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US Foreign Policy Toward the Middle East Between the Constants of
Continuity and Change Requirements: A Comparative Study of The
Administrations of Bush and Barack Obama

Salim Abdullah MATAR **

Abstract

The concept of change in international politics is problematic on international level,
this confusion is due to the absence of consensus defined by the various ongoing deba-
tes about the nature of the possibilities and consequences of the change in the process
of international relations. Known as “Holsta” Holsti change in foreign policy as a
“modification / sharp substitution patterns of international relations of the country”.
1t is that the dependent variable in this process is the changes in the patterns of foreign
diplomatic relations, cultural, military, trade and economic, and the identification of
new policies in view of the role of external agents within the state, and the intention
of the policy maker in the reformulation of foreign policy, which is expressed restart
foreign policy orientation. It could be argued that in spite of the policies pursued by
successive US presidents toward the Middle East contrast, there is almost a consensus
or agreement on the fundamental interests of the main objectives, which is on the US
foreign policy, must work on the protection and realization. In order to monitor the
dimensions of change and continuity in the orientation of US foreign policy toward the
Middle East for the administration’s (Bush and Barack Obama) comparisons will be
held on the level goals and strategies orientations. These comparisons will continue
to identify and change US foreign policy issues for each of the administration’s (Bush
and Barack Obama). Thus, Research dilemma that can be addressed in the search, is
how much differentiation between the emerging policy of my administration (Bush and
Barack Obama), toward the Middle East and what repercussions it?In order to address
the problem at hand and test the validity of the hypothesis pursued a researcher from
the three-pronged plan.

The first axis: the objectives and strategies for the Departments of Bush and Barack
Obama.

The second axis: foreign policy orientations of the administrations, Bush and Barack
Obama.

The third axis: a comparison between my administration, Bush and Barack Obama, the
level of goals, strategies and trends.

Keywords: Middle East, US foreign policy, Obama administration, fixed and variable.
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1 Holsti, K.J, “The Problem of Change in International Relations Theory”, Working Paper N° 26, Decem-

ber 1998, Institute of International Relations, The University of British Columbia.

2 op. cit.
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Summary

The concept of change in international politics poses a problem in the
field of international relations. This problem is due to the lack of una-
nimity defined by the various discussions on the nature of the possibil-
ities and consequences of change in the process of international rela-
tions.

In this context, Holsti defines the change in foreign policy as “a
sharp modification / change in the patterns of international relations of
a state”. The dependent variable in this process is changes in the pat-
terns of foreign diplomatic, cultural, military, commercial and econom-
ic relations, and the identification of new policies in view of the role of
external agents within the state and the policy maker’s intention to re-
form foreign policy, as reflected in the reorientation of foreign policy.

One of the priorities of every new president is the search for a
change in the choices and priorities adopted by the previous president,
setting his own agenda, to write his page in history, and thus he seeks
to overlook the past and draw the way Towards a better future, but of-
ten this president clashes with facts and their complexity and the time
constraints to accomplish what he wants.

According to the above, the President of the United States of America
and his administration understand that facing important developments in
their external and internal dimensions requires mixing the cards again.
This will inevitably increase the complexity of the situation and make
it difficult for the United States, as an external power, to find the ap-
propriate language and options to confront the emergency situations. Is
compatible with its interests and the interests of its various allies, with
all the contradictions prevailing between these allies, even if they are in
the case of a coalition similar to the Gulf Cooperation Council countries.

To address the complex conditions prevailing in the Middle East,
the question remains: What are the best options the United States can
adopt to achieve its interests and preserve its security, take into account
the interests and aspirations of regional allies and be accepted by other
international powers?
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In order to monitor the dimensions of the constants of continuity
and the requirements for change in the direction of US foreign policy
towards the Middle East region of my administration (Bush, Jr. and
Barack Obama), comparisons will be made on the level of objectives,
these comparisons will identify issues of continuity and change of US
foreign policy to both administrations.

From the above, it is clear that there is an unresolved interaction
between the factors that are causing and impeding the change in Amer-
ican foreign policy toward the Middle East. It is as if there is some kind
of attraction between the constants of continuity and the requirements
of change imposed by factors related to the internal environment - the
American interior.

The Bush administration has created a complex and dangerous
situation, not only at the political, economic and military level, but
also more dangerous than that - a hostile American materialistic cul-
ture. Which made the new US administration - the administration of
President “Barack Obama” - in the face of a conflict between physical
strength and moral strength and not a military conflict. A conflict in
which the predominance of technology, economic power, sophisticat-
ed military power and the communications revolution, as the former
president George W. Bush envisioned, proved to prevail in soft power.
Otherwise, why did US forces remain in Afghanistan since 2001, and
in Iraq since 2003, two countries that are technologically, militarily and
militarily weak compared to the US?

The United States has felt that relying on the implementation of its
security and political agenda in the Middle East, which includes a set
of priorities that are essential to US engagement in the region, is no
longer sufficient to bring about the desired change in the region. It is
not only willing to combat the threats it faces, Such threats would have
to follow the additional pillars of its policy in the Middle East.
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In light of the above, the researcher reached the following conclu-
sions:

1 .If there is a fundamental difference between the administrations
of “Bush Junior” and “Barack Obama” is an ideological difference is
the transition from the ideology of the neoconservative ultra-ideologi-
cal to the thought of pragmatic Democrats.

2 .President Barack Obama advocates for a foreign policy vision
based on the need for a common understanding of common threats and
challenges, and thus for joint action to find a common framework for
confronting these threats and challenges. He thus follows the princi-
ple of collective action away from unilateral political behaviors And to
work to strengthen multilateral frameworks to address the challenges
and threats posed by proliferation (nuclear proliferation, transnational
terrorism, climate change, transnational pandemics).

3 - The era of President “Barack Obama” radical changes in the
direction and priorities and positions, as the President “Barack Obama”
and in successive times about these transformations reflected in the
management of files three: the mobility of the so-called “Arab Spring”,
the war in Syria, The Iranian.

In this context, the Obama administration’s strategy has oscillat-
ed between two opposing trends: the idealistic idealism through the
discourse of democratization, the imposition of internal change, and
pragmatic pragmatism in dealing with regional crises (refraining from
supporting the Syrian opposition and the deal with Iran). What appears
to be a contradiction in President Barack Obama’s strategic vision is in
fact consistent with the intellectual line of the American president, who
comes from the left-wing activist movement among minorities and the
dynamics of civil society. The line that leads to this trend is far from
the traditional division within the American strategic field between the
two real schools (Wilsonian) and realism, the line of “moral realism”
or “Christian realism,” which is rooted in the theological philosopher
Reynold Nippur, His favorite philosopher.
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4 - President Barack Obama is keen to provide assurances and
provide explanations to Israel that the diplomatic option remains the
best solution to contain the Iranian efforts to acquire a nuclear weapon,
and if this solution fails, it will be ready to adopt the most effective
option to achieve this goal. He also made sure that he does not allow
a large American military intervention in the Middle East and that all
that will be allowed is the implementation of operations that ensure
the participation of all parties in the political process that achieves
the principle of “no win or lose” among all parties, whether they are
“Shiites, Sunnis or Kurds. Or Israelis or Palestinians .
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