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Abstract

The western Kurdologists especially British played a key role in showing the Kurdish history
and their condition of political, economic, society and Language, as they left among the Kurds and
witness their conditions, the attempted to master the Kurdish language as they desired to have
knowledge on the Kurdish situations so they wrote all aspects that related to the Kurdish situations
from their views, one of these British Kurdologist had played significant role on writing the Kurdish
and their language is Major Soane, his position among the Kurdologist is greatly appeared, as a
result this subject is being chosen to show his viewpoints on the Kurds. The main objectives on
this study is to depict Major Soane’s point of views upon the Kurdish conditions and language as he
paid much attention on these aspects. Within its writing this study attempts to answer some key
questions that related to this subject such as Major Soane’s point of views on the Kurdish situation?
How he viewed the Kurds and their socio-political situation? What were major Soane’s objectives
behind of publishing Peshkawtin (development) newspaper? Why Major Soane learnt Kurdish
Language? How he viewed the Kurdish women for instance Adala Khanim?

Keywords
British Kurdologist, Kurds, Kurdish Language, Peshkawtin newspaper, Major Soane.
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Extended Abstract

This study attempts to show the Kurds and their Issue in the British
Kurdologist Major Soane’s views, as he wrote upon many espacts of Kurdish
conditions and their society. Also he greatly tried to learn Kurdish language in
order to understand Kurdish sircumestance make Kurdish language to be a
writing language and developed his knowledge on Kurds. Hence he
concentrated on Kurds in vieraity areas. He attempted to show the origin of
Kurds and their history through ancient history and Islamic period,
furthermore, he depicted the Kurdish history under the Ottoman impire and its
policy towards the Kurds and their situation under its policy.

Additionally, Major Soane demonstrated the Kurdish language and his
keen on learning Kurdish language and their literatuare, as a result he knew
Kurdish language more appropriately.

He presented the economic and society conditions of Kurds, he showed
the Kurds were mostly framers and lived in villages, the Kurds made their
needs in their farming land, they also were taking care of animal, they made
many foodstuffs in agricultural farming lands and they traded their produces in
internally and externally. They had expert of trading and exchanging their
produces. Because of their economic circumstances a part of Kurdich society
mainly Sheikhs and nobles emerged and they played a key role in the Kurdish
society, they became landlords and traders, they imposed their laws on
peasants and villagers to works in their interests.

Major Soane wrote his perspectives on the international and regional
agreements on Kurds, in this case he declared that some of the international
agreements such as Sykics Bico, Lauzan and Paris Peace agreement effected on
Kurds effectively, even though the Kurdish represenatives had greatly lobbied
for their issue, however the great powers ignored the Kurds as they have not
seen their interests in Kurdish issue. Hence they became victim of great powers
interests in the region.

One of the most important parts of Major Soane viewpoints on Kurds
was his efforts of publishing two Kurdish Journals were the Ture
Understanding and Development Journals, the Ture Understanding Journal
concentrated on many aspects of Kurdish condition many it focused on the
ancient history of Kurds and shew his views on Kurdish origin and their history
from the period of Salahadin period and how the historian explored the
Kurdish history, Moreover, it showed Kurdish literatures in its issues
frequently, in addition to Major Soane effroted to push Kurds to effort obtaining
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British support for their national issue, hence he told Kurds the British
government loved Kurds and want to support Kurds as it support other nations,
so the Kurds must have attempted to make relations with the British dipolmats
in the region, as they would have encouraged British authority to grant their
rights. However, Major Soane want to encourage Kurds to not rebel against
British authority in their land and worked for the Brtish interests in the region.

Major Soane adviced Kurds to made a national union, hence in
development journal he wrote varieties roprts on Kurds especially on Kurdish
language and education in Kurdistan, he attempted to show Kurds that
education is important in order to gemerate their language for learning and
developed through writing books and publishing journals.

The aim of this study is to clear Major Soane effort among the Kurds and
how he attempted to push Kurds to work in favorite of British interests in the
region. As it can be seen in his roprts he greatly attempted to make relations
with Kurdish leaders and encourage them to believe in British policy regarding
to the Kurdish issue and how it attempted to obtain their rights in Iraq through
its agreement with the regional powers.
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