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Abstract. In this paper, we introduce a new class of metrics on a Riemannian manifold, which is obtained by
deforming the metric of this Riemannian manifold into a Cheeger-Gromoll-type metric. We first investigate the
Levi-Civita connection for this metric. Then we characterize the Riemannian curvature, the sectional curvature,
and the scalar curvature. Finally, we explore a class of harmonic and biharmonic maps.
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1. Introduction

Let (Mm, g) be an m-dimensional Riemannian manifold and ℑs(M) the module of C∞ tensor fields of type (r, s) over
the ring of real-valued C∞ functions on M. We denote by ∇ the Levi-Civita connection of g which is defined by the
Koszul formula

2g(∇XY, Z) = Xg(Y,Z) + Yg(Z, X) − Zg(X, Y) + g(Z, [X,Y]) + g(Y, [Z, X]) − g(X, [Y, Z]) (1.1)

for all vector fields X, Y and Z on M.
The Riemannian curvature tensor R and the Ricci curvature Ric of (Mm, g) are defined respectively by

R(X, Y)Z = ∇X∇YZ − ∇Y∇XZ − ∇[X,Y]Z,

Ric(X, Y) = TrgR(∗, X)Y =
m∑

i=1

g(R(ei, X)Y, ei),

for all vector fields X, Y and Z on M, where {ei}i=1,··· ,m be a local orthonormal frame on M.
The map

♯ : ℑ0
1(M) → ℑ1

0(M)
ω 7→ ♯(ω)

defined by

g(♯(ω), Y) = ω(Y)

for all Y ∈ ℑ1
0(M) is C∞(M)-linear isomorphism.
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Locally for all ω =
m∑

i=1

ωidxi ∈ ℑ0
1(M), we have ♯(ω) =

m∑
i, j=1

gi jωi∂ j, where (gi j) is the inverse matrix of the matrix

(gi j). The gradient of a smooth function f on M is defined by

grad f = ♯d f .

If {ei}i=1,...,n is a local orthonormal frame on (Mn, g), then the grad f is expressed by

grad f =
n∑

i=1

ei( f )ei.

The divergence of a vector field X on M, is defined by

divX = Trg(∇X) =
m∑

i=1

g(∇ei X, ei).

The Laplacian of f is expressed by

∆ f = div(grad f ) =
m∑

i=1

g(∇ei grad f , ei) =
m∑

i=1

(eiei( f ) − ∇ei ei( f )).

The rough Laplacian of X is defined by

∆̄X = −Trg(∇2X) = −
n∑

i=1

(∇ei∇ei − ∇∇ei ei )X.

Consider a smooth map ϕ : (Mm, g) → (Nn, h) between two Riemannian manifolds, then the second fundamental
form of ϕ is defined by

(∇dϕ)(X, Y) = ∇ϕXdϕ(Y) − dϕ(∇XY).

Here, ∇ is the Levi-Civita connection on M and ∇ϕ is the pull-back connection on the pull-back bundle ϕ−1T N. The
tension field of ϕ is defined by

τ(ϕ) = Trg∇dϕ =
m∑

i=1

(
∇
ϕ
ei dϕ(ei) − dϕ(∇ei ei)

)
.

The map ϕ is called harmonic if and only if τ(ϕ) = 0. For more details see [12, 13, 15]. In recent years, this topic has
been widely developed by many authors [1, 4, 7–10, 14, 16, 17].

The bitension field of ϕ is also defined by

τ2(ϕ) = ∆ϕτ(ϕ) − TrgRN(τ(ϕ), dϕ(∗))dϕ(∗),

where

∆ϕτ(ϕ) = −Trg(∇ϕ)2τ(ϕ) =
m∑

i=1

(
∇
ϕ
ei∇
ϕ
ei − ∇

ϕ
∇ei ei

)
τ(ϕ),

and

TrgRN(τ(ϕ), dϕ(∗))dϕ(∗) =
m∑

i=1

RN(τ(ϕ), dϕ(ei))dϕ(ei).

∆ϕτ(ϕ) denotes the rough Laplacian of τ(ϕ) on the pull-back bundle ϕ−1T N and RN denotes the curvature tensor of the
target manifold N.

The map ϕ is biharmonic if and only if τ2(ϕ) = 0. Biharmonic maps are a generalization of harmonic maps, meaning
that every harmonic map is biharmonic. Therefore, it’s interesting to construct proper biharmonic maps, also known as
non-harmonic biharmonic maps see [2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 11].

In previous work [10], we introduced a new class of metrics on the Riemannian manifold (Mm, g), which are defined
as follows:

G(X, Y) = f g(X, Y) + g(ξ, X)g(ξ, Y)
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for all vector fields X, Y and ξ on M such that ξ is a unit parallel vector field on M and ξ( f ) = 0, where f be a smooth
function on M. The several properties of the Riemannian manifold associated with this metric were explored. A class
of proper biharmonic maps is also characterized.

Moreover, in a different work [18], we presented a novel class of metrics on the anti-para Kähler manifold (Mm, φ, g)
characterized by:

G(X, Y) = g(X, Y) + δ2g(X, φξ)g(Y, φξ)

for all vector fields X, Y on M, where δ is positive constant and ξ is unit vector field on M such that g(∇X(φξ), Y) =
g(∇Y (φξ), X). In addition to characterizing various Riemannian manifold properties related to this class of metrics, we
looked at a class of harmonic maps.

Motivated by the aforementioned study, we present a new category of metrics on the Riemannian manifold. (Mm, g),
denoted as g̃, defined by:

g̃(X, Y) = g(X, Y) + αg(X, ξ)g(Y, ξ),

for all vector fields X, Y and ξ on M, where α is a positive constant and ξ is a vector field such that g(∇Xξ, Y) = g(∇Yξ, X)
and ∇ denote the Levi-Civita connection of (Mm, g).

In this paper, we present the Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation of the metric g on a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g).
After describing the introduction, in Section 2, we provide the basic properties of the Cheeger-Gromoll type deforma-
tion of metric g, including the Levi-Civita connection of this metric (Theorem 2.2). In Section 3, we investigate all
types of curvature. Initially, we examine the curvature tensor (Theorem 3.1) and the sectional curvature (Theorem 3.3).
Furthermore, we characterize the Ricci tensor (Theorem 3.5), the Ricci curvature (Theorem 3.7), and the scalar cur-
vature (Theorem 3.9). In Section 4, we explore the harmonicity of a mapping between Riemannian manifolds, one of
which is endowed with a Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation of the metric of this manifold (Theorem 4.1 and Theorem
4.3). In the last section, we study the biharmonicity of the identity map between Riemannian manifolds, one of which
is endowed with a Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation of the metric of this manifold (Theorem 5.1 and Theorem 5.3),
where we establish the necessary and sufficient conditions under which the identity map is a proper biharmonic map
(Theorem 5.2 and Theorem 5.4).

2. Cheeger-Gromoll Type Deformation ofMetric g

Definition 2.1. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). We define the Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation of metric g
on M noted g̃ by

g̃(X, Y) = g(X, Y) + αg(X, ξ)g(Y, ξ), (2.1)

for all vector fields X and Y on M, where α is positive constant and ξ is a vector field of gradient-type on M, i.e.
g(∇Xξ, Y) = g(∇Yξ, X) and ∇ denote the Levi-Civita connection of (Mm, g).

Note that, if α = 0 or ξ = 0, then g̃ = g. In the following, we consider α , 0, ξ , 0 and λ = 1 + α|ξ|2, where |.|
denote the norm with respect to (Mm, g).

If ω is a covector field on M such that ξ = ♯ω, then we can write formula (2.1) in the form:

g̃(X, Y) = g(X, Y) + αω(X)ω(Y)

for all vector fields X and Y on M. In this case, the metric g̃ is written in the form

g̃ = g + αω ⊗ ω.

We will compute the Levi-Civita connection ∇̃ for (Mm, g̃), so we will need the following result.

Xg̃(Y, Z) = g̃(∇XY, Z) + g̃(Y,∇XZ) + αg(Y, ξ)g(Z,∇Xξ) + αg(Z, ξ)g(Y,∇Xξ), (2.2)

for all vector fields X, Y and Z on M.

Theorem 2.2. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g), the Levi-Civita connection ∇̃ of (Mm, g̃), is expressed by:

∇̃XY = ∇XY +
α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)ξ, (2.3)

for all vector fields X and Y on M, where λ = 1 + α|ξ|2.
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Proof. From Koszul formula (1.1), (2.1) and (2.2), we have

2g̃(∇̃XY, Z) = Xg̃(Y, Z) + Yg̃(Z, X) − Zg̃(X, Y) + g̃(Z, [X,Y]) + g̃(Y, [Z, X]) − g̃(X, [Z,Y])

= g̃(∇XY, Z) + g̃(Y,∇XZ) + αg(Y, ξ)g(Z,∇Xξ) + αg(Z, ξ)g(Y,∇Xξ) + g̃(∇YZ, X) + g̃(Z,∇Y X)

+ αg(Z, ξ)g(X,∇Yξ) + αg(X, ξ)g(Z,∇Yξ) − g̃(∇Z X, Y) − g̃(X,∇ZY) + g̃(Z,∇XY) − αg(X, ξ)g(Y,∇Zξ)

− αg(Y, ξ)g(X,∇Zξ) − g̃(Z,∇Y X) + g̃(Y,∇Z X) − g̃(Y,∇XZ) − g̃(X,∇YZ) + g̃(X,∇ZY)

= 2g̃(∇XY, Z) +
2α
λ

g(∇Xξ, Y )̃g(ξ, Z).

This completes the proof. □

Note that by (2.3), we find:

∇̃Xξ = ∇Xξ +
α

λ
g(∇Xξ, ξ)ξ, (2.4)

for all vector field X on M.

3. Curvatures of Cheeger-Gromoll Type Deformation ofMetric g

We will compute the Riemannian curvature tensor R̃ of (Mm, g̃) as outlined below.

Theorem 3.1. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g), the Riemannian curvature tensor R̃ of (Mm, g̃), is expressed by:

R̃(X, Y)Z = R(X, Y)Z +
α

λ
g(∇Yξ, Z)∇Xξ −

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Z)∇Yξ +

α2

λ2 (g(∇Xξ, Z)g(∇Yξ, ξ) − g(∇Yξ, Z)g(∇Xξ, ξ)) ξ

−
α

λ
g(R(X, Y)Z, ξ)ξ (3.1)

for all vector fields X,Y and Z on M, where ∇ and R denotes respectively the Levi-Civita connection and the curvature
tensor of (Mm, g).

Proof. For all vector fields X, Y and Z on M, we have

R̃(X, Y)Z = ∇̃X∇̃YZ − ∇̃Y ∇̃XZ − ∇̃[X,Y]Z. (3.2)

Using (2.3) and (2.4), we obtain

∇̃X∇̃YZ = ∇̃X

(
∇YZ +

α

λ
g(∇Zξ, Y)ξ

)
= ∇X∇YZ +

α

λ
g(∇Yξ, Z)∇Xξ +

α

λ
g(∇YZ,∇Xξ)ξ +

α

λ
g(∇XZ,∇Yξ)ξ +

α

λ
g(∇X∇Yξ, Z)ξ

−
α2

λ2 g(∇Yξ, Z)g(∇Xξ, ξ)ξ. (3.3)

By replacing X by Y in (3.3), we find

∇̃Y ∇̃XZ = ∇Y∇XZ +
α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Z)∇Yξ +

α

λ
g(∇XZ,∇Yξ)ξ +

α

λ
g(∇YZ,∇Xξ)ξ +

α

λ
g(∇Y∇Xξ, Z)ξ

−
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ, Z)g(∇Yξ, ξ)ξ. (3.4)

We also find

∇̃[X,Y]Z = ∇[X,Y]Z +
α

λ
g(∇[X,Y]ξ, Z)ξ. (3.5)

Substituting (3.3), (3.4) and (3.5) into (3.2) we find (3.1). □

Corollary 3.2. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If ξ is unit vector field, then the Riemannian curvature tensor
R̃ of (Mm, g̃) is expressed by:

R̃(X, Y)Z = R(X, Y)Z +
α

1 + α
g(∇Yξ, Z)∇Xξ −

α

1 + α
g(∇Xξ, Z)∇Yξ −

α

1 + α
g(R(X, Y)Z, ξ)ξ,

for all vector fields X, Y and Z on M.
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Theorem 3.3. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If K (resp., K̃) denote the sectional curvature of (Mm, g) (resp.,
(Mm, g̃)), then we have

K̃(X, Y) =
1

1 + αg(X, ξ)2 + αg(Y, ξ)2

(
K(X, Y) −

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)2 +

α

λ
g(∇Yξ, Y)g(∇Xξ, X)

)
, (3.6)

for all X and Y two vector fields orthonormal with respect to g.

Proof. We have,

K̃(X, Y) =
g̃(R̃(X, Y)Y, X)

g̃(X, X)̃g(Y, Y) − g̃(X, Y)2 . (3.7)

On the one hand, we have

g̃(R̃(X, Y)Y, X) = g(R̃(X, Y)Y, X) + αg(R̃(X, Y)Y, ξ)g(X, ξ). (3.8)

From (3.1) with direct computation we get

g(R̃(X, Y)Y, X) = g(R(X, Y)Y, X) −
α

λ
g(X, ξ)g(R(X,Y)Y, ξ) +

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, X)g(∇Yξ, Y) −

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)2

+
α2

λ2 g(X, ξ)g(∇Yξ, ξ)g(∇Xξ, Y) −
α2

λ2 g(X, ξ)g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(∇Yξ, Y), (3.9)

αg(X, ξ)g(R̃(X, Y)Y, ξ) =
α

λ
g(X, ξ)g(R(X,Y)Y, ξ) −

α2

λ2 g(X, ξ)g(∇Yξ, ξ)g(∇Xξ, Y)

+
α2

λ2 g(X, ξ)g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(∇Yξ, Y). (3.10)

Substituting (3.9) and (3.10) into (3.8), we find

g̃(R̃(X, Y)Y, X) = g(R(X, Y)Y, X) +
α

λ
g(∇Yξ, Y)g(∇Xξ, X) −

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)2. (3.11)

On the other hand, we have

g̃(X, X)̃g(Y, Y) − g̃(X, Y)2 = 1 + αg(X, ξ)2 + αg(Y, ξ)2. (3.12)

Finally, substituting (3.11) and (3.12) into (3.7) we find (3.6). □

Remark 3.4. Let {ei}i=1,...,m such that em =
ξ

|ξ|
=

√
α

λ − 1
ξ be a local orthonormal frame on (Mm, g), then the set of

vector fields {̃ei}i=1,...,m defined by

ẽi = ei, ẽm =
1
√
λ

em =

√
α

λ(λ − 1)
ξ, i = 1, · · · ,m − 1, (3.13)

is a local orthonormal frame on (Mm, g̃).

Theorem 3.5. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If Ricci (resp. R̃icci) denote the Ricci tensor of (Mm, g) (resp.,
(Mm, g̃)). Then, we have

R̃icci(X) = Ricci(X) −
α

λ
R(X, ξ)ξ +

α

λ

(
divξ −

α

λ
g(∇ξξ, ξ)

)
∇Xξ −

α

λ

(
Ric(X, ξ) +

α

λ
divξg(∇Xξ, ξ)

−
α

λ
g(∇Xξ,∇ξξ)

)
ξ +
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ, ξ)∇ξξ −
α

λ
∇∇Xξξ, (3.14)

for all vector field X on M.

Proof. Given a local orthonormal frame {̃ei}i=1,...,m on (Mm, g̃) defined by (3.13). Then, we have

R̃icci(X) =
m∑

i=1

R̃(X, ẽi )̃ei

=

m−1∑
i=1

R̃(X, ei)ei +
α

λ(λ − 1)
R̃(X, ξ)ξ. (3.15)
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From (3.1), with direct calculation we find

m−1∑
i=1

R̃(X, ei)ei = Ricci(X) +
α

λ
divξ∇Xξ −

α

λ
∇∇Xξξ +

α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ,∇ξξ)ξ −
α2

λ2 divξg(∇Xξ, ξ)ξ

−
α

λ
Ric(X, ξ)ξ −

α

λ − 1
R(X, ξ)ξ −

α2

λ(λ − 1)
g(∇ξξ, ξ)∇Xξ +

α2

λ(λ − 1)
g(∇Xξ, ξ)∇ξξ, (3.16)

α

λ(λ − 1)
R̃(X, ξ)ξ =

α

λ(λ − 1)
R(X, ξ)ξ +

α2

λ2(λ − 1)
g(∇ξξ, ξ)∇Xξ −

α2

λ2(λ − 1)
g(∇Xξ, ξ)∇ξξ. (3.17)

Substituting (3.16) and (3.17) into (3.15), we find (3.14). □

Corollary 3.6. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If ξ is unit vector field, then the Ricci tensor R̃icci of (Mm, g̃) is
expressed by:

R̃icci(X) = Ricci(X) −
α

1 + α
R(X, ξ)ξ −

α

1 + α
Ric(X, ξ)ξ

+
α

1 + α
divξ∇Xξ −

α

1 + α
∇∇Xξξ,

for all vector field X on M.

Theorem 3.7. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If Ric (resp. R̃ic) denote the Ricci curvature of (Mm, g) (resp.,
(Mm, g̃)). Then, we have

R̃ic(X, Y) = Ric(X, Y) −
α

λ
g(R(X, ξ)ξ,Y) +

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)divξ −

α2

λ2 g(∇ξξ, ξ)g(∇Xξ, Y)

+
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(∇Yξ, ξ) −
α

λ
g(∇Xξ,∇Yξ), (3.18)

for all vector fields X and Y on M.

Proof. Given a local orthonormal frame {̃ei}i=1,...,m on (Mm, g̃) defined by (3.13). Then, we have

R̃ic(X, Y) = g̃(R̃icci(X), Y)

= g(R̃icci(X), Y) + αg(R̃icci(X), ξ)g(Y, ξ). (3.19)

From the formula (3.14), with direct calculation we get:

g(R̃icci(X), Y) = Ric(X, Y) −
α

λ
g(R(X, ξ)ξ,Y) +

α

λ
g(∇Xξ, Y)divξ −

α2

λ2 g(∇ξξ, ξ)g(∇Xξ, Y) −
α

λ
Ric(X, ξ)g(Y, ξ)

−
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(Y, ξ)divξ +
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ,∇ξξ)g(Y, ξ) +
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(∇Yξ, ξ)

−
α

λ
g(∇Xξ,∇Yξ), (3.20)

αg(R̃icci(X), ξ)g(Y, ξ) = αRic(X, ξ)g(Y, ξ) +
α2

λ
g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(Y, ξ)divξ −

α(λ − 1)
λ

Ric(X, ξ)g(Y, ξ)

−
α2

λ2 g(∇Xξ,∇ξξ)g(Y, ξ) −
α2(λ − 1)
λ2 g(∇Xξ, ξ)g(Y, ξ)divξ. (3.21)

Substituting (3.20) and (3.21) into (3.19), we find (3.18). □

Corollary 3.8. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If ξ is unit vector field, then the Ricci curvature R̃ic of (Mm, g̃)
is expressed by:

R̃ic(X, Y) = Ric(X, Y) −
α

1 + α
g(R(X, ξ)ξ,Y) +

α

1 + α
g(∇Xξ, Y)divξ −

α

1 + α
g(∇Xξ,∇Yξ),

for all vector fields X and Y on M.
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Theorem 3.9. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If σ (resp., σ̃) denote the scalar curvature of (Mm, g) (resp.,
(Mm, g̃)). Then, we have

σ̃ = σ −
2α
λ

Ric(ξ, ξ) +
α

λ
(divξ)2 −

2α2

λ2 g(∇ξξ, ξ)divξ +
2α2

λ2 |∇ξξ|
2 −
α

λ
|∇ξ|2.

Proof. Given a local orthonormal frame {̃ei}i=1,...,m on (Mm, g̃) defined by (3.13). Then, we have

σ̃ =

m∑
i=1

R̃ic(̃ei, ẽi)

=

m−1∑
i=1

R̃ic(ei, ei) +
α

λ(λ − 1)
R̃ic(ξ, ξ). (3.22)

From the formula (3.18) and direct calculation we get,

m−1∑
i=1

R̃ic(ei, ei) =
m−1∑
i=1

(
Ric(ei, ei) −

α

λ
g(R(ei, ξ)ξ, ei) +

α

λ
divξg(∇eiξ, ei) −

α2

λ2 g(∇ξξ, ξ)g(∇eiξ, ei)

+
α2

λ2 g(∇eiξ, ξ)g(∇eiξ, ξ) −
α

λ
g(∇eiξ,∇eiξ)

)
= σ −

α(2λ − 1)
λ(λ − 1)

Ric(ξ, ξ) −
α2(2λ − 1)
λ2(λ − 1)

g(∇ξξ, ξ)divξ +
α

λ
(divξ)2

+
α2(2λ − 1)
λ2(λ − 1)

|∇ξξ|
2 −
α

λ
|∇ξ|2, (3.23)

α

λ(λ − 1)
R̃ic(ξ, ξ) =

α

λ(λ − 1)
Ric(ξ, ξ) +

α2

λ2(λ − 1)
divξg(∇ξξ, ξ) −

α2

λ2(λ − 1)
g(∇ξξ,∇ξξ). (3.24)

By substituting (3.23) and (3.24) into (3.22), the proof is complete. □

Corollary 3.10. Given a Riemannian manifold (Mm, g). If ξ is unit vector field, then the scalar curvature σ̃ of (Mm, g̃)
is expressed by:

σ̃ = σ −
2α

1 + α
Ric(ξ, ξ) +

α

1 + α
(divξ)2 −

α

1 + α
|∇ξ|2.

In the following, we study the harmonicity and biharmonicity of a mapping between Riemannian manifolds, one of
which is endowed with a Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation of the metric of this manifold.

4. Harmonicity Concerning the Cheeger-Gromoll Type Deformation of the StartingMetric or the Arrival
Metric

4.1. Harmonicity of the Map ϕ : (Mm, g̃)→ (Nn, h).
We study the harmonicity of the smooth map ϕ : (Mm, g̃)→ (Nn, h), where g̃ is the Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation
of metric g and ∇̃ its Levi-Civita connection.

Theorem 4.1. The map ϕ : (Mm, g̃)→ (Nn, h) is harmonic if and only if

τ(ϕ) =
α

λ

(
divξ −

α

λ
g(∇ξξ, ξ)

)
dϕ(ξ) +

α

λ
∇dϕ(ξ, ξ),

where τ(ϕ) is the tension field of ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h).

Proof. Given a local orthonormal frame {̃ei}i=1,...,m on (Mm, g̃) defined by (3.13). We compute the tension field τ̃(ϕ) of
the map ϕ : (Mm, g̃)→ (Nn, h).

τ̃(ϕ) =
m∑

i=1

(
∇
ϕ

ẽi
dϕ(̃ei) − dϕ(∇̃ẽi ẽi)

)
,
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where ∇ϕ is the pull-back connection induced by ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h).
Using (2.3) and direct calculations, we obtain

τ̃(ϕ) =
m∑

i=1

(
∇
ϕ
ei dϕ(ei) − dϕ(∇̃ei ei)

)
−

(
∇
ϕ
em dϕ(em) − dϕ(∇̃em em)

)
+

(
1
√
λ
∇
ϕ
em

1
√
λ

dϕ(em) −
1
√
λ

dϕ(∇̃em

1
√
λ

em)
)

=

m∑
i=1

∇
ϕ
ei dϕ(ei) −

m∑
i=1

dϕ
(
∇ei ei +

α

λ
g(∇eiξ, ei)ξ

)
−
λ − 1
λ

(
∇
ϕ
em dϕ(em) − dϕ

(
∇em em +

α

λ
g(∇emξ, em)ξ

))
= τ(ϕ) −

α

λ
divξdϕ(ξ) −

λ − 1
λ
∇dϕ(em, em) +

α(λ − 1)
λ2 g(∇emξ, em)dϕ(ξ)

= τ(ϕ) −
α

λ
divξdϕ(ξ) −

α

λ
∇dϕ(ξ, ξ) +

α2

λ2 g(∇ξξ, ξ)dϕ(ξ).

Hence,

τ̃(ϕ) = τ(ϕ) −
α

λ

(
divξ −

α

λ
g(∇ξξ, ξ)

)
dϕ(ξ) −

α

λ
∇dϕ(ξ, ξ). (4.1)

By setting (4.1) equal to zero, the proof is complete. □

As a direct consequence of (4.1), we find that the tension field of the identity map I : (Mm, g̃) → (Mm, g) is given
by:

τ̃(I) = −
α

λ

(
divξ −

α

λ
g(∇ξξ, ξ)

)
ξ.

Corollary 4.2. The identity map I : (Mm, g̃)→ (Mm, g) is harmonic if and only if

divξ =
α

λ
g(∇ξξ, ξ).

4.2. Harmonicity of the Map ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h̃).
We study the harmonicity of the smooth map ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h̃), where h̃ is the Cheeger-Gromoll type deformation
of metric h and ∇̃ its Levi-Civita connection.

Theorem 4.3. The map ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h̃) is harmonic if and only if

τ(ϕ) = −
α

λ
Trgh(∇N

dϕ(∗)ξ, dϕ(∗))ξ ◦ ϕ,

where τ(ϕ) is the tension field of ϕ : (Mm, g)→ (Nn, h).

Proof. Let {ei}i=1,··· ,m be a local orthonormal frame on (Mm, g), we calculate the tension field τ̃(ϕ) of the map ϕ :
(Mm, g)→ (Nn, h̃).

τ̃(ϕ) =
m∑

i=1

(
∇̃
ϕ
ei dϕ(ei) − dϕ(∇ei ei)

)
=

m∑
i=1

(
∇̃N

dϕ(ei)dϕ(ei) − dϕ(∇ei ei)
)

=

m∑
i=1

(
∇N

dϕ(ei)dϕ(ei) +
α

λ
h(∇N

dϕ(ei)ξ, dϕ(ei))ξ ◦ ϕ − dϕ(∇ei ei)
)

=

m∑
i=1

(
∇
ϕ
ei dϕ(ei) − dϕ(∇ei ei) +

α

λ
h(∇N

dϕ(ei)ξ, dϕ(ei))ξ ◦ ϕ
)
.

Hence,

τ̃(ϕ) = τ(ϕ) +
α

λ
Trgh(∇N

dϕ(∗)ξ, dϕ(∗))ξ ◦ ϕ. (4.2)

By setting (4.2) equal to zero, the proof is complete. □
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As a direct consequence of (4.2), we find that the tension field of the identity map I : (Mm, g̃) → (Mm, g) is given
by:

τ̃(I) =
α

λ
(divξ)ξ. (4.3)

Corollary 4.4. The identity map I : (Mm, g)→ (Mm, g̃) is harmonic if and only if

divξ = 0.

5. The Biharmonicity of the IdentityMap

In the following, we consider ξ is a unit vector field.

5.1. The Biharmonicity of the Identity map I : (Mm, g̃)→ (Mm, g).

Theorem 5.1. The identity map I : (Mm, g̃)→ (Mm, g) is a biharmonic if and only if

divξ∆̄ξ = divξRicci(ξ) + ∆(divξ)ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ −
α

1 + α
(1
2
ξ(divξ)2ξ + ξξ(divξ)

)
ξ.

Proof. Let {̃ei}i=1,...,m be a local orthonormal frame on (Mm, g̃) defined by (3.13). The bitension field of the identity map
I : (Mm, g̃)→ (Mm, g) is given by:

τ̃2(I) = ∆I τ̃(I) − Trg̃R(̃τ(I), dI)dI. (5.1)

From (4.1), we have

τ̃(I) = −
α

1 + α
(divξ)ξ.

First we calculate ∆I τ̃(I), so using the Theorem 2.2, we find

∆I τ̃(I) =
α

1 + α

m∑
i=1

(
∇ẽi∇ẽi ((divξ)ξ) − ∇

∇̃ẽi ẽi
((divξ)ξ)

)
=
α

1 + α
(
∆(divξ)ξ − divξ∆̄ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ

)
−

α2

(1 + α)2

(1
2
ξ(divξ)2 + ξξ(divξ)

)
ξ. (5.2)

We also find,

−Trg̃R(̃τ(I), dI)dI =
α

1 + α
divξ

m∑
i=1

R(ξ, ẽi )̃ei

=
α

1 + α
divξRicci(ξ). (5.3)

Substituting (5.2) and (5.3) into (5.1), we obtain

τ̃2(I) =
α

1 + α
(
divξRicci(ξ) + ∆(divξ)ξ − divξ∆̄ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ

)
−

α2

(1 + α)2

(1
2
ξ(divξ)2ξ + ξξ(divξ)

)
ξ. (5.4)

Finally, the proof is complete by setting (5.4) equal to zero. □

Theorem 5.2. If divξ is a non null constant on M, then the identity map I : (Mm, g̃)→ (Mm, g) is a proper biharmonic
if and only if

∆̄ξ = Ricci(ξ).
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5.2. The Biharmonicity of the Identity Map I : (Mm, g)→ (Mm, g̃).

Theorem 5.3. The identity map I : (Mm, g)→ (Mm, g̃) is a biharmonic if and only if

divξ∆̄ξ = divξRicci(ξ) + ∆(divξ)ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ −
α

1 + α
divξ

(
Ric(ξ, ξ) − |∇ξ|2

)
ξ.

Proof. Let {ei}i=1,··· ,m be a local orthonormal frame on (Mm, g). The bitension field of the identity map I : (Mm, g) →
(Mm, g̃) is given by:

τ̃2(I) = ∆̃I τ̃(I) − TrgR̃(τ(I), dI)dI. (5.5)

From (4.3), we have

τ̃(I) =
α

1 + α
(divξ)ξ.

With similar calculations as before, we find

∆̃Iτ(I) =
−α

1 + α

m∑
i=1

(
∇̃ei ∇̃ei ((divξ)ξ) − ∇̃∇ei ei ((divξ)ξ)

)
=
−α

1 + α
(
∆(divξ)ξ − divξ∆̄ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ

)
−

α2

(1 + α)2 divξ|∇ξ|2ξ (5.6)

and

−TrgR̃(̃τ(I), dI)dI =
−α

1 + α
divξ

m∑
i=1

R̃(ξ, ei)ei

=
−α

1 + α
divξRicci(ξ) +

α2

(1 + α)2 divξRic(ξ, ξ)ξ. (5.7)

Substituting (5.6) and (5.7) into (5.5), we find

τ̃2(I) =
−α

1 + α
(
divξRicci(ξ) + ∆(divξ)ξ − divξ∆̄ξ + 2∇grad(divξ)ξ

)
+

α2

(1 + α)2 divξ
(
Ric(ξ, ξ) − |∇ξ|2

)
ξ. (5.8)

Finally, the proof is complete by setting (5.8) equal to zero. □

Theorem 5.4. If divξ is a non null constant on M, then the identity map I : (Mm, g)→ (Mm, g̃) is a proper biharmonic
if and only if

∆̄ξ = Ricci(ξ) −
α

1 + α
(
Ric(ξ, ξ) − |∇ξ|2

)
ξ.
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