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The American War in Afghanistan:

An Evolution in the Nature of War and the Paradigm of Power

SALEH HADEED*

ORCID NO :0000-0002-1550-6229

ABSTRACT: This paper probes in analyzing the balance of power at the end of a twen-
ty-year war between the US army and the Taliban fighters, since the war in Afghanistan
was a complex conflict that evolved into an important change in the nature of war, and
a shift in the dynamics of the balance of power between great powers (the United States
and its allies), and a social movement with a religious reference (the Taliban), on two
levels: first, the asymmetric armed confrontation between the forces of the two sides,
second, the cultural and intellectual competition between the two sides during twenty
years of the climax of the fight against terrorism according to the American perception,
and the peak of Jihad in its religious, national and cultural dimensions according to the
Talabani belief, and the paper concludes with a set of perspectives on the nature of the

decisive force in contemporary war.

Keywords:Nature of War - Balance of Power- Technological Superiority- Fight against

Terrorism- Jihad- Decisive force in War.
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