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THE PAINS OF MIDDLE PASSAGE IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE
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OZET:

14927¢en itibaren baglayan Amerika kitasimun Avrupalilar taratindan “kesti ve kullanilmas” diinya
tarihi agisindan dnemli bir geligme oldugu gibi. tarihin bu dnemli degisim doncminde, insan ve
diinya kaderini bagkalagtiran yogun ve karmagik bir toplumbilimsel stire¢ vaganmistr, Kuzey ve
Giiney Amerika’yn kolonilestiren ¢ Avrupa ilkesinden Ispanya’yla Fransa kalior olmay
amaglamadiklarl i¢in, sadece belli bir siire devam eden ticarct baglantilariyla vetinmiglendir ama
daha sonra gelen Ingilizler, yaklagk iki yitz elli 1l iginde tim Kuzey Amerika’ya hakim olup
tarima davall bir ekonomiyle Mew England ve Chesapeake yerlesik kolonilerini kurmuslardir.
Bugiinkil Amerikalilarin temelini olugturan bu koloni insanlarina, kisa bir stire iginde Portekizli
kole tacirleri tarafindan getirilen Afrikal kara derili insanlar da katilmistir. 17, yizynhin baglarinda
temeli atilmug olan bu iki Ingiliz kolonisinde gelisen yerel ticarct, Ingiltere/ Amerika/Atiika tiggeni
iginde buyik bir Atlantik Okyanusu merkantalist ticarct agina dondisir. Bu figgen ag, aym
zamanda Afrikali kolelerin de Amerika’va zorla getintildiklerd yolun temceli olmugtur. Pek ok
Afrikalmm aghk, hastalik ve zor yasam kogullan yizinden telet oldugu bu okyanus yolculuguna
Middle Passaye denmistir. Bu atlantikttesi kile ticarcti 1807 ¢ kaclar stinnils ama Afrikall insanin
aclsl ve 1stirabl sanat eserlerinde, dzellikle de edebiyatta somutlagrugtir. Neredeyse her Afrika
kikenli vazann bir sekilde degindigi Middle Passage’in acikh hikayeleri, ¢agdas Amerikan
edebivatimin iki onemli Afrika kikenli vazan, August Wilson in oyunlariyla Nobel Edebiyat
Odiilli Toni Morrison™an romanlarinda anlatily. Bu makalede, Middle Passage diye amlan tarihsel
olgudan yola ¢ikilip bu kéle satig yoleulugunun 20. yizyil edebivatindaki érnekleri incelenecektir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Amerika n kesti ve kallanilmasy, koloni devletleri, merkantalizin, Middle
Fassage (Orta Tiinel/Ara Pasaj) kéle pazari volu, August Wilson ve Toni Morrison gibi Atfiika
kiskenli Amerikal vazarlar.

ABSTRACT:

With the “exploration and exploitation™ of Americas starting in 1492, the Luropean nations shittec
their cconomic and political strite and competition to the New World. The Spanish who were the
first colonizers set up primitve colonics based on the hegemony of their soldiers, the
conquistacores. ‘The second Luropean colonizers were the rench who conducted fur trade up in
the north and along the St Lawrence river. The Loglish were the third and last colonizers who
established permanent colonies based on agriculture, ‘Thus New Logland and Chesapeake were the
first Lnglish colonies that became the basis of the modern nation, USA. Atter the colonization of
America by three Luropean nations, African slaves were brought to British North America by the
Portuguese slave traders because a transatlantic economic system with Logland at the top (or
centre) as the controlling power needed income and work force. ‘The labor force of the colonies
was supplicd by African people when the Africans were transported via a sad and painful route
called the Middfe Passage. In this paper. the focus of attention will be on this horible and
nightmarish Atlantic route and on the African-American writers August Wilson and ‘Toni Morrison
who recalled the memories of slavery and imparted the effect of slave narratives in their plays and
novels,

Keywords: Lxploration and cxploitation of Americas. colonization, mercantalism, Middle
Passage. African-American writers like August Wilson and ‘Toni Monrison.
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L INTRODUCTION: THE EUROPEAN DISCOVERY

Around 1400, Europe came out ol the medieval period which is sometimes
relerred o as the dark ages. In art and in science, Renaissance emerged while
nation states began o develop politically. However, the changing conditions in
Europe that had allected America the most, were cconomic and echnological.
Economically, a merchant class which sought cxpanded (rading opportunitics
developed. Teenologically, the leading European countries like Spain, France,
Holland and the newly emerging England were able o scarch lor a direct route
Lo the East because ol the improved ship building and navigational techniques.
Since the 12th century especially with Marco Pola who travelled o China,
traders were able (o bring back silk, spices and other luxurics as lucrative
business. However the Silk Road was controlled by the Ouomans and Central
Asians. We all know [rom our history books that in an attlempt to lind a sca-
route to the East, Christopher Columbus wavelled West and by chance
discovered America. Since he thought he had lound India he named the
inhabitants “Indians.” However it was not until 1499 that Amcerigo Vespucci
determined that the whole new continent had been discovered.

Starting with the colonization ol the American continent, three major
European nations cxplored and exploited the Americas. Columbus was an
Tialian but he sailed lor the Spanish Crown. For that rcason, Spain was the lirst
European power to explore the new lands. Columbus was soon [ollowed by the
conguistadores who were the Spanish soldicrs. These soldiers primarily sought
gold and riches but in time they set up primitive colonics bascd on enslaving
the native people. The Spanish colonization system, called encomienda made
way (o the expleitation ol the gold and to the spreading ol Christanity. The
Spanish occupicd south America and Florida. Under the Spanish, the natives
sullered gready [rom discases, cspecially (rom small-pox and [rom genocide.
Their culure was destroyed., their emples and citics torn down and  their

wrilten record burnt. This was the systematic destruction ol the Indian culture
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(Divine, 19). A sccond wave ol exploration was rcalized by the French
almost a centry later. The French radesmen were accompanicd by the
religious missionarics called Black Robes by the natives. These religious men
taught the Indians Europcan ways, reading, writing, their language and culwure.
The French objective was similar to the Spanish but their patern ol
cxploration and sculement was quite dillerent. Since the French cexplorers
sculed towards the north (in present day Canada) and because the weather was
harsh, they were interested in trading with the Indians lor lur o be sold in
Europe. Through this cultural communication, the Jesuit missonarics learncd
the Indian languages and taught them literacy. In general, it can be claimed
that the French looked more civilized in their colonization system than the
Spanish, but they also brought discasce and disruption Lo the native people.

The third colonizers were the English who were the most successlul because
their colonial system cstablished strongly with permanent colonies bascd on
agriculture. In almost 150 years, they became Euro-Americans. As aresult, the
British North America became a nation what is now known as USA. The
Spanish and the French colonizers who were cither soldiers or tradcsmen
remained temporarily in Americas but their impact survived all through the
next centurics.

The English colonizers who came to the New World had basicly two reasons:
1. 1o flee religious persccution. (Puritans sctded in New England and

Catholics established their settlement in Maryland)

[

o scck greater cconomic opportunitics. (Merchants migrated (o
Virginia Lo trade tobacco. Since the cconomic conditions in England
were bad, these traders could lind enthusiastic colonists casily but
they had Lo organize and lorm joint-stock companics since travel o
Americas was expensive.

Besides these cconomic and religious motivations, a third but underlying

rcason lor the English colonization was political. Starting with the [5th

54 Journal of Social Sciences 1 (12), N7, 32-66



The Pains of Middle Passage in African — American Literature

century onto the 18th, a strong competition developed between European
countrics Lo control the New World.

Thus, the carly exploration ol Amcricas was part ol a hegemonic struggle lor
power in Europe.

Lilc in America was hard lor the colonists, but ultimately it promised greater
[recedom and opportunity lor the European white man although it causcd pain
lor other races. Thus, three races met in the new conunent, the while
(Europcans), the red (Indians) and the black (Alricans). Besides the natives,
the third race ol people in the

New World was the Alricans but unlike the Indians or Europcans, the
Alricans were brought o America by the lorcelul hand ol slavery.

1I. AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND THE MIDDLE PASSAGE

Slavery was an important part ol the world cconomic system at the time ol
the discovery ol America. It was a common [cawre in Alrica and slave rade
was mostly controlled by West Alrican Kingdoms ol Ghana and Mali. The
Arab traders initiated the slave trade o Europe and the Mediterrancan but the
Spanish. Portuguese and other European (raders took up the business ol
supplying the New World with a labor lorce. By 1630, 10,000 slaves per ycar
were transported o Americas. From 10 % o 15 % ol the slaves died during the
Middle Puassage. About 5 % ol the total were shipped o the American
colonics. The rest went Lo Caribbean.

While the colonics were growing and beginning Lo assert their independence,
Alricans were transported in large numbers 10 America. Most ol the American
slaves, about 95 & went Lo Caribbean and about 5 % were brought (o British
North America. The route rom West Alrica which was called the Middle
Passage was ol a wiangular shape, located among Britain, America and Alrica
and it was very hard. About 20 % ol the slaves dicd on the way and about
200,000 slaves were shipped o North America where they worked on

plantations (Norton, 35).
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The British needed slavery because at the beginning ol the colonialistic
period, the colonics played an active cconomic role as small outposts but a
change arouse with the 1600s because Britian started heading the Ieadership in
a big mercantalistic system. According (o this cconomic rade system, the
colonics supplicd the mother country (Britain) with raw matcrials and served
as market lor manilactured goods. For about hundred and lilty ycars, Britain
tricd o conrol trade so that she could collect custom dutics [rom the colonics.

The Britsh saned o control the North Amcrican rade with a number of
navigation acts and hence, they cstablished a ransantlantic cconomic system at
the beginning ol the 17th century. This cconomic system can be viewed as a
triangle with England at the top as the controlling lorce. Raw matcrials (lowed
rom North America 0 England, while [ruit and wine came [rom West Alrica
via Spain and Portugucsc. In exchange, England cxported the manilactured
goods.

With this established cconomic system ol the 17th century, the Englishmen
introduced slavery which turned into human trade named Middle Passage. The
lirst Alricans were brought to the British North Amcerican colonics in 1619 and
towards the sccond hall of the 17th century, the slave trade organization was
totally part ol the system. A joint stock company held a monopoly on this trade
in 1672 and brought 120,000 slaves w England’s Amcrican colonics.
According Lo these slave traders, a lalling birthrate and unimproved economic
conditions in England decreased the number ol migrants to the colonics. When
the shortage became acute, import ol Alricans increasced. Besides, it was
dillicult o enslave the natives because they could casily escape since they
knew the land and environment very well.

. AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE

Alrican-American literature is the product ol white America and Alrican lolk

tales. The sorts ol Alrican (olk tales are numcerous and color(ul as: animal and

bird storics, old marster and John, colored man and white man, hoodoos and
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two-heads, spirits and hants, witches and mermaids. the lord and the devil,
wonders, horrors, protest tales, scare tales, (ool tales, lying tales, preachers,
cte. In his introductory note o the American Negro Folktales, Richard M.
Dorson compares and contrasts European tales with Alrican-American ones as
follows: “Onc ol the memorable bequests by the negro 0 American
civilization is his rich and diverse store ol folktales. This body ol oral
narratives ook [orm on Southern plantations during the dark days ol slavery
and has cxpanded and traveled north or the lips ol colored people in the last
hundred years. By contrast, the white population has integrated no firm
tradition ol ethnic [olktales. Ever since the Grimm brothers in 1812 (irst
revealed the abundance ol European peasant stories, the lolklorists ol cvery
country in Europe have enjoyed a succession ol [icld days. But no Grimm have
madc their appearance, or can appear, in Uncle Sam’s America” (Dorson, 12).
Dorson continues with his argument stating that the colonizing Englishmen
had some sort ol [olk storics ol witches, ghosts and the devil but that they did
not have magical lictions.

Middle Passage was just a beginming lor the Alrican-Amcricans. Their
existence and representation during the lirst years ol the colonics was not
questioned or delined but was neglected as a matter that remained vague lor
some time. With their labor and hard work on the plantations and alier the
South attained wealth through cotton, the cconomic structure ol the USA
changed since one-crop agricultural cconomy had advantages (and sometimes
disadvantages) in the new emerging cconomic system.

However, with the 19t century, the issuc ol slavery was becoming
problematic lor the North and for the whole nation. Most important ol all,
slavery was a notorious and black mark on American democracy, when viewed
[rom a universal perspective. On a national basis, the Cotton South was

beecoming powerlul politically and was loreing the new attained southern states
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to be accepted as slave-states. The industrial North was [rowning upon these
issucs and [clt the need o avoid lurther problems based on the issuc ol slavery.

American history has a period ol time when the most impontant political
issuc was the conllict and question ol slavery, slave-siates and the civil war.
During this period, there were a number ol white American writers who wrote
novels, poetry and short stories based on white American lile along with the
Alrican-Americans in the narrative.

For instance, the Amcrican classic Huckleberry Finn revolves around the
two important characters, the white boy Huckleberry Finn and the Alrican
slave Jim. The author ol the novel who was praised by the [ourteenth president
ol the USA Abraham Lincoln lor her narrative on the civil war was Harrict
Beecher Stowe. Her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin is again once ol the American
classics which exposes the social, cconomic and cultural atmosphere ol the
antcbellum South. Thus, American literary canon is lull ol the narratives bascd
on the slavery matter. Likewise, Alrican-American literature concentralces
mostly on the Alrican-American identity, on Alrican-American cxpericnee and
on the issuc ol slavery. A lot ol themes and issucs have depth into this
sociological event. Yet, a classilication is possible as: i. slave narratives, 1i.
narrative memories based on slavery or those that deal with the outcome ol this
issuc.

I 1. Slave narrative as a genre ol the abolitionist movement Lo dispel the
myths ol the pro-slavery argument

A slave narrative became a genre created just lor the American slaves as the
ex-slaves narrated their true lile stories during their lile. Some examples are: a
narrative ol the uncommon sullerings and surprizing ol Briton Hammon,
Gustava Vassa's lilc in Eboc. Frederick Douglass’™s narrative ol lile, a
narrative ol some remarkable incidents in the lile ol Soloman Bayley,

Narrative ol the lile ol Henry “Box™ Brown, the narrative ol the lile and
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adventures of Henry Bibb, a narrative ol the adventures and cscape ol Moscs
Raper, cle.

Although it is an autobiographical account. the [resh memorics ol slavery
were written down during the time ol slavery when the issucs were still on the
agenda or clear in the minds. It was the politcal voice ol the abolitionist
movements ol the [9th century. Johm Hope Franklin says “Negroes did not
invent American autobiography.

There are examples ol it in carly colonial America. The slave narratives
were, however, a very special kind ol autobiographics that were not only
apologics lor their authors cxistence, but also arguments against the kind ol
existence o which they had been subjected. Nor can it be successlully argued
that white abolistionists were the orginators ol the slave narrative as a literary
form or that they were the ghost writers ol all ol them. In the Jate cighteenth
century, long belore the Garrisons and the Whidiers had begun cven (o
consider assuming an abolitionist posture, Olaudah Equiano, also known as
Gustava Vassa, the Alrican, had wriucen his own narrative. And 1t was Vassa
who lirst ellectively used the events ol a slave’s lile as the basis lor atacking
slavery and the slave trade. A hall-century later, Frederick Douglass and
William Wells Brown, whom no onc would scriously suggest as having usced
ghost writers, would continue Lo sct lorth in the narratives ol their own lives
the philosophical and practical arguments against human bondage (Miller,
xvii).

III. 2. August Wilson and the impact ol the Middle Passage in his work:

The Alrican-American dramatist August Wilson who was born and raised in
a black slum in Piusburg in 1945 has a closc interest in the past history ol
Alrican slavery. He was surcly brought up with the storics ol slavery and
besides this, he most probably went through the pressures ol being the child of
a white lather and a black mother. In an interview, August Wilson lormwulates

two choices lor Alrican-Americans: cither o assimilate into the while

59 Sonyal Bilinler Dengini 1 (02), 2007, 53266



Prot. Dr. Ayse Didem Uslu

American socicty and losc Alrican roots or to protect the Alrican culture
seperately and remain as Alricans rather than blacks who have adopted
European values. When asked about his idcas on history and how he uses it as
material, August Wilson cxplains his idcas as lollows: “We're leltovers [rom
history-history that happencd when there was a tremendous need Tor manual
labor, when cotton was king.

But history and lile progress, you move into the industrial age, and now
we're moving into the computer age. We're lelt over. We're no longer needed.
AL one time we were very valuable to America- [ree labor” (Savran, 1988:
295). He is very sure that the history is something that belongs to the past and
that they have 10 move on. Yet the Alrican heritage should be remembered.
“His scarch lor the roots ol black cultural identity has led him o the black oral
tradition that helped usher in the blues singing ol Bessic Smith, who was,
ironically, a contemporary ol the real-lile Ma. Though a man ol mixed race,
Wilson identilics with the black ancestry ol his mother. This identilication has
locused his art. In the core ol his mind and being, he is a black man who
understands the hurdles black America most surmount belore doing justice Lo
its Iegacy” (Wolle, 1999: 4)

Wilson’s woman characters are not like men, i.c. they are strong and in lavor
ol new horizons but they are lorced o be submissive. This is true lor Ma
Rainey, although she is not the leading character in the play Ma Rainey’s
Bluck Bottom. Harry J. Elam, Ir states that Wilson “presents independent
women who assert [eminist positions, but who, cither through their own
volition or as the result ol external social pressurcs, ultimately conlorm o
traditonal gender roles and historical expectations™ (Nadcel, 1994: 163).

August Wilson’s play The Piano Lesson is based on the conllict between
past (revealing itsell on the event o come) and [uture. The piano becomes the
leitmotil of the Alrican-American heritage and of the wealth it may convey o

the young people of the 1930s. Although the narrative time ol the play is the
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post-Depression cra, the story and the meaning ol the piano represents the pain
ol the Middle Passage and the possibilty ol a lresh start paid Lo this antique on
its sale. Although the depression was becoming stabilized with 1930s, it was
nevertheless a dillicult dme lor the Alrican-Americans.

The Piano Lesson was written in 1986 and it was lirst produced in 1988. The
play brought August Wilson his sccond Puzltzer Prize alter the Fences. In the
play, the Alrican-American Charles lamily has doubts and pains about the
piano since they race the story ol their lamily as they discuss the sale ol it
Their ancestors Mama Bernicee and her nine year old son were sold out lor
this piano and they had gone through a painlul tme becausc ol Alrican slave
trade. On the other hand, alter live generations, slavery was over legally but
Boy Willic and Bernicee were having a hard time caming a living. Once the
piano was sold, the money it brought would comlort them but the question was
whether to remember the past or not. The main conflict ol the play ariscs when
men want Lo sell the piano and visit Berniece o lorce her into the sale and Lo
plan o use the money o buy the old Suuer land which was the plantation their
parents had lived on lor centuries. On the one hand, the land demonstrates their
ancestral labor, whereas the piano is the creaton ol the lamily history. The
characters have o decide on achieving the Amcrican dream through two
binary oppostions: owning the land or the artilact. Boy Willic believes that he
can gain respect and spiritual Ireedom as a black man by buying the land in the
south where their Alrican roots lie. On the contrary Bernicee trics to keep her
grandmothers tears on the piano as she had polished it

However the ghosts ol the slavery past [ree the characters at the end ol the
play, when August Wilson blends the opposing binarics. Wilson prelers a
compromisc ol Alrican past and American [uture. For example in another play,
Joe Tumer’s Come and Gone, Wilson puts Alrican religious raditions and
woodoo rituals side by side with American Christianity. Sandra D. Shannon

believes that Wilson’s “mission is not so much to challange the past Lo bring it
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once again into locus o cxemplily lor today’s audicnces how  Alrican-
Americans emerged triumphant. The importance ol history, then, is as a way ol
knowing the present world and of predicting and shaping the [uture.

Ultimately Wilson becomes a mythmaker” (Shannon, 1993: 3)

MI. 3. Toni Morrison and the Middlc Passage memorics in her novels

Contermporary Alrican-Amcrican writers tend o locus their work on the
painlul days ol slavery in order o keep the memorics ol this period [resh in the
minds ol people. For instance, the recent works such as QOctavia Butler’s
Kindred (1979), Tomi Momison’s Beloved (1988) and Charles Johnson's
Middle Passage (1990) have cither direct relerence o the Middle Passage or
indirecctly demonstrate the social and historical cvents on the plantations alicr
the nightmarish sca-route during the colonial years and in the lirst decades ol
the new republic.

Toni Morrison in her novel Beloved, creales stories about the time ol slavery,
constructing a historical background on her racial views. In the plot, Scthe kills
her baby daughter in order to save her lrom slavery but this dead daughter
returns Lo her in llesh and lorces Sethe wo remember her past. In this way, her
tragic denial becomes a remembered memory and at the end, she gains peace
as she remembers the lorgotien.

The daughter named Beloved in a way reminds her mother ol her sin and at
the same time lrees her ol the burden ol'it. Beloved’s coming [rom the river is
a relerence o the Middle Passage where millions ol Alricans had died and the
survivors had storics ol'it.

Beloved causes pain but this is the agony ol the collective unconscious.
Sethe’s two daughters hear the storics ol the Alrican past along with all the
Alricans because it is their existence and this existence must always remain
[resh. Cnsequently, Beloved brings the painlul past as Denver projects the

luture.
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In this way. Toni Mortison digs into the individual and collcctive memorics
ol the Alrican-Amcricans. Through the use of memory she constructs and
reconstructs the slave narrative genre and keeps the Alrican past alive. Her
reasons lor such a narrative strategy s as lollows:

1. As the voice ol the Alrican-Amcricans, Morrison initates a rebellion

against the traditonal idcas.

[ 3%

Constructing and reconstructing memory is a burst out ol silence and of

hidden leclings.

3. Momory 15 a way ol the storage ol the oral storytelling ol the woodoo
tradition.

4. The memorization skill and habit tes the Alricans Lo their roots.

5. Moemory and imagination arc blended in such a way (o constuct ncw
storics. However, the storics remain subjective and stable.

At the end of the novel, the order in the cosmos and the integration and
wholeness ol Alrican-Americans are attained through Sethe’s memories. Her
memorics as a woman, as a mother and as an Alrican arc restored since she
was silenced and had no chance to write her memorics down lor the Alrican
slaves were prohibited (rom literacy.

Besides using memory as a literary  tool, Morrison tears down the
conventional narrative (raditions and replaces it with a spiraling, unlinished
and many-voiced story. In other words, the lincar, progressive and mono-logic
namrative line is deconstructed. In additon o this, with Morrison’s usc of the
multivoiced narration o present the memories, the narrative becomes a story
observed [rom lots of angles, instead ol presenting a unilied voice. In her
article “A Dillerent Remembering: Memory, History, and Meaning in
Beloved” Marilyn Sanders Mobley states that the novel was more than a slave
narrative: “In a larger sense, however, it is what Mikhail Bakhtin calls a
‘reaccentuation’ of the past (in this case, the past of slavery) o discover newer

aspects ol meaning embedded in the classic slave narrative. Morrison’s
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purposc is not o convince white readers ol the slave’s humanity, but o
address black readers by inviting us (o the very part ol our past that many have
repressed, lorgoten or ignored™ (Gales/Appiah. 363)

IV. CONCLUSION

Three European countries and three races had met alter the cxploration and
cxploitation ol the New World alier 1492, As a projection ol the European
competition lor rade and commerce, Spain, France and England cstablished
colonics in Americas during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish soldiers
called conquistadorcs and the French lur traders together with Jesuit
missionarics sct up primitive colonics based on temporary scilements but the
English were the most successlul colonizers since they cstablished permancent
colonies basced on agriculture. Consequently, the European nations sct [oot on
Americas where the natives (Indians) had arrived and founded pucblo villages
centurics ago. With the establishment ol the English colonics New England
and Chesapcake. Alrican slave trade provided the important labor lorce instead
ol the indentured servants. The riangular transportation route ol the Alricans
was horibble and nightmarish, however this sca route called Middle Passage
has become a colorlful and rich material lor the Alrican Amcricans. At the
beginning writers like Frederick Douglass were recording their (irst-hand
storics and memories which were later called slave narratives. Apart [rom the
dircct relerences o the issues ol Middle Passage and slavery, a lot ol the
Alrican-American novels and plays show the aliermath ol the nightmarish sca
roule and tell the story of the Americanization on a new and lorcign land.

The contemporary Alrican-American writer August Wilson locusces on the
cllects of the Middle Passage in his plays because he thinks gencrations arc
seperated by cultural breakdown and that black cxperience should be
remembered. In other words it is important o discover and remind the Alrican-

American people ol their identity.
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Although he was a cultural nationalist in the 1960s, towards the end ol the
century Wilson tries Lo balance Alricanism with Americanims in his plays. On
the other hand, Toni Morrison prelers novel as her literary medium. Morrison
wriles about the narratives ol the remembrances in order 10 make the Alrican
past remembered and reconstructed. While using post-modern techniques, she
makes the plot line move back and lorth in tme and shows the reader the
reality [rom various perspectives. Since the Alrican lolk tales arc (ull of
lantastic clements, she makes her characters live in a magical reality.

Alrican-American themes, storics and characters arc in many ways similar
because ol the interest ol” Alrican-Americans in their Alrican heritage and in
the process ol integrating into the white American socicty. In the novels or
plays ol Alrican-American dramatist and novelists, there is usually a conllict
between Alricanness and Amcericanness and at the end harmony is atainced
with the blending ol both. Most ol the plays or novels have strong tics to the
Alrican past and the alicrmath ol the Middle Passage.

According to the historical time ol the narrative, the problems and the issucs
that the characters conlront vary, as they risc up the social ladder or atempt to
change their social classes. For cxample the characters ol 1800s arc slaves
whereas those ol the 1920s are struggling under the economic hardships ol the
sharc-cropping system. The Alrican-Amcericans ol the 19505 are scen as
individuals lighting (o reach middle class and (rying (o atain American dream.
However with 1970s and 1980s, the upper middle class Alrican-Americans
startd to play an important role in the narratives.

The contemporary Alrican-American writers bind the Alrican oral tradition
ol woodoo and lolk tales with the reality ol the Middle Passage and at the
same tme, negotiate the past with the present, the Alrican with the American
and the personal with the communal. In this way they remember the

imprisoned and repressed emotional memory.
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Prot. Dr. Ayse Didem Uslu
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