S sl

7

* Sakarya
University,
Turkey

Sy
2021-(4/10)
49-64

Ol ydtt — Sl

¢ O i 1281 ol elintt Ol b
8 gLmall g (o sl ! (e 3yl | AT lad |yt
" 5le gl i) e

Aby Yl donds Jgs EW Slulw Jdow J] Aul,ull ods Oug @ e
CHEPPS, u,uﬁn 5 o gredl o JS 6 0L Al Joboiy - lnilid] olows &3 gmnnd
sl 3l Sl 5 . sl e Ahazouadl o goell olom g g O ol s SWI s oLl Lgaa]
e o3 o] I S e s (Kol o S et ey o ezt 3 )
o ol o Lgallss oY U s 0 BN 2505 o B (b @Y Lo
SV mdsdl oSl 2,01 Jslowss ¢ as o Ll . oY1 (el 33 el LglSo
e GUI g soenedl LY ) s 435 0 BBl gl 55 s LY LI e L)L
oW o 8 el el 0T Y] s S s s SV o o I e s 12013 ol
1,6 Jlnadl 95 o Il oY IS oy S i L3lady Ll ogol 52 U
EINIVF PRI JEAEL IR I PP SNCIR U YO P PROWRIEN

s gl el LT el i i sl e il LS

Gulf Policies toward Afghanistan: Cautious
Pragmatism between Opportunities and Fears

MEHMET RAKIiPOGLU *
ORCID NO : 0000-0002-6287-6943

ABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the policies of three Gulf states towards
Afghanistan, namely the UAE, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. The study argues that both
Saudi Arabia and the UAE have fears, the most important of which are the rap-
prochement between the Taliban and Iran, and possible waves of Afghan refugees.
The study found that the possibility that the Taliban's takeover of power would give
a boost to political Islam movements is a source of inconvenience for Abu Dhabi,
while Riyadh fears that the Taliban will threaten the security of its internal regime
or challenge its privileged position in the Islamic world. As for Qatar, the study ar-
gues that it is the most effective Gulf actor in Afghanistan, thanks to the mediating
role it has played between the United States and the Taliban since 2013. Despite the
different fears of each player, the common denominator among the three players is
that they follow a cautious pragmatic policy, so that each player is not in a hurry to

establish strong relations with the Taliban.
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