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Abstract

Ebla was pivotal in shaping the economic, political, and cultural interactions
between Mesopotamia and the Levant during the Middle and Late Bronze Ages.
Emerging as a significant power in the 24th century BCE, Ebla controlled strategic
trade routes connecting Mesopotamia, the Levant, and Anatolia, achieving
economic prosperity while also establishing diplomatic dominance. The city
leveraged its control over trade routes not only for economic gain but also as a
tool to influence regional power dynamics and strengthen cultural ties. The
archives of the Ebla Royal Palace G provide critical insights into the organization
of trade networks, the diversity of traded goods, and the political and cultural
impacts of these exchanges. The trade of goods such as grains, textiles,
lapislazuli, and gold not only facilitated economic growth but also promoted the
spread of religious practices, the development of linguistic standards, and the
transfer of technological innovations. Ebla’s merchants served as cultural bridges
between Mesopotamia and the Levant, enabling the exchange of knowledge, art,
and technical expertise among diverse societies. The city’s dominance over trade
routes was reinforced through strategic alliances with powerful city-states like
Mari and Akkad, further enhancing Ebla’s influence in regional politics. Diplomatic
agreements ensured the security of trade routes and simultaneously bolstered
Ebla’s political supremacy. This article analyzes the multifaceted impacts of Ebla’s
trade networks, emphasizing the transformative role of trade in regional
integration and cultural interaction.

Keywords: Ebla, Merchants of Ebla, Ebla Archives, Mesopotamian Trade, Ebla
Trade Routes.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Ebla, Orta ve Geg¢ Tung Cadlarn boyunca Mezopotamya, Levant ve Anadolu arasinda ticaretin ve kiltiirel etkilesimin
merkezinde yer almistir. Sehir, M.O. 24. yiizyilda énemli bir giic merkezi olarak ortaya cikmis ve stratejik konumu sayesinde
bélgesel ticaret aglarinin ana digim noktasi haline gelmistir. Mezopotamya'nin tarimsal zenginligi ile Levant'in deniz ticaretine
dayali ekonomisini birbirine baglayan Ebla, ticaret yollari tizerindeki hékimiyetini yalnizca ekonomik refah saglamak icin degil,
ayni zamanda kiiltiirel alisverisi tesvik etmek ve politik Ustiinlik elde etmek icin kullanmistir. Bu makale, Ebla’nin ticaret aglarini
ve bu aglarin ekonomik, politik ve kiiltiirel baglamdaki etkilerini analiz ederek, Mezopotamya’nin kuzeyindeki giic dengelerinin
nasil sekillendigini anlamaya katkida bulunmayr amaglamaktadir.

Ebla’nin ekonomik sistemi, tarim drdnleri, tekstil, metaller ve dederli taslar gibi ¢esitli mallarin ticaretine dayaliydi. Tahil ve
tekstil, ticaretin temelini olustururken, lapislazuli ve altin gibi liiks mallar, yalnizca ekonomik birer meta olarak degil, ayni
zamanda diplomatik iliskileri gliglendiren bir arag¢ olarak kullaniimistir. Ebla Kraliyet Sarayi G arsivlerinden ¢ikarilan tabletler,
tahil ticaretinin detaylarini, bugday ve arpa gibi Griinlerin Mezopotamya’dan Levant'a tasindidini ve bu ticaretin sehrin
ekonomik biiyimesine nasil katkida bulundugunu belgelemistir. Ote yandan, keten ve yiin tekstil iriinleri, Ebla'nin hem Levant
hem de Mezopotamya pazarlarindaki talebi karsilamadaki basarisini géstermistir. Bu (riinler, gtindelik ihtiyaglarin Gtesinde
sosyal statli sembolleri ve diplomatik hediyeler olarak da degerlendirilmistir.

Metaller ve degderli taslar ise, Ebla’nin ticaretinde ayri bir éneme sahiptir. Bakir ve kalay, tung dretimi igin kritik
hammaddeler olarak Mezopotamya ve Levant sehir devletlerinin ekonomik ve askeri kapasitelerini artirmis, bu metallerin
ticareti sirasinda teknolojik bilgiler de aktarilmistir. Ozellikle lapislazuli gibi dederli taslar, Afganistan’dan baslayan uzun bir
ticaret yolculugunun ardindan Ebla araciligiyla Mezopotamya’ya ulasmistir. Bu taslar, Mezopotamya’daki kraliyet saraylarinda
ve dini mekanlarda stslemeler icin kullanilarak estetik ve kiiltirel baglamda 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Ebla’nin bu mallarin
tedarikindeki aracilik rolii, onu sadece ekonomik degil, ayni zamanda kiiltiirel bir merkez haline getirmistir.

Ebla’nin ticaret aglari, yalnizca ekonomik kazang saglamamis, ayni zamanda kiiltiirel etkilesim ve bilgi alisverisini de tesvik
etmistir. Sehir, Mezopotamya ve Levant arasindaki bir kiiltiirel kGprii islevi gérmdis; ticaret yollari boyunca dil, sanat ve
teknolojinin yayilmasina olanak tanimistir. Ebla tabletlerinde yer alan kayitlar, sehrin hem Eblaitik hem de Akadca gibi dillerin
kullanimini birlestirerek bélgesel iletisim standartlarinin olusumunda etkili oldugunu gbstermektedir. Bu dilsel etkilesim, ticaret
ve diplomasi alanlarinda ortak bir anlayis yaratmis ve toplumlar arasi iliskileri kolaylastirmistir. Ayrica, tarim teknolojileri ve
metal isleme yéntemlerinin Ebla lizerinden yayilmasi, sehrin bolgedeki teknolojik yeniliklerin yayilmasinda oynadigi merkezi rolii
gbzler 6niine sermektedir.

Ebla’nin ticaret yollari tizerindeki hdkimiyeti, sehrin politik baglamdaki énemini artirmis ve diplomatik iliskilerinde etkin bir
ara¢ olarak kullanilmistir. Mari, Akkad ve Abarsal gibi sehir devletleriyle yapilan ticari ve diplomatik anlasmalar, ticaret
yollarinin giivenligini saglamis ve Ebla’nin bélgesel etkisini pekistirmistir. Ticaret yollarinin diizenlenmesi, ticcarlarin givenligini
garanti altina almak icin yapilan diplomatik ittifaklarla desteklenmistir. Ornedin, Ebla tabletlerinde yer alan kayitlar, tiiccarlarin
seyahat ettigi glizergdhlarda yerel liderlerle is birligi yapildigini ve bu is birliginin ticaretin sirdirilebilirligi agisindan kritik bir
o6neme sahip oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Ebla’nin diplomatik iliskileri, ticaret yollari boyunca tasinan mallarin yani sira kiiltirel ve dini baglarin giiclenmesini de
saglamistir. Mezopotamya’dan Levant’a tasinan dini ritiieller ve mitolojik fikirler, ticaretin yalnizca ekonomik bir faaliyet
olmadigini, ayni zamanda dini ve kiiltiirel baglari gliclendiren bir mekanizma oldugunu géstermektedir. Ebla tabletlerinden elde
edilen bilgiler, Mezopotamya’daki tanri Enlil ve [star’a iliskin ritciellerin Levant’a nasil yayildigini ve Ebla’nin bu siirecteki aracilik
roliini detaylandirmaktadir. Bu ritiellerin, 6zellikle tarimsal déngliler ve bereket temalari etrafinda sekillenerek Levant’taki
yerel inanislarla harmanlandi§i anlasiimaktadir. Ebla, bu dini fikirlerin ve ritiellerin fiziksel yayiliminin yani sira, kiltdrler arasi
etkilesimlerin bir araci olarak bélgesel inang sistemlerini déndistiirme stirecinde de kritik bir rol oynamistir. Béylece ticaret yollar
hem ekonomik kazan¢ hem de dini ve kiiltiirel entegrasyonun gli¢lii birer araci haline gelmistir.

Bu ¢calismanin énemi, Ebla’nin Mezopotamya ve Levant arasindaki ekonomik, politik ve kiiltiirel baglarin sekillenmesindeki
déndstiriicti gtictini vurgulamasinda yatmaktadir. Ebla, sadece bir ticaret merkezi olarak degil, ayni zamanda bélgesel
entegrasyonun bir araci olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ticaret aglarinin detayl analizi, bu dénemde ticaretin toplumlar lzerindeki
ekonomik ve kiiltirel etkilerini anlamak agisindan biylk bir 6nem tasimaktadir. Ebla’nin basarisi, Mezopotamya tarihindeki
daha genis sosyo-ekonomik ve politik baglamlari anlamak igin kaydadeder bir perspektif sunmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, Ebla, Mezopotamya ve Levant arasindaki ticaret yollarinin sekillenmesinde ve bu yollar tizerinden bilgi, sanat
ve teknolojinin yayilmasinda merkezi bir rol oynamustir. Sehrin stratejik konumu, yalnizca ekonomik biyimeyi dedil, ayni
zamanda kdltirel alisverisi ve politik istikrari destekleyen bir yapi olusturmustur. Ebla, Mezopotamya’nin kuzeyindeki gli¢
dengelerini déndistiiren, bélgesel kiiltiirel ve ekonomik sistemlerin birlestirici bir unsuru olarak éne ¢ikmistir. Bu makale, Ebla’nin
bu cok yénlii etkilerini derinlemesine inceleyerek, Mezopotamya ve Levant arasindaki tarihsel baglarin anlasiimasina katkida
bulunmayi hedeflemektedir. Konu incelenirken ARET (Archivi Reali di Ebla Testi Ebla/Ebla Kraliyet Arsivileri Metinleri) serilerine
sik¢a atifta bulunulacaktir.
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Introduction

Ancient Mesopotamia is recognized as one of the most significant regions in human history, known not
only for its political and cultural achievements but also as a world shaped by trade. Milestones such as the
development of agriculture, the rise of city-states, and the invention of writing profoundly influenced the
economic and social structures of this region. However, within Mesopotamia's rich historical legacy, the fact
that trade was not merely an economic activity but also a tool for cultural interaction is often overlooked
(Archi, 2015, pp. 93-96; Liverani, 2006, pp. 32-35; Mieroop, 2018, p. 23). In this context, Ebla, which
emerged as a major city-state in the 24th century BCE, served as a central hub in the trade networks
between Mesopotamia and the Levant, playing a significant role in both regional and international trade
(Pappalardo, 2021, p. 176).

Ebla held a strategic position along the trade routes connecting Mesopotamia, the Levant, and Anatolia
during the Middle Bronze Age and the early Late Bronze Age. The city derived its economic growth not only
from its geographical advantages but also from the ability of its merchants to organize trade routes and
establish complex networks. The tablets discovered in the archives of the Royal Palace G, built in the 24th
century BCE, provide invaluable insights into the economic systems and activities of merchants of the time.
These tablets detail not only the nature of traded goods but also how trade was organized, the functioning of
trade routes, and the cultural exchanges that occurred throughout these processes (Archi, 2015, pp. 102-
107; Archi, 2023, pp. 23-24).

The relationships established by Ebla’s merchants with the major city-states of Mesopotamia contributed
not only to economic activities but also to the strengthening of political and social bonds. The merchants
went beyond mere trade, acting as cultural intermediaries and facilitating the integration of skills and
knowledge among communities from different regions. For example, trade between Ebla and the cities of
Mari and Akkad was not limited to the exchange of goods; it also involved the sharing of language, writing,
and religious rituals (Matthews & Glatz, 2009, pp. 53-55). Thus, Ebla demonstrated that the trade networks
in Mesopotamia were not merely economic structures but also instruments of cultural and social interaction.

This article aims to provide a detailed analysis of these trade networks by examining the roles of Ebla’s
merchants during the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. Firstly, it will explore how merchants organized trade
networks, the types of goods they traded, and how trade routes were established, based on data extracted
from Ebla’s tablets. Subsequently, the article will discuss the role of these trade relationships in shaping
interactions with other city-states in Mesopotamia (Palmisano, 2018, pp. 78-83). Additionally, the social and
political impacts of this trade will be assessed within the context of its function as a vehicle for cultural
exchange.

Analysis of Trade Routes

Ebla emerged as a strategic hub in the trade system between Mesopotamia and the Levant during the
Middle and Late Bronze Ages. The city's commercial strength stemmed from trade routes that acted as a
bridge between Mesopotamia’s agricultural productivity and the Levant’s economy, which relied on
maritime trade. Ebla’s tablets, particularly documents such as ARET V.1 and ARET VII.89, provide detailed
insights into the organization of these trade routes, the diversity of goods traded, and the diplomatic
dimensions of commercial relationships (Archi, 2015, pp. 93-96; Fronzaroli, 2003, pp. 45-47). These trade
networks not only generated economic profit but also facilitated the exchange of cultural and technological
knowledge between regions.

Data from the tablets reveal that Ebla's trade routes extended from southern Mesopotamian cities such
as Uruk and Mari to the northern Mediterranean ports of the Levant. These routes were primarily shaped by
the utilization of waterways along the Euphrates River and overland road networks. While water transport
on the Euphrates facilitated the rapid movement of heavy goods, overland routes enabled the integration of
trade with rural areas (Palmisano, 2018, pp. 78-83; Radner, 2016, p. 139). Tablets such as ARET XIIl.15
provide detailed records of the quantities and exchange points of goods such as grain, textiles, and metals
transported along the trade routes from Ebla to Mari (Fronzaroli, 2003, p. 46; Liverani, 2006, pp. 59-62;
Sasson, 1995, pp. 198-201).
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Another significant insight from the Ebla tablets is how merchants structured their trade networks. The
trade routes used in their activities focused not only on the transportation of goods but also on ensuring the
safety of the merchants (Mieroop, 2004, pp. 84-88). For instance, the ARET VII.45 tablet states that a trade
agreement between Abarsal and Ebla involved collaboration with local leaders to ensure the safe travel of
merchants along the routes (Archi, 2015, pp. 105-107; Michalowski, 1993, p. 52; Durand, 2002, pp. 147-148).
Such agreements are of critical importance for the sustainability of trade.

Another important aspect of trade routes is the diversity of goods transported. Among the goods
exported from Ebla were grain, olive oil, textiles, metals, and luxury items. The ARET X.2 tablet highlights that
copper and tin, in particular, were among the primary goods transported to the Mediterranean via the
Levant, forming part of a system that connected Mesopotamia’s production surplus with the import
demands of the Mediterranean (Sasson, 1995, p. 199). The transport of luxury goods such as lapislazuli,
particularly from Ebla to the cities of Mari and Akkad, illustrates how this trade system facilitated the
circulation of high-value items (Michalowski, 1993, pp. 78-79; Radner, 2016, p. 140).

The Ebla tablets also reveal the political and diplomatic aspects of trade as another important insight.
Trade routes were used as tools to strengthen diplomatic relations between Ebla and cities such as Mari,
Abarsal, and others. The ARET XIIL.5 tablet provides details of an agreement with Mari, stating that it ensured
access for Ebla’s merchants to Mari’s markets (Fronzaroli, 2003, pp. 67-70; Liverani, 2006, pp. 60-62). This
shows that trade served not only as an economic activity but also as a tool for fostering political unity.

Ebla’s trade routes were important not only for their economic value but also for their social impact.
Along these routes, the transfer of knowledge, technology, and religious rituals occurred between different
cultures. For instance, the ARET V.21 tablet demonstrates that trade between Ebla and Mari was not limited
to the exchange of goods but also facilitated the sharing of writing systems, language, and religious practices
(Radner, 2016, p. 139; Michalowski, 1993, pp. 50-53). This highlights that trade functioned as a cultural
bridge between Mesopotamia and the Levant.

Variety of Goods and Their Commercial Value

Ebla’s trade network between Mesopotamia and the Levant held great significance due to the diversity of
goods transported and their impact on regional economies. Data from Ebla’s tablets reveal that a wide range
of goods were involved in trade, including agricultural products (grains, olive oil, wine), metals (gold, silver,
copper, tin), luxury items (ivory, precious stones, jewelry, textiles, perfumes), and livestock (cattle, sheep,
goats). Additionally, materials such as wood, clay, and ceramic products were also important components of
trade.

This diversity demonstrates that Ebla’s commercial relationships were not limited to generating economic
profit but also played a key role in strengthening social, political, and cultural bonds. Ebla’s trade network
functioned not only as a system of exchanging goods but also as a medium for cultural and political
interactions (Archi, 2015, pp. 102-110; Archi, 2023, pp. 24-27; Sasson, 1995, p. 200).

Agricultural Products

Ebla played a significant role as a trade center connecting Mesopotamia’s agricultural wealth with the
import demands of the Levant. The city's strategic location allowed it to act as an economic and diplomatic
bridge, balancing Mesopotamia's agricultural surplus with the Levant's needs. Staple crops such as wheat
and barley were transported via the Euphrates River by Ebla’s merchants to Mediterranean ports. This trade
route was crucial not only for the movement of large volumes of goods but also for fostering economic
interactions between rural and urban areas (Matthews & Glatz, 2009, pp. 53-55; Radner, 2016, p. 138).

The ARET V.12 tablet from Ebla’s archives provides detailed insights into how grain trade contributed to
Ebla’s economic growth and its dominance in diplomatic relations. This tablet outlines the specifics of grain
trade with cities such as Mari and Abarsal, while also documenting the trade privileges granted to Ebla's
merchants and the diplomatic measures taken to ensure the security of trade routes (Fronzaroli, 2003, pp.
67-70; Michalowski, 1993, p. 52). This trade was more than just an economic endeavor; it also acted as a
diplomatic instrument that reinforced Ebla’s connections with other city-states.
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Furthermore, Ebla’s grain trade significantly influenced regional power dynamics. Grain was not only a
source of sustenance for Mesopotamian societies but also regarded as a strategic commodity in economic
and political terms. The steady supply of grain enabled Ebla to forge alliances with neighboring cities, which
often evolved into long-term partnerships. Particularly, grain trade with cities in the Levant supported the
region's economic integration and strengthened Ebla’s control over trade routes (Archi, 2023, p. 27).

Ebla’s trade in agricultural products also had a significant impact on the city's social and political
structures. Grain held not only economic value but also cultural significance, as it was used in religious rituals
and social contexts. For instance, grain was often presented as an offering in religious ceremonies, a practice
that contributed to Ebla’s prominence as a religious center (Sasson, 2018, p. 106). The transport of grain
along trade routes also facilitated the transfer of agricultural technologies and production techniques to
other regions, thereby enhancing Ebla’s cultural and economic influence (Winters, 2008, p. 1-3).

Textile Products

Ebla became a significant hub for textile trade between Mesopotamia and the Levant. The city's strategic
location allowed textile products to be integrated into a wide trade network, enhancing Ebla’s economic
power while also strengthening its diplomatic and cultural ties. Linen and wool products were among the
most traded goods from Ebla, enjoying high demand in both Levantine and Mesopotamian markets. These
items served not only to meet daily needs but also as symbols of social prestige (Winters, 2008, pp. 18-19).

The ARET VI.34 tablet from Ebla’s archives provides detailed documentation of how textile products were
transported from Ebla to Mesopotamia and how they were utilized as barter items in trade agreements. This
tablet highlights that linen fabrics and wool textiles, in particular, were significant goods used in diplomatic
exchanges and as gifts in forging relationships. Textile trade became a fundamental component not only of
Ebla’s economic relations but also of its diplomatic connections (Archi, 2023, pp. 29-30; Palmisano, 2018, pp.
79-81; Radner, 2016, p. 140).

Ebla’s textile trade not only generated economic profits but also contributed to regional economic
integration. The production and trade of linen products, in particular, reflected Ebla’s agricultural and
industrial activities. These goods demonstrated both Ebla's local production capacity and the ability of its
merchants to meet regional demands. Wool products held significant importance in trade routes, serving as
both high-quality fabrics and specialized garments used in religious ceremonies (McCorriston, 1997, pp. 517-
519).

Ebla textiles held significance not only economically but also socially and culturally. Luxury textile
products, especially those used in royal palaces in Levantine cities, became symbols of Ebla’s prestige. These
goods are frequently referenced in Mesopotamian written records as items associated with Ebla. Moreover,
textile trade served as a tool for strengthening diplomatic ties for Ebla’s merchants (Winters, 2008, p. 11).
The ARET VII.21 and ARET VIII.14 tablets indicate that Ebla textiles were often used as barter items in trade
agreements.

Ebla’s textile trade not only generated commercial profits but also played a significant role in the transfer
of technological knowledge. Weaving techniques and methods used in textile production spread to other
city-states in Mesopotamia and the Levant, enhancing Ebla’s cultural influence in the region. This
demonstrates that Ebla served not just as a trade hub but also as a conduit for technological innovation and
social connectivity (Sasson, 2018, p. 105).

Metals and Precious Stones

Copper and tin were among the highly valued commodities in Ebla’s trade. These metals were crucial for
bronze production, which gave them a central role in Mesopotamia's trade networks (Winters, 2008, pp.
136-138). Bronze production was considered a cornerstone of the economic and military infrastructure of
the time. Ebla’s role in the trade of copper and tin is evident in its trade agreements with city-states in both
Mesopotamia and the Levant. The ARET VII.11 tablet provides detailed documentation of the movement of
these commodities along trade routes and Ebla’s intermediary role in the process. The trade routes
controlled by Ebla functioned as a strategic network to ensure the steady flow of these metals (Sasson, 1995,
p. 200; von Dassow, 2013, p. 312).
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Ebla’s influence in metal trade extended beyond economic activity, serving as a tool to strengthen
diplomatic relationships. The trade of tin and copper formed the basis of Ebla’s alliances and diplomatic
agreements with other city-states. Notably, trade agreements with Akkad facilitated the transport of these
metals to bronze production centers in Mesopotamia. Ebla’s role in this trade supported regional economic
integration and influenced the balance of power among city-states in northern Mesopotamia (Radner, 2016,
p. 139).

Lapislazuli and other precious stones held significant economic, cultural, and social value in Ebla’s trade.
Lapislazuli, a highly sought-after gemstone, was extensively used for decorative purposes in royal palaces
and temples in Mesopotamia. Ebla’s merchants sourced this stone from mines in Afghanistan and
transported it to markets in Mesopotamia and the Levant. The ARET X.21 tablet provides detailed accounts
of the trade routes for lapislazuli and gold, highlighting their importance in Ebla’s trade network (Archi, 2023,
p.32).

These precious stones were not only a source of economic gain but also served as diplomatic gifts in
fostering relations with other city-states. Ebla’s merchants presented items such as lapislazuli and gold as
part of diplomatic agreements, with these goods becoming symbols of social status in regional interactions.
Moreover, the trade of these valuable stones contributed to the development of religious rituals and
aesthetic sensibilities in Mesopotamia. Ebla’s role in this trade was thus not merely economic but also a
significant medium for social and cultural exchange (Sasson, 2018, pp. 105-106).

Ebla’s trade in metals and precious stones not only supported regional economic growth but also
facilitated the spread of technological knowledge and production techniques. During the transport of metals
used in bronze production, technical expertise regarding the processing of these raw materials was
transferred to different regions. This underscores Ebla’s significant contribution to the dissemination of
knowledge and technology along its trade routes (Knapp & Manning, 2016, pp. 182-183).

Livestock and Animal Products

Animal trade formed a fundamental component of Ebla’s economic system and served as a tool to
strengthen the city's diplomatic relations. The trade of livestock such as sheep, goats, and cattle played a
vital role in connecting Ebla with city-states in Mesopotamia and the Levant. Ebla’s merchants transported
these animals from rural areas of Mesopotamia to markets in the Levant, contributing to the establishment
of economic balance in the region. Records of animal trade provide valuable insights into the social and
political impacts of this economic activity (Radner, 2016, p. 140; Zeder, 2008, pp. 107-109).

The ARET VIII.24 tablet documents Ebla’s active role in livestock trade. It explicitly states that animal trade
not only generated economic profit but also contributed to strengthening regional connections. Wool,
leather, and dairy products obtained from the livestock transported by Ebla’s merchants were in high
demand in markets across the Levant and Mesopotamia. These products played a crucial role in ensuring the
sustainability of Ebla’s trade network (Snell, 1982, pp. 101-103; McCorriston, 1997, pp. 526-527).

Wool products were among the goods that represented Ebla’s economic strength and were particularly
utilized in textile production. High-quality wool produced for royal palaces in Mesopotamia and the Levant
served not only as a key trade item but also as an important tool for diplomatic gift exchanges. These
products highlighted Ebla’s role in textile trade and its production capacity. Additionally, wool was favored
for garments used in religious rituals, further enhancing Ebla’s cultural influence (Liverani, 2014, p. 78;
McCorriston, 1997, p. 530).

Leather products emerged as a critical material in Mesopotamia's military and daily life. Ebla’s merchants
transported high-quality leather to cities in the Levant and Mesopotamia, contributing significantly to the
city's economic growth. The ARET IX.15 tablet details the trade routes of leather products and highlights
their importance in trade agreements (Potts, 2009, pp. 42-43).

Dairy products were prominent commodities in Ebla’s commercial activities, valued as both a source of
nourishment and luxury items. Products such as milk, butter, and cheese were not only consumed as staples
but were also considered high-value goods. Ebla’s tablets provide detailed documentation of the trade
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processes involved in transporting these items from rural Mesopotamian regions to markets in the Levant.
These products served both economic and social roles within Ebla’s trade network (Zeder, 2008, p. 109).

Thus, Ebla’s success in livestock and animal product trade reflects the city's economic and political
influence. Livestock trade enabled Ebla to forge alliances with other city-states and strengthen its regional
relationships. Additionally, animals used as sacrifices in religious rituals enhanced Ebla’s significance in the
religious context. Tablets documenting animal trade demonstrate that Ebla was not only an economic center
but also a cultural and religious hub (Postgate, 2007, p. 256; Zeder, 2008, p. 110).

Luxury Goods and Artworks

Luxury goods in Ebla’s trade not only carried economic value but also served as symbols of social and
diplomatic prestige. Gold, silver, lapislazuli, and similar precious stones held strategic importance in Ebla’s
trade networks between Mesopotamia and the Levant. These goods were used both as decorative items in
royal palaces and temples in Mesopotamia and as diplomatic gifts in the coastal cities of the Levant
(Fronzaroli, 2003, pp. 67-68; Sasson, 1995, p. 201).

The ARET X.15 tablet provides detailed information about the quantities and routes of goods such as gold,
silver, and lapislazuli transported from Ebla. This tablet documents the movement of these items within
Ebla’s trade network, highlighting the city's central role in commerce. Gold and silver were valued not only
economically but also as symbols of social status and in religious rituals. Particularly, lapislazuli, used in
statues and decorations dedicated to gods in Mesopotamia, underscores Ebla’s significant role in the supply
of these precious materials (Matthews & Glatz, 2009, p. 55).

The luxury goods transported from Ebla to the Levant and Mesopotamia also played a critical role in
cultural exchange. This trade facilitated not only the exchange of goods but also the transfer of aesthetic
values, craftsmanship techniques, and technological knowledge. Precious stones such as lapislazuli,
transported from Ebla to Mesopotamia, were processed for use in both religious and artistic contexts. These
stones were highly favored for creating luxury objects and decorations in royal palaces and temples in
Mesopotamia (Radner, 2016, p. 141).

The trade of luxury goods also enabled Ebla to play an influential role in the political context. Precious
items such as gold and silver were frequently used as bartering tools in Ebla’s diplomatic relations,
strengthening the city's strategic alliances with other city-states. For instance, the ARET XI|.45 tablet
documents how Ebla’s merchants utilized these goods as diplomatic instruments when transporting them to
city-states in Mesopotamia (Knapp & Manning, 2016, p. 183).

Works of art also held a significant place in Ebla’s trade. Jewelry crafted from gold and silver was in high
demand in Levantine and Mesopotamian markets, contributing to Ebla’s development as a regional center
for art and craftsmanship. These artifacts carried Ebla’s aesthetic sensibilities to the cultures of
Mesopotamia and the Levant, playing a crucial role in fostering cultural integration across the region (Sasson,
2018, p. 106).

Ebla’s trade in luxury goods not only drove economic growth but also strengthened diplomatic and
cultural connections. These goods reinforced Ebla’s central role in linking Mesopotamia and the Levant.
Additionally, this trade supported Ebla’s economic and social structure as a trade hub while serving as a
unifying force in the region's artistic and cultural exchanges (Liverani, 2014, p. 80).

Cultural Exchange and Interaction

Thanks to its strategic location between Mesopotamia and the Levant, Ebla played a unique role in
processes of cultural exchange and interaction. The city's trade network facilitated not only economic
transactions but also the transfer of knowledge, language, art, and technology, fostering deep connections
among diverse societies. Ebla’s tablets, diplomatic correspondence, and archaeological findings provide
invaluable insights into the complexity and depth of these interactions (Archi, 2015, pp. 105-110; Liverani,
2006, p. 58; Michalowski, 1993, p. 48; Potts, 2009, p. 45). Notably, the ARET IX.23 and ARET X.15 tablets
detail the economic as well as cultural dimensions of these connections along the trade routes.
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Ebla’s trade network functioned as a cultural bridge between Mesopotamia and the Levant,
demonstrating that trade was not merely an economic activity. The language used in the tablets combined
the Eblaite dialect with Akkadian, reflecting Ebla’s influence not only on economic relationships but also on
the establishment of cultural and linguistic standards between Mesopotamia and the Levant (Fronzaroli,
2003, pp. 39-41). The ARET X.21 tablet, in particular, documents how Mesopotamian writing systems spread
to the Levant and highlights Ebla’s role in this process. The adoption of Akkadian as a language for diplomacy
and trade facilitated regional interactions and contributed to the dissemination of the language.

Ebla’s cultural influence is also evident in art and aesthetic sensibilities. The frescoes and decorations
found in Ebla’s palaces represent a synthesis of Mesopotamian and Levantine artistic traditions. Luxury
goods such as lapislazuli, gold, and other precious stones were used in Mesopotamia for objects dedicated to
deities and royal adornments. The ARET XIIl.7 tablet details the routes by which these goods were
transported from Ebla to Mesopotamia and the Levant. Lapislazuli, sourced from mines in Afghanistan, was
brought to Mesopotamia through Ebla, underscoring the city's pivotal role in trade networks (Knapp &
Manning, 2016, p. 183).

Technology transfer represents another significant aspect of Ebla’s cultural influence. Agricultural
technologies and metalworking techniques were disseminated from Ebla to Mesopotamia and the Levant.
These advancements not only boosted economic productivity but also increased the complexity of economic
structures within societies. The ARET VIII.24 and ARET VII.11 tablets clearly document the transfer of
technological knowledge during the transportation of raw materials like copper and tin. These processes
highlight Ebla’s role not only as a trade hub but also as a conduit for the spread of technological innovations
(Palmisano, 2018, pp. 78-82; Zeder, 2008, p. 11598).

Ebla’s influence on religious rituals and mythological concepts is also notable. Tablets contain records
indicating that rituals associated with Mesopotamian deities such as Enlil and Ishtar were transmitted to the
Levant. These rituals helped strengthen religious connections along trade routes, further establishing Ebla as
a center of interaction in the religious domain (Sasson, 2018, p. 107). This process demonstrates that trade
was not merely an economic activity but also a mechanism for strengthening religious and cultural
connections.

Ebla’s cultural influence was not confined to Mesopotamia and the Levant but extended to a broader
geographical area. The transfer of language, art, and technology along trade routes solidified Ebla’s enduring
role in the cultural and economic systems of its time. These influences played a pivotal role in shaping the
economic and social structures of Mesopotamian and Levantine societies, further elevating Ebla's historical
significance (Postgate, 2007, p. 256; Liverani, 2014, p. 78; Michalowski, 1993, pp. 50-53).

The Social and Political Dynamics of Trade

Ebla, situated at the crossroads of trade routes between Mesopotamia and the Levant, was not merely a
transit point but also an influential power center in regional politics. The city strategically utilized its trade
networks as a tool to convert economic superiority into political hegemony. Data from Ebla’s tablets reveal
how commercial relations with Mari, Abarsal, and coastal cities along the Mediterranean were leveraged to
strengthen diplomatic ties. This demonstrates how Ebla transformed its economic power into diplomatic
advantages, solidifying its dominance in regional politics (Steinkeller, 2014; Sasson, 2018, pp. 198-201).

Ebla’s trade networks during the Middle and Late Bronze Ages contributed not only to economic growth
but also to the development of diplomatic relations in the region. Controlling trade routes between
Mesopotamia and the Levant, Ebla entered into various diplomatic agreements to ensure the security and
sustainability of these routes. For instance, the ARET IX.23 tablet details an agreement with Mari,
highlighting how Ebla secured its dominance over trade routes. Such agreements illustrate that trade was
not merely an economic activity but also a crucial instrument for fostering diplomatic relationships (Archi,
2015, pp. 105-110).

Ebla’s dominance over trade routes enhanced its political influence over other city-states and allowed it
to use economic leverage as a tool of pressure. The ARET X.12 tablet details the sanctions imposed by Ebla
on merchants from neighboring cities and how these measures impacted diplomatic ties. Ebla utilized its
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control over trade routes not solely for economic gain but also as a means to exert political pressure in its
relations with surrounding cities. This demonstrates how Ebla wielded its economic power as a mechanism
to shape diplomatic relationships (Knapp & Manning, 2016, pp. 181-182; Radner, 2016, p. 139).

The political impact of Ebla’s trade networks extended beyond economic leverage to include the
strengthening of cultural connections. Trade facilitated harmony among different regions and enabled the
dissemination of cultural elements such as religious rituals, writing systems, and aesthetic values. For
example, the ARET XI.45 tablet highlights how Ebla’s control over trade routes contributed to the
development of cultural ties. This tablet emphasizes the role of trade in transferring religious rituals and
symbols of social prestige from Mesopotamia to the Levant (Archi, 2023, p. 33).

Ebla's commercial and diplomatic agreements with cities such as Mari and Akkad enhanced its political
influence and shaped regional power dynamics. The ARET XIII.7 tablet provides details about Ebla’s alliances
with Abarsal, clearly illustrating the impact of trade on diplomatic relationships. These alliances strengthened
Ebla’s control over trade routes and significantly influenced relations among the city-states in northern
Mesopotamia (Durand, 2002, pp. 147-148).

Ebla’s commercial supremacy had a far-reaching impact in the political context, making the city a key
actor in shaping regional power dynamics through alliances formed along trade routes. Luxury goods such as
lapislazuli and gold were not merely economic commodities but also served as tools for diplomacy. These
goods played a crucial role in strengthening diplomatic ties and were integral to Ebla’s trade agreements
with surrounding cities (Postgate, 2007, p. 256).

Goods transported along trade routes facilitated the dissemination of technological knowledge and
cultural elements across different regions. This process underscores Ebla’s pivotal role in shaping the
economic, social, and political structures of Mesopotamian and Levantine societies. Ebla was not merely a
trade hub but also a vital center for regional politics and the formation of cultural connections (Potts, 2009,
pp. 45-46; Zeder, 2008, p. 11597; Michalowski, 1993, pp. 50-53).

Conclusion

Ebla, strategically positioned at the intersection of trade networks between Mesopotamia and the Levant,
played a crucial role in economic, political, and cultural contexts throughout the Middle and Late Bronze
Ages. The city's strategic location not only facilitated economic growth and ensured the security of trade
routes but also significantly influenced regional diplomatic relations and cultural exchanges. Ebla’s
dominance over trade routes reinforced its role as a unifying force between Mesopotamia and the Levant,
establishing it as a major power center of its time.

Insights derived from Ebla tablets reveal the profound impact of trade routes and agreements on
diplomatic relations. Tablets such as ARET XIII.5 and ARET VII.45 detail Ebla’s trade relations with Mari and
other key cities, illustrating diplomatic arrangements aimed at securing trade routes, guaranteeing
merchants rights to free movement, and ensuring the continuity of commerce. Trade became a vital
instrument for enhancing Ebla’s political power, which the city leveraged to consolidate its regional
dominance.

Trade was not merely an economic activity but also had significant social and cultural ramifications. ltems
transported along Ebla’s trade routes, such as lapislazuli, gold, silver, and other valuable materials, were
utilized not only for their economic value but also as tools to strengthen diplomatic relations. Tablets like
ARET XI.45 and ARET X.12 document the movement of these items and their cultural implications. These
goods served as essential components in religious rituals and aesthetic expressions, fostering connections
between Mesopotamian and Levantine societies.

Ebla’s trade network also played a pivotal role in accelerating cultural exchanges and disseminating
technological innovations. Goods transported along trade routes facilitated the exchange of knowledge,
artisanal techniques, and agricultural practices. The movement of raw materials like copper and tin and the
technologies associated with their processing underscores Ebla’s central role in technological transfer. ARET
VIII.24 and ARET VI.34 illustrate Ebla’s critical contributions to these processes.
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Ebla’s influence extended beyond its economic and political contributions, significantly impacting the
dissemination of language and writing. The adoption of Akkadian as a language of diplomacy and trade
fostered the development of regional linguistic standards, strengthening ties between Mesopotamia and the
Levant. Records in Ebla’s archives show how writing systems traveled along trade routes, transferring
Mesopotamian script to Levantine regions and highlighting trade's role as a cultural conduit.

The cultural influence of Ebla was not limited to language and writing but extended to art, aesthetics, and
religious practices. Luxury goods transported from Ebla to Mesopotamia were used in royal palaces and
religious ceremonies, facilitating the exchange of artistic and aesthetic values between societies. [tems such
as lapislazuli and gold ornaments were employed in offerings to deities and palace decorations, contributing
to the integration of artistic and cultural values across regions.

Ebla’s control over trade routes increased its influence on regional power dynamics, positioning the city
at the center of the political landscape of the era. By controlling trade routes, Ebla not only achieved
economic superiority but also used this control as a mechanism to strengthen diplomatic alliances and
promote regional stability. Trade agreements with cities like Mari, Akkad, and Abarsal reinforced Ebla's
diplomatic strength, solidifying its status as a regional power.

In conclusion, Ebla’s control over trade routes played a foundational role in shaping the economic,
political, and cultural ties between Mesopotamia and the Levant. The city’s influence extended beyond
economic activities to foster cultural bonds, spread artistic and religious practices, and shape regional
political structures. As a transformative force in the economic and cultural systems of the ancient world,
Ebla’s legacy endures as a pivotal example of integration and influence.

Studying Ebla offers a valuable perspective on the dynamics of ancient trade in Northern Syria and
Mesopotamia and its social, political, and cultural effects on societies. The transformative power of trade on
socio-economic structures is vividly exemplified through Ebla’s commercial and diplomatic achievements.
Thus, Ebla stands out not merely as a trade hub but as a vital component of Mesopotamian history and a key
player in the processes of cultural integration.
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