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ABSTRACT: The potential and problems in Africa have attracted the attention of sev-
eral actors, including Tiirkiye, to the continent. This article aims to contribute to the de-

bates surrounding this interest by analyzing common characteristics of Africa-oriented

* Social Sciences  policies. In particular, this analysis focuses on the key parameters that shaped Tiirkiye’s

University of
Ankara, Tirkiye
** Africa
Foundation,
Tiirkiye

FEESCE
2024-(4/13)
179-210

initiatives through a historical perspective. We argue that the Turkish policy toward
Africa revolves around several concepts. Our analysis of Tiirkiye’s African policy de-
cision-making is structured around several guiding principles: a bipartisan approach,
maintaining autonomous policy, a rational and pragmatic approach, as well as mutual
affirmation. To examine policy priorities across different periods, primary sources such
as parliamentary minutes, election programs, and diplomats’ memoirs were analyzed,
alongside periodicals from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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