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Bahraini-Turkish Relations:

A Strategic Role Adaptation of Manama

BETUL DOGAN AKKAS*

ORCID NO :0000-0001-6933-8139

ABSTRACT: The purpose this research is to answer two questions: What are the
major national role types that Bahrain accommodates in the contemporary Middle East
system in conducting foreign policymaking towards Tiirkiye? How does Bahrain’s role
conceptions towards Tiirkiye work under a sub-regional Saudi hegemony? There has
been continuous, solid, yet limited diplomatic communication between Bahrain and
Tiirkiye. With a hybrid use of post-structural discourse theory and role theory the na-
ture of the emerging ties is elaborated, focusing on the Bahraini foreign affairs. This
research proposes that there are two dynamics in the Bahraini foreign policymaking
towards Tiirkiye: a faithful ally of Saudi Arabia and strategic role adaptation. These
roles are either played simultaneously, as is the case in the peak years of cooperation
with Tiirkiye, or being a faithful ally of Saudi Arabia dominates Bahrain’s strategic role

adaptations, notably in the times of crises.

Keywords:Bahrain, Tiirkiye, Gulf Politics, Tiirkiye-Gulf Relations, Role Theory.
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