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Adnan Diler was an inspiring figure in Carian archaeology renowned for his multifaceted 
approach and unwavering dedication to the preservation of cultural heritage. He passed away 
unexpectedly on December 19, 2023, in İstanbul. Throughout his career, Diler devoted his 
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life to the study and protection of archaeological sites, particularly in Caria. Driven by a deep 
sense of social responsibility, he worked tirelessly to raise awareness of cultural preservation, 
ensuring that future generations could continue to appreciate and learn from the rich heritage 
of the past.

Education and Professional Experience
Diler was born in Erzurum in 1956. He completed primary and secondary education in 

İstanbul, later returned to Erzurum for his university studies. He graduated from Atatürk 
University’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of Archaeology, in 1982 and became a 
research assistant in the same department in 1983. Diler received his Master’s degree in 1986 
with a thesis entitled “The Origin and Development of Horned Protome Rythons in the Light 
of Gökçeşeyh Finds”, published in Belleten in 1998. He completed his doctorate in 1990 
under the supervision of Fahri Işık with a dissertation titled “The Sanctuary of Kaunos”. 
The results of this dissertation were published in Asia Minor Studien in 1995 under the title 
“Account of the Sanctuary Exposed at Caunus City”.

In 1992, Diler became an assistant professor at Atatürk University. The following year, 
he was promoted to associate professor in Classical Archaeology and continued his academic 
career in Erzurum until 1997. In the same year, he joined Muğla University, where he was 
promoted to full professor in 1999. There, he served as the head of the Department of 
Archaeology, acting dean, and a member of the university senate until his retirement in 2023.

In 2000, he established the Carian Research Center at Muğla University to conduct studies 
on the archaeology of the region. The center also coordinated the Muğla Cultural Inventory 
Project. To train specialists in interdisciplinary research methods, Diler launched graduate 
programs in Archaeology, Cultural Heritage and Site Management, Archaeometry, and 
Museology. He also organized international symposia on modern sculpture and pioneered the 
opening of Türkiye’s first Museum of Cast Gallery at Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University in 2012.

Excavations and Research
Diler’s career began with archaeological excavations at Horiskale (1981), Kaunos (1981), 

İzolikale (1982), Sos Höyük (1988), and Patara (1989-1991). In 1988 and 1990, he conducted 
short-term research on cult practices at Olympos. He continued to take an active part in the 
excavations at Kaunos, directed by Baki Öğün, which he had joined during his student years. 
His detailed study of the so-called Terrace Temple formed the core of his doctoral thesis. As 
part of the excavation team, he also contributed to significant work on the North Necropolis, 
the Kaunos Saltworks, the East Terrace of Küçükkale, and the Rock Altar at Kaunos.

From 1992 onward, Diler focused on rural life and traditional production techniques of 
the ancient Aegean and Mediterranean basin, as well as industrial archaeology. In 1997, he 
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received a grant from the Gerda Henkel Foundation to study olive and wine presses and spent 
a year conducting research in Kiel, Germany. His work culminated in the organisation of the 
symposium “Olive Oil and Wine Production in the Aegean and Mediterranean in Antiquity: 
Rural Settlements, Urban Centers, and Trade” in Bodrum in 2022.

Throughout his career, Diler conducted extensive surveys in Caria and engaged in rescue 
excavations and conservation projects in collaboration with the Muğla, Marmaris, Milas, and 
Bodrum Underwater Archaeology museums. The regions and settlements he prioritized were 
pivotal to understanding the cultural identity of the Carians. His most comprehensive work 
focused on the Lelegian settlements of the Bodrum Peninsula, identifying key excavation 
sites such as Pedasa and Asarlık/Termera. By examining traces of life and burial customs 
within the Lelegian culture, often referred to as the “Lelegian Peninsula” due to its distinct 
cultural imprints, Diler has significantly advanced the understanding of this unique heritage.

His dedication to exploring key sites from various periods in Caria is reflected in his 
research on Müsgebi and Pilavtepe for the Bronze Age; Damlıboğaz (Hydai) for the Early 
Bronze Age through the Archaic period; Kedreai, the island settlement of Rhodian Peraea, for 
the Hellenistic period; Aspat (Strobilos) for the Middle Ages; Kissebükü for the Late Antique 
period, and Mobolla, a fortified settlement in inner Caria. Beyond their scientific importance, 
these projects showcased Diler’s commitment to harmonious collaboration with the Ministry 
of Culture and the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums.

The excavations at Damlıboğaz (Hydai), Termera (Asarlık), Müsgebi, Pilavtepe, Pedasa, 
Sedir Island (Kedreai), and Milas Uzunyuva, the so-called Hekatomneion, have significantly 
advanced our understanding of the archaeology of Caria. Among these, the research at Pedasa, 
a Lelegian settlement mentioned by ancient authors, stands out for its contributions to the 
study of the region’s ancient peoples, from the Late Bronze Age onwards. The excavations at 
Pedasa have revealed vital information about the settlement’s unique organization, daily life, 
religious practices, burial customs, and cultural identity. Beyond uncovering material culture, 
such as pottery, tools, and architectural features, the work at Pedasa has also prioritized the 
preservation of the archaeological site and its surrounding ecological environment. These 
efforts ensure a more holistic understanding of the site and its place within the broader 
context of Carians regional and international connections. 

Diler’s studies have highlighted Damlıboğaz (Hydai) as a crucial site for understanding 
the regional cultures of Caria from the Early Bronze Age through to the end of the Archaic 
period. Following Pedasa, the excavations at Termera became key for shedding light on the 
Early Iron Age and Archaic Period developments in the region. The 2012 salvage excavation 
at Termera was especially instrumental in exploring the relationship between Lelegian 
identity, burial customs, and material culture, particularly in connection with the broader 
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Aegean cultural sphere. The 2013 rescue excavations at Müsgebi further enriched our 
understanding of the site, building on the earlier work of Yusuf Boysal in the 1960s. These 
excavations reintegrated Müsgebi into contemporary discussions about the presence of Late 
Bronze Age Aegean/Mycenaean-type chamber tombs in the region. The analysis of grave 
goods and burial practices provided new insights into the cultural interactions between Caria 
and the wider Aegean world.

Diler’s involvement in the rescue excavations at Milas Uzunyuva, as part of the scientific 
committee, led to the discovery of the monumental tomb and surrounding structures associated 
with Hekatomnos, the founder of the Hekatomnid dynasty during the Persian period. These 
excavations revealed the tomb as a significant marker of cultural change in the region during 
the 4th century BC. In 2020, Diler edited the book Mylasa Uzunyuva Hekatomneion and 
contributed an article discussing the grave offerings and cult practices related to the tomb.

Sedir Island (Kedraei) has remained a major focus of Diler’s research. Ongoing surveys, 
which evolved into rescue excavations, helped address the lack of studies on the identity and 
chronological development of settlements in the Rhodian Peraea. These excavations revealed 
that Sedir Island had been inhabited since the end of the Early Iron Age and featured well-
preserved structures from the Hellenistic Period and Late Antiquity.

At Mobolla, a Hellenistic fortress settlement perched on a cliff overlooking the center of 
Muğla, Diler oversaw rescue excavations and the development of the site for visitor access. 
His work at Mobolla has further enriched our understanding of the region’s historic landscape 
and facilitated public engagement with its archaeological heritage.

Research Projects
Diler has been involved in several interdisciplinary research projects focusing on both the 

archaeology and ecological environment of the Caria. He was the principal investigator of the 
TÜBİTAK-funded project entitled “Archaeological Park Management in Aspat (Strobilos) 
and its Territorium and Agro-Tourism Planning in Ancient Agricultural Terrace Areas.” 
This project aimed to integrate archaeological and ecological preservation with sustainable 
tourism development in the region. Additionally, Diler contributed to the European Union’s 
SMAP III project, where he participated in the sub-working group focused on the preparation 
and implementation of an integrated management action plan for Gökova Gulf and Sedir 
Island. This initiative, led by Muğla University Rectorate, aimed to harmonize conservation 
efforts with local development needs and tourism. The preliminary results of his research on 
Sedir Island were published in 2009, enhancing our understanding of its archaeological and 
environmental significance.
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Cultural Heritage Documentation
Adnan Diler’s academic career extends beyond archaeological excavations, focusing 

significantly on the documentation and preservation of cultural heritage, particularly in 
multi-layered heritage sites. One of his primary objectives has been to sustainably preserve 
the natural and archaeological environment, while incorporating traditional cultural elements 
and engaging local communities in the process.

A notable achievement in this area was the Muğla Cultural Inventory project, conducted 
through a protocol between Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University, the Carian Research Center, 
and the Governorship of Muğla. This initiative aimed to document and preserve the region’s 
cultural heritage and is regarded as the most comprehensive cultural inventory project 
in the region. It has set a precedent for future research in the field. The project led to the 
publication of four volumes of the Muğla Cultural Inventory: Bodrum Yarımadası Kentsel 
Sit: Halikarnassos I (2007), Bodrum Yarımadası Etnografik Eserleri II (2013), and Bodrum 
Yarımadası Arkeoloji ve Sanat Tarihi Kalıntıları III.1-2 (2013). These volumes are crucial for 
understanding and preserving the cultural heritage of the region.

Adnan Diler has made significant efforts to protect the cultural heritage of Lelegian 
settlements on the Bodrum Peninsula, particularly Pedasa, and its surrounding areas. 
Recognizing the vulnerability of the region to destruction from unplanned construction and 
rapid population growth, Diler has worked alongside universities, local governments, and 
non-governmental organizations to develop holistic and sustainable conservation strategies. 
These collaborative efforts aim to safeguard both the cultural heritage and the natural 
environment of the peninsula, ensuring its preservation for future generations.

His legacy is defined by his dedication to preserving cultural heritage, his scholarly 
contributions to Carian archaeology, and his tireless efforts to integrate modern archaeological 
practices with ecological and social sustainability. His efforts have not only enriched our 
knowledge of the Caria but have also ensured the preservation of cultural heritage for future 
generations.
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