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Abstract

The Revolt of Sheik Obaidullah Nehri is considered to the first nationalistic revolution, which attempted to
generate a Kurdish national union in the region in order to liberate Kurdistan. Hence, the regional powers and the
British took many aspects of this revolution into account so sensitively and carefully. As a result, this key stage of
Kurdish history, this research attempts to show some great aspects of this revolt through a scientific approach.
This research has taken advantages from some relating references and documents of this subject.

The main objective of this study is to show the effects of this revolt on the balance of power in the region.
As from the beginning of this revolt the regional and great powers had paid serious attention to the development
of it, particularly the British authority had taken its development seriously. As a result, the British show its policy
and attitude to its events to the regional powers.

Within its process this study attempts to answer some critical questions such as what were the main reasons
behind declaring this revolt and what were the British view to it? What were the main objectives of this revolt and
how the British look at its developments? How was Sheikh Obaidullah’s relations with the British and how the
British policy evolved with him? What was the British position to events of this revolution? Did the British play a
role in the collapsing of this revolt?

Keywords: Sheikh Obaidullah Nehri, Kurdish question, Iran, Ottoman, the British attitude and policy.
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Report from William Abbot

Tabreez, 1 October, 1881

I mentioned in my Dispatch No.27 of last year, which I had the honor to address to
your Lordship that on quitting Oroomiah [Urmiya] I had an interview with the
Sheikh Obeidullah [Ubeydullah]. Considerable interest appears to attach to that
Kurdish chiel who is now at Constantinople. | have therefore thought that a brief
account of the conversation | had with him as well as a description of his person
and character may prove interesting to her Majesty’s government . . . He speaks
Turkish and Persian fluently but with a Kurdish accent, and has a considerable
knowledge of Arabic . . .

I had heard so much about him, but never anticipated that it would fall to my lot
to be in personal relations with him. | appreciated the kindness and courtesy
he had shown me and thanked him for the readiness with which he had listened
to my representation on behalfl of Christian and Mussulman non-combatants as
well as for restoring property, which his troops plundered from Nestorian villages.
I then asked the Sheikh what his programme was. He replied that he wished to
reorganize Kurdistan. | enquired how he intended doing this, adding that he was
neither justified in making war upon Persia nor raising a rebellion in Turkey, to
attain his object. He then observed that he had been badly treated by both these
powers. The Porte not has given him credit for good intentions. Kurdistan required
to be ruled with an iron hand. No one understands its requirements better than
he did. There remarked the Sheikh that he was treading on delicate ground. Did
he imply that his object was to form Kurdistan into a separate Principality, inde-
pendent of the Porte or merely to weld together its rude component elements, reduce
order out of chaos and became the responsible head of Kurdish nation answerable
to the Sultan for their good conduct as well as for the collection of the taxes? To
this the Sheikh replied that nobody ever doubted his loyalty to the Sultan, but that
he had a very poor opinion of the Pashas. He felt that the moment had arrived when
something ought to be done for Kurdistan. He loved his countrymen. They were
sorely in need of reforms. It was true that they were uneducated, undisciplined,
addicted to brigandage and altogether in a most barbarous condition. He was anx-
ious to remedy these evils and place his people in the position to which human
beings they were entitled. The Kurds in Persia had been shamefully treated. Exac-
tion, oppression, cruelty, violence, lust, every species of wrong, these had been the

(Report by the British Consul on the Sheikh Ubeydullah Revolt in 1880-1881)
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Obituary 1 - No Title

New York Times (1857-1022); Nov 20, 1883;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times (1851-2008)

| OBITUARY NOTES.

——— o

Sheik Obeidullah, the Kurdish Chief, has
died of cholers at Mecoa
(The New York Times, 20 November 1883,1)
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Special to The Oil Review.

London, Nov. 3.—Persons who
are prominent in court circles
confirm  the rumor that the
Prince of Wales is in delicate
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