastirma, biligsel dilbilimi tanimlamaktan ve temellerini ve 6nemini agiklamaktan baslaya-
rak birka¢ unsur {izerine kurulmustur. Ardindan, dil edinimi kavram1 ve onu tesvik eden faktorler
ele alinmistir. Dil ediniminin birey tarafindan cevresel ve biyolojik faktorlerin etkisiyle, kasith ya da
se¢imsiz olarak gerceklestirilen dogal bir siire¢ olduguna dair bir varsayim temel alinmistir. Arastir-
manin en 6nemli kismina gelindiginde bireyde dil ediniminin biligsel dilbilimsel agiklamasi ele alin-
mistir. Burada, bilissel dilbilimin, dilin ve diisiincenin insan zihninde nasil sekillendigini agiklayan
temel kavramlardan yararlandig1 vurgulanmistir. Bunlar arasinda bedensellesme, zihinsel alan, sema,
kategori ve prototip gibi kavramlar yer almaktadir. Arastirmanin son kisminda ise biligsel dilbilimin
onde gelen isimlerinin dil edinimi hakkindaki goriisleri sunulmus, bu goriisler 6nceki teorilerle karsi-
lagtirilarak biligsel dilbilimin sundugu farkli bakis agilar1 tizerinde durulmustur. Bu sayede, biligsel
dilbilimin bu konudaki sundugu farkliliklar1 belirlemek miimkiin olmustur. Incelenen konu hakkin-
daki farkli goriislerin izlenmesi 6nemli sonuglara ulasilmasin saglamistir. Bunlarin en énemlileri sun-
lardur: Biligsel dilbilim, dili zihinsel bir olgu ve bilissel bir islev olarak kabul eder. Dil, bilgi edinme ve
zihindeki bilgileri diizenleme araci olarak incelenmelidir. Dil edinimi siireci, "deneyim ve cevreyle
etkilesim" faktorlerinin etkisiyle gergeklesir. Bu faktorler, bireyin dilsel yeteneklerinin gelisiminde
onemli bir rol oynar. Dil edinimi, dilin temel beyin yapilariyla biligsel temellerin birlesimi ve tiim bun-
larin gevreyle etkilesimi sonucu olusur. Bu siireg, bireyin zihinsel yeteneklerinin beynin diizenleyici
bilesenleriyle baglantili oldugu ve dil ile bilgi arasindaki siki iliski gercevesinde islemektedir. Birey,
dili zihinsel mekanizmalar1 kullanarak edinir. Bunlardan biri “bedensellesme”dir. Bu kavram beden
ve zihnin entegrasyonunu ifade eder. Beden, diinyay1 nasil anladigimizi ve ona dair algilarimizi nasil
olusturdugumuzu etkiler, dolayisiyla da bu algilar1 ifade etme seklimizi belirler. Ayrica "zihinsel alan”
kavrami; diisiinme, konusma, bilgi diizenleme ve yorumlama sirasinda kullandigimiz gegici zihinsel
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yapilarina isaret eder. Bu yapilar, belirli ifade durumlarinda devreye girer. "Sema" kavramui ise dil
edinimi, anlama ve kullanma siirecinin zihinsel islemler araciligiyla gerceklestigini ifade eder. Yani
onceki deneyimlerden elde edilen bilissel yapilar {izerinden olusan "kavramsal yapilar" olarak yeni
dilsel ifadelerin farkli baglamlarda anlasilmasini saglar. Bu siire¢ benzer durumlar tizerinden yapila-
cak cikarimlar ve algilama, hafiza, hayal giicii gibi zihinsel unsurlarin yardimiyla gerceklesir. “Kate-
gori ve prototip” kavramu ise dilin edinilmesine yardimci olan iki zihinsel siniflandirma siireci olarak
degerlendirilir. Bu islemler dilin so6zliik bilgisini toplama ve diizenleme yoluyla gerceklesir. Biligsel
dilbilimde prototip kavramu, belirli bir kavramlastirmanin en iyi 6rnegini ve bunun unsurlarinin daha
dogru ve ayrintili bir sekilde belirlenmesini ifade eder.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dil, Edinim, Dilbilim, Bilissel.
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