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ABSTRACT: While military and defense issues dominated Tiirkiye’s Balkan policy in
the 1990s, economic, social, and cultural aspects became more salient from the early
2000s on. This article examines the resurgence of Tiirkiye’s military and defense activi-
ties in the Balkans since the late 2010s. By demonstrating various platforms of military
presence and defense cooperation, the article discusses how Tiirkiye’s engagements in
military and defense fields are widening and deepening. Tiirkiye actively participates in
international operations and regional defense cooperation mechanisms, often assuming
leading roles. Bilateral cooperation with Balkan countries has been further strength-

ened by new agreements signed in recent years.
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