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Oz

Kirik ¢ogullar konusu, dilbilim ¢aligmalarinda problemli alanlardan biri olarak kabul edilmektedir.
Bunun nedeni, bu ¢ogul tiiriiniin Arapgada 6zel bir yere sahip olmasi ve kardes Sami dillerindeki ¢ogul
tiirlerinden farklilik gostermesidir. Ayrica, bu konunun ¢alismalari, goriislerin cesitliligi ve ele alinan
meselelerin zenginligi nedeniyle arastirmacinin bunu tiim yonleriyle ele almasini zorlastirmaktadir.
Buna ek olarak, farkli kirtk cogul kaliplari ile ilgili kiyas ve rivayet meselelerinde bir i¢ igelik
bulunmaktadir. Eski Arap dilbilimcileri, kirik ¢ogullar olgusunda ve bununla ilgili sarfi/morfolojik ve
anlamsal konular {iizerinde Onemli c¢abalar sarf etmislerdir. Onlar, bu c¢ogullarin yapisim
smiflandirirken, sayisal delaletleri g6z 6niinde bulundurmuslar ve bunlart sigatu miintehe'l-cumi’
(Cemiligin miikesser olarak kendisinde sonra ermis oldugu siga) diye adlandirmislardir. Ayrica bu
¢ogullari cem‘u kille (azlik g¢ogullar1) ve cem‘u kesra (¢okluk ¢ogullar1) olmak iizere iki ana kisma
ayrrmiglardir. Ancak, bu yapilarin miitedavil/yasayan dilde bulunan metinlerdeki kullanim oranlarina
veya goriilme sikliklarina gore siniflandirilmayla ilgilenen olmamistir. Bagka bir ifadeyle, siir veya
nesir gibi dil metinleri iizerinde uygulamali bir calismanin sonuglarini analiz ederek bir siniflandirma
yapilmamustir. Bu ¢aligma, gerceklige veya yasayan dil kullanimmin gergek verilerine dayanmayan
betimsel ¢alismalardan ziyade, bu tiir modern ¢aligmalarin daha gergekei ve nesnel sonuglar verdigine
dair tam bir inangtan hareketle bunu yapacaktir. Bu amagla bir yandan en miikkemmel ve en yetkin dille
yazilmis Kur’an-1 Kerim ayetleriyle, diger yandan da dilinin giiciine ve kalitesine duyulan giivenden
dolay1 Endiiliislii sair ibn Haface’nin siirleriyle temsil edilen Arap siir diliyle temsil edilen dil
metinlerine bagvurulacaktir. Bu c¢aligma, uygulamali ve analitik ¢alismalarin sonuglarina dayanarak
kirik ¢ogullarin Arapgada yeni bir siniflandirma yontemini aramayi/denemeyi amaglamaktadir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Kirik ¢ogullar, morfolojik yapilar, siniflandirma, analitik caligma, uygulamali
calisma.

Abstract

The subject of broken plurals is one of the problematic subjects in the field of linguistic studies. This is
due to the fact that this type of plural has a special feature in the Arabic language that makes it different
from the types of plurals found in other Semitic languages, sister to Arabic. Apart from that, the
diversity of opinions and abundance of issues that have affected its studies, makes it difficult for the
researcher to encompass them from all sides, in addition to the overlap in the issues of measurement
and hearing when dealing with its different forms. The early Arabic scholars have made great efforts,
which are commendable, in studying the phenomenon of broken plurals and all related morphological
and semantic issues. They relied on a principle in classifying their structures that takes into account the
numerical significance of these plurals, so they divided them into two sections: plurals of fewness and
plurals of abundance, in addition to what is known as the last form of plural. However, no one has been
interested in classifying them by looking at the rates of their occurrence or use in the texts of the living
language, or in other words, classifying them by analyzing the results of the applied study on the texts
of the language, whether poetry or prose. This is what this study will do, out of complete conviction
that such modern studies give more realistic and objective results than descriptive studies that are often
not based on reality or on the real data of living linguistic usage. To this end, the application will be
made to linguistic texts represented on the one hand by the verses of the Holy Qur’an with the most
complete and perfect language, and on the language of Arabic poetry on the other hand represented by
the poetry of the Andalusian poet Ibn Khafajah, due to confidence in the strength and quality of his
language. This study aims to find a new method for classifying broken plurals in Arabic based on the
results of applied analytical studies.

Keywords: Broken plurals, morphological structures, classification, analytical study, applied study.
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Extended Abstract

The analytical applied approach in modern morphological linguistic studies aims
to analyze morphological structures and trace them within their linguistic contexts
through practical application to authentic texts. This approach seeks to achieve
various objectives, chief among them identifying established morphological
patterns, examining their modes of usage, and assessing the extent to which they
conform to traditional normative frameworks or diverge from them. It also endeavors
to establish connections between morphological structures and their functions and
semantic values within the analyzed texts, along with other related goals. In parallel,
this approach necessarily relies on mathematical and statistical methods capable of
presenting findings in precise numerical terms, thereby enhancing the reliability and
objectivity of the results.

The phenomenon of plurals in Arabic in general and broken plurals in particular
is a phenomenon that deserves attention and study due to its specificity and
uniqueness compared to other Semitic languages, sister to Arabic, and due to its
richness and diversity in structures, as well as the abundance of opinions and
viewpoints held by ancient scholars concerning its nature and numerical and
semantic connotations, in addition to the issues of analogy and hearing and the great
controversy that has raged around it from the time that study in the sciences of
language and its codification began to the present day. All of the above and more
tempts the linguistic researcher to delve into these issues to shed light on the features
of this important topic on the one hand or to support previous studies and opinions
or even to criticize and respond to them on the other hand.

We have devoted our doctoral thesis to studying the structures of plurals and their
connotations in the field of studying Semitic languages. After several years by taking
advantage of a number of data that emerged from that thesis, the idea of a new
classification of broken plurals in Arabic crystallized in our minds. The study at hand
has focused on the phenomenon of broken plurals in Arabic from a critical rather
than a descriptive perspective; as it found that the opinions of earlier scholars
regarding the numerical significance of these plurals were not convincing enough,
in the context of the linguistic use of these structures and the different or opposite
numerical significances they leave behind. Accordingly, the study chose another
path through which it proposes a new classification of these plurals based on the
results of the analytical and applied study, out of the conviction that this type of
modern studies gives real and more objective results than descriptive studies that are
often not based on reality. Therefore, the application was made to the language of
living texts represented on the one hand by the verses of the Holy Qur’an, which has
the most complete and perfect language, as well as the language of poetry
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represented by the Andalusian poet Ibn Khafajah’s collection of poems, due to our
confidence in the strength and quality of his language on the other hand.

As for the details of the research and its course, it began with a theoretical
introduction that addresses the problem of the study, its justifications and objectives,
then moved in the first section to presenting the details of the theory of the plurals
of paucity and abundance among the early scholars and the opinions when
establishing it. Then a number of flaws in this theory were identified in linguistic
usage, as much of what was established for paucity indicated abundance and the
opposite is also the case, and this opinion was supported by analyzing the numbers
of the applied study that was conducted on the poetry of Ibn Khafajah, as it became
clear that more than half of what was established to indicate paucity among the early
scholars from the broken plurals that Ibn Khafajah used in his poetry indicated
abundance.

The study moved in the second section to present the structures of the broken
plurals mentioned in the Diwan of Ibn Khafajah, with examples of their occurrence
in his poetry. Then, the structures of these plurals were classified in a table from the
most used to the least used. We also used a previous study by an Egyptian researcher
on the phenomenon of Arabic plurals, which she conducted on the Holy Quranic
text, by organizing the structures of the plurals of the Holy Quran in a table similar
to the previous table. After that, we compared the data of the two tables, and we
concluded with a comprehensive classification table that arranges the structures of
the plurals mentioned in the Quran and poetry. In the last section of this study, we
extracted a new classification of the structures of the broken plurals in Arabic based
on what was mentioned in the previous two tables. It is a proposal that needs support
and backing or even modification by other studies that rely on the mechanisms of
the applied analytical approach.

The study ultimately concluded with a number of findings and recommendations,
detailed as follows:

Early Arab linguists made commendable efforts in classifying Arabic broken
plurals based on numerical criteria. However, these classifications were not
sufficiently precise in actual linguistic usage, as forms designated for plurals of
paucity were sometimes used in place of plurals of abundance, and vice versa.

The study employed methods from the analytical-applied approach, incorporating
relevant statistical tools, with the aim of proposing a new classification for the
patterns of Arabic broken plurals that reflects their actual linguistic usage.

The study succeeded in classifying broken plural patterns from most to least
frequently used, based on their occurrence in the texts of the Holy Qur’an and the
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collected poetry of the Andalusian poet Ibn Khafajah. This classification is of great
significance, as it may serve as a foundation for future scholarly and academic efforts
to investigate the linguistic and extralinguistic factors behind the preference for
certain plural patterns over others.

As for the recommendations, the researcher proposed encouraging further studies
similar to the present one in order to support the classification suggested herein,
while also expanding the scope of such studies to include semantic and functional
dimensions. It is also suggested to increase the application of analytical, applied, and
statistical approaches to other linguistic topics, as they tend to yield results that are
more innovative and objective.
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