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GECMIS BIR YANA, BUGUNU
HATIRLAYABILIR MiYiz?

MomentDergi’ye baslarken,
“giindelige gomiilii iktidar pratiklerinin
kurumsal giliclinii es geg¢meden, soz
konusu kurumsalliga karst ¢ikan
gliclendirici mikro Ornekleri sosyal ve
beseri bilimlerin akademik soziiniin
icinden gecirmeye calistigimiz bir siireci
dedik... Bir

kiiltirel c¢alismalar dergisi olarak

baglatmak istiyoruz”

boylesi bir derdin pesinden giderken
her sayida farkl bir temayla tartismalar
yuritiiyoruz. Ancak, tilke ve diinya
giindemiyle kosut olarak hizla degisen,
“neler oluyor?” dedirten Oyle ¢ok
tartisma odagi acgiliyor ki oOniimiizde,
temalar1  bir swralamaya  sokmak
zorlasiyor. Bir yandan da ¢agin ruhunu

imledigini sOyleyebilecegimiz bu hizli

akis akilda tutmayi neredeyse
imkansizlastiriyor.
Savasglar,  acgilimlar, ayrimci

sOylemler, fitratlar, gogler, is kazalar,
yolsuzluklar, polis siddeti, paraleller,
anayasal haklar, insan haklari, saghk

fasizmi, soykirimlar, oziirler... derken

PAST ASIDE, COULD WE REMEMBER
TODAY?

As we were taking off to
MomentJournal, we “aim[ed] to start a
process, through which we integrate the
cases that resist the implications of
institutional power for everyday life,
into the academic word.” As we pursue
this aim, we run discussions over
different themes in every issue of the
journal. But in parallel to the
momentum of the national and world
agenda there emerge so many topics of
discussion that force the speed of the
thinking process and make one wonder
“what is at hand,” and thus, impede the
ordering of the themes for each issue.
Besides, this rapid flow makes it almost

impossible to take for the flow of life.

Wars, extensions, discriminatory

discourses, rhetoric of creation,
migration, work accidents, corruption,
police violence, “parallel structures”,
constitutional rights, human rights,
health fascism, genocides, apologies...
and our attempts to understand turn

into notes we draw into history.
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olant biteni anlama ¢abalarimiz bir
yandan da tarihe diistiigiimiiz notlar
oluyor. Eyleyen oOzneler olmamizin
sorumlulugunu daha goriiniir kilan bu
hizli ve derin akis “Yeni Tiirkiye”nin
“yeni”sinin disarida biraktigl ne varsa
ontine katip yol almak istiyor. Bir
yandan “yeni” ye vurgu yaparken, diger
yandan kesintiye ugrayan “eski giizel
kaldig:

edecegini vadeden ve gelenegi yad eden

gunler”in yerden devam
diistin, toplumu yeniden insa etme

telas igerisinde.

Telasl bir yikma ve yeniden insa

etme siireci bireyi ant yasamaya
cagiriyor. Iste o an, zeytin agaci bir am
olup ¢iktiginda simdi'nin ve burada’nin
ihtisamli  yenisi, kapsama  alanim
genisleterek, hatirlarken unutmay talep
ediyor. Hatirlanmaya mazhar olanin ve
unutulmay1 hak edenin smirmi c¢izen
“simdi ve burada’nin egemen oldugu
zamanlar, modernin bize Ogrettigi her
seyi

degistirebilme

anlayabilme, kurabilme,

hirsinin  nafileliginin
oOrtlisii ve ayn1 zamanda aynasi olabilir
mi? Insanmn igerisine itildigi tekillik
hallerinde tam da o tekillik hallerine
hali

diistiiglimiiz notlari siler mi?

sikistirllmis  bigarelik tarihe

This rather rapid and deep flow, which
makes the responsibility of human-as-
subject ever clearer, tends to persist in
its route, sweeping all those, which are
excluded from the newness of the “new
Turkey.” The thinking pattern that
simultaneously emphasizes the “new”
and promises the continuity of “the
good old days” that are supposed to
have been interrupted, is in a rush to

reconstruct the society.

An uptight process of destruction
and reconstruction calls the individuals
to live the moment. It is exactly that
moment, that sumptuous newness of
“here and now,” which demands
forgetting while remembering, through
extending its zone of coverage. Can the
times, ruled by “here and now” that
draws the boundaries of what is to be
remembered and forgotten, function as
both the veil for and mirror of the
futility of the modern ambition to
understand, construct and change
anything and everything? Would the
wretched state of being, imbedded in
the states of singularity that the human-
as-such has been pushed into, erase the

notes we have drawn into history?
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Notlarimiz, yazmalarimiz olmasa
bu hizla akan kopuslar doéneminde
hatirlamay1 nasil beceririz? Geg¢mis bir
yana bugilinii hatirlayabilir miyiz?
boliik

porgiiklitkten malul hafizamiz bugiinii

Cozililme anlarina ozgl
bugiinden nasil tutar? Ozetle, bugiinii

kayit altina almaya c¢ktigimizda,
arsivlemenin Otesine ge¢gmenin, bugiinij,
biitiinsel ve fakat parcalar1 es gegmeden
anlamanin bir yolu kalmis midir? Oysa
tam da “simdi ve burada”’nin 1srari
bugiinle gsimdi ve burada hallesmeyi
dayatiyor. Dolayisiyla, diistinmeyi-sozii
an’a sabitliyor; birlikte hareketi sahsiyete
birlikte

yollarina yigiyor ve yine dolayisiyla,

cekiyor, sahsiyeti olabilme

bugtinii anlamay arsivliyor.

Bugiinii diisiinerek, arsivlere esir

diismeden hatirlayarak, hafizay1

yasayarak kurmak ve yasamay1
hafizayla kurmak icin pek tabii ki umut
var. Umut, belki de, glindelik yasamda
kurumsal iktidarm sayisiz  mikro
goriintiileri karsisinda sayica ¢oklugun
yliksek sesini duyurmaktan ziyade bir
arada durarak eyleyebilmekten,
akademide/entelektiiel istigalde simdi
ve buradanin c¢agrisina direnmekten,

sOziin isledigi her alanda popiilerle elit

(iii)

The past aside, can we remember today?
How would our memory, wounded by
the fragmentation of the periods of
breakdowns, hold onto today from
within today? All in all, is there a way
left to record and understand today,
without falling into archiving, and with
a view to the totality, yet refraining from
ignoring the parts? But the persistence
of “here and now” forces us coming to
terms with today, here and now. Thus it
fixes thinking-word to the moment; it
retrieves togetherness to personal
existence; stacks the personal on the
path to togetherness and hence, archives

understanding today.

There is certainly hope to
construct memory through life and life
through memory by thinking on today,
and remembering while refraining from
falling prey to archives. The hope,
perhaps, lives in daily life through the
ability to act in the face of numerous
micro appearances of institutional
power, rather than annunciating the
loud sound of the majority, in academic
life the

resistance to the call of here and now,

and intellectual through

and in all spheres where word counts
through the refusal to abide with the
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arasimnda tercihe sikistirilmay1

reddetmekten geciyor. Umut, belki de
olan bitene, yasadigimiz cografyanin
ozelliklerine

bugiiniiniin  miistesna

kisitlanmadan gecmisle kurulan

devamlilik igerisinden, ama ge¢misi

tekerriir ettirme hatasina diismeden

bakmakta ve miidahale etmek igin
aranan imkan alanlarinda yatiyor.
MomentDergi'nin farkli

temalarla sekillenen sayilarinda boyle
bir bakma bigiminin pesine diismek
kaygisiyla an’t yakalamay: degil, bugiinii
hafizaya yerlestirmeyi, hafizay1 bugiinle

yasatma hattiin ¢izilmesini umuyoruz.

the
hope,

dictum of preference between
and the elite. The

perhaps, lies in looking at the state of

popular

affairs, with a broader perspective that
goes beyond the specific features of the
“now” of a particular geographical
that the
continuity with the past without falling

context, and considers
a prey to repetition. It might also be
found in the spheres of possibility,
that

searched for interfering with

specific now.

We hope that the issues of

MomentJournal, shaped around
different themes, would offer the path to
pursue such a way of looking that
would enable one to locate today in the
memory and to make memory live in
and through today, and one that resists

to be caught by the moment.



