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Makale Bilgileri Oz

Makale Ge¢misi Bu calisma, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Gormez’in "Siinnet ve Hadisin Anlasilmast ve Yorumlanmasinda Metodoloji
Gelis: 27.02.2025 Sorunu" adli eserinde ileri stirdiigii tezi degerlendirmeyi amag¢lamaktadir. Bu baglamda, séz konusu
Kabul: 24.06.2025 iddianin dayandigi temeller incelenmis, analiz edilmis ve bilimsel bir degerlendirme sunulmustur. Bu
Yayin: 30.06.2025 amaci gerceklestirmek icin 6ncelikle Gormez’in tezinin ana unsurlari ve sonuglari ele alinmis, ardindan

bu tez bilimsel yontemlerle analiz edilmistir. Arastirmanin temel sorusu sudur: Gormez'in tezi ne dlgiide
degerlidir, hangi temellere dayanmaktadir ve bu tezden nasil faydalanilabilir? Makale iki ana boliimden
Anahtar Kelimeler:  olusmaktadir: Ilk béliimde Gormez'in ileri siirdigii iddianin teorik temelleri analiz edilmis, ikinci

Hadis, boliimde ise bu iddia elestirel bir perspektiften degerlendirilmistir. Ayrica Gérmez’in hadisleri anlama
Siinnet, konusunda sundugu metodoloji detayl bir sekilde incelenmistir. Bu baglamda, Stinnet ve Hadisi Anlama
Fikih Usuli, Kilavuzu adl eserinde gelistirdigi yontem de analiz kapsamina dahil edilmistir. Bu arastirmanin énemi
Anlama, iki temel noktaya dayanmaktadir: Gérmez'in yaklasiminin, hadis ilmi agisindan yeni bir metodolojik
Mehmet Gérmez. bakis acis1 sunmasi. Ayrica bu makalenin, Arap diinyasi ile modern hadis arastirmalar1 arasinda

akademik bir koprii kurma potansiyeli tasimasi. Bu durum, akademik diizeyde saglikli ve etkili bir
bilimsel iletisimin kurulmasi agisindan biiyiik bir énem arz etmektedir. Arastirmanin en dnemli
sonuglarindan biri, Gérmez'in usilii’l-fikhin hadisleri anlamada yetersiz kaldig1 yoniindeki iddiasinin,
usili’l-fikhin esasen amelf hiikiimlerin ¢ikarilmasina yo6nelik bir disiplin olmasi anlayisina dayandigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Oysa hadis literatiirti yalnizca ameli hiikiimlerle sinirh degildir; cok daha genis bir
icerik yelpazesi sunmaktadir. Bu nedenle, usiilii'l-fikhin 6tesine gecen, daha kapsayici ve disiplinlerarasi
bir yontem gelistirilmesine ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir.

An Evaluation on the Sufficiency of the Method of Usul al-Figh in Understanding
Hadiths: Within the Framework of Mehmet Gormez's Views

Article Info Abstract

Article History This paper evaluates the thesis of Professor Mehmet Gérmez in his work The Methodological Problem
Received: 27.02.2025 in Understanding Hadith and Sunnah. The study aims to examine GOrmez’s claim, investigate its
Accepted: 24.06.2025 foundational principles, and assess its validity. To achieve this, the paper analyses the key arguments of
Published: 30.06.2025 GoOrmez’s thesis, its core components, and its implications, followed by a scholarly critique. The central
research question revolves around the value, origins, and potential applicability of Gormez’s argument.
The paper is divided into two main sections: the first offers an examination of Gérmez’s claim, while the

Keyyvords: second offers a critical assesment. Gormez’s thesis also introduces a proposed methodology for
Hadith, understanding Hadith, which he further developed in his book Towards an Integrative Methodology in
Sul}nah ) Understanding Hadith and Sunnah. Therefore, this study also examines his theoretical framework. The
Usul al-quh., significance of this research lies in two key aspects: first, the importance of Gérmez’s claim as such, and
Understanding,

second, the study’s role in introducing a significant academic model from Hadith studies to the Arabic-
speaking scholarly community. This contribution is crucial for fostering a solid academic foundation for
intellectual exchange. One of the key findings of this research is that Gérmez’s argument about the
insufficiency of Usil al-Figh in understanding Hadith is based on the premise that Usill al-Figh primarily
serves as a tool for deriving legal rulings. However, Hadith literature encompasses both legal and non-
legal content, necessitating a more comprehensive methodology.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: The Prophetic Sunnah constitutes a fundamental source and reference for Islamic
thought, serving as the interpretative authority for the Qur'an. Two primary discussions have
historically revolved around the Sunnabh: the first concerns its authenticity and transmission, while the
second pertains to the methodology of its interpretation. The issue of understanding religious texts -
particularly Hadith- has long been a pivotal point in the emergence of differences among Islamic schools
of thought. This matter has maintained its relevance in the modern era, wherein various efforts have
emerged to renew and refine the comprehension of the Sunnah. This paper aims to critically evaluate
the thesis of Professor Mehmet Gérmez as presented in his book The Methodological Problem in
Understanding Hadith.

Method: Professor Gormez’s inquiry begins with a pivotal question: Is the traditional discipline of
Usiil al-Fiqh sufficient as a methodological framework for understanding Hadith? The impetus behind this
question arises from multiple factors—some rooted in the nature of Hadith itself, and others in the
epistemological structure and methodological limitations of Usil al-Figh. This foundational concern
leads Gormez to undertake a critical examination of Usil al-Figh, both in its essence and in its function
as a hermeneutical tool, alongside a thorough analysis of Hadith as a prophetic text situated within a
specific linguistic, social, and cultural context. The central research question this study seeks to address
is: What is novel in G6rmez’s approach to understanding Hadith and the Sunnah? What are the epistemic
and methodological foundations underpinning his project of renewing the comprehension of the
Prophetic tradition? What are the defining features of the interpretive methodology he proposes? To
answer these questions, this paper engages in a detailed analysis of Gormez’s thesis, seeking to
understand its fundamental components and assess its theoretical outcomes. The research is structured
around two main axes: first, a summary of Gormez’s primary arguments; and second, a critical
evaluation of the scholarly merits and limitations of his propositions. Notably, Gérmez’s project also
includes an articulated proposal for a methodological framework in Hadith interpretation—an
approach further elaborated in his subsequent work, Towards an Integrated Methodology in
Understanding the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

Findings: The research reveals that Professor Gormez presents a multi-layered critique of the
sufficiency of Usul al-Figh as a methodological framework for understanding Hadith. His critique
operates across three principal dimensions: Concerning the very nature of Usil al-Figh, Gormez
contends that it functions more as a tool for legal derivation (istinbat) than for textual comprehension.
This limitation stems from its epistemological orientation, which is primarily concerned with deducing
practical legal rulings (ahkam ‘amaliyya), rather than encompassing the broader dimensions of religious
discourse. He highlights the comprehensive nature of Hadith, which extends beyond jurisprudential
rulings to include doctrinal (‘aqa’id), ethical, spiritual, and civilizational dimensions. G6rmez argues that
Usiil al-Figh tends to treat all texts—Hadith included—as sources of legal injunctions, thus reducing the
multidimensional character of Prophetic discourse to purely legalistic utility. Gbrmez draws attention
to the nature of the Arabic language, emphasizing its semantic depth and elasticity, which resists
confinement within rigid, surface-level interpretations characteristic of legal codes. The linguistic style
of the Prophet, which employs various rhetorical devices—including metaphor (majaz), analogy, and
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nuanced expressions—poses interpretive challenges that Usil al-Figh, in its traditional form, is not
adequately equipped to address. These epistemological tensions, according to Gérmez, necessitate the
formulation of a renewed hermeneutical framework for engaging with Hadith—one that builds upon the
foundations of Usul al-Figh but is not restricted by it. He advocates for a methodology that incorporates
magqasid-based reasoning, holistic integration of evidences (al-jam‘ bayna al-adilla), and a
comprehensive worldview that aligns with the ethical and civilizational aims of the Prophetic message.

Discussion: Professor Gormez’s proposal presents scholars with a profound and essential
epistemological question: Why has no interpretive methodology been developed independently of juridical
derivation (istinbdt)? This very question lies at the heart of Gormez’s thesis. He asserts that historical
intellectual debates within the Islamic community contributed to the elevation of Usil al-Figh as the
exclusive framework for textual understanding, while alternative methodological attempts failed to gain
traction or institutional continuity. Upon examining the structure of Usiil al-Figh, it becomes evident that
linguistic inquiry constitutes a core component of its theoretical foundation. Many scholars have noted
that meaning in this framework is often confined to the literal dimensions of language. This linguistic
anchoring reinforces a hermeneutic model in which the signification of religious texts is reduced to
lexical and grammatical formulations. Nonetheless, it is important to emphasise that G6rmez does not
advocate for the abandonment of Usiil al-Figh. Rather, he calls for its development and expansion
particularly through the incorporation of maqasid al-shari‘ah (higher objectives of the law), contextual
sensitivity (siyaq), and a principle of totality and coherence in engaging with religious texts. His
approach seeks to refine the epistemic tools for understanding the Sunnah without negating the
foundational contributions of the classical legal tradition.

Conclusion: Usil al-Figh, while effective for juristic derivation, proves insufficient as a standalone
framework for comprehensive textual understanding. This realization necessitates a reevaluation of the
methodologies employed in Hadith interpretation, especially in light of Gormez’s insights. The urgency
of this endeavour is amplified in our contemporary context, where many critiques of the Sunnah stem
not from ideological opposition but from misinterpretation and methodological inadequacy.

Recommendation: Accordingly, this paper recommends the practical examination of Gérmez’s
thesis through its application in real exegetical contexts. Future research should assess whether his
proposed framework indeed facilitates a more integrated and holistic understanding of the Prophetic
Sunnah and whether it can serve as a viable paradigm for methodological renewal in Hadith studies.
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