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ABSTRACT
The ongo�ng debate between democrat�c and non-
democrat�c systems has ga�ned s�gn�f�cant attent�on �n
contemporary pol�t�cal d�scourse. W�th the r�se of
author�tar�an reg�mes, the long-stand�ng assumpt�on that
democrat�c pr�nc�ples are prerequ�s�tes for econom�c
development has been �ncreas�ngly challenged. Wh�le some
author�tar�an reg�mes, such as Ch�na and S�ngapore, have
demonstrated notable econom�c successes, others, l�ke
South Sudan, face pers�stent econom�c struggles. Th�s
d�vergence ra�ses cr�t�cal quest�ons about the relat�onsh�p
between governance systems and econom�c outcomes. Th�s
study a�ms to address the follow�ng research quest�on: How
do governance structures, �nst�tut�onal capac�t�es, and
h�stor�cal contexts �nfluence econom�c development �n
author�tar�an reg�mes? By employ�ng the Most S�m�lar
Systems Des�gn (MSSD), the study compares two
contrast�ng author�tar�an reg�mes: S�ngapore, an
econom�cally successful case, and South Sudan, an
econom�cally struggl�ng one. The research �ncorporates a
structural-h�stor�cal approach to exam�ne the factors that
d�fferent�ate the�r econom�c trajector�es, such as �nst�tut�onal
eff�c�ency, h�stor�cal legacy, and pol�cy dec�s�ons. The f�nd�ngs
of th�s study contr�bute to the broader l�terature on
author�tar�an�sm and development by offer�ng a nuanced
understand�ng of how governance systems shape econom�c
performance. In do�ng so, �t challenges s�mpl�st�c
assumpt�ons about author�tar�an governance and h�ghl�ghts
the complex�t�es underly�ng econom�c success and fa�lure. 
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Introduct�on
The relat�onsh�p between governance systems and econom�c development
rema�ns a top�c of endur�ng academ�c and pol�cy �nterest, part�cularly �n l�ght of the
resurgence of author�tar�an reg�mes �n the post-Cold War era. Trad�t�onally,
democrat�c governance has been assoc�ated w�th econom�c growth due to �ts
emphas�s on accountab�l�ty, transparency, and �nst�tut�onal checks and balances
(Acemoglu & Rob�nson, 2006; Sen, 1999). However, the econom�c ach�evements of
certa�n author�tar�an reg�mes, most notably �n East As�a, have challenged th�s long-
stand�ng narrat�ve. Countr�es l�ke S�ngapore and Ch�na have demonstrated that
substant�al econom�c progress can occur under pol�t�cal systems that restr�ct c�v�l
l�bert�es and pol�t�cal plural�sm, ra�s�ng cr�t�cal quest�ons about the assumed
un�versal�ty of democracy as a prerequ�s�te for development (Rodr�k, 2000;
Fukuyama, 2011). In stark contrast, author�tar�an states such as South Sudan have
exper�enced econom�c stagnat�on and �nst�tut�onal frag�l�ty, wh�ch underscores the
heterogene�ty of outcomes w�th�n s�m�lar governance structures.

Th�s study addresses these contrast�ng outcomes by �nvest�gat�ng the �nst�tut�onal,
soc�o-h�stor�cal, and pol�cy-dr�ven factors that shape econom�c development �n
author�tar�an reg�mes. Spec�f�cally, �t compares the econom�c trajector�es of two
seem�ngly s�m�lar systems—S�ngapore and South Sudan—through the lens of
governance structures and �nst�tut�onal performance. Th�s study compares two
contrast�ng author�tar�an reg�mes—S�ngapore and South Sudan—by expl�c�tly
l�nk�ng �nst�tut�onal capac�ty, h�stor�cal legac�es, and pol�cy dec�s�ons to econom�c
performance.Th�s analys�s bu�lds on ex�st�ng frameworks, such as Acemoglu and
Rob�nson’s (2006) thes�s on �nclus�ve versus extract�ve �nst�tut�ons, Sm�th’s (1966)
structural�st approach to econom�c development, and Rodr�k’s (2000) emphas�s on
�nst�tut�onal qual�ty as a determ�nant of growth.

The sal�ent feature of th�s study l�es �n �ts focused comparat�ve analys�s of two
author�tar�an states w�th d�vergent econom�c outcomes. On one hand, S�ngapore
represents a case of developmental author�tar�an�sm, where strong �nst�tut�ons,
pol�cy coherence, and effect�ve state capac�ty have fostered econom�c prosper�ty
and global �ntegrat�on (Huff, 1995; Peebles & W�lson, 2002). On the other hand,
South Sudan exempl�f�es a frag�le author�tar�an state marked by weak �nst�tut�ons,
endem�c confl�ct, and pol�cy �ncoherence, result�ng �n pers�stent econom�c
underperformance (De Waal, 2014; Rolandsen, 2015).  Th�s d�chotomy challenges
s�mpl�st�c assumpt�ons about author�tar�an governance, h�ghl�ght�ng the need to
understand the contextual and �nst�tut�onal underp�nn�ngs of econom�c
trajector�es.
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The study employs the Most S�m�lar Systems Des�gn (MSSD) as �ts pr�mary
methodolog�cal framework to �dent�fy and analyze the cr�t�cal var�ables that
expla�n the contrast�ng econom�c performances of S�ngapore and South Sudan.
Wh�le the Most S�m�lar Systems Des�gn (MSSD) allows for a structured
compar�son between S�ngapore and South Sudan, �ts l�m�tat�ons �n prov�d�ng �n-
depth analys�s are acknowledged. To address th�s, the study �ncorporates
add�t�onal qual�tat�ve case-spec�f�c data, such as pol�cy dec�s�ons, �nst�tut�onal
structures, and soc�o-h�stor�cal factors un�que to each country. Th�s mult�-faceted
approach ensures a more comprehens�ve understand�ng of econom�c outcomes
w�th�n both reg�mes. However, future stud�es could benef�t from m�xed-method
approaches, �nclud�ng f�eld �nterv�ews, stat�st�cal regress�ons, and long�tud�nal
analyses for greater analyt�cal depth. The MSSD �s part�cularly effect�ve for
comparat�ve stud�es where cases share s�m�lar governance structures—such as
restr�cted pol�t�cal freedoms—but exh�b�t s�gn�f�cant var�at�on �n outcomes
(Landman, 2008). By �solat�ng key var�ables, �nclud�ng �nst�tut�onal capac�ty,
h�stor�cal legac�es, and pol�cy effect�veness, th�s study seeks to uncover the
mechan�sms through wh�ch governance structures �nfluence econom�c
development. In add�t�on, a structural-h�stor�cal approach �s �ntegrated to prov�de
a deeper analys�s of the �nst�tut�onal frameworks and soc�o-pol�t�cal cond�t�ons
shap�ng econom�c outcomes �n both cases (Sm�th, 1966; North, 1990). Th�s dual
methodolog�cal approach enables a nuanced understand�ng of author�tar�an
governance and �ts developmental �mpl�cat�ons, wh�le address�ng potent�al
l�m�tat�ons such as select�on b�as and general�zab�l�ty (L�m, 2010; Gerr�ng, 2004). By
juxtapos�ng a h�gh-perform�ng author�tar�an reg�me (S�ngapore) w�th a struggl�ng
one (South Sudan), the study not only contr�butes to ongo�ng debates on
author�tar�an�sm and development but also prov�des �ns�ghts �nto the broader
quest�on of whether econom�c success �s cont�ngent upon democrat�c
governance or can emerge under alternat�ve pol�t�cal models.

Ult�mately, th�s research underscores the complex�ty of governance-development
dynam�cs, offer�ng a theoret�cally �nformed and emp�r�cally grounded analys�s of
econom�c trajector�es �n author�tar�an systems. It contr�butes to the ex�st�ng
l�terature by mov�ng beyond b�nary narrat�ves of democracy versus
author�tar�an�sm, emphas�z�ng the role of �nst�tut�onal qual�ty, h�stor�cal
cont�ngenc�es, and pol�cy cho�ces as cr�t�cal determ�nants of econom�c outcomes.

I.Def�n�ng Author�tar�an�sm
The contemporary global landscape has ushered �n an era where democrat�c
governance �s w�dely recogn�zed as leg�t�mate and enl�ghtened (Caraman�, 2020).
Desp�te th�s, the res�l�ence and spread of author�tar�an reg�mes �n the post-Cold
War per�od have ra�sed cr�t�cal quest�ons regard�ng the�r adaptab�l�ty and
�nfluence. 
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Recent stud�es h�ghl�ght the r�se of "autocrat�zat�on," a process where democrat�c
systems gradually erode through subtle author�tar�an pract�ces, such as the
weaken�ng of checks and balances and the curta�lment of c�v�l l�bert�es
(Lührmann & L�ndberg, 2019).

The var�et�es of author�tar�an systems have evolved s�gn�f�cantly. Wh�le Juan L�nz
(2000) h�stor�cally placed reg�mes between democrac�es and total�tar�an systems,
more contemporary work by Lev�tsky and Way (2010) emphas�zes compet�t�ve
author�tar�an�sm, where formal democrat�c �nst�tut�ons ex�st but are
systemat�cally underm�ned by rul�ng el�tes. Modern examples, such as Orban’s
Hungary, and Put�n’s Russ�a, �llustrate how leaders consol�date power through
electoral man�pulat�on and suppress�on of d�ssent (Bermeo, 2016). These reg�mes
blur the l�nes between democracy and author�tar�an�sm by ma�nta�n�ng
�nst�tut�onal facades wh�le subvert�ng the�r essence.

Recent stud�es emphas�ze the role of central�zed author�ty �n author�tar�an
reg�mes' durab�l�ty. Accord�ng to Magara (2024), author�tar�an systems l�ke
S�ngapore’s thr�ve due to the�r ab�l�ty to suppress d�ssent wh�le foster�ng
econom�c growth through technocrat�c governance. Conversely, frag�le states l�ke
South Sudan struggle under author�tar�an�sm, as the�r governance models are
plagued by corrupt�on and weak �nst�tut�onal frameworks, wh�ch prevent state-
bu�ld�ng and econom�c stab�l�ty.

Furthermore, the role of d�g�tal technolog�es �n modern author�tar�an�sm cannot
be overlooked. Gur�ev and Tre�sman (2020) argue that contemporary autocrats
rely less on overt repress�on and more on "�nformat�onal autocracy"—a strategy
that employs med�a control, d�s�nformat�on, and surve�llance to man�pulate publ�c
percept�on wh�le avo�d�ng the overt v�olence assoc�ated w�th older forms of
d�ctatorsh�p. Th�s reflects the dynam�c adaptab�l�ty of author�tar�an governance �n
the 21st century.Pye (2023) note that such strateg�es have enabled some reg�mes
to ma�nta�n domest�c control wh�le project�ng an �mage of modern�ty on the
global stage, a phenomenon part�cularly ev�dent �n S�ngapore’s author�tar�an
cap�tal�sm. In add�t�on, the global r�se of popul�st leaders �n ostens�bly democrat�c
systems has further challenged trad�t�onal def�n�t�ons of author�tar�an�sm. Mounk
(2018) contends that popul�st movements often act as gateways to
author�tar�an�sm by foster�ng polar�zat�on, deleg�t�m�z�ng oppos�t�on, and
weaken�ng democrat�c �nst�tut�ons under the gu�se of represent�ng the “w�ll of
the people.” Th�s underscores the grow�ng complex�ty and flu�d�ty of author�tar�an
governance, necess�tat�ng a more nuanced analyt�cal framework.
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Thus, contemporary author�tar�an reg�mes vary w�dely, both structurally and
operat�onally, rang�ng from m�l�tary juntas to hybr�d systems that co-opt
democrat�c tools. Scholars �ncreas�ngly emphas�ze the �mportance of
understand�ng these nuances to assess the res�l�ence, adaptab�l�ty, and soc�etal
�mpacts of author�tar�an�sm �n a rap�dly chang�ng geopol�t�cal env�ronment. As
h�ghl�ghted by Doboš and M�čko (2024), th�s complex�ty �s part�cularly
pronounced �n reg�ons l�ke Sub-Saharan Afr�ca, where the fa�lure to reconc�le
h�stor�cal gr�evances w�th modern governance models cont�nues to challenge
state leg�t�macy and �nst�tut�onal coherence.

II.Democracy, Author�tar�an�sm, and Econom�c Stab�l�ty
The relat�onsh�p between governance systems and econom�c development
rema�ns central to pol�t�cal sc�ence and development stud�es. Recent emp�r�cal
analyses have challenged trad�t�onal assumpt�ons about the super�or�ty of
democrat�c systems �n foster�ng econom�c growth. For example, Przeworsk� et al.
(2000) argue that wh�le democrac�es tend to promote �nclus�v�ty and long-term
growth, they are not �nherently super�or to author�tar�an reg�mes �n generat�ng
short-term econom�c ga�ns. Indeed, author�tar�an reg�mes l�ke Ch�na, V�etnam,
and S�ngapore have demonstrated remarkable econom�c success by
�mplement�ng dec�s�ve pol�c�es w�thout pol�t�cal oppos�t�on (Caraman�, 2020).
Malesky and London (2014) h�ghl�ght that V�etnam’s econom�c growth under
author�tar�an rule was ach�eved through �nst�tut�onal exper�mentat�on and
gradual market l�beral�zat�on, enabl�ng econom�c adaptat�on wh�le ma�nta�n�ng
t�ght pol�t�cal control. S�m�larly, Ch�na’s “author�tar�an cap�tal�sm” (He & Thøgersen,
2010) �llustrates how central�zed governance can dr�ve econom�c reforms and
�nfrastructure development w�th speed and eff�c�ency unmatched by democrat�c
systems. However, the author�tar�an advantage �s not un�versal. Knutsen (2011)
notes that wh�le some author�tar�an reg�mes ach�eve econom�c success, others—
l�ke South Sudan, Z�mbabwe, and Venezuela—are plagued by corrupt�on, confl�ct,
and weak �nst�tut�ons, result�ng �n econom�c stagnat�on. Recent stud�es
emphas�ze that the qual�ty of �nst�tut�ons, rather than the reg�me type �tself, �s the
cr�t�cal determ�nant of econom�c stab�l�ty and growth (North, 1990; Acemoglu &
Rob�nson, 2019).

Also, recent research h�ghl�ghts the d�vergent outcomes of author�tar�an
governance based on �nst�tut�onal qual�ty. As Haen�g and J� (2024) po�nt out,
S�ngapore exempl�f�es an author�tar�an reg�me that has successfully leveraged �ts
�nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency and global �ntegrat�on to foster susta�ned econom�c
growth. In stark contrast, South Sudan’s author�tar�an system �s character�zed by
weak �nst�tut�ons, endem�c corrupt�on, and an �nab�l�ty to cap�tal�ze on �ts resource
wealth, lead�ng to econom�c stagnat�on and pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty.
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 A more cr�t�cal perspect�ve quest�ons the susta�nab�l�ty of author�tar�an-led
growth. Haber and Menaldo (2011) argue that wh�le author�tar�an reg�mes may
ach�eve short-term econom�c ga�ns, the�r lack of pol�t�cal accountab�l�ty often
leads to �neff�c�enc�es, el�te capture, and econom�c �nequal�ty. For �nstance,
Ch�na’s rap�d �ndustr�al�zat�on has resulted �n s�gn�f�cant env�ronmental
degradat�on and w�den�ng �ncome d�spar�t�es, h�ghl�ght�ng the trade-offs of
author�tar�an econom�c pol�c�es. Furthermore, recent global trends demonstrate
that democrac�es, desp�te the�r challenges, tend to foster more equ�table and
�nclus�ve growth (Gerr�ng et al., 2020). Democrat�c systems pr�or�t�ze the
protect�on of property r�ghts, pol�t�cal stab�l�ty, and �nnovat�on, wh�ch are v�tal for
long-term econom�c res�l�ence. Conversely, author�tar�an reg�mes face greater
r�sks of econom�c volat�l�ty due to the�r dependence on central�zed dec�s�on-
mak�ng and the absence of mechan�sms for �nst�tut�onal correct�on (Besley &
Kudamatsu, 2008). Arıöz and Topdağ (2024) argues that the �nterplay between
governance models and econom�c outcomes �s part�cularly ev�dent �n frag�le
states l�ke South Sudan, where author�tar�an pract�ces exacerbate soc�o-econom�c
�nequal�ty and h�nder resource management. Meanwh�le, S�ngapore serves as a
counterexample, where �nst�tut�onal coherence and technocrat�c governance
have enabled long-term econom�c prosper�ty, desp�te �ts lack of democrat�c
freedoms.

Ult�mately, the democracy-author�tar�an�sm debate underscores that econom�c
success �s not solely cont�ngent on reg�me type but on �nst�tut�onal capac�ty,
governance qual�ty, and the ab�l�ty to adapt to global econom�c changes. As Sen
(1999) argues, development must be understood as a mult�d�mens�onal process
encompass�ng freedoms, equ�ty, and human well-be�ng—factors that
author�tar�an reg�mes often struggle to address.

III.S�ngapore’s One-Party Author�tar�an�sm and Economy
Desp�te �ts small s�ze, spann�ng only 716 square k�lometers, S�ngapore holds a
s�gn�f�cant place �n debates on democrat�zat�on (Verwe�j & Pel�zzo, 2009). Contrary
to l�beral democrat�c theory, the nat�on demonstrates a h�gh level of econom�c
development and rule of law, desp�te be�ng governed under an author�tar�an,
one-party system. Th�s �llustrates that the rule of law does not �nherently
guarantee democrat�c governance. S�ngapore offers an East As�an alternat�ve to
the Western democrat�c model (Bell, 1997). S�nce 1965, the country has been
governed by the People's Act�on Party (PAP). Follow�ng the 30-year rule of Lee
Kuan Yew, h�s son, Lee Hs�en Loong, currently holds power. Although elect�ons are
held every four to f�ve years, they are w�dely regarded as ceremon�al. S�ngapore’s
author�tar�an�sm �s often descr�bed as "soft author�tar�an�sm," but fundamental
democrat�c pr�nc�ples, such as freedom of express�on, rema�n l�m�ted.
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The oppos�t�on �s subject to suppress�on, w�th opponents of the reg�me frequently
fac�ng �mpr�sonment. The government pr�or�t�zes soc�etal �nterests over �nd�v�dual
r�ghts �n �ts pol�cy development, wh�ch has led cr�t�cs to accuse the reg�me of
foster�ng a "culture of fear" (Leong, 2000). Desp�te th�s, S�ngapore rema�ns
compet�t�ve �nternat�onally, thanks to �ts advancements �n technology, cap�tal
accumulat�on, trade pol�c�es, and human resources (Toh, 1998). The stab�l�ty and
cont�nued econom�c growth of the reg�me have been central to the pers�stence
of the one-party rule.

Econom�c Consequences of the S�ngapore’s One-Party Rule
Under the 30-year re�gn of the PAP, S�ngapore exper�enced rap�d �ncreases �n per
cap�ta �ncome. Th�s econom�c progress altered the country's soc�al dynam�cs,
s�gn�f�cantly reduc�ng poverty levels wh�le �mprov�ng welfare through
government-supported �n�t�at�ves �n hous�ng, employment, and educat�on
(Rodan, 1998). Between 1960 and 2000, S�ngapore recorded the h�ghest �ncrease
�n nat�onal �ncome globally, and by 1997, �t ranked e�ghth �n the world �n terms of
overall welfare. Per cap�ta �ncome rose from just $511 �n 1965 to $54,000 �n recent
years (Ilz�ns, 2015), �ncreas�ng the leg�t�macy and acceptab�l�ty of the one-party
reg�me among the populat�on. Although the 2008 global f�nanc�al cr�s�s slowed
growth, S�ngapore rema�ns a magnet for job seekers due to �ts wealth and
prosper�ty (Verwe�j & Pel�zzo, 2009).

In the 1980s, S�ngapore’s government �ncorporated �nformat�on technology �nto
�ts strategy to transform the country �nto a manufactur�ng hub. Econom�c
planners sought to promote the w�despread appl�cat�on of IT to boost welfare
levels (Rodan, 1998). The government establ�shed state-sponsored comm�ttees
a�med at computer�z�ng publ�c serv�ces, w�th software and telecommun�cat�ons
emerg�ng as key areas for future development, supported d�rectly by the state. As
a result, S�ngapore’s economy evolved �nto a knowledge-based system. 
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The �sland attracted workers not only from reg�onal countr�es such as Bangladesh,
Indones�a, and the Ph�l�pp�nes but also from the Un�ted States and Europe, lured
by the country’s advanced IT sector and h�gh wages. 

Desp�te �ts author�tar�an nature, S�ngapore d�st�ngu�shes �tself from other As�an
nat�ons due to �ts eff�c�ent governance, lack of wasteful pol�c�es, strong t�es
between the government and commerc�al ent�t�es, and the absence of crony�sm
(Low, 2000). Th�s comb�nat�on of factors has allowed S�ngapore to ma�nta�n a
un�que pos�t�on as a prosperous and technolog�cally advanced nat�on. The GDP
per cap�ta of S�ngapore, from 1960 to 2022 graph�c also h�ghl�ghts the country's
remarkable econom�c growth under �ts one-party rule. S�ngapore's steady r�se �n
GDP per cap�ta reflects the success of �ts long-term development strateg�es,
transform�ng the nat�on �nto one of the wealth�est and most compet�t�ve
econom�es globally.

IV.South Sudan and Internal Turmo�l
South Sudan, wh�ch ga�ned �ndependence �n 2011, �s one of the world’s youngest
countr�es. However, the country qu�ckly descended �nto c�v�l war �n 2013,
stemm�ng from pol�t�cal tens�ons between Pres�dent Salva K��r Mayard�t and h�s
former deputy, R�ek Machar (Radon & Logan, 2014). A semblance of peace was
restored w�th the s�gn�ng of the Khartoum Declarat�on �n 2018. S�nce
�ndependence, the pol�t�cal structure of South Sudan has been largely
author�tar�an, w�th Pres�dent Salva K��r Mayard�t consol�dat�ng power by hold�ng
the roles of head of state, head of government, and ch�ef of the jud�c�ary (Prun�er
& G�sselqu�st, 2003). Desp�te the lack of a permanent const�tut�on, the �nter�m
prov�s�ons grant the pres�dent the author�ty to d�ssolve parl�ament, wh�le
proh�b�t�ng h�s removal from off�ce. Accord�ng to data from Freedom House
(2022), South Sudan ranked among the most repress�ve countr�es, scor�ng just 1
out of 100 po�nts �n terms of pol�t�cal and c�v�l l�bert�es. Th�s poor rank�ng �s
pr�mar�ly attr�buted to the absence of a fa�r electoral process, �neffect�ve elect�on
laws, and l�m�ted pol�t�cal plural�sm and part�c�pat�on. Elect�ons scheduled for 2015
were postponed to 2018, then to 2021, and f�nally to 2023, underm�n�ng any cla�ms
of electoral �ndependence. Although the const�tut�on theoret�cally guarantees
freedom of the press and express�on, �n pract�ce, the government censors d�ssent
and arrests cr�t�cal journal�sts. The c�v�l war has also severely curta�led educat�on,
and wh�le the jud�c�ary �s nom�nally �ndependent, �t rema�ns largely �neffect�ve.
The ongo�ng pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty and �nternal confl�ct have left South Sudan
among the least developed nat�ons, accord�ng to Un�ted Nat�ons cr�ter�a, w�th
adm�n�strat�ve and soc�o-h�stor�cal factors contr�but�ng to �ts econom�c decl�ne
(Husák, 2022).
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From South Sudan's Author�tar�an�sm to Econom�c Problems
South Sudan rema�ns one of the least developed countr�es globally, desp�te �ts
cons�derable natural resources. Decades of m�l�tary d�ctatorsh�ps, �nternal
confl�cts, w�despread poverty, and �nadequate governance have exacerbated the
country’s econom�c struggles. Although endowed w�th s�gn�f�cant resources such
as o�l, d�amonds, and gold, South Sudan has been unable to effect�vely cap�tal�ze
on these assets due to the protracted c�v�l war (Baş, 2007). M�l�tary �ntervent�ons
have further st�fled econom�c development (Manfred� & M�rghan�, 2022).
Accord�ng to Internat�onal Monetary Fund (IMF) data, average annual per cap�ta
�ncome fell from $1,000 to $230 follow�ng �ndependence �n 2011. W�th l�m�ted
success �n domest�c trade, South Sudan has rel�ed heav�ly on fore�gn trade,
part�cularly the export of o�l. O�l revenues account for nearly all of the country’s
total exports and over 40% of �ts GDP (Schull, 1998). Desp�te numerous confl�cts
purportedly fought for democrat�c reforms, the pers�stence of author�tar�an
governance and soc�al unrest have h�ndered the nat�on’s econom�c progress (Voll,
1992). As a result, South Sudan’s largely rural economy has fa�led to develop, and
the country has cons�stently ranked among the most frag�le states �n Afr�ca s�nce
�ts �ndependence (Prun�er & G�sselqu�st, 2003). 
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The author�tar�an governance of South Sudan, compounded by prolonged
�nternal confl�ct, has left much of the populat�on �n poverty. The c�v�l war that
erupted �n 2013 caused severe damage to �nfrastructure and h�ndered agr�cultural
product�v�ty, push�ng nearly 80% of the populat�on below the poverty l�ne (World
Bank, 2023). The f�gure 2 �llustrates South Sudan's chron�c underdevelopment �n
bas�c �nfrastructure. Desp�te �ts natural resources, the country's �nab�l�ty to prov�de
w�despread access to electr�c�ty reflects the broader econom�c struggles rooted �n
weak governance and prolonged �nternal confl�ct.
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 Heavy rel�ance on o�l has made the economy vulnerable to fluctuat�ons �n global
o�l pr�ces, wh�le w�despread corrupt�on, reflected �n South Sudan’s rank�ng at the
bottom of the Corrupt�on Percept�ons Index (180 out of 180 countr�es), has further
d�verted resources away from cr�t�cal sectors l�ke healthcare and educat�on. The
author�tar�an reg�me’s focus on consol�dat�ng power, w�th frequent delays �n
elect�ons and �neffect�ve governance, has prevented the �mplementat�on of
mean�ngful econom�c reforms, leav�ng the country’s economy und�vers�f�ed and
stagnat�ng.

V.Compar�son of S�ngapore and Sudan: The Relat�onsh�p Between
Author�tar�an�sm and Econom�c Development 
The debate surround�ng the relat�onsh�p between author�tar�an�sm and
econom�c development �s marked by two pr�mary perspect�ves. One v�ew pos�ts
that author�tar�an states can ach�eve econom�c development more eff�c�ently,
wh�le the oppos�ng perspect�ve argues that democrat�c states are more l�kely to
exper�ence susta�nable econom�c growth. The cases of S�ngapore and South
Sudan prov�de a valuable framework for analyz�ng the relat�onsh�p between
author�tar�an governance and econom�c development, as they present
contrast�ng outcomes w�th�n s�m�lar pol�t�cal frameworks.

S�ngapore, governed by a form of soft author�tar�an�sm under a one-party system,
exempl�f�es an author�tar�an state that has ach�eved cons�derable econom�c
success. Its pol�c�es focused on technolog�cal advancement, attract�ng fore�gn
�nvestment, and foster�ng �nnovat�on have earned w�despread acceptance among
�ts c�t�zens (Bell, 1997). The People's Act�on Party (PAP), wh�ch has been �n power
for over three decades, has �mplemented pol�c�es that pr�or�t�ze the development
of �nformat�on technolog�es and transform�ng the country �nto a global
technolog�cal hub, thus foster�ng s�gn�f�cant econom�c growth.

In contrast, South Sudan, also an author�tar�an state, has struggled to ach�eve
comparable econom�c progress. Known for �ts pol�t�cal �nstab�l�ty, m�l�tary coups,
and �nternal confl�ct, South Sudan has yet to establ�sh the pol�t�cal and econom�c
stab�l�ty necessary for development. Elect�ons �n the country are repeatedly
postponed, and the state �s further destab�l�zed by ongo�ng rebell�ons and cr�ses.
The country's pre-�ndependence rural econom�c h�story, coupled w�th the lack of
technolog�cal �nfrastructure necessary to harness �ts natural resources, has
rendered �ts economy dependent on fore�gn trade. Unl�ke S�ngapore, South
Sudan has fa�led to develop the �nternal soc�al and �nst�tut�onal dynam�cs
necessary for econom�c growth, result�ng �n a repet�t�ve cycle of soc�o-h�stor�cal
challenges.
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As Sm�th (1966) suggests �n h�s structural�st perspect�ve, the �nst�tut�on of the
state plays a cr�t�cal role �n shap�ng the pol�t�cal system and �ts correspond�ng
order. The d�vergent trajector�es of S�ngapore and South Sudan reflect the �mpact
of structural d�fferent�at�on w�th�n author�tar�an reg�mes on econom�c
development. W�th�n each country, spec�f�c factors h�ghl�ght �nternal d�spar�t�es.
In S�ngapore, the al�gnment of pol�cy coherence w�th �nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency has
fostered technolog�cal �nnovat�on, fore�gn �nvestment, and �nfrastructure growth
across d�fferent sectors. Comparat�vely, South Sudan's �nst�tut�onal fragmentat�on,
compounded by reg�onal �nequal�t�es and resource m�smanagement, has led to
vary�ng econom�c cond�t�ons w�th�n �ts prov�nces. These �nternal dynam�cs
underscore the need for comparat�ve analys�s not only between the two countr�es
but also w�th�n the�r respect�ve governance and �nst�tut�onal frameworks. The
results �nd�cate that �nst�tut�onal eff�c�ency and h�stor�cal cont�nu�ty �n S�ngapore
fostered econom�c growth, whereas �n South Sudan, �nst�tut�onal fragmentat�on
and �nternal confl�ct �mpeded development. S�ngapore successfully leveraged �ts
governance to �ntegrate �nto global markets and attract s�gn�f�cant �nvestment,
wh�ch contr�buted to �ts susta�ned econom�c progress. In contrast, South Sudan's
rel�ance on o�l exports, comb�ned w�th governance weaknesses and prolonged
�nstab�l�ty, left �ts economy vulnerable to external shocks and stagnat�on. These
f�nd�ngs underscore the cr�t�cal role of governance qual�ty �n shap�ng econom�c
trajector�es, h�ghl�ght�ng how �nst�tut�onal strength and stab�l�ty can dr�ve growth,
wh�le �nst�tut�onal frag�l�ty and confl�ct h�nder development. S�ngapore's ab�l�ty to
establ�sh funct�onal �nst�tut�ons has fac�l�tated �ts econom�c success, desp�te �ts
author�tar�an governance. In contrast, South Sudan’s author�tar�an�sm,
compounded by �nternal confl�ct and �nst�tut�onal dysfunct�on, has h�ndered �ts
econom�c development. As L�ndstaedt (2020) observes, author�tar�an reg�mes
d�ffer �n the�r structures and capac�t�es, wh�ch, �n turn, shape the�r soc�al and
econom�c outcomes.

Thus, �t �s not accurate to assert that author�tar�an states are �nherently
econom�cally developed or underdeveloped. Rather, th�s assessment must
cons�der the soc�o-h�stor�cal foundat�ons of each state and �ts soc�ety (Hosse�n�,
2005). S�ngapore’s relat�vely stable author�tar�an reg�me, character�zed by
effect�ve state-bu�ld�ng and pos�t�ve econom�c pol�c�es, contrasts sharply w�th
South Sudan’s more turbulent and econom�cally stagnant author�tar�an�sm.
Consequently, the relat�onsh�p between author�tar�an�sm and econom�c
development �s cont�ngent upon the spec�f�c pol�t�cal, �nst�tut�onal, and h�stor�cal
contexts of each state. Th�s study bu�lds on ex�st�ng f�nd�ngs by Acemoglu and
Rob�nson (2006) and Rodr�k (2000), re�nforc�ng that �nst�tut�onal qual�ty
s�gn�f�cantly �mpacts econom�c outcomes. 
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S�ngapore al�gns w�th developmental author�tar�an models l�ke Ch�na and
V�etnam, where strong �nst�tut�ons and governance have dr�ven econom�c
growth. In contrast, South Sudan m�rrors cases of frag�le states such as Z�mbabwe
and Venezuela, where weak �nst�tut�ons and �nstab�l�ty have h�ndered
development. Comparat�ve research across other author�tar�an states could
prov�de further �ns�ghts �nto the complex relat�onsh�p between governance and
econom�c performance. Future research may explore the role of �nternat�onal
organ�zat�ons �n m�t�gat�ng econom�c �nstab�l�ty w�th�n frag�le author�tar�an
reg�mes, conduct long�tud�nal stud�es to analyze sh�fts �n �nst�tut�onal qual�ty and
econom�c outcomes over t�me, and exam�ne democrat�c trans�t�ons �n formerly
author�tar�an econom�es to �dent�fy pathways for susta�nable development.
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In add�t�on to the pol�t�cal and �nst�tut�onal factors shap�ng the econom�c
outcomes of author�tar�an reg�mes, �t �s �mportant to cons�der external �nfluences
such as global�zat�on, �nternat�onal trade partnersh�ps, and fore�gn d�rect
�nvestment. In the case of S�ngapore, �ts strateg�c �ntegrat�on �nto global markets
and ab�l�ty to attract fore�gn �nvestments have played a cr�t�cal role �n susta�n�ng
�ts econom�c growth. South Sudan’s l�m�ted engagement w�th the global
economy, compounded by �ts ongo�ng �nternal confl�cts, on the contrary, has
h�ndered �ts ab�l�ty to leverage such external resources for development. These
external dynam�cs further underscore the complex�ty of the relat�onsh�p between
governance structures and econom�c performance, demonstrat�ng that wh�le
�nternal factors are p�votal, the broader geopol�t�cal and econom�c env�ronment
also s�gn�f�cantly �nfluences a nat�on’s developmental trajectory.
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Conclus�on

In conclus�on, �t �s overly s�mpl�st�c to assert a d�rect and un�form relat�onsh�p
between author�tar�an�sm and econom�c development. Wh�le theor�sts such as
Samuel Hunt�ngton argue that author�tar�an reg�mes can more effect�vely
�mplement state pol�c�es and econom�c reforms, contemporary examples
demonstrate that the relat�onsh�p �s more complex and context-dependent.
Author�tar�an states such as Ch�na and South Korea have successfully challenged
Western democrat�c hegemony, yet the development trajectory of a state �s
shaped by mult�ple factors beyond �ts pol�t�cal reg�me alone. Th�s dynam�c �s
part�cularly ev�dent �n the cases of S�ngapore and South Sudan. S�ngapore’s
s�ngle-party author�tar�an government has successfully cap�tal�zed on �ts h�stor�cal
and nat�onal resources, s�gn�f�cantly �ncreas�ng per cap�ta �ncome and
transform�ng the nat�on �nto a hub of technolog�cal advancement and econom�c
prosper�ty. Conversely, South Sudan represents an example of a frag�le
author�tar�an state, unable to manage �nternal c�v�l confl�cts and soc�o-pol�t�cal
unrest, thus �nh�b�t�ng �ts econom�c growth. Therefore, when compar�ng the
econom�c outcomes of states �n relat�on to the�r governance systems, �t �s
essent�al to cons�der add�t�onal factors �ntr�ns�c to each country's soc�o-pol�t�cal
and h�stor�cal context. Adopt�ng a structural approach prov�des a more nuanced
understand�ng of these dynam�cs. States l�ke S�ngapore, wh�ch have establ�shed
strong �nst�tut�onal frameworks, can ach�eve econom�c development desp�te the�r
author�tar�an governance. In contrast, econom�c development �s more
challeng�ng �n states w�th unstable �nternal dynam�cs, such as South Sudan. The
compar�son between S�ngapore and South Sudan h�ghl�ghts the necess�ty of
exam�n�ng a state’s �nst�tut�onal capac�ty and soc�o-h�stor�cal cond�t�ons to fully
understand the relat�onsh�p between pol�t�cal reg�me types and econom�c
development.

Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

13December 2024 & Issue 12



Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

14

B�bl�ography

Acemoglu, D., & Rob�nson, J. (2006). Econom�c or�g�ns of d�ctatorsh�p and democracy. Cambr�dge
Un�vers�ty Press.

Acemoglu, D., Na�du, S., Restrepo, P., & Rob�nson, J. A. (2019). Democracy does cause growth.
Journal of pol�t�cal economy, 127(1), 47-100.

Anckar, C. (2008). On the appl�cab�l�ty of the most s�m�lar systems des�gn and the most d�fferent
systems des�gn �n comparat�ve research. Internat�onal Journal of Soc�al Research Methodology,
11(5), 389-401.

Arıöz, Z., & Topdağ, D. (2024). Frag�le States and A�d Allocat�on for Sub-Saharan Afr�can Countr�es:
An Emp�r�cal Research. Uluslararası İl�şk�ler Derg�s�, 21(81), 45-59.

Aust�n, I. P. (2009). S�ngapore �n trans�t�on: Econom�c change and pol�t�cal consequences. Journal
of As�an Publ�c Pol�cy, 2(3), 266-278.

Baş, S. (2007). Bağımsızlığından günümüze Sudan; s�yas� ve ekonom�k yapı (Master's thes�s, Sosyal
B�l�mler Enst�tüsü).

Bell, D. A. (1997). A commun�tar�an cr�t�que of author�tar�an�sm: the case of S�ngapore. Pol�t�cal
Theory, 25(1), 6-32.

Bermeo, N. (2016). On democrat�c backsl�d�ng. Journal of Democracy, 27(1), 5–19.

Besley, T., & Kudamatsu, M. (2008). Mak�ng autocracy work. The Econom�cs Journal, 118(531), 1–24.
B�lgenoğlu, A. (2013). İng�l�z sömürgec�l�ğ�n�n Mısır ve Sudan örneğ�nde karşılaştırmalı b�r
çözümlemes� (Doctoral d�ssertat�on, DEÜ Sosyal B�l�mler� Enst�tüsü).

Bogaards, M. (2009) How to class�fy hybr�d reg�mes? Defect�ve democracy and electoral
author�tar�an�sm, Democrat�zat�on, 16(2), pp. 399-423.

Brownlee, J., (2007). Author�tar�an�sm �n an age of democrat�zat�on. Cambr�dge Un�vers�ty Press,
pp. 1-43.

Caraman�, D. (2020) Comparat�ve Pol�t�cs, Oxford Un�vers�ty Press, pp. 35-66.

Chang, Y., & Wong, J. F. (2003). O�l pr�ce fluctuat�ons and S�ngapore economy. Energy pol�cy, 31(11),
1151-1165.

Chee, C. H. (1976). The role of parl�amentary pol�t�c�ans �n S�ngapore. Leg�slat�ve stud�es quarterly,
423-441.

De Waal, A. (2014). When kleptocracy becomes �nsolvent: Brute causes of the c�v�l war �n South
Sudan. Afr�can Affa�rs, 113(452), 347–369.

Devec�oğlu, K. (2017). Türk�ye-Afr�ka İl�şk�ler�n�n Pol�t�k Ekonom�s�: Sudan Örneğ� (Doctoral
d�ssertat�on, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt Ün�vers�tes� Sosyal B�l�mler Enst�tüsü).

Doboš, B., & M�čko, B. (2024). Nomos, Host�s, and War: State-Bu�ld�ng Process and Armed Forces �n
Afr�ca. Armed Forces & Soc�ety, 50(2), 539-561.

December 2024 & Issue 12



Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

15

Eltah�r, Y., Abdelmotlab, A., Mousa, E. Y. M., & Yous�f, F. (2021). The Sudan economy" challenge and
suggest�ons" Meta study. Global Journal of Econom�cs and Bus�ness, 11(3), 471-476.
Faure, A. M. (1994). Some methodolog�cal problems �n comparat�ve pol�t�cs. Journal of Theoret�cal
Pol�t�cs, 6(3), 307-322.

Fukuyama, F. (2011). The or�g�ns of pol�t�cal order: From prehuman t�mes to the French Revolut�on.
Farrar, Straus, and G�roux.

Ganesan, N. (1996). Democracy �n S�ngapore. As�an Journal of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence, 4(2), 63-79.
Gerr�ng, J. (2004). What �s a case study and what �s �t good for? Amer�can Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Rev�ew,
98(2), 341–354.

Gerr�ng, J., Bond, P., Barndt, W. T., & Moreno, C. (2005). Democracy and econom�c growth: A
h�stor�cal perspect�ve. World pol�t�cs, 57(3), 323-364.

Gerr�ng, J., Thacker, S. C., & Alfaro, R. (2020). Democracy and human development. Journal of
Pol�t�cs, 74(1), 1–17.

Gur�ev, S., & Tre�sman, D. (2020). Informat�onal autocrats. Journal of Econom�c Perspect�ves, 33(4),
100–127.

Haber, S., & Menaldo, V. (2011). Do natural resources fuel author�tar�an�sm? Amer�can Pol�t�cal
Sc�ence Rev�ew, 105(1), 1–26.

Haen�g, M. A., & J�, X. (2024). A tale of two Southeast As�an states: med�a governance and
author�tar�an reg�mes �n S�ngapore and V�etnam. As�an Rev�ew of Pol�t�cal Economy, 3(1), 4.

He, B., & Thøgersen, S. (2010). G�v�ng the people a vo�ce? Exper�ments w�th consultat�ve
author�tar�an �nst�tut�ons �n Ch�na. Journal of Contemporary Ch�na, 19(66), 675–692.

Henderson, J. C. (2012). Plann�ng for success: S�ngapore, the model c�ty-state?. Journal of
Internat�onal Affa�rs, 69-83.

Hosse�n�, H. (2005). An econom�c theory of FDI: A behav�oral econom�cs and h�stor�cal approach.
The Journal of Soc�o-Econom�cs, 34(4), 528-541.

House, F. (2022). Freedom �n the World 2022-South Sudan.

Huff, W. G. (1995). The econom�c growth of S�ngapore: Trade and development �n the twent�eth
century. Cambr�dge Un�vers�ty Press.

Husák, J. (2022). EU democracy promot�on �n contemporary sub-Saharan Afr�ca: the case study of
South Sudan.

Ilz�ns, P. (2015. Why do the 'soft' author�tar�an reg�mes �n Southeast As�a pers�st, Un�vers�ty of
Sussex.

Kao, P. S. (2022). The Pol�t�cal Economy of S�ngapore and Its Development Strateg�es under USA-
Ch�na Power R�valry: A Cho�ce of Hedg�ng Pol�c�es. The Ch�nese Economy, 1-13.

Knutsen, C. H. (2011). Democracy, d�ctatorsh�p and protect�on of property r�ghts. Journal of
Development Stud�es, 47(1), 164–182.

December 2024 & Issue 12



Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

16

Lachapelle, J., & Hellme�er, S. (2022). Pathways to democracy after author�tar�an breakdown:
Comparat�ve case select�on and lessons from the past. Internat�onal Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Rev�ew.

Lam, N. M. (2000). Government �ntervent�on �n the economy: a comparat�ve analys�s of S�ngapore
and Hong Kong. Publ�c Adm�n�strat�on and Development: The Internat�onal Journal of
Management Research and Pract�ce, 20(5), 397-421.

Landman, T., (2008). Issues and Methods �n Comparat�ve Pol�t�cs: An Introduct�on. Routledge, pp.
24-45.

Leong, H. K. (2000). C�t�zen part�c�pat�on and pol�cy mak�ng �n S�ngapore: Cond�t�ons and
pred�caments. As�an Survey, 40(3), 436-455.
Lev�tsky, S. & Way, L.(2002). The r�se of compet�t�ve author�tar�an�sm. Journal of Democracy. 13(2),
pp. 51-65.

L�jphart, A. (1971). Comparat�ve pol�t�cs and the comparat�ve method. Amer�can pol�t�cal sc�ence
rev�ew, 65(3), 682-693.

L�m, T. C. (2010). Comparat�ve pol�t�cs: An �ntroduct�on to pol�t�cal sc�ence and comparat�ve
methods. Saylor Foundat�on.

L�m, T. C. (2010). Do�ng comparat�ve pol�t�cs: An �ntroduct�on to approaches and �ssues (pp. 24-25).
Boulder: Lynne R�enner Publ�shers.

L�ngle, C. (1996). S�ngapore's author�tar�an cap�tal�sm. Ed�c�ons S�rocco, SL.

L�nz, J. J., & L�nz, J. J. (2000). Total�tar�an and author�tar�an reg�mes. Lynne R�enner Publ�shers.

Low, L. (2001). The S�ngapore developmental state �n the new economy and pol�ty. The Pac�f�c
Rev�ew, 14(3), 411-441.

Lührmann, A., & L�ndberg, S. I. (2019). A th�rd wave of autocrat�zat�on �s here: What �s new about �t?
Democrat�zat�on, 26(7), 1095–1113.

Magara, I. S. (2024). State-bu�ld�ng South Sudan: �nternat�onal �ntervent�on and the format�on of a
fragmented state: by Sara de S�mone, Le�den, Br�ll, 2022, x��+ 214pp.,£ 64.14 (paperback, also
ava�lable as ebook), ISBN 978-90-04-51189-7.

Malesky, E., & London, J. (2014). The pol�t�cal economy of development �n Ch�na and V�etnam.
Annual Rev�ew of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence, 17, 395–419.

Manfred� F�rm�an, F., & M�rghan�, O. (2022). Can Sudan's Democrat�c Trans�t�on Be Salvaged?.
M�ddle East Pol�cy, 29(2), 134-149.

Means, G. P. (1996). Soft author�tar�an�sm �n Malays�a and S�ngapore. Journal of Democracy, 7(4),
103-117.

Merry, S. E. (2016). The rule of law and author�tar�an rule: Legal pol�t�cs �n Sudan. Law & Soc�al
Inqu�ry, 41(2), 465-470.

Mounk, Y. (2018). The people vs. democracy: Why our freedom �s �n danger and how to save �t.
Harvard Un�vers�ty Press.

December 2024 & Issue 12



Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

17

North, D. C. (1990). Inst�tut�ons, �nst�tut�onal change and econom�c performance. Cambr�dge
Un�vers�ty Press.

Ofor�, G. (1988). Construct�on �ndustry and econom�c growth �n S�ngapore. Construct�on
Management and Econom�cs, 6(1), 57-70.

Oo�, S. M. (2016). Reth�nk�ng L�nkage to the West: What Author�tar�an Stab�l�ty �n S�ngapore Tells Us.
Internat�onal Journal of As�a Pac�f�c Stud�es, 12(2), 1.

Our World �n Data. (2024). Fore�gn d�rect �nvestment, net �nflows as share of GDP, 1970 to 2022.
Retr�eved from Our World �n Data: https://ourworld�ndata.org/grapher/fore�gn-d�rect-�nvestment-
net-�nflows-as-share-of-gdp?tab=chart&country=SGP~SSD

Our World �n Data. (2024). GDP per cap�ta. Retr�eved from Our World �n Data:
https://ourworld�ndata.org/grapher/gdp-per-cap�ta-worldbank?
tab=chart&country=SGP~OWID_WRL 

Our World �n Data. (2024). Share of the populat�on w�th access to electr�c�ty. Retr�eved from Our
World �n Data: https://ourworld�ndata.org/grapher/share-of-the-populat�on-w�th-access-to-
electr�c�ty?tab=chart&country=SSD~OWID_WRL
 
Peebles, G., & W�lson, P. (2002). Econom�c growth and development �n S�ngapore: Past and future.
Edward Elgar Publ�sh�ng.

Pep�nsky, T. B. (2008). Cap�tal mob�l�ty and coal�t�onal pol�t�cs: author�tar�an reg�mes and econom�c
adjustment �n Southeast As�a. World Pol�t�cs, 60(3), 438-474.

P�r�l�, R. M. (2016). Devlet ve Otor�terl�k Üzer�ne. İkt�sat ve Toplum Derg�s�, 68, 12-19.

Prun�er, G., & G�sselqu�st, R. (2003). The Sudan: a successfully fa�led state. State fa�lure and state
weakness �n a t�me of terror, 101-127.

Pye, L. W. (2024). The new As�an cap�tal�sm: A pol�t�cal portra�t. In In search of an East As�an
development model (pp. 81-98). Routledge.

Radon, J., & Logan, S. (2014). South Sudan: Governance arrangements, war, and peace. Journal of
Internat�onal Affa�rs, 149-167.

Rah�m, L. Z., & Yeoh, L. K. (2019). Soc�al pol�cy reform and r�g�d�ty �n S�ngapore’s author�tar�an
developmental state. The L�m�ts of Author�tar�an Governance �n S�ngapore's Developmental State,
95-130.

Rodan, G. (1998). The Internet and pol�t�cal control �n S�ngapore. Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Quarterly, 113(1),
63-89.

Rodr�k, D. (2000). Inst�tut�ons for h�gh-qual�ty growth: What they are and how to acqu�re them.
Stud�es �n Comparat�ve Internat�onal Development, 35(3), 3–31.

Rolandsen, Ø. H. (2015). Another c�v�l war �n South Sudan: The fa�lure of guerr�lla government?
Journal of Eastern Afr�can Stud�es, 9(1), 163–174.

Romer, P. M. (2009). Two strateg�es for econom�c development: us�ng �deas and produc�ng �deas.
In The strateg�c management of �ntellectual cap�tal (pp. 211-238). Routledge.

December 2024 & Issue 12

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/gdp-per-capita-worldbank?tab=chart&country=SGP~OWID_WRL
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/gdp-per-capita-worldbank?tab=chart&country=SGP~OWID_WRL
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-of-the-population-with-access-to-electricity?tab=chart&country=SSD~OWID_WRL
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-of-the-population-with-access-to-electricity?tab=chart&country=SSD~OWID_WRL


Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

18

Rotberg, R. I. (Ed.). (2004). State fa�lure and state weakness �n a t�me of terror. Brook�ngs Inst�tut�on
Press.

Schedler, A., (2005) Electoral author�tar�an�sm, �n Emerg�ng trends �n the soc�al and behav�oral
sc�ences. W�ley.

Schull, T. J. (1988). R�ft bas�ns of �nter�or Sudan: petroleum explorat�on and d�scovery. AAPG bullet�n,
72(10), 1128-1142.

Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. Oxford Un�vers�ty Press.

Sm�th, A. (1966). The concept of structural change and �ts �mpl�cat�ons for development. In
Read�ngs �n Development Econom�cs. Pengu�n Books.

Sørensen, G. (1992). Kant and processes of democrat�zat�on: Consequences for neoreal�st thought.
Journal of Peace Research, 29(4), 397-414.

Toh, M. H. (1998). Compet�t�veness of the S�ngapore economy: a strateg�c perspect�ve. World
Sc�ent�f�c.

Verwe�j, M., & Pel�zzo, R. (2009). S�ngapore: Does author�tar�an�sm pay?. Journal of Democracy,
20(2), 18-32.

Voll, J. O. (1992). Turab�'s Revolut�on: Islam and Power �n Sudan (by Abdelwahab El-Affend�)(Book
Rev�ew). Amer�can Journal of Islam�c Soc�al Sc�ences, 9(2), 262.

Wrage, S. (1997). Explod�ng the myth of the author�tar�an advantage.

Yılmaz, B. (2023). Lee Kuan Yew: Uluslararası pol�t�kanın büyük ustası ve S�ngapur ekonom�k
muc�zes�n� yaratan devlet adamı: Ç�n ve Amer�ka B�rleş�k Devletler� üzer�ne eleşt�r�ler.

December 2024 & Issue 12


