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ZiYAD KASIM'IN EZ-ZEVBEA ROMANINDA OSMANLI/TURK IMAJI
Ahmet Bostanci *
Oz
Tiirkler ve Araplar uzun tarihsel baglara sahiptir. Zira pek ¢ok Arap iilkesi yaklastk
dort aswr Osmanlt Devleti’nin hakimiyeti altinda yasamistir. Tiirkler ve Araplar
arasinda tarihten gelen bu baglarin roman ve dykii gibi Arap edebiyati tiirlerine
yansimast son derece dogaldir. Bu konuda genel bir inceleme yapildiginda Osmanl
hakimiyeti déneminin bu tiir eserlerde olumsuz olarak yansitildigi ve dénemle ilgili
olarak kétii bir Tiirk imajimn ¢izildigi goriilmektedir. Ziyad Kasim, Urdiin’de roman
edebi tiiriiniin 6nemli temsilcilerinden birisi olarak kabul edilen bir yazardir. Eserleri
pek c¢cok edebiyat elestirmeni tarafindan ele alimp hakkinda degerlendirmeler
yvazilmigtir. 1990°l yillardan itibaren yayinlanan romanlarimin ¢ogu tarihi roman
hiiviyetindedir. Bu makalede, Ziyad Kdsim in alti ciltten olusan ve tarihsel aralik olarak
1860-1949 yillart arast olaylar: konu alan ez-Zevbea adli romant ele alinmakta ve
romanmin  1860-1918 arast Osmanli  Doneminin  konu edildigi  birinci  cildi
incelenmektedir. Bu kapsamda romanda Osmanli Tiirklerinin sahip oldugu imaj ortaya
konulmaktadir. Calismada Arap-Tiirk iligkilerine ve genel olarak Araplar arasinda ve
edebi eserlerde, ozellikle de romanlarda Tiirk imajina kisa olarak deginilmekte,
ardindan Ziyad Kasim'in hayatindan ve edebi kisiliginden bahsedilmekte, daha sonra
da ez-Zevbea Romammn birinci nesil alt bashgini tasiyan ilk cildinde Osmanl
Tiirklerinin imajina dair érnekler iizerinde durulmaktadir. Son olarak da romanda
Osmanly Tiirklerine dair ortaya konulan kétii imajin sebepleri ele alinmakta ve
degerlendirilmektedir.
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Abstract

Turks and Arabs have profound and enduring historical ties, largely because many
Arab countries were under the rule of the Ottoman Empire for approximately four
centuries. It is only natural that these shared historical ties between Turks and Arabs

are reflected in various Arabic literature genres, including novels and short stories.

However, a general examination of this subject reveals that the Ottoman period is often
reflected in a negative light, and an unfavorable image of the Turks emerges in relation

to this era.

Ziyad Qasim, an author widely recognized as one of Jordan's most significant novelists,

has garnered substantial attention from literary critics and evaluations written about
his works. Most of his novels published since the 1990s have been historical novels in
nature. This article analyzes Ziyad Qasim's monumental novel, al-Zawbaa, a six-
volume historical novel covering the period from 1860 to 1949. The analysis centers on
the first volume, which deals with the Ottoman period between 1860-1918, with the aim
of unveiling the portrayal of Ottoman Turks within the novel. This study begins with an
overview of Arab-Turkish relations and the image of Turks among Jordan'Arabs in
general and in literary works, particularly novels. It then delves into Ziyad Qasim's life
and literary personality before providing specific examples of how the image of
Ottoman Turks is constructed in the first volume of al-Zawbaa subtitled The First
Generation. Finally, the reasons for the negative depiction of the Ottoman Turks in the
novel are discussed and critically evaluated.
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Structured Abstract

Turks and Arabs share deep-rooted and enduring historical ties, largely shaped by
the fact that many Arab countries lived under the rule of the Ottoman Empire for nearly
four centuries. While religious solidarity fostered good relations between Turks and
Arabs for centuries, these ties began to deteriorate with the weakening of the Ottoman
Empire and the emergence of nationalist tendencies. It is only natural that these
historical relations between Turks and Arabs are reflected in the genres of Arabic
literature, particularly novels and short stories.

A general examination of the Arab perception of Turks reveals a polarized view
influenced by ideological leanings. Arab nationalists tend to adopt a negative view of
the Ottoman state and characterize the Ottoman rule in Arab countries as Turkish
colonialism and dark periods. In contrast, it can be stated that those who adopt Islamist
thought to view the Ottoman state more favorably, considering it as a defender of
Islamic lands against Western colonialism.

In Arabic literature, especially in the genre of stories and novels about the Ottoman
period, the Ottoman era is frequently depicted in negative terms, and a distorted image
of the Turks is often constructed.

Ziyad Qasim, regarded as one of Jordan's prominent novelists, is among the writers
whose works reflect such portrayals. His literary works have been the subject of
extensive analysis and critique. Though initially trained as an accountant, studying in
Jordan and England, Qasim turned to literature later in life, focusing primarily on
historical novels after his retirement. His ideological alignment with the principles of
the Syrian Social Nationalist Party and his beliefin the unity of Greater Syria are evident
throughout his works.

The authors' works in the novel genre are: al-Mudir al-'Amm (1988), Ebna al-Kal'a
(1990), al-Zawba'a volume one (1994), al-Zawba'a volume two (1996), al-Zawba'a
volume three (1997), al-Zawba'a volume four (1997), al-'Arin (1999), al-Hasirun
(2000), al-Zawba'a volume five (2003), al-Zawba'a volume six (2003).

Since the 1990s, his literary output has predominantly consisted of historical
novels, with al-Zawba'a being his most ambitious work. Spanning six volumes, the
novel examines the period from 1860 to 1949, with the first volume—subtitled The First
Generation—focusing on the Ottoman era from 1860 to 1918. The events in the first
volume of the novel take place in Agaba, Damascus, Amman, Jerusalem, Beirut,
Baltimore, Iraq, Jaffa and Istanbul, regions that were largely under Ottoman rule during
the timeframe of the novel. The author employs these settings to critique what he
perceives as the corruption within the Ottoman administration, highlighting issues such
as poverty, ignorance, sectarian conflict, frequent wars, and social unrest. This portrayal
aligns with a broader trend in Arabic literature that casts the Ottoman Turks in a
negative light.

In parallel with many other novels about Turks, Ziyad Qasim's novel Ez-Zawbaa
presents a negative image of Turks. According to Ez-Zawbaa and similar novels, the
Turk is a cruel invader with bad morals. The main reason behind Ziyad Qasim's
presentation of such a negative image of the Turks in the novel is that he adopted the
ideas of the Syrian Socialist Nationalist Party. al-Zawbaa seems to function as a vehicle
for legitimizing the Arab uprising against the Ottoman Empire and promoting the
ideology of the Syrian Socialist Nationalist Party.
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The Ottoman Turks are undoubtedly the most maligned people in the novel.
However, this vilification is not limited to their image. The portrayal of Egyptians is
also subjected to a negative image. The author adopts the idea of Greater Syria and is
against the unity of Egypt and Syria as well as Arab nationalism. For this reason, he
depicts Egyptians residing in the Aqaba region as despicable people who commit all
kinds of immorality and espionage for financial gain. This characterization reflects the
author's opposition to both Egyptian-Syrian unity and Arab nationalism, as he
champions the idea of Greater Syria. In contrast, the people of Bilad al-Sham, including
its Christian population, are glorified.

Ziyad Qasim's rejection of Arab nationalism, the Islamic Caliphate, sectarianism,
tribalism and ethnic minority politics is evident in his critiques of these ideologies and
their perceived failures to address the socio-political reality of the Sham Region.
Through his novel, Qasim seems to lay the ideological groundwork for the emergence
of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, which he portrays as a natural response to the
political, religious, social and cultural changes in the region.

Even the title of the novel, al-Zawbaa (The Storm), is the emblematic of the Syrian
Social Nationalist Party, referencing its official symbol. Considering all these issues, it
can be stated that al-Zawbaa is a highly ideological novel.

In an interview conducted by Munteha al-Harashideh in his master's thesis entitled
al-Ru've wa'l-Binya fi Rivdyati Ziyad Kasim, Ziyad Qasim stated that his ideas changed
after the First Gulf War and he gave up hope for Arab unity. It was during this period
that the author started writing historical novels. His only previous novel is al-Mudir al-
'Amm, which is not a historical novel. The ideological dimension is very evident in
Ziyad Qasim's historical novels. The overt ideological dimension of Qasim's historical
novels suggests that he regarded novel-writing as a means of advancing his political
beliefs rather than as a purely literary endeavor.

In addition to contributing to the study of Arabic literature in Turkey, the study of
such works is also important for the progress of Turkish-Arab relations on solid ground.
Literary Works, after all, can significantly influence these relations, either positively or
negatively.
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