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Bu calisma, Sia kaynaklarinda hicri Gglinct ylizyilin en énemli ravilerinden
biri olan EbG Hasim el-Ca'feri’nin rivayetlerini sened ve metin agisindan
analiz etmek suretiyle Sif rivayet sisteminin yapisini konu edinen elestirel
bir calismadir. Bir vaka arastirmasi olarak Sii sistemde rivayet aktariminin
incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. EbG Hasim el-Ca‘feri'nin
rivayetlerinin goruldiigu “isnadlarin 6tesi’ni arastirmaya odaklanmakta;

dinamiklerini

onun ilmi, toplumsal, tarihsel ve codrafi etkilesimleriyle irtibatl verileri
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toplayarak bu isnadlarin glvenilir olup olmadigini ortaya ¢ikarmayr amaglamaktadir. Calisma, Sia rivayetlerinin
tutarliigr ve glivenilirligi ile isnadlarin tarihsel ve toplumsal bir olayi ne derece yansittigi konusunda bazi sorular
yoneltmekte, séz konusuisnadlarin cogu zaman sadece sekli unsurlar oldugu ve otantikligine dair diger kaynaklarca
desteklenen kanitlar tasimadigi sonucuna varmaktadir. Ayrica Eb( Hasim'in rivayetleri etrafinda eksikligi fark edilen
elestirel degerlendirmeler ve sonraki rivayetlerde Ehl-i Beyt'ten diger sahislarin nadiren bulunmasinin, bu rivayet
sisteminde bir sorun olusturabilecegini gostermektedir. Calisma, Eb( Hasim vakasi Gizerinden, $if isnad sisteminin,
senedin givenilirligi ile o donemde ve sonrasinda bir dogrulama ve belgeleme araci olarak etkinligi konusunda
bosluklar gosterdigi ve bu sistemin tarihsel agidan 6zglinligu konusunda birtakim sorgulamalara sebebiyet
verdigi sonucuna varmaktadir. Calisma, Sii rivayet sisteminin yapisi ve zorluklar hakkinda daha kapsamli bir resim
olusturmak igin diger ravilerin isnad uygulamalari Gizerine daha fazla calisma yapilmasi cagrisinda bulunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sii Hadis, Sii isnadlar, Eb Hasim el-Ca‘feri, isnadlarin Otesi, Tutarlilik, Ehl-i Beyt, Rivayet Tenkidi,
Tarihsel Ozgiinliik

ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the structure of the Shiite narration system by analyzing both the isnads and texts
of Ab Hashim al-Ja‘fari’s reports—one of the most prominent narrators of the third Islamic century as recorded
in Shiite sources. As a case study, the research aims to investigate the dynamics of narration transmission
within the Shiite framework. It specializes in exploring the “beyond isnads” aspect of Aba Hashim’s narrations,
compiling data related to his scientific, social, historical, and geographical interactions to evaluate the credibility
and authenticity of these isnads. The study raises questions regarding the consistency, reliability, and historical
and social authenticity of Shiite narrations. It concludes that these isnads were often merely formal constructs,
lacking substantive evidence of originality corroborated by other sources. Additionally, the research highlights
the absence of critical evaluation of Abu Hashim’s narrations and the scarcity of references to other members
of Ahl al-Bayt in later narrations, pointing to underlying issues in the Shiite narration system. Ultimately, the
study reveals significant gaps in the Shiite isnad system’s reliability and effectiveness as a tool for verification and
documentation, both in Aba Hashim’s era and in the centuries that followed. It calls for further research into the
isnad traditions of other narrators to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the structural challenges
within the Shiite narration system.

Keywords: Shiite Hadith, Shiite Isnads, Aba Hashim Al-Ja‘fari, Beyond Isnads, Coherence, Ahl al-Bayt, Narrations
Critique, Historical Authenticity

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study, titled Beyond the Isnads: Analyzing the Structure of Shiite Narratives Through
the Interactions of Abui Hashim al-Ja ‘fart, explores the narrations attributed to Abti Hashim
al-Ja‘fari, one of the prominent figures in the Shiite tradition during the third century AH.
By examining the scientific, social, historical, and geographical interactions surrounding his
isnads (chains of transmission) and their corresponding texts, the research aims to uncover
the coherence and consistency of these narrations and their alignment with external historical
data. The overarching objective is to enhance the understanding of the Shiite narrative system,
particularly its originality and reliability, by analyzing the underlying framework of Aba
Hashim’s narrations.

The study adopts a focused approach, choosing Abii Hashim al-Ja‘farT as a case study
due to his significant status among narrators of his era and the centrality of his narrations to
Shiite thought. Given the breadth of the Shiite narrative corpus and its extensive temporal
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and geographical span, the study narrows its focus to examine Abti Hashim’s narrations in

depth, treating him as a representative case to derive broader implications. The research

raises critical questions about the scientific, social, historical, and geographical interactions

evident in the isnads and texts transmitted by AbG Hashim. These questions include whether

such interactions demonstrate the robustness of the Shiite narrative structure or highlight its

potential vulnerabilities.

The research is divided into three major sections:

1. Conceptualizing “Beyond the Isnads” as a Tool for Systemic Analysis: This
section establishes the theoretical framework of the study, defining the concept of
“beyond the isnads” as an analytical tool to evaluate narrative systems. It highlights
how isnads are not merely chains of transmission but reflect a web of interactions
—scientific, social, historical, and geographical—that can validate or challenge the
reliability of a narrative system. The analysis demonstrates that a robust narrative
system requires coherence both internally (within the isnads and texts) and externally
(with independent historical data). This methodological approach challenges earlier
studies that focused solely on internal criteria, emphasizing the need for broader
contextual validation.
2. Historical and Biographical Insights on Abii Hashim al-Ja‘far1: This section
provides a comprehensive account of Abli Hashim al-Ja“fari’s life, relationships, and
contributions to Shiite thought. Abti Hashim is positioned as a pivotal figure who
transmitted narrations from five imams, with particularly strong relationships with
four of them. The research categorizes his narrations, noting their predominance in
theological and doctrinal themes, particularly in reinforcing Shiite beliefs such as
the designation of twelve imams and the miraculous attributes of the imams. The
study also examines the geographical distribution of his narrations, identifying an
unexpected concentration among Qom-based transmitters, despite his residence in
Baghdad. The limited transmission of his significant narrations raises questions
about the dissemination dynamics within the Shiite narrative system.
3. Analyzing the Interactions Behind Abii Hashim’s Isnads: This section delves
into the scientific, social, historical, and geographical dimensions of Abti Hashim’s
narrations. The analysis reveals critical gaps in the isnads, including inconsistencies
in the transmission patterns and a lack of corroborative historical evidence. For
instance, the study identifies instances of narrations being transmitted by singular
or ambiguous transmitters, raising questions about the authenticity and reception
of these narrations in their contemporary context. Furthermore, the study highlights
the absence of broader societal interactions, such as the minimal involvement of
other members of the Ahl al-Bayt in transmitting pivotal narrations, and the lack
of tangible geographical markers in Ab@i Hashim’s narrations.
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The research also explores the issue of narrative consistency, identifying examples where
internal contradictions or historical inaccuracies challenge the coherence of Abli Hashim’s
narrations. These inconsistencies point to potential ideological motivations in the construction
of certain isnads, which may have been shaped to serve specific theological agendas rather
than reflect historical realities.

The study concludes that many of Abti Hashim’s isnads appear to serve as formal
structures rather than reflections of actual social, scientific, or historical interactions. The
lack of corroborative evidence from external sources and the absence of critical scrutiny of
these narrations in early Shiite scholarship raise concerns about the reliability of the narrative
system. Additionally, the research highlights the methodological limitations of relying solely on
internal evaluative criteria, advocating for a more interdisciplinary approach that incorporates
historical, social, and geographical analysis.

By focusing on Abli Hashim al-Ja‘farT, the study provides a framework for future research
to evaluate other narrators and broader narrative systems within Islamic historiography. It
underscores the importance of moving beyond traditional isnad-based analyses to consider
the wider contextual factors that shape the transmission and reception of narratives.
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