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Israel’s Fateful March

from Settler Colonialism to Genocidal State
BERDAL ARAL*

ORCID NO :0000-0002-6736-5237
ABSTRACT: This article delves into the legal discussions surrounding the crisis un-
leashed by the military operation launched on October 7, 2023, in Southern Israel by
Palestinian forces of the resistance based in Gaza. Israel considered this a “terrorist
attack,” asserted the right of self-defense, declared war on Gazans, and started the
continuous and indiscriminate bombardment of Gaza. As a result, Gaza has become the
new Dresden, in which thousands have been killed and tens of thousands injured. This
article is an attempt to answer the following questions to illuminate the legal issues
surrounding the current crisis and the broader context of Israel’s legal status as a state
and its territorial claims: Was the Palestinian offensive in Southern Israel an instance of
terrorism and/or an act of aggression? Which side of the conflict can rightfully claim the
right of self-defense? Did Israel commit genocide in Gaza? Do Israel’s statehood and
territorial claims rest on firm legal grounds? Is it legally sensible to argue that Israel is

a threat to international peace and security?

Keywords:Operation al-Agsa Flood, Gaza, Genocide, Dubious Origins of Israel, Israel
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