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Ibn Khaldun's Evaluation of Historical Narratives in his
Mugaddimah and Comparison with the Method of the Muhaddiths
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Abstract

Ibn Khaldun’s Muqaddimah has received extensive attention from scholars for its foundational
contributions to sociology. However, its original purpose —evaluating the authenticity of historical
reports—has not been equally emphasized. The research problem lies in Ibn Khaldun’s claim in the
Mugqaddimah that the most reliable way to scrutinize the accuracy of historical reports is to evaluate
them against the principles of social structures, which he considers prior to examining narrators
through jarh and ta’dil. This stance diverges from the methodology of hadith scholars in addressing
historical reports. This study seeks to contextualize Ibn Khaldun’s approach fairly, avoiding
excessive praise or criticism, while strengthening trust in the methodology of hadith scholars for
historical narration. The findings reveal that many historical reports criticized by Ibn Khaldun for
contradicting the principles of social structures were similarly invalidated by hadith scholars using
isnad and matn criticism. Moreover, Ibn Khaldun’s broad insights into societal dynamics and his
application of these insights to historical reports can enrich the matn criticism methods of hadith
scholars, provided that the foundational isnad criticism methodology is upheld.
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Ibn Haldun'un Mukaddimesinde Tarihi Rivayetleri Degerlendirmesi
ve Muhaddislerin Yontemiyle Kiyaslanmasi
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Oz

ibn Haldun'un Mukaddimesi, sosyoloji ilminin temellerini atmasi bakimindan arastirmacilar
tarafindan biiyilik ilgi gormiistiir. Ancak bu eserin asil yazilis amact olan tarihsel haberlerin
dogrulugunu tespit etme ve zayifliklarimi ele alma meselesi ayni derecede ele alinmamistir.
Aragtirmanin problemi, Ibn Haldun'un Mukaddime’de tarihsel haberlerin dogrulugunu en saglam
sekilde test etmenin, bu haberleri toplumsal yapilarin tabiatina uygunluk agisindan degerlendirmek
oldugunu savunmasidir. Ona gore bu yontem, ravilerin cerh ve ta’dil yoluyla incelenmesinden 6nce
gelir. Ancak bu yaklagim, hadis alimlerinin tarihsel haberleri ele alis yontemleriyle ¢elismektedir. Bu
calisma, ibn Haldun'un yontemini adil bir cerceveye oturtmayi, asir1 6vgiliden ve elestiriden
kaginmayi, ayrica hadis alimlerinin tarihsel rivayet metodolojisine giiveni artirmay:
amaglamaktadir. Aragtirmanin bulgulari, Ibn Haldun'un uygarhik ilkelerine aykiri oldugu igin
elestirdigi birgok tarihsel haberin, hadis alimleri tarafindan da isnad ve metin elestirisi yontemleriyle
gecersiz sayildigini gostermektedir. Ayrica, Ibn Haldun'un toplumsal yapi anlayisi ve bu
baglamdaki haber degerlendirmeleri, hadiscilerin metin elestirisi yontemine katki saglayabilir;

ancak isnad elestirisi yonteminden taviz verilmemelidir.
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