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The Role of Turkish Drones
in Azerbaijan’s Military Effectiveness

HULYA KINIK * SINEM CELIK * *

ORCID NO : 0000-0003-3816-269X ORCID NO : 0000-0001-9072-7542

ABSTRACT This study focuses on Turkey as a rising drone power in the interna-
tional arena in recent years. In this context, the article will scrutinize the case of
the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, which broke out on September 27, 2020. The
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, one of the frozen problems in the Caucasus region, was
ended in favor of Azerbaijan less than two months later. Turkey took on a game-
changing role in the region by supplying its ally Azerbaijan with unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) for use in the conflict, and significantly contributed to Azerbaijan’s
victory. Turkey’s political, diplomatic, and military contributions to Azerbaijan will
likely be discussed on the global agenda for years to come; this study will contribute
to the literature on the role and impact of Turkey’s military support, especially its
drones, on Azerbaijan’s Nagorno-Karabakh victory.
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