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HICRI ILK BES ASIRDA FILISTIN’DE TARIHI ANLATI VE YAZIMIN
ORTAYA CIKISI

Oz

Bu Makale, Hicri ilk bes asirda Filistin bolgesinde tarih yaziminin baslangicini ve
gelisimini incelemektedir. Bu donemde, 6zellikle Hulefa-yi Résidin donemi orta-
larinda ve Emevi doneminde, bolge kalkinma ve refah yasamis olmasma ragmen,
genel olarak Biladiis-Sam bolgesinde ve 6zel olarak da Filistinde tarih yaziminin
baglangic1 karmagik bir konu olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu karmagikligin sebebi,
Islam diinyasinda bilinen tarih smiflandirmasinin baglangicinin, Abbasi déneminde
Biladi’s-Sam bolgesinin siyasi liderlikten Irak lehine geri ¢ekilmesiyle ayni zamana
denk gelmesidir. Siyasi nedenlerle yasanan bir ihmal siirecinin ardindan, Tarihi Su-
riye yeniden 6ne ¢ikmis ve Hicri dordiinci yiizyilda kendi tarih yazimi ekolii olug-
turma girisiminde bulunmugtur. Bu yeniden dogus, daha 6nce olugmus zengin bir
rivayet ve metodolojik miras tizerine insa edilmistir. Boylece $am tarih yazimi ekold,
Irak ve Hicaz ekolleriyle birlikte en 6nemli ve 6zgiin ekollerden biri héline gelmistir.
Bu gelisim stirecinde Filistin'in rolii ise son derece biiytiktiir. Sam bolgesine yonelik
erken donem ilgisi sadece ekonomik ve jeopolitik nedenlere degil, ayn1 zamanda
Islamdaki dini 6nemine dayaniyordu; tipki slamdan énce Hristiyanhk agisindan da
6nemli oldugu gibi. Miisliimanlarin Kudiise olan ilgisi, Hz. Muhammed déneminden
itibaren baglamisti. Peygamber Efendimiz, namaz ve mucizevi Isrd ve Mi'ric yolcu-
luguyla Kudiis ile 6zel bir bag kurmugtur. Miislimanlarin dikkatini bu bolgeye ilk
¢eken kisi yine Peygamber Efendimiz olmus, bolgenin fethini de planlamis ve bu
fetih Hz. Omer bin Hattab tarafindan gergeklestirilmistir. Béylece Kudiis ve Filistin,
Islam tarihinin en erken dénemlerinden itibaren Miisliiman tarih yaziminda mer-
kezi bir konuma gelmistir ve bu durum bolgeye yonelik ¢ok sayida tarihi rivayetin
olugmasina yol agmistir. Bu bilgiler, Filistindeki tarih yazim siirecinin Islam tarihin
ilk dénemlerinde basladigin1 gostermektedir. Filistinli sahabiler, 6zellikle de Temim
ed-Dari, bu siiregte 6nemli roller tistlenmislerdir. Ayrica, Filistine hicret eden, orada
yasayan veya ziyaret eden birgok sahabe de bu siirece katkida bulunmugtur. Bu ger-
cevede, Filistindeki ilk tarih rivayeti 6rnegi Hz. Peygamber’in hadisleri olmustur. Bu
baglamda adi mutlaka anilmasi gereken énemli bir sahsiyet Ibn Sihab ez-Ziihridir.
Ez-Ziihri, Filistine go¢ ederek orada yerlesmis ve hadis rivayetlerini Filistinden yay-
maya baglamus, rivayet yontemlerini 6grencilerine 6gretmistir. Bu nedenle Ez-Ziihri,
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Filistinde bir rivayet ekoliin olusumunda temel bir sahsiyet olarak kabul edilebilir.
Filistinde tarih yaziminin ikinci yansimasy, fazilet kitaplari (Fazail) olarak bilinen eser-
lerdir. Bu eserler, Kudiis ve diger Filistin sehirlerinin dini tistiinliiklerine dair rivayet-
leri icermekteydi. Bu tiir eserlerin ortaya ¢ikisi, yalnizca Filistine 6zgii degildi; Islam
tarihinin ilk ytizyllindan itibaren Mekkenin faziletleri hakkinda Hasan el-Basrinin
kaleme aldig1 “Mekke’nin Faziletleri” adli eser 6rneginde oldugu gibi, fazilet kitaplari
ortaya ¢ikmisti. O zamandan itibaren Kudiis ve Filistin sehirleri hakkinda da birgok
eser yazilmustir. Bunlardan en erken tarihli olany, ti¢tincii Hicri yiizyilda kaleme alinan
ibn Hammad er-Ramlinin “Kudiisiin Faziletleri” adli eseridir. Bu kaynaklarin, Hagh
Seferlerinden 6nce kaleme alinmis olmasi, bu tiir rivayetlerin Hagh Seferlerine tepki
olarak ortaya ¢ikmadigini agik¢a gostermektedir. Filistindeki tarih yazimmin tigiincti
goriiniimii ise fetihler ve savaslar gibi biiyiik olaylar1 belgeleyen genel tarih kitaplariy-
la olmustur. Bu tiir eserlere dair en erken 6rnek, ikinci Hicri ytizyila tarihlenen Ebt
Huzeyfe el-Buhérinin “Kudiisin Fethi” adli eseridir. Bunun yani sira, el-Medaini el-
Basri de ayn1 dénemde “Askalanin Fethi” ve “Gazze'nin Fethi” isimli eserleri kaleme
almustir. Tim bu veriler géz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, Filistin'in Hicri takvimin
ilk bes asrinda kendine 6zgii bir tarih yazimi ekoliin olusum siirecine girdigini ile-
ri siirmek miimkiindiir. Bu ekél, Islam tarihinin erken evrelerinde ortaya ¢ikmis ve
Kudiis'tin dini kimligine odaklanarak 6zgiin bir yon kazanmustir. Bu nedenle, bu eké-
lin rivayetleri Hz. Muhammed’in hadisleriyle baglamis, Kudiis ve Filistin'in faziletleri
tizerinde yogunlagmis ve fetihler ile savaslara dair genel rivayetlerle devam etmistir.
Miisliimanlarin Filistine ilgisinin Islam tarihinin en erken dénemlerinden itibaren
mevcut oldugu bu sekilde agik¢a anlagilmaktadir; bu ilginin Hagli Seferleri ya da bolge
tizerindeki siyasi ihtilaflardan kaynaklanmadig da kesinlik kazanmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Tarihi, Filistin, Tarih Anlatimi, Biladt’s-Sam, Erdemler

THE EMERGENCE OF HISTORICAL NARRATION AND WRITING IN
PALESTINE DURING THE FIRST FIVE HIJRI CENTURIES

Abstract

This article investigates the beginnings and development of historical writing in
Palestine during the first five centuries of the Hijri calendar. It explores the comple-
xities of this period, focusing on the emergence of historical writing in the Greater
Syria region, particularly Palestine. Despite the region’s prosperity during the mid-
Rashidun period and the Umayyad era, the onset of known historical classifica-
tion in the Islamic world coincided with the decline of Syria’s political leadership
in favor of Iraq during the early Abbasid period. After a period of neglect due to
political reasons, Historical Syria re-emerged and took the initiative in forming its
own historical school, possibly during the fourth century of the Hijri calendar. This
re-emergence was based on a rich heritage of narrations and methodologies formed
earlier. Consequently, the Syrian school of historical studies became one of the most
important and unique alongside the Iraqi and Hijazi schools. Palestine, in particu-
lar, played a significant role in this development. The early interest in Syria was not
only due to its economic and geopolitical value but also its religious status in Islam,
as it was in Christianity before Islam. Muslims were interested in Jerusalem as early
as the time of the Prophet Muhammad, who formed a unique relationship with the
city through prayer and even a physical visit during the miraculous Night Journey.
The Prophet Muhammad was the first to draw Muslims’ attention to that land, and
he played a crucial role in planning its capture, fulfilled by the second Muslim caliph
Omar ibn al-Khattab. This made Jerusalem and Palestine among the most impor-
tant regions in Muslim history from an early stage, resulting in numerous historical
narrations focusing on the region’s virtues. This suggests that the historical narrati-
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on process in Palestine began as early as the first Muslim state. Palestinian compa-
nions of the Prophet Muhammad, such as Tamim al-Dari, played a significant role
in this process. Additionally, many other companions of the Prophet Muhammad
who migrated, lived, or visited Palestine added to this value. Thus, the hadith of the
Prophet Muhammad was the first manifestation of historical narration in Palestine.
One of the most important persons whose name must be mentioned in this aspect
is Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri. Since he migrated to Palestine and settled there, he started
spreading narrations of hadith from Palestine and teaching the methodology of nar-
rations to his students. Therefore, al-Zuhri could have played a crucial role in for-
ming a school of narration in Palestine. He would indeed be one of the main pillars
of a Palestinian school of historical narration. The other manifestation of historical
narration in Palestine was the books of Fada’il (virtues), i.e., narrations focusing on
the religious virtues of Jerusalem and other Palestinian cities. Palestine was not the
first location to have its religious importance highlighted. The books of Fada’il in
Islamic history emerged as early as the first Hijri century, with al-Hassan al-Basri’s
“The Virtues of Makkah?” Since then, many books focusing on Jerusalem and ot-
her Palestinian cities have emerged, with Ibn Hammad al-Ramli’s “The Virtues of
Jerusalem” being the earliest mentioned source, written in the third Hijri century.
These books preceded the First Crusade, indicating that this type of narration was
not a result of the Crusades as some might claim. The third manifestation of histo-
rical narration in Palestine is through books of general history documenting major
events such as conquests and battles. These books related to Palestine date back as
early as the second Hijri century, with Abu Hudhayfah al-Bukhari’s “The Conquests
of Jerusalem” being the earliest. Additionally, al-Mada’ini al-Basri wrote “The Con-
quest of Ascalon” and “The Conquest of Gaza” around the same era. Considering all
these facts, it is reasonable to argue that a Palestinian school of historical narration
and writing began forming during the first five Hijri centuries. This school began
to take shape early in Islamic history, with a unique focus on the religious aspects
of Jerusalem’s character. This explains why the narrations in this school began with
the hadith of the Prophet Muhammad and focused on the virtues of Jerusalem and
Palestine, along with general narrations of wars and conquests. The Muslim interest
in Palestine began very early in Islamic history, making it clear that it was not influ-
enced by the Crusades or any political conflicts over this region.

Keywords: Islamic History Palestine, Historical Narrative, Greater Syria, Virtues
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