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Tiirkiye’de evsizlikle ilgili ilk arastirma “1991-1995 Yillar1 Arasinda Istanbul’da
Gériilen Evsiz Insan Oliimleri” bashigini tasiyor (Altun, 1997). Adli tip ile halk
saghgmin kesisiminde yer alan bu tipta uzmanlik tezi gdsteriyor ki evsizlik Istanbul’da
en azindan 30 yildir bir toplumsal soruna déniismiis durumda. Aragtirma her ne kadar
saglik alaninda yapilmis olsa da, incelenen 126 evsiz dliimii iizerinden, Istanbul’da
sokakta yasayan evsizlerle ilgili 5nemli bulgulara ulagiyor (Altun, 1997, s. 39): Evsiz
Oliimlerine yogun olarak Beyoglu ve Aksaray’da rastlanmaktadir. Dortte tigliniin cesedi
acik bir ortamda bulunmustur. Olen evsizlerin biiyiik kismi1 31-50 yas aras1 erkeklerdir,
Ekim-Nisan doneminde 6lmiistiir, kimlik belgesi tasimamaktadir, genel viicut hijyenleri
kotidiir, beste birinin 6limi alkolle iliskilidir, birgogunun 6liimiine solunum yolu
enfeksiyonlari, verem ve zatiirre sebep olmustur.

Tiirkiye’de o giinden bugiine evsizler kisin soguk giinlerinde sokaklarda donarak
oldiikce giindeme gelmeye devam etti. Nitekim evsizlere yonelik en istikrarli kamu
faaliyeti olan “kis hizmetleri” de evsizlerin donarak dlmelerine engel olacak sekilde
barindirma amaciyla sinirli, rehabilitasyon boyutu olmayan bir uygulamadir. Bu
hizmetlerin evsiz 6liimlerini ne kadar azalttig1 bir yana, bir toplumsal sorun olarak
evsizligin Tiirkiye’de hem nicelik olarak yayginlastig1 hem de nitelik olarak derinleserek
katmanli hale geldigi kesindir. Aradan gegen zaman iginde evsizlikle ilgili ¢ok sayida
sosyal bilimsel arastirma yapildi. Bunlar arasinda kuruculuk vazifesini iistlenen, evsizlikle
ilgili ilk kitap ve hayattaki evsizlerle yapilan nitel goriigmelere dayanan ilk sosyal bilimsel
aragtirma, halihazirda Caligma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakani olan Isikhan’a (2002) ait.
Docgentlik tezi niteligindeki arastirma kapsaminda Ankara’da 1995 yilinin Eyliil-Kasim
aylari, 21:00-01:00 saatleri arasinda terminal, gar, bankalarin bankamatik boliimleri,
sokak, cadde gibi mekanlarda bulunan 58 evsizle goriisme gergeklestirilmis.
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Caligma saha verileri lizerinden evsizlerin evsiz kalma nedenlerini ortaya koymanin
yani sira bir barinma evi onerisi de gelistirmektedir. Gelistirilen modelde barima evi
ekibinin sosyal hizmet uzman1 (SHU), psikolog, doktor, danigsman, avukat, igsizlik
danismani gibi uzmanlardan olusmasi gerektigi belirtilir. “Evsiz kisiyi kazanip
kaybetmemizi belirleyen kritik asama” niteligindeki “ilk miilakat asamas1” enformel,
konusup duygular1 ifade etmeye cesaretlendiren ve destekleyici dort bes goriisme
icermelidir. “Bu gecici merkezlerde giivene dayali iligkiler evsizlerin ikamet etmelerine
yardime1 olurken ayni zamanda temel ihtiyaclarinin karsilanmasini da saglama[lidir]”
(Isikhan, 2002, ss. 110-111). Ayrica Sosyal Hizmetler ve Cocuk Esirgeme Kurumu
(SHCEK) orgiitlerinde ¢alisan SHU ve diger meslek elemanlari mobil hale getirilmeli
ve miiracaat¢inin “devasa kurumlara bagvurmasini bekle[meden]” sorun alanlarina
miidahale etmeli (Isikhan, 2002, s. 118).

Sahast 1995 Ankara’sina ait olan bu arastirmanin iizerinden yaklagik 30 y1l gecti. Bu
stire zarfinda evsizlikle ilgili bir tercime kitap (Anderson, 2017), {i¢ telif kitap (Cabuk
ve Atamtiirk, 2023; Erbay, 2013; Menevis, 2006), iki rapor (Emek ve Adalet Platformu,
2011a; TBMM Insan Haklarini Inceleme Komisyonu, 2010), bes de doktora tezi
(Akyildiz, 2020; Aynaci, 2024; Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2018; Giirel, 2023; H. Karaman,
2024) ve ¢ok sayida yiiksek lisans teziyle makale yayimlandi. Sehir odakli bakildiginda,
Istanbul (Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2021; Birelma, 2014; Kiiciik, 2014) ve Ankara’nin (Erbay,
2013; Isikhan, 2002; TBMM Insan Haklarim inceleme Komisyonu, 2010) yan1 sira Izmir
(Cabuk ve Atamtiirk, 2023; Ozkan-Kirang, 2020), Bursa (Giirel, 2023), Izmit (Aynaci,
2024), Antalya (Cabuk ve Atamtiirk, 2023; Kaya-Kili¢ ve Aslantiirk, 2019) gibi sehirlerde
evsizligin durumuyla ilgili bilgi iiretildi. Toplamda, Tiirkiye’deki evsizlik aragtirmalarinda,
evsizlerin evsiz kalma nedenleri, sokakta maruz kaldiklar1 sorunlar/zorluklar, sokak
hayat1 karsisinda gelistirdikleri hayatta kalma taktikleri ve ¢6ziim yolu 6nerileri incelendi.

Isikhan’in (2002) Ankara evsizligine dair aragtirmasi yayimlandiktan hemen sonra
Istanbul Beyoglu Kaymakamlig tarafindan, simdilerde yaygin olarak “evsiz barinma
evi” olarak isimlendirilen bir “Evsizler Evi” agilmisti. 10 Aralik 2003’ten Ocak 2007’ye
kadar, senenin 12 ay1 agik kalan bu ev tekil bir girisim, miinferit bir uygulama olarak
kald1.! Maalesef simdiye kadar Valilik, Kaymakamlik, 1 ve [lge Sosyal Yardimlagma ve
Dayanisma Vakfi, Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanlig, Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler il
Miidiirliigii, Tle Sosyal Hizmet Merkezi gibi merkezi yonetim birimleri tarafindan agilan

1 Evin 2007 Ocak ayinda Diinya Bankas1 Bagskan1 Wolfowitz tarafindan ziyaret edildigi bilinmektedir (AA,
2007). Kasim 2007 tarihli bir haberde “Beyoglu Kaymakamlig1 Evsizler Evi’nde kalan 9 ¢ocuk, yanlishikla
igtikleri bit ilacindan zehirlendi” bilgisi (Internet Haber, 2007) yer almaktadir. Ev Karakas’mn (2010) 16 Ara-
11k 2010 tarihli haberine gore “Eyliil (2020) ayindan”, Emek ve Adalet Platformu’nun (2011b) 4 Aralik 2011
tarihli haberine gore ise “2011 yilinin bahar aylarindan” itibaren “tadilat gerekgesiyle” kapali ve hizmet
vermiyor. Kii¢iik’iin yiiksek lisans tezinde de (2014, s. 83) “2011’in bahar aylarindan beri tadilat sebebiyle
kapal1” olan evin “kisa vadede acilacagina dair bir emare bulunma[dig1]” belirtilmektedir. Adil Medya'nin 5
Aralik 2011 tarihli haberindeyse evle ilgili “uzun zamandir, yillardir tamirattayiz diye evsiz almamaktadir”
denmektedir. Evin 2007-2010 yillar1 arasindaki durumu hakkinda yeterli bilgi bulunmamaktadir.
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ikinci bir ev olmadi.? Psikiyatrik rahatsizligi olanlar, yaslilar, cocuklar, bagimlilar ve aile
i¢i siddete maruz kalan kadlarla ilgilenen cesitli kamu kurumlari olsa da, 18-60 yas
arasi erkek evsizlere yonelik, yatili barinma ve psiko-sosyal destek hizmeti veren, 12 ay
acik barinma evlerine duyulan yogun ihtiyag¢ bugiin de devam ediyor.

Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi’ne sadece sonuncusunun cevabina ulasabildigimiz
iic yazilt soru dnergesi verilmis (MHP, 2013; BDP, 2014; SP, 2020). TBMM’ye
02.03.2020 tarihinde sunulan dnergeye Aile, Calisma ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanlig1
tarafindan verilen 17.07.2020 tarihli cevapta sunlar belirtiliyor:

“Evsizlerin Konaklatilmas1 Projesi kapsaminda, soguk hava ve kig sartlarinin
yasandigi donemlerde Sosyal Yardimlagma ve Dayanigma Vakiflarinca evsiz, mekansiz
ve kimsesiz kisilerin tespiti yapilarak Bakanhigimiz Il Miidiirliikleri isbirligi icerisinde
bu kisilerin 6ncelikli olarak il sinirlart igerisinde bulunan kamu kurumu misafirhanelerine
yerlestirilmeleri, kamu kurumu misafirhanelerine yerlestirilememeleri halinde ise
pansiyon, otel vb. yerlerde konaklatilmast veya bir mekanin bu kisilerin kist
gecirebilmeleri tahsis edilmesi saglanmakta ve konaklayan kisilerin temizlik (banyo,
tiras, sa¢ kesimi), saglik, temel gida, giyim ve benzeri ihtiyacglar1 giderilmektedir.”

Bu beyandan da, evsizlere yonelik 6zellesmis bir merkezin bulunmadigi
anlagilmaktadir. Evsizleri birkag ay spor salonlarinda veya otellerde barindirmanin
rehabilitasyon ve evsizlikten kurtulma agisindan ciddi bir katkis1 olmadig: agiktir.
Evsizlerin kendilerine has 6zellik ve sorunlaria ¢oziim iiretilmesi, biitiin diinyada
evsizlere yonelik olarak uzmanlagmis bir hizmet tireten ve yilin 12 ay1 agik barinma
evleriyle miimkiin goériinmektedir. Tiirkiye’deki “kis hizmetleri”nde saglanan sartlarin
uygunsuzlugu ve evsizlerin rehabilitasyonuyla higbir ilgisinin olmayisi ise arastirmalarda
acikea ortaya konmaktadir (Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2018; Kiigiik, 2014).

Merkezi yonetimin evsiz hizmetleri alaninda biraktig1 biiylik boslugu yerel
yonetimler ve sivil toplum doldurmaya ¢aligmaktadir. Ankara (Ulus Barinma Evi,
acilis: 2008, kapasite: 50; Diskap1 Barinma Evi, Eyliil 2020, 100), Kocaeli (izmit
Kurugesme Barmmma Merkezi, Kasim 2017, 82/91; Gebze Barinma ve Konaklama
Merkezi, Kasim 2020, 58) Bursa (Erkek Konukevi, Ekim 2019, 140), Izmir (Miiyesser
Turfan Gegici Erkek Konukevi, 2019, 60) ve Istanbul’da (Gegici Barinma Merkezi,
Ocak 2023, 18 erkek, toplam 48) belediyelerin 12 ay acik, erkek evsizlere yonelik
barinma evleri bulunmaktadir. Camilerde imamlar tarafindan gelistirilen hizmetler,
kamu ile sivil sektorler arasinda bir ara konum teskil etmekte, hizmet saglayici ile

2 Ankara Valiligi (t.y.) tarafindan, Sosyal Yardimlagsma ve Dayanigma Vakfi Bagkanligi’nin sorumlulugunda,
“Kimsesizlerin Kimsesi Olma Projesi” kapsaminda 2019-2020 kisinda sadece “’kis donemi”nde hizmet vermek
tlizere agildig1 belirtilen “Kimsesizler Misafirhanesi” (Agilis: 1 Aralik 2019, kapasite: 144) spor salonu/otel
barindirma hizmeti ile 12 ay agik rehabilitasyona doniik barinma evleri arasinda bir konuma yerlestirilebilir.

3 TBMM Insan Haklarimi inceleme Komisyonu (2010, s. 2) raporunda bu bilgiler Giinlik Barmma Evi, 3
Ocak 2009, 45 olarak gegmektedir.
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evsiz arasinda tatl sert, babacan, samimi iligkiler gelistirme ve birebir takip gibi
nitelikler tastyarak “evsizlikten kurtulma” agisindan sasirtici derecede verimli bir
performans ortaya koyabilmektedir. Sivil toplum alaninda ise Sefkat-Der ve Er-Day-
Der gibi derneklerin Istanbul’da yine diisiik kontenjanlara sahip evsiz barinma evleri
actiklar1 goriilmektedir. Bunlardan 6zellikle Sefkat-Der’in Tophane’deki “Evsizler
Evi” en istikrarli barinma evi olmus, 2007-2023 arasinda Istanbul’da kamuya bagli
12 ay acik hi¢bir barinma evinin olmadigi uzun dénem boyunca, kamu yetkilileri bile
evsizleri buraya yonlendirmistir. Bu evlerin her biri kuruluslarindan itibaren kendine
has bir “barinma evi kiiltlirii” yaratmis, biiylik 6l¢iide akran destegine dayali bir
rehabilitasyon boyutu i¢ermis, dolayisiyla sakinlerinin “evsizlikten kurtulma”sina
katki yapma 6zelligi tagimustir.

“Tiirkiye’de evsizlikten kurtulma” konusuna odaklanmak iizere yola ¢ikan bu 6zel say,
sahada ozellikle 16-60 yas aras1 erkek evsizlere yonelik kurulan spesifik barmma evi
denemelerinin rehabilitasyon anlaminda smirli da olsa baz1 meyveler vermesi sayesinde
miimkiin oldu. Bu satirlarin yazari her ne kadar 2003-2007 tarihleri arasinda faaliyet
gosteren Beyoglu Kaymakamligi Evsizler Evi’ne yetisemese de, 10 Aralik 2011°de agilan,
Sefkat-Der’in Tophane/Firuzaga, Borazan Sokak’taki Atsushi Miyazaki Evsizler Evi’nin
kurulusunda goniillii olarak bulunma firsatina sahip olmustur. Bu tecriibe yazara, evsiz
barinma evinde kalip 6zgiivenini geri kazanan, meslek 6grenip is bulan yahut meslegine/
isine geri donen, kendi evini kiralayan ¢cok sayida “eski evsiz” hikayesi ile kargilagma firsati
vermis, boylece “evsizlikten kurtulma” bashigi altinda, Tiirkiye’de bu konuda aragtirma
yapmaya yetecek kadar bulgunun yavas yavas biriktigi diisiincesini uyandirmigtir. Bu
satirlarin yazan tarafindan Istanbul Universitesi gatis1 altinda yiiriitiilen “Eski Evsizlerin
Evsizlikten Kurtulma Tecriibeleri Uzerine Nitel Bir Arastirma: Istanbul Ornegi” baslikli
TUBITAK 1001 Projesi de bu dogrultuda énemli bir adim olmustur. Bu 6zel say1 her ne
kadar bahsi gegen projenin dogrudan bir ¢iktisi olarak degerlendirilemezse de, agiktir ki
TUBITAK 1n destegi olmasa proje, proje olmasa bu 6zel say1 olmazdi. Bu anlamda,
buradaki ¢aligma, Tiirkiye Bilimsel ve Teknolojik Arastirma Kurumu (TUBITAK)
tarafindan 1001 Bilimsel ve Teknolojik Arastirma Projelerini Destekleme Programi
kapsaminda 121K287 Numarali Proje olarak desteklenmistir. Bu vesileyle, Proje’ye verdigi
destekten &tiirii TUBITAK ’a tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

ABD’de, Avrupa’da ve diinyanin geri kalaninda evsizlik olgusunun 1980’lerden
baslayan yiikselisi, dogaldir ki evsizlik aragtirmalarinin da artmasina sebep olmustur.
Evsizlere saglanan hizmetlerin ¢esitlenmesi ve bu alandaki kalici ¢6ziim denemelerinin
artmasiyla, 1990’larin sonundan itibaren, 6zellikle Amerika’da “evsizlikten kurtulma”
fenomenine odaklanan arastirmalar da yapilmaya baglanmistir. Evsizligin kaynak ve
sebeplerini, evsizlerin yasadiklar1 sorunlari ve bunlarla basa ¢ikmak i¢in gelistirdikleri
“taktik”’leri anlamak kadar, yeniden toplumsal hayata donmelerini saglamak da giderek
Oonemsenen bir konu halini almistir.
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Tiirkiye’de “evsizlikten kurtulma”ya odaklanan arastirmalar olduke¢a sinirhidir ve
konu genellikle evsizlige dair ¢alismalarin i¢inde kisa boliimler halinde ele alinmaktadir.
Buna karsin, ABD’de “eski evsizler” lizerine bagimsiz makale, tez ve kitaplar gibi
cok sayida ¢alisma bulunmaktadir. Amerika ve Ingiltere’de 1990’lardan itibaren
evsizlik literatiirlindeki artig, “evsizlikten kurtulma”ya ayrilan baslik ve béliimlerin
de genislemesine yol agmistir. Erken donem caligmalarda “evsizlikten kurtulma”
genellikle bir kitap boliimii olarak ele alinmistir. Ornegin, Snow ve Anderson’n (1993)
“evsizlik kariyerleri” (homeless careers) kavrami ile Fitzpatrick’in (2002) “evsizlik
patikalar1” (pathways) yaklasimi bu tema ile iliskilidir. Ravenhill (2008) ise “evsizlikten
kurtulma gilizergahlari™na (exit routes from homelessness) evsizlikle ilgili kitabinda
bu konuyu bir boliim boyunca iglemistir.

Ravenhill’e (2008, s. 183) gore evsizlikten kurtulmaya giden yolculuk ilk adimla,
bir bagka deyisle, evsizin bu yonde bir karar almasiyla baglar. Ancak sokakta gegen
siire uzadik¢a, bu kararin alinmasi zorlasir. Evsizlikten ¢ikis siirecini baslatan dort
temel katalizor vardir: (i) dibe vurma (yasam kosullarinin dayanilmaz bir hale geldigini
ve artik tek ¢ikis yolunun yukar1 yonelmek oldugunu diistinmek), (ii) bikma (mevcut
yasam tarzinin siirdiiriilemez oldugunu fark ederek daha dengeli bir yasam arayisina
girme), (iii) ani sok veya travma yasama (evsiz lizerinde derin etkiler birakarak
evsizlikten kurtulma ihtiyacini tetikleyen saldiri, 6liim veya benzeri olaylar) ve (iv)
umursanma (birinin kendisini énemsedigini fark etmek). Ozellikle umursanmak,
evsizin 6zdeger duygusunu ve insanlarla giiven iligkisini yeniden inga etmesi agisindan
0zel bir 6neme sahiptir. Evsizlerin sik¢a yasadig: gliven kayb1 ve ihanete ugrama
deneyimleri kargisinda giiven, sosyal sermayenin temel bir unsuru olarak, bireyin
yagamindaki destek sistemleriyle dogrudan baglantilidir ve kritik bir rol oynar
(Ravenhill, 2008, s. 186).

2010’larla birlikte, “evsizlikten kurtulma” konusunda bagimsiz tez ve kitap
calismalarinin ortaya ¢iktig1 goriilmektedir. Morgan’in (2011) “Escaping from
Homelessness” baslikli doktora tezi, ingiltere’deki bes eski evsizin hikayesini yakindan
analiz ederken, Marr’in (2015) Better Must Come: Exiting Homelessness in Two Global
Cities kitab1 Los Angeles ve Tokyo’daki evsizlikten kurtulma siireglerini ele almistir.
Wagner’in (2018) No Longer Homeless: How the Ex-Homeless Get off and Stay off
the Streets baglikl1 eseri ise ABD’de bu konuya odaklanan ilk bagimsiz sosyolojik
caligmadir ve “destekleyici topluluk”, “sosyal sermaye” ve giiven gibi fenomenlerin
evsizlikten kurtulmadaki roliinii eski evsizlerin deneyimleri {izerinden tartigmaktadir.

Adkok

“Evsizlikten Kurtulmaya Giden Yollar1t A¢mak” basligini tasiyan bu 6zel sayiya,
hem bu alanda simdiye kadar olugmus literatiiriin degerlendirilmesi, hem de yeni
arastirmalar yapilmasi i¢in ihtiyag duyulmustur. Bu ¢ercevede 6zellikle evsizlerin
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iliskilerinin (sokakta kalan evsizler arasindaki iliskiler, hiyerarsi, gruplasmalar, hizmet
saglayicilarla ve mahalli aktorlerle iliskiler), evsizlerin belli bagh 6zellik ve pratik
durumlarinin (evsizlerin duygusal durumlari, giinliik rutinleri, 6zbakim faaliyetleri,
gelecege bakislari, sokak hayvanlariyla iligkileri vb.), barinma evindeki ortam ve
sartlarin (gilinliik rutinler, rehabilitasyonu destekleyici siirecler, is bulma, ev bulma,
evsizler arasi iligkiler ve dayanisma oriintiileri, mahalleyle iliskileri ve mahalli
aktorlerin evsizlere yaklagimi...) evsizlikten kurtulmaya olumlu ve olumsuz etkilerine
odaklanilmasi planlanmigtir. Sosyal hizmet disiplininin alanina yaklasan bir bagka
Obeklesmede, evsizlikten kurtulma siireglerinde akran desteginin ve “eski evsiz”lerin
rolii, evsizlerle ¢aligan hizmet saglayicilarin goniillii emek kullanimi, goniillii yetistirme
stirecleri ve evsizlikten kurtulmaya katkisi, evsizlerle calisan sosyal ¢alismacilarin,
psikolog, rehber ve danigmanlarin yasadigi mesleki zorluklar, tecriibe kazanma ve
stipervizyon alma siiregleri yer alir.

Evsizlikten kurtulma siireglerine yakindan bakildiginda, fiziksel/psikolojik saglik
kazanma ve bagimliliktan kurtulma siireclerine (ikna, refakat, tedavi, bakim) dahil
olmalarimi zorlastiran ve kolaylastiran etkenlerin anlasilmasi 6nem tagimaktadir.
Evsizlikten kurtulmay1 kolaylastirict olarak istihdam destegi ve evsizlerin meslek
edinme ve ise girme siireglerinde yasanan zorluklar ve kolaylastirict faktorler, yemek
dagitimi, temel ihtiyaclar alaninda destek, refakat, memlekete gonderme, aileyle
bulusturma, psiko-sosyal destek, arabuluculuk hizmetlerinin bu siirecteki rolii de
incelenmeyi hak etmektedir. Evsizlere yonelik gelistirilen farkli hizmet bigimleri,
sokak sosyal ¢aligmast, evsiz barinma evi, evsiz lokali (glindiiz lokali, day center) gibi
uygulamalarin ve yenilik¢i modellerin evsizlikten kurtulma etkililigi agisindan
degerlendirilmesi de konunun énemli bir boyutunu olusturmaktadir. Sosyal politika
baglaminda su soru da listeye eklenmektedir: Bu uygulamalar1 hayata gecirecek
aktorlerin yerel mi merkezi mi, kamusal m1 sivil mi olmalidir? Hangi faaliyetleri hangi
aktorlerin gergeklestirmesi, evsizlikten kurtulma/kurtarma verimliligini artirma
acisindan daha uygundur?

Evsizlikten kurtulmanin kaliciliginin saglanmasi da konunun bir bagka boyutudur.
Yas, egitim, kalifikasyon, hiikiimli olup olmama, bor¢lu olup olmama gibi sosyo-
demografik degiskenler tekrar sokaga diisme riskini &ngérmek agisindan yol gosterici
olabilmektedir. Evsizler eve yerlesme, sosyallesme, sosyal iliskileri ve biitgelerini
yonetme, ise girme, is ortamina uyum, evlenme, evlilik hayatina uyum, bos zaman
yonetimi gibi konularda zorluk yagayabilmektedir. Bu sebeple, evsizlikten kurtulma
siirecinin tikandigi noktalar ve kolaylastirict faktorler iizerinde durulmas: da
gerekmektedir. Bir bagka deyisle, evsizlikten kurtulma sonrasi siirecte yeniden evsiz
kalma olgusu, evsizlikten ¢ikis ve evsizlige yeniden doniisle ilgili riskler ve destekleyici
faaliyetler/unsurlar, ve tabii bunlarin yani sira “evsizlikten kurtulma” basari hikayeleri
de bir aragtirma alani olarak dne ¢ikmaktadir.
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sk

Bu cercevede gelen gesitli katkilara yer veren “Evsizlikten Kurtulmaya Giden Yollari
Ag¢mak” dosyasi 6zel saymin temelini teskil ediyor. Dosyada bir sOylesinin yani1 sira
on licii arastirma makalesi, biri teorik makale, li¢ii de degerlendirme makalesi tiiriinde
olmak {izere toplam on yedi makale yer aliyor. Bu makalelerin ii¢ii Ingilizce, geri kalan
on biri ise Tiirk¢e kaleme alinmis. Makaleler dergide her ne kadar tiirlerine gore
siralansa da, “Evsizlikten Kurtulma: Engeller, Eski Evsizler, Barinma Evleri ve
Camiler”, “Afet, Konut Sorunu ve Gizli Evsizlik” ve “Teori, Pratik ve Soylem” olmak
iizere li¢ konu etrafinda 6bekleniyor. Dosya dis1 makaleler ise {i¢ arastirma makalesi,
bir degerlendirme makalesi olmak {izere toplam dort makaleden olusuyor.

Evsizlik dosyasi, Tiirkiye’de evsizlikle miicadelede 6nemli bir deneyimi hayata
geciren Ali Kamil Basar ile 6zel say1 editorii Mehmet Ali Akyurt tarafindan yapilan
sOylesiyle agiliyor. “Evsizlerin kaymakami” ve “sivil kaymakam” olarak anilan Basar,
2003-2006 yillart arasinda Beyoglu Kaymakamligr doneminde Tiirkiye’de merkezi
yonetimin tasra teskilatina bagh ilk ve tek “evsiz barinma evi” olan Beyoglu
Kaymakamlig1 Evsizler Evi’ni hayata geciren isimdir. Bu evin kurucusu, yiriitiiclisii
ve goniilliisii olan Basar, kamu-sivil toplum igbirligi alanindaki 6ncii calismalariyla
taninmaktadir. Soylesi, Tiirkiye’de evsizlik tarihine gegmis ancak devami veya benzeri
hayata gecirilememis bu énemli girisim iizerine odaklanmaktadir. Basar, barinma
evinin, sokakta kalan ve temel ihtiyaclarini karsilayamayan herkes i¢in kapilarini agik
tuttugunu vurgulamakta ve evsiz bireyler arasinda giiglii bir dayanigma / yardimlagma
ortami sagladigini belirtmektedir. Bagar’a gore bir kaymakamin, gérev yaptigi ilgedeki
toplumsal ihtiyaglar1 karsilamak adina yetki ve sorumluluklari son derece genis
oldugundan, evsizligin yogun oldugu bir ilcede gorev yapiyorsa evsiz barinma evi
agmasinin garip karsilanmamasi gerekir. Ote yandan belediyelerin kaynak ve imkanlari
daha genis oldugundan daha fazla evsizler evi ag¢ilmasi1 yoniindeki ihtiyaci bizzat
kargilamak ve sivil toplum kuruluglarini bu konuda desteklemek de belediyelere diiser.
Basar ayrica evsizlikle ilgili arastirmalarin yalnizca teoride kalmamasi ve duyarli
yoneticiler tarafindan uygulamaya doniistiiriillmesi gerektigini de dile getirmektedir.

Ozel sayinin odagiyla en yakindan ilgili olan, “evsizlikten kurtulma” konusunu
inceleyen makalelerde evsizlikten kurtulmanin 6niindeki engellerin yani sira potansiyeller
de giindeme gelmektedir. Evsizleri evsizlikten kurtarma yolunda “eski evsizler”in hizmet
saglayict olarak istihdam edilmesinin nasil sonuglar dogurabilecegi, farkli barima
evlerinin 6zellikleri ve bunlarin “evsizlikten kurtulma” agisindan farklilagan degerleri,
bir “barinma evi” mekan1 olarak caminin, bir hizmet saglayici olarak da imamin bu
stirecte nasil bir rolii olabilecegi gibi konular bu bolimde incelenen konular arasinda.

“Evsizlikten kurtulma”ya odaklanan ilk makale Hirvatistan’in iki biiylik sehrinde,
Zagreb ve Split’te evsizligi deneyimleyen geng insanlarin yani sira hizmet saglayicilarla
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yapilan saha ¢alismasina dayanmaktadir. Saha 2019-2023 yillar1 arasinda evsiz
lokallerinde, evsiz barinma evlerinde, sosyal yardim caligmalar: sirasinda, tren ve
otobiis istasyonlarinda, pazarda, meydanlarda, terk edilmis binalarda, parklarda,
kafelerde vb. yasayan evsizlerle yapilmistir. Sorumlu yazar Lynette Siki¢ Mi¢anovié,
“Exploring Homelessness and Pathways to Social Inclusion: A Comparative Study of
Contexts and Challenges in Swiss and Croatian Cities” (Evsizligi ve Sosyal Icerme
Yollarin1 Kesfetmek: Isvigre ve Hirvatistan Sehirlerindeki Baglamlar ve Zorluklar
Uzerine Karsilastirmali Bir Calisma) baslikl1 projenin Hirvatistan ayagini yiiriitmiistiir.
Caligmasinin temel amaci, genglerin sosyal dislanma bi¢imlerini ve evsizlikten
kurtulma girisimlerinde ne gibi zorluklarla karsilastiklarini derinlemesine anlamaktur.
Bu nitel ¢aligmada katilimci goézlem, saha notlari, biyografik goriismeler ve refakat
goriigmeleri gibi yontemlerin bir kombinasyonu kullanilmigtir. Makalede evsizlikten
kurtulmanin 6niindeki, 1) yapisal, ii) sosyo-kiiltiirel baglamlarla ilgili ve iii) igsel
engeller miilakat alintilarindan yararlanilarak 6rneklendirilmektedir.

Tkinci makale “evsizlikten kurtulma”ya, “eski evsizler”in bu yondeki sosyal calisma
faaliyetlerinde iistlendikleri islevler agisindan yaklasiyor. Makalenin yazari, doktora
tezini “sokak sosyal ¢aligmas1” lizerine (H. Karaman, 2024) yazan Hakan Karaman.
Makale Amerika, Los Angeles’ta evsizlikle miicadelede sik¢a bagvurulan ve ise yarayan
bir stratejiye egiliyor; bu alanda “eski evsiz”lerin, evsizlikle miicadele yolunda bir
kaynak olarak nasil degerlendirilebilecegini arastiriyor. Evsizlik alaninda goniillii veya
profesyonel olarak ¢alisan 11 katilimci ile yapilan derinlemesine goriismelere dayanan
nitel caligmada, sokak yasamini iyi tantyan eski evsizlerin, rehberlik, motivasyon
saglama, etkili iletisim ve giiven olusturma gibi kritik roller iistlenebilecegi ortaya
konmustur. Bununla birlikte, bu siirecin eski evsizler agisindan travma riskleri ve
olumsuz davranislar dogurabilecegi de vurgulanmaktadir. Bu baglamda, eski evsizlerin
yalnizca barinma ile degil, psiko-sosyal iyilesme siirecleriyle desteklenmesi ve saha
oncesinde psikolojik saglamlik ve kriz yonetimi gibi becerilerle donatilmasi
onerilmektedir. Ayrica, danigsmanlik ve farkindalik calismalarinda yer alabilecekleri
ifade edilmektedir. Calisma, eski evsizligin getirdigi dogal tecriibeyi, dikkatle yonetilen
bir ¢ergevede degerlendirmenin, evsizlikle miicadeleye 6zgiin katkilar saglayabilecegini
savunmaktadir.

Dosya barinma evleri iizerine iki makaleyle devam ediyor. Doktora tezi Bursa’da
evsizlik tizerine (Gtirel, 2023) olan Musa Giirel’in makalesi, Tiirkiye’de evsiz bireylere
yonelik sosyal politika ve hizmet modellerinin gelistirilmesinde barinma evi
hizmetlerinin roliinii incelemektedir. Bursa’daki bir erkek barinma evinde
gerceklestirilen ¢aligsmada, evsiz bireylerin bu hizmetlere yonelme nedenleri ve barinma
evlerinin kisa vadeli gecis destegi saglama potansiyeli ele alinmistir. Arastirma Bursa
il merkezinde belediye tarafindan isletilen erkek barinma evinde kalan 16 evsiz birey
ve 5 barimma evi ¢alisantyla yar1 yapilandirilmig nitel gériismelere dayanmaktadir.
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Arastirmada, bagimliliklardan kurtulma arzusu, giivenli bir ortam arayisi ve temel
ihtiyaglarin karsilanmasi gibi faktdrlerin barinma evine bagvuruda etkili oldugu ortaya
konmaktadir. Ancak, evsizlikle miicadelede kalic1 ¢oziimler i¢in mesleki egitim,
psikolojik destek ve bagimlilik tedavisi gibi daha kapsamli ve siirdiiriilebilir hizmetlerin
gerekliligi vurgulanmalidir. Bu baglamda, barinma evi hizmetlerinin farkli ihtiyag
gruplarina yonelik 6zel programlarla gii¢lendirilmesi dnerilmektedir.

Evsizlik ilizerine bes doktora tezinden birini yazan Cengizhan Aynaci’nin, Yusuf
Geng danmismanligindaki ilgili tezinden (2024) tirettigi makale de bu kez Kocaeli’de,
yine belediye tarafindan isletilen erkek evsiz barinma evleri ve evsiz lokallerine
odaklanmakta, evsizlikle miicadelede barinma evi deneyimlerinin 6nemini
arastirmaktadir. Nitel yontemle yapilan ¢aligmada, evsizlerin barinma evlerine erigim
yollar1, karsilastiklar1 zorluklar ve hizmetlerden beklentileri ii¢ ana tema altinda
incelenmistir. Evsizler, barinma evlerine kisisel bagvuru, ¢evresel aktorler veya
giivenlik ekipleri araciligiyla yonlendirilirken; kurallar, personel tutumu ve erigim
sorunlar1 gibi zorluklarla karsilagtiklari tespit edilmistir. Psiko-sosyal destek, saglik
birimleri ve sosyal etkinlikler gibi beklentiler 6ne ¢ikmistir. Calisma, barima evlerinde
manevi temelli bir sosyal hizmet anlayisinin benimsenmesi ve hizmetlerin evsizlerin
ihtiyaglarina daha uygun hale getirilmesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir.

Barmmma evleri iizerine bu iki makaleyi takip eden iki makale bir barinma mekani
ve sosyal ¢evre olarak camilerin, hizmet saglayici olarak imamlarin evsizlikten
kurtulmada nasil bir rol iistlenebileceklerini ampirik zeminden hareketle tartisiyor. Bu
iki makaleden ilki, bizzat sahada evsizlere yonelik hizmet {ireten Ashane olusumunun
yiiriitiiciisii olan ve daha once yiiksek lisans tezinde (M. F. Karaman, 2019) “sosyal
dislanma” baglaminda Istanbul’da evsizligi ele alan Mustafa Fazil Karaman’a ait.
Evsizlik alanindaki hizmetlere “hayirseverlik” agisindan bakan ve ikinciye gore daha
genel bir goriiniim arz eden bu makale, Tiirk-Islam kiiltiiriindeki hayirseverlik
geleneginin bir pargast olarak camilerin, evsizlikle miicadeledeki rollerini inceliyor.
Makalede istanbul’un dért farkl ilgesinde bulunan dort camide evsizlere yonelik
yilriitiilen faaliyetler, sosyal igerme ve psiko-sosyal destek islevleri baglaminda ele
alinmigtir. Calisma, camilerin evsiz bireylerin tehlikelerden korunmasi, topluma
yeniden kazandirilmasi ve evsizlik sorununa ¢ézliim iiretme potansiyellerini analiz
etmektedir. Aragtirmanin sonucunda, camilerin sosyal hayat1 diizenleyici 6zellikleriyle,
hayirseverlik geleneginin bu mekanlar araciligiyla aktif bir giic haline gelmesinin
evsizlikle miicadelede 6nemli bir katki saglayabilecegi vurgulanmaktadir.

Diizce Universitesi Sosyoloji Béliimii’nden Sevket Ercan Kizilay’a ait ikinci makale
ise camiler ve evsizlik kesisiminde tek bir 6rnege daha yakindan bakiyor. Bu makale,
Eyiipsultan’daki Hz. Kaab Camii’nde yiiriitiilen sosyal hizmet ¢alismalarini ve Insana
Dokunma Merkezi’nin evsiz bireylerin rehabilitasyonundaki roliinii ele aliyor. Cami
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biinyesinde kurulan bu merkez, barinma, gida, temizlik, psikososyal destek ve mesleki
rehabilitasyon hizmetleriyle evsiz bireylerin temel ihtiyaglarini karsilamakta ve topluma
yeniden kazandirilmalarini hedeflemektedir. Goniilliiliik esasina dayali ve sivil
inisiyatifle yiiriitiilen bu program, inan¢ temelli sosyal hizmet anlayisinin modern
gereksinimlere uyarlanmis bir 6rnegi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Makaleye gore
Insana Dokunma Merkezi’nin ¢ok sayida evsiz bireyin topluma entegrasyonundaki
basarisi, camilerin bu alandaki potansiyel katkilarini1 gostermektedir.

Evsizlikten kurtulmaya odaklanan son makale ise Giiney Afrika’daki, 6zel olarak
da Tshwane sehrindeki evsizlik tecriibesine 11k tutuyor. Arastirmadaki sehir segimi,
Giiney Afrika Istatistik Ajansi (StatsSA) verilerine gore, Tshwane’deki evsiz niifus
2010-2022 yillar1 arasinda %60°’tan fazla artarak 10.029’a ulasmis olmasina, bu niifusun
9%29,9’unu kadinlarin olusturmasina ve iilke genelinde evsiz niifusun en yogun oldugu
sehir olmasina dayaniyor. Yazar Newman Tekwa’nin i¢inde oldugu arastirma ekibi
Tshwane’de 2015 yilindan bu yana “Pathways out of Homelessness” (Evsizlikten
Kurtulma Yollar1) baslikli uzun erimli bir proje yiiriitiiyor. 2024 yilinda 10. yilim
kutlayan proje kamu, akademik kurumlar ve sivil toplum kuruluslarinin is birligiyle
yiritiiliiyor. Baghigindan da anlasilacagi gibi, proje evsizlikten ¢ikis yollarii bulmay1
hedeflerken makale, projenin elestirisini yapmayi ve tikandigi noktalar1 ortaya koymay1
amacliyor. Sehirdeki evsizlik sorununun neden ¢ozililemedigine dair bir agiklama
getirmeye c¢alisan bu elestiriler projenin yalnizca “sokak” evsizligine odaklanmasi ve
cinsiyete dayali evsizlik dinamiklerini yeterince dikkate almamasi olmak iizere iki
noktaya odaklantyor.

Hiiseyin Tagli imzasini tagiyan aragtirma makalesi Tiirkiye’de simdiye kadar ele
alinmayan bir konuya “afet sonrasi evsizligi”ne odaklaniyor. Makalede, dogal afetlerin
evsizlik tizerindeki etkileri 6 Subat 2023 Depremi ve Malatya 6rnegi lizerinden ele
alintyor. Depremden sonra ortaya ¢ikan gegici evsizler ile depremden 6nce evsiz kalmig
olan kronik evsizlerin yasam kosullarini karsilastiran ¢alisma, bu iki grubun evsiz
kalma nedenleri, demografik 6zellikleri, ihtiyaglari ve sosyal iligkileri gibi agilardan
farkliliklarini ortaya koymaktadir. Deprem sonrasi barinma imkani bulamayan bazi
bireylerin toplu bir cadirda yasamaya devam ettigi siire¢, gecici evsizligin 6rnegi olarak
incelenmis ve bu durumun yapisal nedenleri irdelenmistir. Calisma, afet sonrasi
evsizlikle miicadelede kapsamli sosyal politika ve barinma stratejilerinin gerekliligini
vurgulamaktadir.

Izmir Yiiksek Teknoloji Enstitiisii Genel Kiiltiir Dersleri Boliimii’nden Ozan Ustuk’a
ait makale Roman ¢ocuklar, egitime devam ve konut kalitesi kesisiminde, ihmal edilmis
bir arastirma alanina ¢agri niteligi tasiyor. Tiirkiye’deki Roman ¢ocuklar arasinda
erken okul terkinin azaltilmasina yonelik uygulamali bir aragtirmaya dayanan makale,
egitimdeki esitsizliklerin, barinma giivencesizligi ile dogrudan baglantili oldugunu
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ortaya koymaktadir. Ilkokul ve okul dncesi dgretmenlerin yani sira Roman topluluklarla
calisan goniillii tiniversite 6grencilerinin perspektiflerinden hareketle, barinma
istikrarsizliginin egitimde siirekliligi nasil bozdugu ve akademik basariy1 nasil
engelledigi incelenmistir. Bulgular, barinma sorunlarinin egitim iizerindeki etkisinin
genellikle egitimciler tarafindan goz ard1 edildigini vurgulamakta ve yapisal barinma
problemlerine dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Makale, Roman 6grenciler arasindaki egitim
esitsizliklerini ele alirken, barinma giivenligi gibi temel sorunlari da igeren biitiinciil,
toplum temelli miidahalelerin gerekliligini savunmaktadir.

Sener Kaya’nin Amsterdam’1 “akilli kent” baglaminda ele aldigi doktora tezi
kapsaminda yaptig1 saha ¢aligmasinin bir yan {irlinii niteligindeki makale, uluslararasi
g6¢ ve gizli evsizlik kesigiminde yer aliyor. Adem Sagir ile birlikte kaleme aldiklar
makalede Amsterdam’daki bekar odalarinda yasayan Tiirk gogmenlerin giindelik hayat
deneyimleri ve sosyal iligkileri, gizli evsizlik baglaminda inceleniyor. Bekar odalari,
bu bireyler i¢in sinirl da olsa ger¢ek kimliklerini yansitabildikleri bir alan saglarken,
kamusal alanda gosterdikleri performanslar genellikle “golgede kalmislik™ hissiyle
sekillenmektedir. Calisma, bekar odalarinda yasayanlarin sosyal iligkilerinin insasina
odaklanirken, bu yasam alanlariin gizli evsizlikle iliskisini de ele almaktadir. Nitel
arastirma yontemine dayanan ¢alisma, katilimcilarin “bekar odalarini” birer “turist
evi” olarak tanimlamalarina ve dil engeli ile yasal statii eksikliginin yarattig1 zorluklara
dikkat cekmektedir. Bu yoniiyle, Amsterdam’da farkli bir kiiltiirde var olma miicadelesi

veren bireylerin sosyal diglanma deneyimlerini anlamaya katki sunmaktadir.

Burak Acar imzasini tasiyan aragtirma makalesi, evsizlerin kurumsal hizmet
saglayicilarla olan etkilesimlerini ve bu hizmetlerin evsizlerin ihtiyaglarini ne kadar
kargiladigin1 dogrudan yararlanicilarin gdziinden degerlendirmektedir. Istanbul’un
Fatih ve Beyoglu bolgelerinde 13 evsizle gerceklestirilen derinlemesine goriismelerle,
evsizlerin deneyimleri ve algilari {izerine yapilan arastirma, kurumsal hizmetlerin
cesitliligini, yeterliligini, hizmet saglayicilarin tutumlarini ve evsizlerin bu hizmetlerden
beklentilerini incelemistir. Bulgular, evsizlerin giinliik ihtiya¢larii genellikle sivil
toplum kuruluslart araciligryla karsiladigini, kamu hizmetlerinin nicelik ve nitelik
acisindan sinirl oldugunu gostermektedir. Evsizler, kalict konut ve siirekli istihdam
gibi daha siirdiiriilebilir ¢oziimler beklemekte ve mevcut hizmetlerin gegici niteliginden
memnuniyetsizlik duymaktadir. Calisma, evsizlerin sosyal yardimlara erismede
yasadiklar1 zorluklar1 ve kamu hizmetlerinin sinirliligini, evsizlerin goziinden ortaya
koymaktadir.

Sonraki arastirma makalesi, evsizlere yonelik faaliyet yiiriiten bir sivil toplum
kurulusunda uzun yillar aktif rol alan ve bu siire zarfinda evsizlerin ihtiyaglarinin
tespiti, hizmetlere erismelerinin saglanmasi, evsizlere yonelik faaliyetlerin takibi,
koordinesi gibi sorumluluklar iistlenen Halenur Demir’in Uskiidar Universitesi insan

357



iSTANBUL UNiVERSITESi SOSYOLOJi DERGiSi

ve Toplum Bilimleri Fakiiltesi Sosyoloji Béliimii’'nde hazirladigi lisans bitirme tezine
dayaniyor. Sokakta yasayan evsiz bireylerin topluma adapte olma siireglerini ve yasam
algilarmi anlamay1 hedefleyen makale Istanbulun Beyoglu ilgesinde gergeklestirilen
derinlemesine goriismelerle, evsizlerin toplumsal hayata katilim seviyeleri, sosyal
hizmetlere erisimleri ve karsilastiklar1 engeller incelenmistir. Elde edilen bulgulardan,
evsizlerin sosyal iliskilerde secici davranmay1 ve yalnizligi tercih etmelerinin,
yasadiklar1 kiiskiinliikler ve toplumsal dislanmadan kaynaklandigi, bir baska deyisle
bunlarla miicadele ederken gelistirdikleri bir ¢6ziim yolu oldugu anlasilmaktadir.
Bulgular arasinda yer bulan bir baska husus da, kurulan iligkilerin temel ekseninin
yardimlagsma oldugudur. Arastirma, evsizlerin yasam kosullarini, 6zellikle de iliski
kurma mantiklarin1 anlamamiza katk: saglayarak, sosyal hizmetlerin evsizlerin
ihtiyaglarina nasil daha uygun hale getirilebilecegine dair ipuglar1 sunmaktadir.

Evsizlige dair 6nemli bir ¢aligma alan1 da toplumun evsizlere bakisinin tespit
edilmesidir. Nitekim Esra Colakoglu’nun Istanbul Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii
Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Anabilim Dali’nda Ali Kaya danismanliginda
tamamladig1 yiiksek lisans tezine dayanan arastirma makalesi de, Tiirkiye’de evsizlik
sorununa yonelik yaygin toplumsal sdylemlerin yani sira bu sdylemlerin evsizlikle
miicadeledeki olumlu ve olumsuz etkilerini ele almaktadir. Buna gore Tiirkiye’de evsizlik
genellikle bireysel bir sorun olarak algilanmakta, yoksulluk, go¢ ve issizlik gibi yapisal
faktorler goz ardi edilmektedir. Bu durum, evsizlere yonelik sosyal hizmet ve politikalarin
eksikligine yol agmakta ve toplumsal sorumlulugun ihmal edilmesine neden olmaktadir.
Elestirel sdylem analizi kullanilarak yapilan bu arastirma, evsizlikle ilgili —kisisellestiren,
duygusal, kriminalize eden, nesnelestiren ve normallestiren— bes ana sylem tamimlamakta,
evsizlerin marjinallesmesini pekistiren sdylem kaliplarini ortaya koymaktadir.

Dosya dis1 arastirma makalelerinin ilki Eskisehir Anadolu Universitesi Sosyoloji
Bolimii’'nden Temmuz Gong Savran’a ait. Afetlere iliskin toplumsal yaklagimlari
elestirel bir sosyoloji perspektifinden inceleyen bu makale, dogal afet kavraminin
kullanimiyla ortaya ¢ikabilecek riskleri ve kavram karmasasini tartisiyor. Afetlerin
sadece dogal bir olgu olarak ele alinmasinin, insanin dogayla miicadele i¢ginde oldugu
ve bu miicadelede basarisizliga mahkim oldugu algisini pekistirdigi vurgulaniyor. Bu
yaklasim, afet politikalarinin ve yasalarinin belirli gruplarin ¢ikarlarini koruyup
digerlerini gormezden gelmesine neden olabilecek bir zemin yaratiyor. Calisma,
kullanilan kavramlarin sdylemsel insas1 tizerinden, toplumsal dinamiklerin nasil
sekillendigini gostererek, afet tanimlamalarinda “dogal afet” kavramina elestirel bir
yaklagim gelistirilmesi gerektigini dne siiriiyor. Bu baglamda, okuyucuyu afetler
karsisinda toplumsal sorumluluk ve adalet anlayisini yeniden diisiinmeye cagiriyor.

Dosya dis1 arastirma makalelerinin ikincisi Gozde Aykut ile Mehmet Karakas’in
imzasin1 ve “Sosyal Intihar: Performans Oznesinin Sosyal Evrimi” bashigini tastyor.
Makale, Byung-Chul Han’1in performans
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kavramsallagtirmasini esas almakta, bu kavramin ortaya ¢ikiginda etkili olan toplumsal
dinamikleri ve eksiklikleri analiz etmektedir. Makale, performans 6znesini sekillendiren
“oteki”, “olumsuz” ve “eros” gibi temel durumlarin kaybini tartisarak, Han’1n teorik
gercevesine elestirel bir katki sunar. Caligmanin merkezinde yer alan “sosyal intihar”
kavramsallastirmasi ise, neoliberal sistemin dayattig1 performans normlarina direng
gosteren bireyleri anlamak ve tanimlamak igin yeni bir bakis acis1 gelistirmektedir.
Performans 6znesinin digina tasan bu bireylerin, sosyal yalnizlik ve izolasyon gibi
kavramlarla iliskisi karsilastirmali bir sekilde ele alinarak, hem Han’in yaklagiminin
eksik yonleri tamamlanmakta hem de alternatif bir perspektif sunulmaktadir. Makale,
bugiinkii toplumsal yapida bireyin konumuna yonelik yeni ve elestirel bir kavrayis
gelistirmeye katki saglamaktadir.

Dosya disinda yer alan ti¢lincii arastirma makalesi ise, Onur Bali, Nesip Demirbilek
ve Hasan Demirtas tarafindan kaleme alinmistir. Makale iiniversite dgrencilerinin
o0grenim gordiikleri tiniversitelere yonelik sosyal adalet algilarini 6lgmeye yonelik
gecerli ve giivenilir bir 6lgme arac1 gelistirmeyi hedeflemektedir. Bingdl Universitesi
ogrencilerinden elde edilen genis bir veri setine dayanan arastirma, agcimlayici ve
dogrulayici faktor analizleri ile dlgegin ti¢ boyutlu bir yapiya sahip oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir: esitlik, adalet ve destekleme. Olgegin yiiksek diizeyde i¢ tutarhilik
gosteren giivenilirlik katsayilari, tiniversitelerde sosyal adalet algisini degerlendirmek
icin giiclii bir metodolojik temel sunmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, yiiksekogretimde sosyal
adalet kavraminin dl¢iilebilir hale getirilmesine ve politika gelistirme siire¢lerine katki
saglamaktadir.

Evsizlik lizerine ilk doktora tezinin sahibi Yiiksel Bekaroglu-Dogan (2018) imzasini
tastyan teorik makale, kentin sokak ve park gibi kamusal alanlarinda yasayan, evsiz
ve madde bagimlis1 gibi toplumdan diglanmis gruplara yonelik bir sosyal hizmet
miidahalesi tipini ifade eden “sokak sosyal hizmeti”’nin neoliberal uygulamalar
karsisinda gecirdigi donlislimii tartisiyor. Hizmet saglayicinin kamusal kentsel
mekanlarda inisiyatif alarak miiracaat¢ilar aktif bicimde aradigi, diisiik esikli ve
savunucu bir uygulama olan bu hizmet tiirli; ticarilestirme, 6zellestirme ve
giivenliklestirme gibi egilimler karsisinda bir degisim gegiriyor. Bu egilimler sadece
sokakta yasayanlariin giindelik yagamini degistirmiyor, ayn1 zamanda sokak sosyal
hizmetinin yontemi de farklilagtirtyor. Ayni zamanda, bu hizmet tiiriiniin giivenlik
politikalar tarafindan aragsallagtirilmasiyla bazi mesleki etik ¢eligkiler de ortaya
¢ikiyor. Makaleye gore, savunmasiz kisi ve gruplara ulagsmay1 amaglayan bu miidahale
bi¢imi, bir yandan toplumsal esitsizlikleri hafifletme potansiyeli tasirken, diger yandan
denetim ve normatif baskilara yol acabilecek miidahaleleri de igerebilir. Bu baglamda,
“sokak sosyal hizmeti” devletin kamu diizeni ile savunmasiz gruplarin haklarini
savunma misyonu arasinda ¢eliskili bir konumda durmaktadir. Makale bu baglamda
Lefebvre’in “mekanin iiretimi” ve “kent hakki” kavramlarindan hareketle, sokak sosyal
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hizmetinin toplumsal esitsizlikleri azaltma potansiyeli ile normatif baskilara yol
acabilecek miidahaleleri arasindaki gerilimi analiz etmektedir. Calisma, bu baglamda
sokak sosyal hizmetinin kentsel kamusal alandaki roliinii ve daha adil bir kent mekan1
yaratmadaki katkisini elestirel bir yaklagimla degerlendiriyor.

Yine dosyanin bir pargasi olan, Hicran Atatanir imzali “degerlendirme makalesi”,
evsizlik, konut ve sosyal giivenlik kesisiminde yer aliyor. Makale, evsizligi sosyal
giivencesizligin mekansal bir disavurumu ve genisleyen bir toplumsal risk olarak
inceliyor. Konutun, hem bir temel ihtiyag hem de bir sosyal giivenlik araci olarak
Onemini vurgulayan ¢alisma, evsizlik riskine kars1 farkli tilkelerde uygulanan sosyal
giivenlik politikalarini ve konut edindirme yardimlarin1 ortaya koyuyor. Evsizligi
yalnizca bir insan haklar1 meselesi olarak degil, kamu hizmetlerine erisim eksikligiyle
derinlesen bir sosyal giivencesizlik sorunu olarak degerlendiren makalede, Tiirkiye
baglaminda sosyal giivenlik diizeninin iglevselligini artirmaya yonelik oneriler de
sunuluyor.

Meri¢ Kirmizi’nin makalesi de, evsizligi giderek orta siniflarin da daha fazla maruz
kaldig1 konut giivencesizligi sorunu baglaminda ve neoliberal toplumlarda artan
giivencesizlikle iliskilendirerek ele aliyor. Konut giivencesizligini, evsizligin dnciilii
olarak degerlendiren ¢alisma, kapsamli bir literatiir taramasi ve belge analiziyle bu
sorunlarin yapisal kokenlerini inceliyor. Orta siniflarin karsi karsiya kaldigi barinma
tiirleri ve konut paylagimi gibi alternatiflerin avantaj ve elestirilerini tartisan makale
konunun toplumsal altyap1, konut dayanismasi ve ortak yasam pratikleri {izerinden
devlet karsisinda belirli bir pazarlik giicii elde etmis insan topluluklari gibi boyutlarina
dikkat cekiyor. Tiirkiye 6zelinde ise ¢esitli drnek uygulamalar iizerinden konut
glivencesizligini hafifletmeye yonelik oneriler sunarak, bu soruna teorik ve pratik
¢Oziim arayislarina katkida bulunuyor.

Dosyanin son yazisi olan, sosyal hizmet alaninda “evsiz” kavramini igeren makalelere
iligkin bibliyometrik analiz, alandaki arastirma egilimlerini inceliyor. Cengizhan Aynaci
imzasini tagtyan ¢alisma, 1982 yilindan giintimiize kadar yayimlanan ve Web of Science
(WoS) veritabani kullanilarak tespit edilen 2710 makaleyi VOSviewer programini
kullanarak analiz etmektedir. Arastirmanin bulgularina gore ABD, Kanada ve Ingiltere
en fazla yaym yapan ve atif alan iilkelerdir. Ayrica evsizlikle iligkili anahtar kelimeler
arasinda ruh sagligi, konut, geng evsizligi ve yoksulluk éne ¢ikmaktadir. Akademik
aragtirmalarda evsizlige yonelik ilginin yillar i¢indeki degisimini de inceleyen makaleye
gore son yillarda evsizlere yonelik barinma ve konut, egitim ve istihdam, saglik ve
psiko-sosyal destek gibi koruyucu bakim hizmetlerine olan ilginin artmistir.

Say1 dosya dis1 bir makaleyle kapantyor. Istanbul Universitesi Psikoloji Boliimii’nden
Tolga Y1ldiz imzasin1 tasiyan degerlendirme makalesi, egitimin tarihsel gelisimini
sosyokiiltiirel dinamikler ve teknolojik ilerlemelerin etkileri cer¢evesinde ele almaktadir.
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Makaleye gore, egitim ilk donem insan toplumlarinda hayatta kalmak i¢in gerekli olan
topluluk faaliyetlerine dayali organik bir siire¢ olarak basliyor ve zamanla daha
yapilandirilmis bir hale geliyor. Ozellikle Antik Yunan ve Orta Cag donemlerinde ise
sosyal hiyerarsileri pekistiren bir arag olarak kullaniliyor. Sanayi Devrimi ile birlikte,
egitim standartlastirilarak sanayi toplumunun ihtiyaclarina uygun hale getiriliyor ve
disiplin ile uyumu asilayan bir sistem haline geliyor. 20. yiizyilda radyo ve televizyon
egitimi daha erigilebilir kilmak suretiyle geleneksel 6grenme ortamlarinin siirlarini
bulaniklastiriyor. Internet ve dijital teknolojilerse egitimi devrimsel bir sekilde
dondistiirtip 6grenme siireclerini daha etkilesimli ve kisisellestirilmis hale getiriyor.
Yapay zeka ve metaverse gibi yeni teknolojiler, egitimde daha 6zellestirilmis ve
siiriikleyici deneyimler vaat etse de Obiir yandan esitlik, erisilebilirlik ve insanlar
arasindaki baglantinin kaybi1 gibi 6nemli etik ve sosyal sorunlar1 da beraberinde
getiriyor. Bu baglamda makale, teknolojik ilerlemenin, 6grencilerin biitlinciil gelisimini
desteklemesi i¢in, dijital egitim karsisinda dengeli bir yaklasim benimsenmesi
gerektigini hatirlatiyor.

skksk

Evsizlige yol acan yapisal sebepleri ortadan kaldirmak yangini sondiirmeye, evsizleri
toplumsal hayata dondiirmek ise dumani tahliye etmeye benzetilebilir. Bu anlamda,
her ne kadar kendisini biiylik 6l¢lide duman tahliyesiyle sinirlasa bile, Tiirkiye’de
evsizlik arastirmalarina, 6zellikle de ‘evsizlikten kurtulma’ konusuna 6nemli bir katki
niteligi tasiyan bu 6zel sayinin, evsizlik sorunuyla miicadelede birincil sorumluluga
sahip olan kamu aktdrlerinin dikkatini ¢ekmesi umut edilmektedir. Biitiin toplumsal
sorunlar kargisinda oldugu gibi, evsizlik alaninda da tiniversitelerle birlikte, akademi
dis1 aktorlere de dnemli gérevler diisiiyor. Ornegin belediyelerin daha sistematik bir
¢abayla konuya egilmeleri ve konuyu siyaset iistii bir perspektifle, kamu ¢ikari agisindan
yorumlamalari bir zaruret gibi goriiniiyor.

Evsizlikle miicadelede, sahanin inceliklerini kesfetmek ve kilcallarina niifuz
edebilmek i¢in, yerel ve merkezi yonetimlerin iiretecegi kapsamli ve ¢ok yonlii
hizmetler kadar, kendi i¢inde organize ve gii¢lii bir sivil topluma, sistematik ve
sirdiirtilebilir goniilliilitk faaliyetlerine de ihtiya¢ var. Ama kimi zaman evsizlik
sektdriiniin agir maddi ve manevi kiilfeti altinda ezilen sivil toplumu kenara itmeden,
onu denetleyerek desteklemek ve onun on yili agkin siiredir biriktirdigi tecriibeyi
dikkate alarak ihtimamla kendine aktarmak da yine kamuya diisiiyor. Bu da kamunun
onciiliigiinde kamu-sivil igbirligi, devlet-toplum koordinasyonu anlamina geliyor. Bu
anlamda, evsizlikten kurtulmaya giden yollarin her zaman agik kalmasini temin etmek
ve bunu tegvik edecek kurumsal pratiklerle rutinleri liretip personeli yetistirmek de
ancak kamusal aktorlerin inisiyatifiyle basarilabilecek bir is gibi goriiniiyor.

Tiirkiye’de evsizlik alaninda 2002°deki ilk sosyal bilimsel arastirmadan (Isikhan,
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2002) bu yana ¢ok sayida 6nemli arastirma yapildiysa da, hala arastirilacak ¢ok odak,
sahada yapilacak cok is var. Amerika ve Avrupa basta olmak iizere yurtdisi
uygulamalarin1 daha yakindan incelemeye, onlar1 Tiirkiye baglamina nasil
uyarlayabilecegimizi diisiinmeye de daha ¢ok ihtiyacimiz var. Yine de sosyal bilim
arastirmacilari olarak bize diisenin, yeni arastirmalar yapmak kadar, bu arastirmalarin
toplumla bulugmasini saglamak da oldugu unutulmamali. Bu da yapilan arastirmalarin
farkli bigim ve formatlarda, toplumla bulusturulmasi i¢in daha yaratici yollar bulmay1
ve bu konuda miistakil olarak ¢aba harcamay1 gerekli kiliyor. Bir baska deyisle,
evsizlikle ilgili bilimsel arastirmalara dayali bulgu ve analizlerin kamuoyunda bilinir
ve kolayca ulagilir hale getirilmesi de yine biz arastirmacilara diigiiyor. Yaptigimiz
ayrintili arastirmalardan ne gibi sonuglar ¢ikiyor, bunu sade ve anlasilir bir dil ve
formiilasyonla tekrar tekrar ifade etmek, kamuyla paylasmak zorunday1z.
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The first study on homelessness in Tiirkiye is titled “Homeless Human Deaths in Istanbul
between 1991 and 1995 (Altun, 1997). This medical specialization thesis, which lies at
the intersection of forensic medicine and public health, shows that homelessness has been
a social problem in Istanbul for at least 30 years. Although the research was conducted in
the field of health, it reaches important findings about homeless people living on the streets
of Istanbul through 126 homeless deaths (Altun, 1997, p. 39): Homeless deaths are mostly
observed in Beyoglu and Aksaray. The bodies of three fourth of them were found in an
open environment. Most of the homeless people who died were men between the ages of
31 and 50, died in the October-April period, did not carry identity documents, had poor
general body hygiene, one fifth of the deaths were alcohol-related, and respiratory infections,
tuberculosis and pneumonia caused the deaths of many of them.

Since then, homeless people in Tiirkiye have continued to be on the agenda as they
freeze to death on the streets in the cold days of winter. As a matter of fact, “winter
services”, the most consistent public activity for the homeless, is a practice limited to
sheltering the homeless to prevent them from freezing to death and does not have any
rehabilitation dimension. Regardless of how much these services have reduced the
number of homeless deaths, it is certain that homelessness as a social problem has
become both quantitatively widespread and qualitatively deepened and layered in
Tiirkiye. In the intervening time, there have been many social scientific studies on
homelessness. Among these, the first book on homelessness and the first social scientific
research based on qualitative interviews with living homeless people belong to Isikhan
(2002), who is currently the Minister of Labor and Social Security. Within the scope
of the research, 58 homeless people were interviewed in Ankara between 21:00-01:00
in September-November 1995 in places such as terminals, railway stations, ATM
sections of banks, streets and avenues.

In addition to revealing the reasons for homelessness through field data, the study
also develops a shelter proposal. In the model developed, it is stated that the shelter
team should consist of experts such as social workers, psychologists, doctors,
counselors, lawyers, and unemployment counselors. The “first interview phase”, which
is the “critical phase that determines whether we win or lose the homeless person”,
should include four to five informal, supportive interviews that encourage talking and
expressing feelings. “Relationships based on trust in these temporary centers [should]
help the homeless to reside while at the same time ensuring that their basic needs are
met” (Isikhan, 2002, pp. 110-111). In addition, social workers and other professionals
working in Social Services and Child Protection Agency (SHCEK) organizations
should be made mobile and intervene in problem areas “without waiting for the
applicant to apply to gigantic institutions” (Isikhan, 2002, p. 118).
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Nearly 30 years have passed since this research, which was conducted in 1995 in
Ankara. During this time, one translated book on homelessness (Anderson, 2017),
three original books written in Turkish (Cabuk and Atamtiirk, 2023; Erbay, 2013;
Menevis, 2006), two reports (Labor and Justice Platform, 2011a; TBMM Human
Rights Investigation Commission, 2010), five doctoral dissertations (Akyildiz, 2020;
Aynaci, 2024; Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2018; Giirel, 2023; H. Karaman, 2024) and
numerous master’s theses and articles were published. From a city-focused
perspective, information on the state of homelessness was produced in cities such
as Izmir (Cabuk and Atamtiirk, 2023; Ozkan-Kirang, 2020), Bursa (Giirel, 2023),
Izmit (Aynaci, 2024), Antalya (Cabuk and Atamtiirk, 2023; Kaya-Kili¢ and Aslantiirk,
2019) as well as Istanbul (Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2021; Birelma, 2014; Kiiciik, 2014)
and Ankara (Erbay, 2013; Isikhan, 2002; TBMM Human Rights Investigation
Commission, 2010). In total, homelessness research in Tiirkiye have examined the
reasons for homelessness, the problems/difficulties that homeless people are exposed
to on the streets, the survival tactics they have developed in the face of street life
and the suggestions for solutions.

Immediately after Isikhan’s (2002) research on homelessness in Ankara was
published, an “Evsizler Evi” (shelter, literally “House for the Homeless™) was opened
by Istanbul Beyoglu District Governorship. This house, which remained open for 12
months of the year, from October 10, 2003 to January 2007, remained a singular
initiative, an isolated practice. Unfortunately, so far there has not been a second home
opened by central government units such as the Governorship, District Governorship,
Provincial and District Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation (SYDV), Ministry
of Family and Social Services, Provincial Directorate of Family and Social Services,
District Social Service Center. Although there are various public institutions that deal
with people with psychiatric disorders, the elderly, children, addicts and women
subjected to domestic violence, there is still a great need for 12-month open shelters
for homeless men between the ages of 18-60, providing shelter and psycho-social
support services.

Three written parliamentary questions were submitted to the Grand National
Assembly of Tiirkiye (MHP, 2013; BDP, 2014; SP, 2020). In the reply dated 17.07.2020
given by the Ministry of Family, Labor and Social Services to the parliamentary motion
submitted to the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye on 02.03.2020, it is stated that

‘Within the scope of the Homeless Accommodation Project, during cold weather and
winter conditions, homeless, homeless and orphaned people are identified by Social
Assistance and Solidarity Foundations (SYDV) in cooperation with the Provincial
Directorates of our Ministry, and these people are primarily placed in public institution
guesthouses within the provincial borders. If they cannot be placed in public institution
guesthouses, they are accommodated in places such as hostels, hotels, etc. or a place is
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allocated for these people to spend the winter, and the cleaning (bathing, shaving, haircut),
health, basic food, clothing and similar needs of the people staying are met.’

It is understood from this statement that there is no specialized center for the
homeless. It is clear that housing the homeless in gyms or hotels for a few months
does not significantly contribute to rehabilitation or to exiting homelessness. Finding
solutions to the unique characteristics and problems of the homeless seems possible
with shelters that provide specialized services for the homeless and operate year-round.
The inappropriateness of the conditions provided in the ‘winter services’ in Tiirkiye
and the fact that they have nothing to do with the rehabilitation of the homeless is
clearly revealed in the researches (Bekaroglu-Dogan, 2018; Kiigiik, 2014).

Local governments and civil society are trying to fill the big gap left by the central
government in the field of homeless services. Ankara (Ulus Shelter House, opened:
2008, capacity: 50; Diskap1 Shelter, September 2020, 100), Kocaeli (Izmit Kurugcesme
Shelter, November 2017, 82/91; Gebze Shelter and Accommodation Centre, November
2020, 58) Bursa (Men’s Guesthouse, October 2019, 140), Izmir (Miiyesser Turfan
Temporary Men’s Guesthouse, 2019, 60) and Istanbul (Temporary Shelter Centre,
January 2023, 18 men, total 48) municipalities have full-year shelters for male homeless.
The services developed by imams in mosques constitute an intermediate position
between the public and civil sectors, and can perform surprisingly efficiently in terms
of ‘exiting homelessness’ by developing sweet, fatherly, sincere relationships between
the service provider and the homeless and one-to-one follow-up. In the field of civil
society, it is observed that associations such as Sefkat-Der (literally, Compassion
Association) and Erdemliler Dayanismasi Dernegi (Er-Day-Der, literally, Virtuous
Solidarity Association) have opened homeless shelters with limited quotas in Istanbul.
In particular, Sefkat-Der’s ‘House for the Homeless’ in Tophane has been the most
stable shelter, and during the long period between 2007 and 2023 when there was no
public shelter open for 12 months in Istanbul, even public authorities sent the homeless
to it. Each of these shelters has created a unique ‘shelter culture’ since their establishment,
and has included a rehabilitation dimension based largely on peer support, thus
contributing to the ‘recovery from homelessness’ of its residents.

This special issue, which set out to focus on the issue of ‘recovery from homelessness,
was made possible thanks to the fact that the experiments with specific shelters
established in the field, especially for homeless men between the ages of 16-60, yielded
some fruits, albeit limited, in terms of rehabilitation. Although the author of these lines
could not reach the Beyoglu District Governorate Homeless House, which operated
between 2003-2007, he had the opportunity to volunteer at the establishment of Sefkat-
Der Atsushi Miyazaki House for the Homeless in Tophane/Firuzaga (Borazan Street),
which opened on 10 December 2011. This experience gave the author the opportunity
to come across many stories of people who stayed in the homeless shelter and regained
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their self-confidence, learnt a profession and found a job, or returned to their profession
and job, and thus, under the title of ‘recovery from homelessness’, the author came to
the conclusion that enough evidence is slowly accumulating in Tiirkiye to conduct
research on this subject. The author of these lines carried out a 24-month TUBITAK
research project under Istanbul University titled ‘A Qualitative Research on the
Experiences of Formerly Homeless People in Escaping Homelessness: The Case of
Istanbul’. Although this special issue cannot be considered as a direct output of the
aforementioned project, it is clear that without the support of TUBITAK, the project
would not exist, and without the project, this special issue would not exist. Therefore,
this special issue was supported by Scientific and Technological Research Council of
Tiirkiye (TUBITAK) under the Grant Number 121K287, under the 1001 Scientific
and Technological Research Projects Support Program. We would like to thank
TUBITAK for their supports.

The rise of homelessness in the United States of America (USA), Europe and the rest
of the world starting from the 1980s has naturally led to an increase in homelessness
research. With the diversification of services provided to the homeless and the increase
in permanent solution attempts in this field, since the end of the 1990s, especially in the
USA, research focusing on the phenomenon of ‘recovery from homelessness’ has also
begun to be carried out. In addition to understanding the sources and causes of
homelessness, the problems experienced by the homeless and the ‘tactics’ they develop
to cope with them, it has become an important issue to ensure their return to social life.

In Tiirkiye, research focusing on ‘recovery from homelessness’ is quite limited and
the topic is usually dealt with in short chapters within studies on homelessness. On
the other hand, in the USA, there are a large number of independent articles, theses
and books on the ‘formerly homeless’. The increase in the literature on homelessness
in the USA and the UK since the 1990s has led to an expansion of the titles and chapters
devoted to ‘recovery from homelessness’. In early studies, ‘recovery from homelessness’
was generally treated as a book chapter. For example, Snow and Anderson’s (1993)
concept of ‘homeless careers’ and Fitzpatrick’s (2002) ‘pathways to homelessness’
approach are related to this theme. Ravenhill (2008), on the other hand, has devoted
a chapter in his book on homelessness to ‘exit routes from homelessness’

According to Ravenhill (2008, p. 183), the journey to escaping homelessness begins
with the first step—in other words, with the homeless person making a decision to
move in this direction. However, the longer the time spent on the street, the more
difficult it becomes to make this decision. There are four main catalysts that initiate
the process of exiting homelessness: (i) hitting rock bottom (thinking that living
conditions have become unbearable and the only way out is to move up), (ii) getting
fed up (realizing that the current lifestyle is unsustainable and seeking a more balanced
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life), (iii1) experiencing sudden shock or trauma (assault, death or similar events that
trigger the need to get out of homelessness by leaving deep effects on the homeless)
and (iv) being cared for (realizing that someone cares about them). Being cared for is
of particular importance for the homeless person to rebuild his/her sense of self-worth
and trust relationship with people. In the face of the frequent loss of trust and betrayal
experiences of homeless people, trust, as a fundamental element of social capital, is
directly linked to the support systems in the life of the individual and plays a critical
role (Ravenhill, 2008, p. 186).

In the 2010s, independent thesis and book studies on ‘escaping homelessness’ have
emerged. While Morgan’s (2011) PhD thesis titled ‘Escaping from Homelessness’
closely analyzed the story of five former homeless people in the UK, Marr’s (2015)
Better Must Come: Exiting Homelessness in Two Global Cities analyzed the processes
of escaping homelessness in Los Angeles and Tokyo. Wagner’s (2018) No Longer
Homeless: How the Ex-Homeless Get off and Stay off the Streets is the first independent
sociological study focusing on this issue in the USA and discusses the role of phenomena
such as ‘supportive community’, ‘social capital’ and trust in exiting homelessness,
based on the experiences of ex-homeless people.

dkok

This special issue, entitled ‘Opening Pathways out of Homelessness’, was needed
both for the evaluation of the literature that has been developed so far in this field
and for new research. In this framework, especially the relations of the homeless
(relations between homeless people staying on the street, hierarchy, groupings,
relations with service providers and local actors), certain characteristics and practical
situations of the homeless (emotional states of the homeless, daily routines, self-care
activities, their view of the future, their relations with stray animals, etc.), the
environment and conditions in the shelter (daily routines, rehabilitation supportive
processes, finding a job, finding a house, relations and solidarity patterns among the
homeless, relations with the neighborhood, and the approach of local actors to the
homeless) are planned to focus on the positive and negative effects on the recovery
from homelessness. In another group of studies approaching the field of social work
discipline, the role of peer support and ‘ex-homeless’ in the processes of recovery
from homelessness, the use of volunteer labor by service providers working with
the homeless, volunteer training processes and their contribution to recovery from
homelessness, professional difficulties experienced by social workers, psychologists
and counsellors working with the homeless, gaining experience and supervision
processes are included.

Looking closely at the processes of recovery from homelessness, it is important to
understand the factors that make it difficult and facilitate their involvement in the
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processes of gaining physical/psychological health and recovery from addiction
(persuasion, accompaniment, treatment, care). The role of employment support as a
facilitator of recovery from homelessness deserves to be examined, along with the
difficulties and enabling factors in acquiring a profession and securing a job.
Additionally, aspects such as food distribution, support for basic needs, accompaniment,
assistance in returning to one’s hometown, family reunification, psycho-social support,
and mediation services in this process also warrant further investigation. The evaluation
of practices and innovative service models developed for the homeless such as street
social work, homeless shelter, day center, in terms of their effectiveness in exiting
homelessness constitutes an important dimension of the issue. In the context of social
policy, the following question is added to the list: Should the actors responsible for
implementing these practices be local or central, governmental or non-governmental?
Which activities are more appropriate for which actors to carry out in terms of increasing
the efficiency of recovery from homelessness?

Ensuring the permanence of recovery from homelessness is another dimension of
the issue. Socio-demographic variables such as age, education, qualifications, criminal
history, and debt status can provide valuable insights into predicting the risk of returning
to homelessness. Homeless individuals may face challenges in areas such as settling
into a home, socializing, managing social relationships and finances, finding a job,
adapting to the work environment, getting married, adjusting to married life, and
managing leisure time. Therefore, it is essential to address the barriers in the recovery
process from homelessness as well as the factors that facilitate it. In other words, the
phenomenon of becoming homeless again after recovery, the risks associated with
exiting and returning to homelessness, supportive activities or elements, and success
stories of ‘recovery from homelessness’ emerge as significant areas for research.

skoksk

The dossier, titled “Opening Pathways out of Homelessness”, serves as the
foundation of this special issue and features a diverse range of contributions within
this framework. In addition to an interview, the dossier contains a total of seventeen
articles: thirteen research articles, one theoretical article, and three review articles. Of
these, three are written in English, while the remaining fourteen are in Turkish. Although
the articles are organized by type in the journal, they can also be categorized around
thematic focuses: “Surviving Homelessness: Barriers, Former Homeless, Shelters,
and Mosques”, ““Disaster, Housing Problem, and Hidden Homelessness”, and “Theory,
Practice, and Discourse.” Outside the dossier, the issue also includes four additional
articles: three research articles and one evaluation article.

The special issue opens with an interview featuring Ali Kamil Basar, who played
a pivotal role in the fight against homelessness in Tiirkiye. Known as the ‘district
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governor of the homeless’ and the ‘civilian district governor,” Basar served as the
District Governor of Beyoglu and spearheaded the establishment of the Beyoglu District
Governorate House for the Homeless between 2003 and 2006. This was the first and
only ‘homeless shelter’ affiliated with the provincial organization of the central
government in Tiirkiye. As the founder, manager, and volunteer of this shelter, Basar
is also recognized for his pioneering efforts in fostering public-civil society cooperation.
The interview highlights this significant initiative, which holds a unique place in
Tiirkiye’s history of addressing homelessness, yet no continuation or similar effort has
been realized since. Basar emphasizes that the shelter welcomes anyone who is on the
streets and unable to meet their basic needs, fostering a strong sense of solidarity
among homeless individuals. According to Basar, the powers and responsibilities of
a district governor in addressing social needs within their district are extensive.
Therefore, it should not be considered unusual for a district governor to open a homeless
shelter in areas with high rates of homelessness. Additionally, since municipalities
have greater resources and facilities, they also have a responsibility to address the
need for more homeless shelters and to support non-governmental organizations in
this effort. Basar further asserts that research on homelessness should not remain
theoretical but must be translated into practical solutions by conscientious administrators.

The articles examining ‘recovery from homelessness,” which is most closely related
to the focus of the special issue, highlight both the potentials and obstacles to overcoming
homelessness. Topics explored in this section include the impact of employing ‘ex-
homeless’ individuals as service providers on the process of helping others transition
out of homelessness, the characteristics of different shelters and their varying
contributions to ‘recovery from homelessness,” and the role of the mosque as a ‘shelter’
and the imam as a service provider in this context.

The first article focusing on “recovery from homelessness” is based on fieldwork
conducted with service providers and young people experiencing homelessness in two
major cities in Croatia: Zagreb and Split. The fieldwork, carried out between 2019 and
2023, included homeless individuals living in various locations such as homeless shelters,
during outreach work, at railway and bus stations, marketplaces, squares, abandoned
buildings, parks, and cafes. The corresponding author, Lynette Siki¢ Mi¢anovié,
contributed a project titled “Exploring Homelessness and Pathways to Social Inclusion:
A Comparative Study of Contexts and Challenges in Swiss and Croatian Cities.” The
study’s primary aim was to gain an in-depth understanding of the forms of social exclusion
faced by young people and the challenges they encounter in their attempts to escape
homelessness. This qualitative research employed a combination of methods, including
participant observation, field notes, biographical interviews, and accompanying
interviews. Through interview excerpts, the article illustrates three main barriers to
overcoming homelessness: structural, socio-cultural, and intrinsic.
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The second article is authored by Hakan Karaman, who has written his doctoral
thesis on “street social work” (H. Karaman, 2024). This study focuses on a strategy
widely employed in Los Angeles, USA, which involves utilizing “former homeless”
individuals as resources in combating homelessness. The qualitative study based on
in-depth interviews conducted with 11 participants who work voluntarily or
professionally in the field of homelessness reveals that former homeless individuals,
with their firsthand knowledge of street life, can play critical roles in providing
guidance, motivation, effective communication, and building trust. However, it also
highlights potential risks, such as trauma and negative behaviors for these individuals.
The study recommends supporting former homeless individuals with not only housing
but also psycho-social recovery programs and equipping them with skills such as
resilience and crisis management. Additionally, it suggests their involvement in
counseling and awareness-raising activities. The article argues that carefully managed
use of the lived experiences of former homeless individuals can make unique
contributions to the fight against homelessness.

The third article, by Musa Giirel, examines the role of shelter services in shaping
social policy and service models for homeless individuals in Tiirkiye, using Bursa as a
case study, as detailed in his doctoral thesis (Gtirel, 2023). The research was conducted
in a men’s shelter run by the municipality in Bursa city center and involved semi-
structured qualitative interviews with 16 homeless individuals residing at the shelter and
five staff members. The study identifies factors such as the desire to overcome addictions,
the need for a safe environment, and basic needs fulfillment as key motivators for
individuals seeking shelter. However, it underscores the importance of providing more
comprehensive services, including vocational training, psychological support, and
addiction treatment, to achieve lasting solutions to homelessness. The study recommends
strengthening shelter services with specialized programs tailored to different needs.

The fourth article, authored by Cengizhan Aynaci as part of his doctoral dissertation
(2024), investigates male homeless shelters and local homeless facilities operated by
the municipality in Kocaeli. The study explores the significance of shelter experiences
in addressing homelessness through qualitative analysis of three themes: access to
shelters, difficulties faced by homeless individuals, and their expectations from services.
Findings indicate that while access to shelters is facilitated through personal applications,
environmental actors, or security teams, challenges such as strict rules, staff attitudes,
and accessibility persist. Expectations like psycho-social support, healthcare services,
and social activities were highlighted. The article emphasizes adopting a spiritually
grounded social service approach and tailoring shelter services to meet the specific
needs of the homeless.

The next two articles focus on the role of mosques as shelters and imams as service
providers in addressing homelessness. The first, by Mustafa Fazil Karaman, examines
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this topic through the lens of philanthropy in Turkish-Islamic culture. Drawing from
activities in four mosques across Istanbul, the study analyzes their role in social inclusion
and psycho-social support for homeless individuals. It highlights how mosques can
protect individuals from harm, reintegrate them into society, and offer solutions to
homelessness. The article underscores the significant contributions mosques can make
in combating homelessness by activating philanthropic traditions within social life.

The second article, by Sevket Ercan Kizilay from Diizce University’s Department
of Sociology, presents a case study of the Hz. Kaab Mosque in Eyiipsultan, Istanbul,
and its Human Touch Center. This center provides homeless individuals with shelter,
food, hygiene, psycho-social support, and vocational rehabilitation, aiming to reintegrate
them into society. Operated on principles of volunteerism and civil initiative, the center
exemplifies a faith-based approach to modern social services. The article highlights
the center’s success in integrating a large number of homeless individuals into society
and demonstrates the potential role mosques can play in addressing homelessness.

The last article focusing on recovery from homelessness examines homelessness
in Tshwane, South Africa, a city with the country’s highest homeless population, which
increased by over 60% between 2010 and 2022, reaching 10,029 people, 29.9% of
whom are women. Authored by Newman Tekwa, the article critiques the long-term
project “Pathways out of Homelessness” (2015-2024), conducted in collaboration
with government, academia, and civil society organizations. While the project seeks
to address homelessness, the article critiques its focus on “street” homelessness and
its insufficient attention to gender-based dynamics, offering insights into why
homelessness remains unresolved in Tshwane.

The next article, written by Hiiseyin Tasl, focuses on a topic that has been largely
overlooked in Tiirkiye: “post-disaster homelessness.” The article examines the effects
of natural disasters on homelessness, using the February 6, 2023 earthquake and its
impact on Malatya as a case study. By comparing the living conditions of the temporarily
homeless who emerged after the earthquake with those of the chronically homeless who
were homeless prior to the disaster, the study highlights differences in their reasons for
homelessness, demographic characteristics, needs, and social relations. The experience
of individuals who continue to live in collective tents after the earthquake is analyzed
as an example of temporary homelessness, with an exploration of the structural causes
behind this situation. The study emphasizes the urgent need for comprehensive social
policies and housing strategies to combat post-disaster homelessness.

Ozan Ustuk’s article, from the Izmir Institute of Technology, highlights a neglected
area of research at the intersection of Roma children, educational attendance, and
housing quality. Based on applied research aimed at reducing early school dropout
rates among Roma children in Tiirkiye, the article demonstrates how housing insecurity
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directly contributes to educational inequalities. Drawing on insights from primary and
preschool teachers, as well as volunteer university students working with Roma
communities, the study explores how housing instability disrupts educational continuity
and hinders academic achievement. The findings underscore the need for educators to
address the often-overlooked impact of housing problems on education and advocate
for holistic, community-based interventions to improve housing security and educational
outcomes for Roma students.

The article, co-authored by Sener Kaya and Adem Sagir, examines the intersection
of international migration and hidden homelessness. It is based on fieldwork conducted
during Kaya’s doctoral thesis research on Amsterdam in the context of the “smart city.”
This study explores the daily experiences and social relationships of Turkish migrants
living in “bachelor rooms” in Amsterdam, framed within the concept of hidden
homelessness. While these single rooms provide limited personal space for self-
expression, the study reveals that public interactions are often overshadowed by feelings
of invisibility. The research analyzes the construction of social relationships among
individuals living in single rooms and the connection between these spaces and hidden
homelessness. Using qualitative methods, the study highlights challenges such as
language barriers, lack of legal status, and the participants’ descriptions of their
accommodations as “tourist homes.” This article offers valuable insights into the social
exclusion and cultural adaptation struggles faced by individuals navigating hidden
homelessness in Amsterdam.

Burak Acar’s research article investigates the interaction between homeless
individuals and institutional service providers, focusing on the extent to which these
services meet the needs of the homeless from the beneficiaries’ perspective. Based on
in-depth interviews with 13 homeless individuals in the Fatih and Beyoglu districts
of Istanbul, the study examines the diversity and adequacy of institutional services,
the attitudes of service providers, and the expectations of homeless individuals. The
findings reveal that most homeless people rely on non-governmental organizations to
meet their daily needs, as public services are limited in both quantity and quality. The
homeless express a need for more sustainable solutions, such as permanent housing
and employment, and show dissatisfaction with the temporary nature of existing
services. The study highlights the challenges faced by homeless individuals in accessing
social assistance and critiques the limitations of public services from their perspective.

The next article, based on the bachelor’s thesis of Halenur Demir, who has extensive
experience in non-governmental organizations serving the homeless, explores the
social adaptation processes and life perceptions of homeless individuals living on the
streets. Through in-depth interviews conducted in the Beyoglu district of Istanbul, the
study examines the homeless population’s participation in social life, their access to
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social services, and the barriers they encounter. The findings suggest that homeless
individuals often choose selective social relationships and solitude as a response to
the social exclusion and resentment they face. Solidarity emerges as a central theme
in their relationships. The study offers valuable insights into the living conditions of
homeless individuals, their relational dynamics, and how social services can better
address their needs.

Another important area of study on homelessness is understanding society’s
perception of the homeless. Esra Colakoglu’s article, based on her master’s thesis
supervised by Ali Kaya at Istanbul University, delves into societal perceptions of
homelessness in Tiirkiye. Using critical discourse analysis, the research identifies five
dominant discourses on homelessness: personalizing, emotional, criminalizing,
objectifying, and normalizing. The study argues that homelessness is largely viewed
as an individual issue in Tiirkiye, with structural factors such as poverty, migration,
and unemployment often ignored. This perception contributes to a lack of social
services and policies for the homeless and undermines societal responsibility. The
article critically examines how these discourses reinforce the marginalization of
homeless individuals and impede efforts to combat homelessness.

The first non-special issue research article is authored by Temmuz Gong Savran
from Eskisehir Anadolu University, Department of Sociology. This article examines
social approaches to disasters from a critical sociological perspective and discusses
the risks and conceptual confusion that may arise from the use of the term “natural
disaster.” It emphasizes that treating disasters solely as natural phenomena reinforces
the perception that humans are engaged in a futile struggle against nature. Such an
approach creates a basis for disaster policies and laws that protect the interests of
certain groups while disregarding others. By illustrating how social dynamics are
shaped through the discursive construction of concepts, the study advocates for a
critical approach to the concept of “natural disaster” in disaster definitions. In this
context, it invites readers to rethink notions of social responsibility and justice in the
face of disasters.

The second general research article, co-authored by Gézde Aykut and Mehmet
Karakas, is titled “Social Suicide: The Social Evolution of the Performance Subject.”
This article is based on Byung-Chul Han’s conceptualization of performance and
analyzes the social dynamics and deficiencies that have influenced the emergence of
this concept. It makes a critical contribution to Han’s theoretical framework by
examining the loss of essential conditions such as “the Other,” “negativity,” and “eros,”
which shape the performance subject. The study introduces the concept of “social
suicide,” offering a new perspective to understand and define individuals who resist
the performance norms imposed by the neoliberal system. By comparatively analyzing
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these individuals’ relationship to concepts such as social loneliness and isolation, the
article complements Han’s approach while offering an alternative perspective. It
contributes to a deeper and more critical understanding of the individual’s position
within contemporary social structures.

The third non-thematic research article is authored by Onur Bali, Nesip Demirbilek,
and Hasan Demirtas. The article aims to develop a valid and reliable measurement
tool to assess university students’ perceptions of social justice regarding their
universities. Using a large dataset collected from Bingdl University students, the study
identifies a three-dimensional structure—equality, justice, and support—through
exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses. The high internal consistency of the
scale’s reliability coefficients provides a strong methodological foundation for
evaluating social justice perceptions in higher education institutions. This study
contributes to making the concept of social justice in higher education measurable and
informs policy development processes.

The theoretical article, written by Yiiksel Bekaroglu-Dogan (2018), the author of
the first doctoral dissertation on homelessness in Tiirkiye, examines the transformation
of “street social service.” This form of social service intervention targets socially
excluded groups, such as the homeless and substance addicts, living in public spaces
like streets and parks. It is a low-threshold, advocacy-based practice in which service
providers actively seek out clients in public spaces. However, neoliberal transformations
such as commercialization, privatization, and securitization are reshaping this type of
service. These trends not only alter the daily lives of individuals living on the streets
but also affect the methodologies employed in street social work. Furthermore, the
instrumentalization of such services by security policies raises ethical dilemmas for
practitioners. Drawing on Lefebvre’s concepts of “the production of space” and “the
right to the city,” the article critically evaluates the dual role of street social work: as
a means of alleviating social inequalities and as a potential tool for control and
normative pressure. It highlights the tension between the mission to defend the rights
of vulnerable groups and the state’s agenda for public order, ultimately assessing the
role of street social work in creating a more equitable urban environment.

Another article that is part of the special issue, Hicran Atatanir’s review article lies
at the intersection of homelessness, housing, and social security. It examines
homelessness as a spatial manifestation of social insecurity and an expanding social
risk. Emphasizing housing as both a basic need and a form of social security, the article
reviews various social security policies and housing assistance programs implemented
in different countries to address the risk of homelessness. The author evaluates
homelessness not only as a human rights issue but also as a deepening problem of
social insecurity exacerbated by inadequate access to public services. The study offers
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recommendations to enhance the functionality of Tiirkiye’s social security system in
addressing homelessness.

Merig¢ Kirmizt’s article addresses homelessness within the broader context of housing
insecurity, which increasingly affects the middle class, particularly in neoliberal
societies. The study identifies housing insecurity as a precursor to homelessness and
investigates its structural roots through a comprehensive literature review and document
analysis. By discussing housing options faced by the middle class and evaluating
alternatives such as shared housing, the article draws attention to the importance of
social infrastructure, housing solidarity, and communities that have developed
bargaining power against the state through collective living practices. In the context
of Tiirkiye, the article provides theoretical and practical solutions to alleviate housing
insecurity, supported by various case studies.

The final thematic article in the special issue, authored by Cengizhan Aynaci, presents
a bibliometric analysis of homelessness-related research in the field of social work.
Drawing on data from the Web of Science (WoS) database and using the VOSviewer
program, the study analyzes 2,710 articles published since 1982. The findings show
that the USA, Canada, and the UK lead in the number of publications and citations.
Key topics include mental health, housing, youth homelessness, and poverty. The study
also highlights a growing interest in preventive care services for the homeless, such
as shelter, education, employment, and psychosocial support. By mapping research
trends, the article provides insights into evolving academic approaches to homelessness.

The special issue closes with a non-thematic article. The review article by Tolga
Yildiz from the Department of Psychology at Istanbul University examines the
historical development of education within the framework of sociocultural dynamics
and the effects of technological advances. According to the article, education begins
as an organic process based on community activities necessary for survival in early
human societies and becomes more structured over time. Especially in Ancient Greece
and the Middle Ages, it is used as a tool to reinforce social hierarchies. With the
Industrial Revolution, education is standardized and adapted to the needs of industrial
society and becomes a system that instills discipline and conformity. In the 20" century,
radio and television blur the boundaries of traditional learning environments by making
education more accessible. The internet and digital technologies revolutionize
education, making learning more interactive and personalized. While new technologies
such as artificial intelligence and the metaverse promise more customized and
immersive experiences in education, they also raise important ethical and social issues
such as equity, accessibility and the loss of human connection. In this context, the
article reminds us that a balanced approach to digital education is needed to ensure
that technological progress supports the holistic development of students.

Akok
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Eliminating the structural causes of homelessness can be likened to extinguishing
a fire, while reintegrating homeless individuals into social life can be compared to
clearing away the smoke or smoke evacuation. In this sense, although it primarily
focuses on the “smoke evacuation” aspect, this special issue makes a valuable
contribution to homelessness research in Tiirkiye, particularly in addressing recovery
from homelessness, and aims to engage public actors responsible for tackling this
issue. As with other social problems, addressing homelessness requires the collaboration
of academic and non-academic actors. Municipalities, for example, must adopt a
systematic and supra-political approach to the issue, prioritizing the public interest.
Efforts to combat homelessness demand comprehensive and multifaceted services
from both local and central governments, as well as active civil society involvement
and sustainable volunteer activities.

It is the responsibility of the public sector to support civil society, which is often
burdened by the heavy material and moral demands of providing homelessness services,
without sidelining it. The public sector should supervise and assist these efforts while
carefully incorporating the expertise and experience that NGOs have accumulated
over more than a decade. This approach calls for public-civil cooperation and state-
society coordination under the leadership of the public sector. In this context, ensuring
that pathways out of homelessness remain accessible at all times, establishing
institutional practices and routines to support this goal, and training qualified personnel
appear to be tasks that can only be achieved through the initiative of public actors.

While significant progress has been made since the first social scientific research
on homelessness in Tiirkiye (Isikhan, 2002), much remains to be explored and achieved.
Lessons from international practices, particularly in the US and Europe, should be
adapted to the Turkish context. However, it is equally crucial for researchers to ensure
that their findings reach the public. This entails presenting research in accessible and
creative formats to foster public understanding. By simplifying and disseminating
research findings, social science researchers can play a vital role in raising awareness
and driving social change to address homelessness effectively.
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