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Right of return:
The only future for Palestine

SALMAN ABU SITTA*

ORCID NO :0009-0003-1435-095X

ABSTRACT: Since the October 7, 2023, the world has been deeply affected by the
ongoing conflict in Gaza, resulting in the tragic loss of countless innocent lives. To gain
a comprehensive understanding of the current situation in Gaza, it is imperative to delve
into its historical roots. This commentary offers a meticulous and critical examination
of the Palestinian Nakba and the enduring Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It underscores
the profound and lasting repercussions of historical events such as the Balfour Declara-
tion and the British Mandate on Palestine, shedding light on the profound displacement
and suffering endured by the Palestinian population. Furthermore, this commentary
advocates for the fundamental right of Palestinian refugees to return to their homeland,
presenting it as a pivotal element in the path towards conflict resolution and lasting
peace. Lastly, it scrutinizes the roles played by international powers and their policies,
highlighting their impact on perpetuating the conflict.

Keywords:Palestinian Nakba, Israeli-Palestinian conflict, displacement, Balfour

Declaration.
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Map 1: Zionist Invasion before Israel State
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Note: In April 1948, the Zionist militia (the Haganah) started the invasion of Palestine under
Plan Dalet, with a force eventually reached 120,000 trained soldiers and attacked and
depopulated 220 main Palestinian cities and villages, making up half of all refugees. That
was before Israel was declared a stat e, before the British Mandate ended, before any
regular Arab soldier entered Palestine to save Palestinians from massacres like Deir Yassin.
Israel was the aggressor, it was not in self defence. The map shows the land Israel occupied
in this period in red, the name of the Israeli brigade, the depopulated village in blue, the
area of influence in which villages were depopulated as a result of a massacre in black
circle.
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Note: Zionist/Israeli forces occupied 80% of Palestine in successive stages in 1948 as shown, starting from 6%
of Palestine, the Jews controlled by British collusion. Finally Israel depopulated 560 towns and villages, who are
9 million Palestinian refugees to day.
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Map 3: Al Nakba
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Note: Before 1948: They lived peacefully in Palestine for thousands of years. Al Nakba: they have been uprooted from their

homes by tens of massacres and forcible expulsion. After Al Nakba: they have been dispersed in 602 locations in camps
run by UNRWA. They have never forgotten their Right of Return.

.My)1@4i:wﬁizjw|

83 2024 sl




Wi gof Oletes RPN Y]

FoN O SN oo Vs L1 2ol Y gy O tmn s g (3] 6 e
oié (LY odgd W5 . 1949 SL3LsY Bugl b dast 5 s a Bl 5 5]l
Jﬁjic}.«}yKJJ.@J\LJL}OTQA&;JJ@\:\J;LS\L}A'J.!EJJ&QLJL}JMJA
oAl s s Lo (sl ) by cp gl s el e 6T G s
Mu»w4@uw\jmﬂ\jw\w\ﬂ\ A el IDet g ae
Mo LS iy by Ol s s OY ol wlads o5 45 31 A2l 3 1967 ele
sV o,V IS asle 558 plas e (5 5T 0 ()l oo 2
.V.AJ:AJ.?)TQ&J\AJEJL@,):«

Olamall (3 i M e olie ¥ 13 yaliue 480

S S ) e 3] L1948 ple 5 oAl Lkl (B o
eredls eaddl Sl pdl b ol IS Lol (el B vgilaies b urtdan i)
83 lae 5 b O] LallS 4.&Lo.‘>— obu olles B V.@.J.e sladll Gug (sl
bl U B Lo i e B ol e (B g lens i)
Slades b psagl] O silenddll 0 I 5,00 e q,ti Ly . 5l
A G gl ) sy Ly gy Ol s 03,315 do A Ll 55
oda o (15553 sVl df,;u & el I s s BLY il
ol C,J\jw@uwﬁy LV sl e ) s o]l
el 0 (U3 dus 1956‘,@@”&,4uuge,)wv{)\j‘wss
Jsl o LY 35 1971 ple 538 55 <1967 plo o ol 3 03,31 (315 3
HoY ool 3 1982 ple MLis | o p3lme U3 3 Loy cliand]
Shand 536 plad maasys 35 pllabs Ly A1 d2al1 3 (2000) 25115 (1987)
2005 ple o JalS 131 ]

i JHs S ISy Sl gty 3L el LA sae sl

WJeall e o (2009-2008) s 538 o oS A ] wmutsuu;\
d,wéoooog\ﬁﬂu\,\)ﬁ\ﬁj‘u@wsooooun?wéf
o5 2014 ple 3 yasd O gl i p sk Lo o 55 LS .2009-2008
IS (2023 b 5) EI 1ds RS s ey cJ e T 100 0 55

Rouya Turkiyyah —s=S e 84



Otlacelal (s ol Jeedl :3agall o

Sl o3 sadall slae 34000 Jiy Loy ¢ odends 15.000 cdd a5« 31 )
P e b5 il (B a5 56.000 e 3 Y L s o SEY
T I it s Gole 20 0Ll e Lol L 2STG 5046 3 aall 532

L)l B sl s Al Y]

Spedl 858 gllad oY @ (4o

oo o) (s (g0 113) 558 pUas 3 O gy dands 0 pele 2.3 ooy

Aay 31) 1948 ple (sl ) v a5 0T 3 53Ul o g il a3 & 5 247

G p (e ol A dai s el S ila) SO Je 05 e 0 (4
(2135 et T egdile L83 5l

85 2024 :Lia



Wi 9ol Oletes PPN REPARY

35 g.‘«_g-}’ﬂ..\q- 14 dldan y3 11

Map 4: The Origin of Gaza Refugees
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Note: Most of 2.3 million Palestinians in Gaza Strip (1.3% of Pales-
tine are) are refugees from 247 cities and villages in southern Pal-
estine (50%). For 75 years, Israel attacked them in camps. Ever
since, they have been trying to return home as in October 7th.
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Map 6: Return Plan 2
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“The shown figures are for only the
UNRWA Regisered Refugees at

Total Regisered Refugecsin 2021 is
6320000

Other Refugees are:

Unregistered Refugees es. 2,000,000

Internal Refugees (1948) est. 300, 000,

Total Refugees : 9,020,000

T thirds ofthe Palestinian people.
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Note: The Return Home is sacred to Palestinians, legal
under international law affirmed many times and
feasible, because 88% of Israeli Jews live in only 12%
of Israel or less. They can be culturally independent in 3
cantons in Tel Aviv, Haifa and West Jerusalem. Thus.
the majority of refugees’ land is still vacant today.
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