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Rise of Xenophobic Populism
In Turkish Politics
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ORCID NO :0000-0002-8460-6362

ABSTRACT: ABSTRACT After the Syrian Civil War, Tiirkiye became the primary des-
tination for Syrian migrants. However, the sudden and intense influx of foreign migrants
has brought with it several problems for Turkish society. Opposition elites, who have
struggled to succeed against the AK Party and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for years,
sought to capitalize on this situation. They aimed to achieve electoral success by adopting
European-style xenophobic populist strategies and rhetoric. Consequently, this has led to
the rise of xenophobic populism in Turkish politics. In parallet, this study aims to address
three main questions: (i) How has xenophobic populism emerged as a political movement
in Tiirkiye? (ii) how does academic liteature review xenophobic populism in Tiirkiye? (iii)

How is xenophobic populism produced within political discourse?
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