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Bat Afrka Arap Eoepivatinda Kudus: Bir Kimlik ve Direnis
Sembolu”

Oz

Kudiis, Islam diinyasi igin hem tarihi hem de dini agidan biiyiik bir neme
sahip olan bir sehirdir. ilk kible ve iigiincii kutsal harem olan Mescid-i Aksa’y1
biinyesinde barindiran Kudiis, yiizyillardir Miislimanlarm goniillerinde
O0zel bir yere sahiptir. Bu c¢aligmanin amaci, Bati Afrika edebiyatinda
Kudiis temsilinin nasil islendigi ve bu temsilin Miisliiman-Arap kimligi ile
Kudiis’iin isgal altindaki durumu arasindaki iliskiyi incelemektir. Ozellikle
Mali, Senegal, Nijerya, Gana, Togo, Nijer, Gine ve Moritanya gibi iilkelerin
yazarlarinin eserlerinde Kudiis’e atfedilen anlamlar ve bu sehir iizerinden dile
getirilen duygularin incelenmesi hedeflenmektedir. Bu ¢alisma, Bati1 Afrika
edebiyatinda Kudiis temsilinin, bu bolgedeki Miisliimanlarin kimlik ingas1 ve
siyasi bilinglenme siireglerinde énemli bir rol oynadigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Bat1 Afrika yazarlari, eserlerinde Kudiis’ii sadece cografi bir yer olarak degil,
ayni zamanda Misliiman-Arap kimliginin bir parcasi ve adaletsizlige karsi
miicadele sembolii olarak gérmektedir. Bu durum, Kudiis meselesinin sadece
bolgesel degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiresel bir Miisliiman sorunu oldugunu bir kez
daha gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afrika Edebiyati, Bat1 Afrika, Kudiis, Savunma, Kinama,
Tahlil.

Bu makale CC BY-NC 4.0 lisans altinda yayimlanmaktadir.
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A-Quds in West African Arabic Literature; A Symbol of ldenty
and Resistance™

Research Article

Received: 5 September 2024 Accepted: 13 Decemer 2024

Abstract

Al-Quds holds a significant position in the Islamic world, both historically
and religiously, and is considered a central symbol of Islamic Arab identity.
It is home to Masjid al-Agsa, the first qibla and the third holiest site in Islam,
which has granted it a special place in the hearts of Muslims throughout the
ages. This study aims to explore how al-Quds is represented in African Arab
literature and examine the connections between this representation and Islamic
Arab identity while also focusing on the impact of al-Quds’ occupation on
shaping this literature. The study draws upon an analysis of literary works by
Arabized African writers from West African countries such as Mali, Senegal,
Nigeria, Guinea, Niger, Mauritania, Ghana, and Togo. These works portray
al-Quds as more than a geographical location; it symbolizes struggle and
resistance against injustice and occupation, embodying values of justice and
dignity within Islamic consciousness. Additionally, the study reveals that al-
Quds holds a significant dimension in the religious and political identity of
Muslims in this region, where it is viewed as a source of inspiration for their
struggles against political and social oppression. These writers believe that
al-Quds represents a more profound symbol beyond geographic and political
conflicts, embodying the unity of the Islamic and Arab Ummabh in the face of
global challenges. Therefore, it becomes evident that the issue of al-Quds is
not merely a regional matter concerning Palestine alone but a global Islamic
cause that resonates with the collective consciousness of the entire Ummah,
playing a crucial role in shaping literary discourse in West Africa.

Keywords: African Literature, West Africa, al-Quds, Defense, Condemnation,
Analysis.

" This article is published under the CC BY-NC 4.0 licence.
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Genis Ozet

Kudiis, diinya ¢apindaki Miisliimanlar i¢in muazzam bir dini ve tarihi
Ooneme sahiptir. Bunun bir sonucu olarak da Kudiis’ii ¢evreleyen sorunlar
[slam toplumlarindaki edebiyati ve siiri derinden etkilemistir. Bat1 Afrika’da
Arapga siir, Kudiis'ii savunma miicadelesinde 6nemli bir rol oynamis, sairler
Israil isgalini reddederken Filistin halkina yonelik dayanisma ve destek
duygularim dile getirmiglerdir. Mevcut literatiirde, Afrika-Arap edebiyatinin
[slam diinyas1 baglamindaki savunmaci ve elestirel islevi yeterince
incelenmemistir. Bu ¢alisma, bu boslugu doldurarak, s6z konusu edebiyatin
Islam milletini ilgilendiren cesitli meselelere dair iirettigi sdylemleri ve bu
sdylemlerin {slam ve Miisliimanlari savunmadaki roliinii analiz etmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda arastirmamiz, Bat1 Afrika’da Arapca yazilan
siirlerin, Kudiis’iin savunulmasi miicadelesinde oynadig1 rolii ve etkisini
incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Ozellikle, bu siirlerin siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel
baglamda nasil bir islev gordiigli, Kudiis davasina yonelik farkindaligi nasil
artirdig1 ve direnis ruhunu nasil besledigi izerinde durulacaktir.

Bu calisma, Bat1 Afrika'daki Arap sairlerinin Kudiis davasina olan
duyarliliklarin1 edebi eserleriyle nasil ifade ettiklerini ortaya koyarak hem
edebiyat tarihine hem de Islam diinyasmin ortak miicadelesine yeni bir
perspektif sunmaktadir.

Aragtirmamiz su sorulara cevap aramaktadir: Kudiis ve Mescid-i
Aksa’nin Bati Afrika halklari nezdindeki yeri nedir? Edebi eserlerinde
Kudiis ve Mescid-i Aksa meselesini dile getiren en 6énemli Afrikali yazarlar
kimlerdir? Bat1 Afrika Arap siirinde Kudiis imgesi nasil sekillenmistir ve bu
imge zaman i¢inde nasil bir degisim gecirmistir? Bat1 Afrikali Arap sairler,
siirlerini Kudiis davasina destek saglamak ve direnisi tesvik etmek icin
hangi amaglarla kullanmiglardir? Bat1 Afrika Arap siirinin, Kudiis davasina
yonelik kamuoyu olusturulmasinda ve siyasi bilincin artirilmasindaki etkisi
ne olmustur? Bat1 Afrika Arap siirinin, Kudiis'i savunma miicadelesinde
kullandig1 diger edebi tiirler ve sanat dallariyla iliskisi nasildir?

Kudiis konusunu ele alanlar bunu siirler ve beyitler araciligiyla
yapmiglardi. Bu konunun Onemi ve arastirmacilarin  Afrika Arap
edebiyatmin Islami millet meselelerine gosterdigi ilgi gz dniine alindiginda
Bat1 Afrika bolgesinde bu konuda yapilan smirli ¢aligmalarm varligi,
kapsamli bir aragtirma yapma ihtiyacini ortaya g¢ikarmistir. Bu boslugu
doldurmak amaciyla bu siirleri toplayip inceledik. Amacimiz, bu siirlerin
halklar1 Filistin meselesi konusunda bilinglendirmedeki roliinii ortaya
cikarmaktir. Bu arastirma kapsaminda, Bati Afrika Arap siirinin tarihsel
gelisimi, Kudiis’iin Islam diinyasindaki &nemi, Arap siirinin siyasi ve
sosyal iglevleri, postkolonyal donemde Bat1 Afrika edebiyatinin 6zellikleri
gibi konulara odaklanan caligmalar incelenecektir. Ayrica Kudiis davasiyla
ilgili Arap siirinin Bat1 Afrika disindaki 6rnekleri de karsilagtirma amaciyla
degerlendirilecektir.
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Bu arastirma, nitel aragtirma yontemlerini kullanarak gergeklestirilecektir.
Veri toplama siirecinde, Bat1 Afrikali Arap sairlerin Kudiis temali siirleri, bu
siirler lizerine yazilmis makaleler, elestiriler ve biyografiler gibi kaynaklar
incelenecektir. Ayrica, konu ile ilgili arsiv belgelerinin incelenmesi de
yapilacaktir. Veri analizi siirecinde, icerik analizi ve sdylem analizi gibi
yontemler kullanilarak, siirlerdeki Kudiis imgesi, kullanilan dil ve semboller,
sairlerin siyasi ve ideolojik duruslari gibi unsurlar detayl bir sekilde analiz
edilecektir.

Bat1 Afrika’da Arap siiri, Filistinlilerle dayanismay: ifade etmek igin
giiclii bir ara¢ olarak ortaya cikmistir. Sairler, dizelerini Filistin halkina
yapilan adaletsizliklere karsi duyduklan iiziintii ve 6fkeyi dile getirmek,
ayni zamanda onlarin direnis ve dayanikliliklarindan duyduklar gururu
ifade etmek icin kullanmislardir. Sairlerin keskin elestirileri, 6zellikle Israil
isgalini destekleyen Batili tilkelerin siyasi tutumlarina da uzanmustir. Siirleri,
somiirgeci ve yerlesimci-somiirgeci politikalar1 kinamak, adalet ve dzgiirliik
konularinda kamuoyu bilincini artirmak igin bir arag olarak hizmet etmistir.

Bat1 Afrikali sairlerden Kudiis meselesini ele alan zengin bir Arapga siir
kiilliyat1 ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu siirler, derin duygusal derinlikleri ve Filistin
halkiyla giicli dayanisma ifadeleriyle karakterize edilmektedir. Kudiis
hakkinda yazan 6énemli Bati1 Afrikali sairler arasinda Ahmet Saghir Umbay,
Abdullah Ariby, Ghladyma Mustafa, Abubakar Isa Alby, Muhammed Salim
Wauld, Fadil al-Emin ve digerleri bulunmaktadir.

Sairler, Kudiis’iin Isldm mirasmnin ayrilmaz bir pargasi olarak dnemini
vurgulayrp, Islami kimliginin korunmasi gerektigini belirtmislerdir.
Kudiis’iin ortak Miisliiman bilincindeki 6nemini pekistirmek i¢in dini ve
tarihi semboller kullanmislardir.

Arap siiri, Afrika’nin siyasi farkindaligimni artirmig, onlart Filistin
davasina destekleyici tutumlar benimsemeye sevk etmistir. Ayni1 zamanda
Bati Afrika uluslari ile Islam diinyasinin geri kalani arasindaki islami baglari
giiclendirerek birlik ve dayanisma duygusunu tesvik etmistir. Siir, Filistin
direnisi i¢in maddi ve manevi destek toplamada ¢ok onemliydi. Afrikali
sairler, topluluklarimi her tiirlii destegi saglamaya tesvik etmislerdir.

Bat1 Afrika’daki Arap siiri, Kudiis i¢in devam eden miicadelede giiclii
bir arag¢ olarak roliinii saglamlastirmistir. Afrikali sairler, dizeleri ve
divanlartyla dayanmisma, 6fke ve umut dolu derin mesajlar iletmislerdir.
Islami birligi saglayarak adaletsizlige ve isgale karsi kararhi bir durus
¢agrisinda bulunmuslardir. Siir, siyasi ve sosyal zorluklarda giiglii bir silah
oldugunu kanitlamis, Kudiis davasina ve Filistin halkina destek olmada
kilit rol oynamistir. Umariz bu arastirma, Bati Afrika siirlerinin Kudiis’ii
savunmadaki roliiniin daha derinlemesine anlasilmasina katki sunacaktir.
Bunlar, Arap ve Islam iilkeleri arasindaki birlik baglarim giiclendirmeyi
ve gelecek nesillere Israil isgaline kars1 miicadeleyi siirdiirme ve Kudiis’ii
kurtarmak i¢in ¢alisma konusunda ilham vermeyi amaglayan siirlerdir.
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Summary

Al-Quds holds immense religious and historical significance for Muslims
worldwide, and the issues surrounding al-Quds have profoundly influenced
literature and poetry in Islamic societies. In West Africa, Arabic poetry has played
a significant role in advocating for the defense of al-Quds, with poets expressing
solidarity and support for the Palestinian people while rejecting the Israeli
occupation.

The problem this research addresses is the lack of familiarity among many
researchers with Afro-Arab literature and its role in defending Islam and Muslims
globally. Additionally, this poetry addresses numerous issues concerning the
Islamic nation. In this context, our research examines the role and impact of Arabic
poetry written in West Africa in the struggle to defend al-Quds. It will mainly
focus on how this poetry functions in political, social, and cultural contexts, raises
awareness of the al-Quds cause, and nourishes the spirit of resistance.

This research holds immense scientific value by contributing to our understanding
of the role of West African Arabic poetry in the struggle to defend al-Quds.

Our research seeks answers to the following questions: What is the status of al-
Quds and the Masjid al-Aqsa among the people of West Africa? Who are the most
prominent African writers who have addressed the issue of al-Quds and the Masjid
al-Agsa in their literary works? How has the image of al-Quds been shaped in West
African Arabic poetry, and how has this image evolved? What purposes have West
African Arab poets used in their poetry to support the al-Quds cause and encourage
resistance? What has been the impact of West African Arabic poetry in shaping
public opinion and raising political awareness regarding the al-Quds cause? What
is the relationship between West African Arabic poetry and other literary genres
and art forms used in the struggle to defend al-Quds?

I have not encountered any independent research, whether in the form of a book
or a scientific article, specifically addressing this topic. Those who have dealt with
al-Quds have done so through poems and verses. Considering the importance of
this topic and the need for researchers to know whether African Arab literature
is interested in the issues of the Islamic nation and to fill the gap represented by
the absence of research on this topic in the West African region, we have tried to
collect and study these poems to reveal their role in raising awareness among the
people about the Palestinian issue. This research will examine studies focusing on
the historical development of West African Arabic poetry, the importance of al-
Quds in the Islamic world, the political and social functions of Arabic poetry, and
the characteristics of West African literature in the postcolonial era. Additionally,
examples of Arabic poetry related to the al-Quds cause from outside West Africa
will be evaluated for comparison purposes.

This research will be conducted using qualitative research methods. The data
collection process will involve examining al-Quds-themed poems by West African
Arab poets, articles, critiques, and biographies written about these poems, and
archival documents related to the topic. In the data analysis process, methods such
as content analysis and discourse analysis will be used to analyze in detail elements
such as the image of al-Quds in the poems, the language and symbols used, and
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the political and ideological stances of the poets. Arabic poetry in West Africa
has emerged as a powerful tool for expressing solidarity with Palestinians. Poets
have used their verses to express their sorrow and anger at the injustices inflicted
upon the Palestinian people while also articulating their pride in their resistance
and resilience. The poets' sharp criticisms have extended to the political stances
of Western countries, particularly those supporting the Israeli occupation. Their
poems have served to condemn colonial and settler-colonial policies and to raise
public awareness on issues of justice and freedom. A rich corpus of Arabic poetry
addressing the issue of al-Quds has emerged from West African poets. These
poems are distinguished by their profound emotional resonance and compelling
expressions of solidarity with the Palestinian people. Notable West African poets
who have written about al-Quds include Ahmad Saghir Umbay, ‘Abd Allah Ariby,
Ghladyma Mustafa, Abubakar ‘Isa Alby, Muhammad Salim Wuld, Fadil al-Amin,
and others.

The poets have emphasized the importance of al-Quds as an integral part of
Islamic heritage, stating that its Islamic identity must be preserved. They have
used religious and historical symbols to reinforce the significance of al-Quds in
the collective Muslim consciousness. Arabic poetry has increased African political
awareness, prompting them to adopt supportive stances toward the Palestinian
cause. It has also strengthened the Islamic bonds between West African nations
and the rest of the Islamic world, fostering a sense of unity and solidarity. Poetry
has been crucial in mobilizing material and moral support for the Palestinian
resistance. African poets have encouraged their communities to provide all kinds
of support.
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