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Topakli Hoytlik (1969-1972) Appliqué Animal Head Ceramics
Topakli Héoytik (1969-1972) Aplike Hayvan Basli Seramikler

Emine KOKER GOKCE*

Abstract: During excavations at Topakli Hoytlik
between 1969 and 1972, appliqué animal-head
ceramics were unearthed at various levels.
These ceramics include round-mouthed jugs,
pots, and bath vessels. Compared to similar
ones, a spool was added to the handle of the
round-mouthed jug, which dates back to 10-9t
BCE, and an animal head shape was given to it.
This animal head-shaped protrusion is
highlighted with paint. In the Late Iron Age,
appliqué animal heads were added to the rim of
pot and bath vessels. The horizontal handles of
other ceramics recovered from the layer dating
to the same period are in the shape of animal
heads. In these ceramics recovered from the
Iron Age layers of Topakhi Hoyiik, appliqué
animal heads appear on the ceramics as handles
and on the rim after the spool protrusion on the
handles in the early examples. We can also see
such use of appliqué animal heads in Topakl
Hoyiik in many settlements in the Kizilirmak
Basin. This study examines the changes in
appliqué animal head ceramics during the Iron
Age. The use of appliqué animal heads on
ceramics increased in the Late Iron Age. This
paper discusses this increase in the Late Iron
Age and dwells upon the origin of these
ceramics, which were widely used in the
Kizilirmak Basin.

Keywords: Appliqué Animal Heads ¢ Bull « Ram
¢ Round-mouthed Jug ¢ Pot

s

Oz: Topakli Héyiik'te 1969-1972 yillan ara-
sinda gerceklestirilen kazi ¢alismalar1 sira-
sinda, farkli tabakalarda aplike hayvan bash
seramikler ele ge¢mistir. Bu seramikler ara-
sinda yuvarlak agizli testiler, ¢omlekler ve
banyo kaplar1 yer almaktadir. Benzerleriyle
karsilastirlarak MO 10-9. yiizyila tarihlenen
testinin kulpu iizerine makara eklenerek hay-
van basi formu verilmistir. Bu hayvan basi
seklindeki cikint1 boya ile belirginlestirilmistir.
Ge¢ Demir Cagi’'nda ¢omlekler ve banyo ka-
binin agiz kenarina aplike hayvan baslar ek-
lenmistir. Ayn1 doneme tarihlenen tabakadan
ele gecen diger ¢omleklerin yatay kulplari ise
hayvan basi seklindedir. Topaklh Hoytk'iin
Demir Cag1 tabakalarinda ele gecen bu se-
ramiklerde aplike hayvan baglari, erken
orneklerde kulplarin tizerindeki makara ¢ikin-
tisindan sonra, kulp olarak seramiklerin iize-
rinde ve ag1z kenarinda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Topakhh Hoytlk'teki bu aplike hayvan basi
kullanimin1 Kizilirmak Havzasi'ndaki birgok
yerlesimde de gorilmektedir. Bu calismada,
aplike hayvan bash seramiklerin Demir Cagi
icerisindeki gelisimi ve degisimi ele alinmistir.
Ge¢ Demir Cagi'nda bu tip seramiklerin
kullaniminda belirgin bir artis oldugu gozlen-
menmistir. Bu makale, Ge¢ Demir Cagi'ndaki bu
artis1 tartismakta ve Kizilirmak Havzasi'nda
yaygin olarak kullanilan bu seramiklerin ko-
keni tizerinde durmaktadir.
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Introduction

Topaklh Hoytk is located in the centre of Topakl Village in the Avanos district of
Nevsehir. Excavations were carried out in the mound between 1967 and 1974 under
the direction of L. Polacco (Fig. 1) 1. Byzantine-period architectural structures and tombs
were identified on the surface of the mound?. There are almost no remains from the
Roman Period. As a result of Polacco’s excavations, layers from the Hellenistic Period to
the Early Bronze Age were unearthed.
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Fig. 1 Topakli Hoytlik excavation areas between 1967-1974 (Polacco 1970, Tav. I)

Six different ceramics vessels, either coplete or fragmentary, which were included in
this study, were identified during the excavations carried out at Topakli Hoytik in 1969,
1970, 1971, 1972. Four of these were identified in the Late Iron Age and one in the
Hellenistic Period layer. A round-mouthed jug was recovered from the excavations. The
round-mouthed jug handle is shaped like an animal head. The horizontal handles of the
two vessels are in the shape of animal heads. Animal heads are appliquéd to the mouth

1 Polacco 1970, 7-25; 1971, 27-38; 1972, 187-200; 1973, 31-41; 1974, 159-176.
2 Polacco 1968, 76-84; 1969, 59-61.
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of two ceramics.

In Topakli Hoyiik, appliqué animal head vessels are concentrated at the Late Iron Age
level. This paper seeks answers to questions such as whether appliqué animal heads
were a traditional choice and what caused this diversity in ceramic art observed in the
Late Iron Age.

Topakl Hoyiik Appliqué Animal Head Ceramics

In this study, a total of six different ceramics decorated with appliqué animal heads,
identified during the excavations at Topakli Hoytik, will be examined in detail. The
forms in which plastically shaped appliqué animal heads are used vary.

The first of these vessels is a partially preserved round-mouthed jug. This jug was
found during excavations in 19723. The round-mouthed jug featured in fig. 2 has a long
neck and a high single handle that goes from the rim to the shoulder. The spool-like
protrusion at the highest part of the jug's handle is shaped like a bull's head. The closest
similar ones to this jug were found in Porsuk-Zeyve Hoyiik4, Alisar> and Kaman-
Kalehoyiiké. These types of jugs with long necks and flat bodies are considered to be
early examples’. The layer of the Alisar jug is not certain. A similar jug was recovered
from Kaman-Kalehoytik I[Id1 (10th centuries BCE) and from Porsuk-Zeyve Hoyiik
Niveau IV. In terms of its round rim, long neck and soft body transition, as well as the
handle and the protrusion on the handle, the Topakli Hoyiik jug can be associated with
these three settlements to the Porsuk-Zeyve Hoytlk8, Alisar® and Kaman-Kalehoyiik
(IId1-3)10 examples.

Fig. 2 Topakli Hoyilik Round-Mouthed Jug

The Topakli Hoyiik jug is decorated with cross-hatching and zigzag motifs in greyish
brown paint on a beige slip. In terms of decoration, the Topakli Hoytlik sample can be
associated with Alisar!!, Gordion!? for the zigzag on the neck, and Porsuk-Zeyve

3 Museum Inventory No: 1116.

4 Dupre 1981, PL. 51: 51.

5 Osten 1937a, P1. VIII: b 585.

6 Matsumuro 2005, Taf. 102: KL87-362.

7 Bossert 2000, 89.

8 Dupre 1981, PIL 51.

9 Osten 1937a, P1. VIII: d 701,d 1035, d 2001.

10 Matsumura 2005, Taf. 102: KL87-362, KL. 90-2004, KL88-1010, KL90-2012.
11 Osten 1937a, Fig.441: 5PL VIII: e 2306, c 2692.

12 Sams 1994, P1. 52: 613.
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Hoytik13 for the cross-hatching on the body. At Kaman-Kalehdytik, at the end of the 1Id1
Early Iron Age, the bowls, kraters and cups are decorated with a net motif!*. A cross-
hatching as preferred on a similar pitcher in Kaman-Kalehoytik. A pitcher decorated
with the same motif was unearthed in Kaman-Kalehoyiik at level IIc3 (dated to the
beginning of the Middle Iron Age) 15. The Topakli Hoyiik jug was not recovered from a
specific layer. In terms of form and decoration, the 10th-9th BCE centuries range can be
suggested for the Topakli Hoytik jug.

Various opinions have been put forward about round-mouthed jugs. E. Akurgal
stated that this group of vessels, which he called Phrygian jugs, were influenced by
Greek Late Geometric forms and were included among the Phrygian vessels starting
from the late 8th century BCE?®. ]. N. Coldstream also connects it to Greek culturel’. G.
K. Sams, on the other hand, points to single-handled vases unearthed in
Macedonia/Vardina as the origin of this form encountered in Greek and Phrygian
cultures?8, V. Ozkaya, on the other hand, opposes Sams' suggestions and states that
these jugs are specific to the region in Macedonia/Vardinal®. Another view of Sams is
that this form was carried to the Greeks by the transfer of Phrygian metal vessels?20.
Ozkaya considers this form to be the invention of Gordion masters2.. E.M. Bossert states
that this type of vessel forms emerged in the south of Kizilirmak, pointing to Kaman-
Kalehoyiik, Alisar and Kululu?2. When we look at the settlements where these early
examples were found, we see them as the form of the Kizilirmak Basin.

Fig. 3 Topakli Hoytik Pot

During the 1971 excavations at Topakli Hoytik, a pot was unearthed in sector II, N-R
layer (8.05/8.88 m) (Fig. 3)23. The pot in fig. 3 has a rim projecting outwards, a round
body, a flat bottom, and three stylized bullhead-shaped appliqués on the rim. The clay

13 Dupre 1981, PL. 51: 51.

14 Matsumura 2005, Taf. 72: KL89-P94, 93: KI193-2034, KI93-M183, KL93-P13, 102: KL90-P144,
KL90-P171.

15 Matsumura 2005, Taf. 144: KL-P88.

16 Akurgal 1955, 43.

17 Coldstream 1968, 23, 47, P1. 8 f-g, 9e.

18 Sams 1971, 325, 355.

19 (zkaya 1995, 84.

20 Sams 1971, 355.

21 Ozkaya 1995, 84.

22 Bossert 2000, 89.

23 Museum Inventory No: 931.
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and lining colour of the pot is grey. It has a metallic cauldron appearance due to its
polished and micaceous surface?*. In Masat Hoyiik, this type was defined as ceramic and
was divided into two groups?5. T. Ozgiic stated that while this type of ceramic was not
found in the building level III, they appeared in the building level Il and their numbers
increased in the first building level. This type of pot was used between the end of the
7th century and the mid-4th century BCEZ26. A similar example from Topakli Hoytik is
dated to the last phase (late 6th century - early 5th century BCE) of the building found
in Masat Hoylik, level 1127. A similar form was evaluated under the title of ceramic in
Elbistan-Karahoytik?28. The rims of these pots are thick and everted, and their handles
are placed either above or just below the rim. It has been stated that the spool-shaped
handles of these pot, which are found in small numbers in Alisar, are different from
those found in Elbistan-Karahdytik2°. This type of ceramic in Alisar was dated to the
second half of the 1st millennium BCE3?, Similar examples of the Topakli Hoyiik ceramic
with a round body, handles and gray lining vary in Gordion and Tumuli3!. It has been
stated that this type of vessels is very common in layers [1a6-1Ic1 in Kaman-Kalehoyiik32.
Apart from these settlements, ceramic in a similar form was unearthed in Bogazkoy?33,
Pazarli34, Alaca Hoyiik35 and Kiiltepe3®.

Polacco reports that this pot was recovered from the Middle Iron Age and Late Iron
Age3’. Due to similar forms and code, the ca featured in fig. 3 can be dated to the 7th
century BCE. From these data, it is understood that this type of ceramic was widely used
in the settlements in the Kizilirmak Basin and its surroundings during the Late Iron Age.

Fig. 4 Topakli Hoyiik Jar

24 Four complete grey-paste and undercoated ceramics were recovered from the Iron Age layers at
Topakli Hoytik. Since they are few in number among other ware groups, it is thought that the grey-
paste ceramics were imported.

25 Ozgii¢ 1982, 59.

26 Ozgiic 1982, 59.

27 Ozgiic 1982, Sek. -Fig. 143.

28 Ozgiic 1949, 28, Lev. XV: 1-3, XVIII:3, XXV: 1, XXVI:1, XXVII:1-2.

29 Osten 1937a, PL. XI: a 1058; OZgii(; 1949, 28.

30 Osten 1937b, Fig. 72: 9-16.

31 Kohler 1995, Fig. 80, Fig.46: A-B; Fig. 68: a-e, 69: a-c.

32 Matsumura 2005, 369.

33 Bossert 2000, 58, Taf. 30: 273-279.

34 Kosay 1941, Lev. XVIII, 6601; XIX, P 6600 and XLVI, p. T. 321.

35 Kosay 1938, Lev. V: 14.

36 Ozgii¢c 1971, Fig. 29.

37 Polacco 1973, 173, Fig. 4.
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Other ceramic was unearthed from the excavations in Topakli Hoytik in 197438, This
jar has a protruding rim, a long and round body, a flat bottom and two horizontal
handles (Fig. 4). The handles, applied to the upper body are shaped like ram heads. The
closest similarity to the jar shown in fig. 4 was unearthed in Oluz Hoytik. The example
from Oluz Hoylik was identified as a jar due to its shallow form and was recovered from
the 2nd architectural layer3°. A creamy beige slip was applied between the two handles
of the Topakli Hoyiik jar, and its outer contours were highlighted with red paint.
Prepared using the panel technique*?, this area was divided into two and filled with red
and black zigzags*!. The rim is decorated with a painted and blank butterfly*2 motif. The
jar in fig. 4 is dated to the Late Iron Age due to its form and panel technique.

Fig. 5 Topakli Hoyiik Jar
Another jar with appliqué animal heads was recovered from sector II, layer I (6.70
/6.90 m) in 1970 (Fig. 5)*. This jar, featured in fig. 5, has a wide everted rim, a round
upper body and a flat bottom. The body narrows towards the lower part, forming a
conical shape as it bends inward. There are two ram/mountain goat-shaped* appliqué
handles on the body of this vessel on either side. The closest similar form to this form

38 Museum Inventory No: 1166.

39 Saba 2022, pic. 83, illust. 35.

40 This technique, in which the narrow area between the upper half of the body and the shoulder of
the vessels is coated with white/cream colour and decorations are made on it, is called the panel
technique. Mostly, the surface of the jugs and kraters is decorated with geometric, animal and
stylized plant motifs with this technique. It is known that the frame created with beige/cream
coloured paint is mostly formed with red, brown or black coloured paint in the centre, and the
inside of this frame is decorated with various motifs. Therefore, when it is called the panel
technique, it refers to areas bordered with various coloured paint as well as the beige cream-
coated frame.

41 This motif decorated the ceramics on horizontal metopes in many settlements during the Middle-
Late Iron Age (Osten 193743, Fig. 419: e 1078; Bayburtluoglu 1979, Res. 9; Ozgﬁ(; 1982, Fig. H: 20,
K: 10, I: 5,15; Sams 1994, Fig. 29: 804: P1. 139: 967, 159: 1050, Pl. 167: 1035; Genz 2004, Taf. 45:
3,51: 6,66: 10, 67: 6-7,9).

42 Sams states that this motif was decorated on the handles of the kraters as in the Alisar IV ceramic
tradition, but that it was also seen inside the metopes in a later period. Sams states that this motif
was widespread in the Kizilirmak Basin and that Gordion was influenced by this (Sams 1994, 152-
153).

4 Museum Inventory No: 866.

# These animal heads, which we call rams, were interpreted as mountain goats by Dénmez (Dénmez
2010, 41, Mlustr. 14, Pic. 49a-c).
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was found in Candir®. The jar, defined as rectangular, has sharper corners than the
Topakli sample. There are ram heads carved in the same way on the two handles on it.

Fig. 6 Topakli Hdyiik Bathing Vessel

Another ceramic with an appliqué animal head was found in sector II, layer H (6.30
m) in 1969 (Fig. 6)*. The rim of the vessel in fig. 6 has been thickened as a strip on the
outside and ram's head reliefs have been added to each corner. No traces of paint
decoration were found on it. Polacco considers this ceramic with brown paste and slip
as an advanced form of Phrygian vessel and states that it was obtained from a megaron
type building phase*’. A similar rectangular vessel was found at Masat Hoyiik and was
identified as a bath vessel. There is a relief-shaped disc in each of the four corners of the
Masat Hoytik bath vessel*. This ceramic is dated to the last phase of the building level I
of Masat Hoyiik (before 300 BCE). A similar type of ceramic was described as "a
rectangular vessel" in Alisar. A rectangular vessel with an open, funnel-shaped bottom
was found in a bothros from the Hellenistic Period®. It is stated that there are ram heads
in relief at the corners of the vessel*. A similar bath vessel with a lion head relief was
unearthed from bothros in Elbistan/Karahoyiik>!. It was stated that this ceramic, which
was evaluated between the second half of the 1st millennium BC, had various paint
decorations on it. A similar form with a bull relief in the corner was unearthed in
Eskiyapar in the late phase>2.

The ceramic in fig. 6 has similar features to the Alisar, Masat Hoylik,
Elbistan/Karahoyiik and Eskiyapar vessels in terms of their rectangular shape, size and
the addition of appliqué animal heads in the corners. We think that these vessels became
widespread in the Kizilirmak Basin during the Late Iron Age and continued to be used
in the Hellenistic Period. The Topakli Hoytlik bath bowl is dated to the 5th century BC
due to the layer in which it was found.

4 Osten 1937, 36, Fig. 56.

4 Museum Inventory No: 839

47 Polacco 1974, 149, Fig. 7.

4 Ozgiic 1982, 62, Lev. 78: 4a-b, Fig. 150.
4 Osten 1937b, 52, Fig. 55: e 1356.

50 Osten 1937, 21, 36, Fig. 55: e 1356

31 Ozgii(,‘ 1949, 21, 26, Lev. XII: 1-3.

52 Bayburtluoglu 1976, 298-299, Pic. 21.
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Fig. 7 Topakli Hoyiik Ceramic Piece

During the 1971 excavations in Topakli Hoytik, a ceramic sherd with a ram's head
relief was identified from the stratigraphy pit A3b (Hellenistic Period) level (Fig. 7). On
the piece in (Fig. 7), the head is long and the eyes are almond-shaped, and the sizes of
the eyes are different. The tip of one of the horns and the entirety of the other are
missing.

General Data on Appliqué Animal Heads

Some ceramics from the Iron Age in the Kizilirmak Basin are decorated with animal
heads with plastic appliqués/attachments. These plastic appliqués /add-ons appear as
various animal heads such as bull, ram, bird, siren.

For the appliqué animal heads, Ozgii¢ stated that they were a continuation of the
Hittite tradition, which was very common in the first half of the Il millennium BCE>4. He
stated that appliqué animal heads are most commonly seen in the section where the
handles are attached to the rim of the vessel55. As Ozgiic stated, we can see the appliqué
animal heads on Hittite Imperial Period vessels on ceramics unearthed in settlements
such as Masat Hoyiik>¢, Elbistan/Karahoyiik>’, Porsuk-Zeyve Hoyiik>® and Alisar>°. In
addition to appliqué animal heads, spool handles were also preferred in Alisar during

53 A similar example to the one presented in Fig. 7 was also found during the Nevsehir Survey.
However, it was not discussed in detail due to its nature as a surface find (Tiirker 20144, Res. 11).

54 Ozgii¢ 1982, 63; Kulakoglu 2018, Fig. 18-20; Schachner 2019, Fig. 11, 14.

55 The use of applique animal heads on ceramics in the region dates back to the Chalcolithic Age
(Demirtas 2019, 83-116).

56 Ozgii¢c 1982, Lev.-PL. 87: 1-2.

57 Ozgii¢ 1949, Lev. XLVII: 6.

58 Dupre 1981, PL. 40: 240.

59 Osten 193743, Fig. 158-161.
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the Hittite Imperial Period®°.

These appliqué animal heads, known from the Hittites, continued in the Early Iron
Age. The handles on Biiyiikkaya Early Iron Age vessels are carved in the form of spools®!.
The narrow neck of the beaked jug from Biiyiikkaya is decorated with an appliqué
animal head®2. Bossert states that the spools were used as stylized bull/animal reliefs
and that these spool handles are typical for kraters®3. He stated that there was this type
of relief in a monochrome krater in Bogazkdy. These plastic additions, spool shapes on
the upper corners of the handles of kraters, jars and jug in the Early-Middle Iron Age,
look like animal heads from the side®*.

Animal heads such as horses, bulls and rams were embroidered in Bogazkoy®>. These
are dated to between 760-500 BCE®¢. Animal heads were used in Alisar from the 4aM
layer until the Roman Period®’. Appliqué animals were used on the rim of ceramics in
Kusakli during the Late Iron Age®8. It was made as an appliqué with a bull's head on the
pithos in the Porsuk-Zeyve Hoyiik Niveau Il layer®®. The rim of the MM7? metal cauldron
in Tumulus W71 in Gordion is decorated with bull heads?2. The spools vary in Tumulus
MM?73. These Tumuli date back to the late 8th century BCE74 The rim of five vessel
fragments from the bothros of Oluz Hoyiik 2B layer (450-300 BCE) is decorated with an
appliqué bull head relief7s.

Appliqué animal heads found in many settlements in the Kizilirmak Basin offer
diversity, as shown in fig. 8. Side view of the spool on the handle dating back to the
Middle Iron Age in Biiyiikkaya is in the shape of an animal head, as seen in fig. 8. By the
Late Iron Age, spools were appliquéd on the rims of ceramics in the form of animal
heads, or animal heads were appliquéd in the form of handles. In Masat Hoylik, the spool
on the handle is in the form of stylized animal heads’¢. The details of the bull appliquéd

60 Osten 19374, Fig. 218: 31-34.

61 Genz 2004, Taf. 36: 8.

62 Genz 2004, Taf. 35: 10.

63 Bossert 2000, 136.

64 Osten 1937a, PL VIII, X, XI; Sams, 1994, P1. 73, 84, 86-87, 92,94, 97, 109; Matsumura 2005, Taf. 144:
KL88-P211, KL89-P18.

65 Bossert 2000, 138.

66 Bossert 2000, 138, Taf. 33: 306, 136: 1192,1189, 1184, 1191, 1188, 1187.

67 Schmidt 1933, 61, Fig. 84; Osten & Schmidt 1932, Fig. 33; Osten 1937a, 410. 414, Fig. 442: 4, 443:
6-8,475, P1. XI: a 1059.
68 Powroznik 2010, Taf. 172.

69 Dupre 1981, PI. 89: 231.

70 Young 1981, PL. 50: A-C.

71Young 1981, PIL. 87: A-D.

72 The cauldrons found in the Gordion Tumulus have sirens and demon heads as additions. These
sirens are associated with Late Hittite art (Young 1981, Pl. 51-57; Kohler &dusinberre 2023, PIl.
460).

73 Young 1981, Fig. 80.

74Young 1981, 269-272; Kohler & Dusinberre 2023, P1. 231-235.

75 Donmez 2017, 121, Fig. 519-521.

76 Ozgiic 1982, 63, Lev. 80: 5; Fig. M: 34.
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on the neck of the krater in Kayseri are decorated with paint’’. A bullhead was
plastically appliquéd to the mouth of the Alaca Hoyiik Late Iron Age ceramic and the
details of the bull were decorated with paint’8. In Calapverdi, the handle is shaped like
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Fig. 8 Use of appliqué animal heads, Biiyiikkaya (Genz 2004, Fig. 73: 9), Masat Hoyiik (Ozgii¢ 1982,
a- Sek.-Fig. 139, b-Sek.-Fig. 143, c- Lev. 80: 5; Sek. M: 34), Kiiltepe (De Genouillac 1926, Taf. 38:
137; Bossert 2000, Abb. 40), Alaca Hoytik (Kosay 1938, L. V: 12), Kaman-Kalehoytlik (Matsumura
2005, 281, Taf. 275: KL 93-2005, Taf. 81: KL90-M341)

an animal head from the side??. Ceramics with ram-shaped handles were found on two
different vessels in Kaman-Kalehoytik80.

The earliest example of appliqué animal heads from Topakli Hoytik is the spool
protrusion at the top of the pitcher handle, dating back to 10-9 BCE (Fig. 9a). The
appliqué animal head appears in the form of a stylized bull head attached to the mouth
of a pot in the 7th century BCE (Fig. 9b). Dated to the Late Iron Age, the handles of the
other ceramics given in Fig.9c-d are in the shape of stylized animal heads. The other
ceramic in fig. 9e from the Late Iron Age is an appliqué ram's head attached to the mouth
of the ceramic. The piece recovered from the Hellenistic layer in Fig.9f was also attached

77 De Genouillac 1926, Taf. 38: 137; Bossert 2000, 136, Abb. 40.

78 Kosay 1938, 8, L. V: 12.

79 Ozgii¢c 1971, 69, Fig. 167.

80 Matsumura 2005, 281, Taf. 275: KL 93-2005, Taf. 81: KL90-M341.
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to the mouth part. From all these data, it can be seen that animal heads were processed
in a stylized manner until the end of the Late Iron Age in Topakli Hoylik. We can also
follow this pattern of decoration from the Kizilirmak Basin settlements listed above.

Appliqué animal heads are also

known on Urartian vessels in Eastern
@ Anatolia from settlements such as
Altintepe®! and Cavustepe®2. These

; b c vessels unearthed in Urartu are
considered to be imitations of metal
vessels, and it has been stated that

— terracotta ones are encountered in
K@\)\ o rare numbers83,
lo.|f
(<]
d f

Fig. 9 Topakli Hoyiik Appliqué Animal Heads

Conclusion

The spool/protrusion on the upper part of the Early and Middle Iron Age krater handles
in the Kizilirmak Basin is in the shape of an animal head. In the Late Iron Age, appliquéd
animal heads and the forms in which they were applied diversified and the handles
turned into animal head shapes. What is the reason for this change in the Late Iron Age?
Research conducted in mounds and urbanized settlements in Central Anatolia cannot
yet shed sufficient light on the political, economic and social situation of the Late Iron
Age. When we look at the cities of the Kizilirmak Basin in the Late Iron Age, it is seen
that their population increased during this period*. The population may have increased
as different groups of people came together in the region. These innovations in the Late
Iron Age may be related to new peoples.

A. Schachner considers the similarity of the defence system, architectural structures,
ceramic forms and monuments of Bogazkdy (BK I) and Kerkenes Dag during the Late
Iron Age as evidence of unity between these regions8>. He states that this unity
developed within the Kizilirmak Basin. As Schachner mentioned, appliquéd animal head
ceramics were encountered in almost every settlement in the Kizilirmak Basin during
the Late Iron Age. This shows that the workshops in the region follow each other.

81 Korucu 2012, 447, Lev. 58/1, Fig: 38.

82 Cavusoglu & Biber 2021, Fig. 3-6.

83 Cavusoglu & Biber 2021, 203-209.

84 Turker 2014b, 124; Schachner 2019, 259.
85 Schachner 2019, 257.
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Fig. 10 Topakli Hoyiik Appliqued Animal Head Ceramics and similar ones
found in the Kizilirmak Basin

The pot shown in Topakli Hoyiik (Fig. 3) seems like a copy of the metal cauldrons
found in the Gordion Tumuli. This ceramic with grey paste and slip constitutes an
imported group among the Topakli HoOyiik Iron Age ceramics. This gray ceramic,
identified with the Phrygians, is distinguished from other Topakli Hoytik ceramics by its
spool-shaped stylized appliqué bullhead. It is thought that the ceramic type in (Fig. 3) is
the product of Gordion workshops and influenced the Kizilirmak Basin. Other ceramic
types included in the study are Kizilirmak Basin forms (Fig. 10).

Returning to the question of whether the use of appliqué animal heads is a traditional
choice, it is seen that the use of appliqué animal heads on ceramics continued from the
Hittite Imperial Period to the Hellenistic Period8® with minor changes. This shows that

86 [t was mentioned above that it was used in the Hellenistic Period in Kaman-Kalehoyiik. In addition
to Kaman-Kalehoyiik, an applique animal head was found in the Hellenistic Period layer in



Topakli Hoytik (1969-1972) Appliqué Animal Head Ceramics 43

the use of appliqué animal heads in the Kizilirmak Basin has a deep-rooted history in
the region. It is known from our studies on Topakli Hoylik ceramics that some forms
were used for a long time®”. Topakli Hoyiik appliqué animal head ceramics have
different capacities (ranging from 6, 8 and 10 liters) (Fig. 11). It is not known for what

Fig. 11 Approximate Capacities of Topakli Hoyiik Ceramics
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87 At Topakli Hoylik, amphoras and cooking pots with breast appliques were used for a long time.

Koker-Gokee 2023, 121-143; 2024, 53-70.
88 Donmez & Naza-Dénmez 2010, 41, Illustr. 14, Fig. 49a-c.
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CATALOGUE

Cat. No.: 1 (Fig. 2)
Inv. 1116
Form: Round-mouthed jug.

Year and Locus: Obtained from excavation in
1972.

Production Technique: Wheel-made.

Rim Diameter: 9 cm.

Height: 8.8 cm.

Clay Colour: 2.5 YR 6/6 Light Red.

Outer band-paint 2.5 YR 6/6 Light Red.

Inner band-paint 2.5 YR 6/6 Light Red.

Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.
Firing: Medium.

Surface Treatmen: Yes.

Inclusions: Very little fine yellow mica, dense
lime and grit.

Decoration: Beige slip applied, greyish black
paint with zigzag and cross-hatched motifs.

Description: Outward-curved rim, neck and
single-handled round-mouthed jug body piece.
Cat. No.: 3 (Fig. 4)

Inv. 1166

Form: Jar.

Year and Locus: Came from excavation in 1974.
Production Technique: Wheel-made.

Rim Diameter: 5 cm..

Base Diameter: 3.4 cm.

Height: 13.5 cm.

Clay Colour: 2. 5 YR 8/2 Pale Brown.

Outer band-paint 2. 5 YR 8/2 Pale Brown.
Inner band-paint 2. 5 YR 8/2 Pale Brown.

Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.
Firing: Medium.

Surface Treatmen: Yes.

Inclusions: Very little fine mica, coarse lime and
grit.

Decoration: The upper half of the body is

decorated with a zigzag pattern inside the panel
and a butterfly motif on the rim.

Description: A jar with an everted rim, a narrow
neck, a flat bottom and two horizontal handles.

Cat. No.: 2 (Fig. 3)
Inv. 931

Form: Pot.

Year and Locus: 1971 sector 1], level: 8.05/-8.88
m, N-R layer.

Production Technique: Wheel-made.

Rim Diameter: 23 cm.

Base Diameter: 13 cm.

Height: 18.9 cm.

Clay Colour: 2.5 YR 6/1 Gray.

Outer band-paint 2.5 YR 6/1 Gray.

Inner band-paint 2.5 YR 6/1 Gray.

Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.
Firing: Medium.

Surface Treatmen: Yes.

Inclusions: Fine white mica, coarse lime and
grit.

Decoration: None.

Description: A stylized animal head is applied to
the rim of the pot with a flared rim, round body
and flat bottom.

Capacity Calculation: (4)2 x 3.14 x 2 + (7.5)2 x
314 %x2+(10)2x3.14x2+(11)2x3.14x 2 +
(12.8)2x 3.14 x 2+ (13.5)2 x 3.14 x 2 + (13.5)2
x3.14 x 2+ (13.2)2x3.14 x 2=6253.8124 cm3
=6.253812 Litres.

Cat. No.: 4 (Fig. 5)
Inv. 866
Form: Jar.

Year and Locus: 1970, Sector II, level: 6.70/6.90
m, H layer.

Production Technique: Wheel-made.

Rim Diameter: 32.5 cm.

Base Diameter: 13 cm.

Height: 27.5 cm.

Clay Colour: 10 YR 7/3 Very Pale Brown.

Outer band-paint 10 YR 7/3 Very Pale Brown.
Inner band-paint 10 YR 7/3 Very Pale Brown.
Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.

Firing: Medium.
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Capacity Calculation: (6)2 x 3.14 x 3 + (8)2 x
314 x3+(9.5)2x3.14x3+(11)2x3.14x 3 +
(12)2 x 3.14 x 3 + (12)2 x 3.14 x 3 + (13)2 x
3.14 x 3 + (12.5)2 x 3.14 x 3 =8708.79 cm3 =
8.708790 Litres.

Cat. No.: 5 (Fig. 6)
Inv. 839

Form: Bath vessel.

Year and Locus: 1969, Sector I, level: 6.30 m, H
layer.

Making: Wheel-made.

Rim Diameter: 40/36.8 cm.

Base Diameter: 20 cm.

Height: 37.7 cm.

Clay Colour: 5Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Outer band-paint 5 Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Inner band-paint 5 Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.
Firing: Medium.

Surface Treatmen: Yes.

Inclusions: Coarse lime and grit.

Decoration: None.

Description: Rectangular bath container with a
thickened mouth on the outside and ram heads
applied to the corners.

Gloss: Yes
Inclusions: Coarse lime and grit.
Decoration: None.

Description: A wide mouthed, rounded upper
body, flat bottomed and ram's head two
handled jar.

Capacity Calculation: (4.1)2 x 3.14 x 5 + (8.5)2
x3.14 x5+ (13)2 x 3.14 x 5 + (14.2)2 x 3.14
5+ (14.5)2 x 3.14 x 5 = 10518.215 cm3 =
10.51821 Litres.

Cat. No.: 6 (Fig. 7)
Inv. 963
Form: Body fragment.

Year and Locus: 1971, Sector 11, SO plan square
A3blevel.

Production: Wheel-made.

Height: 9.2 cm.

Clay Colour: 5Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Outer band-paint 5 Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Inner band-paint 5 Y 6/4 Light Reddish Brown.
Clay Texture: Porous, hard and tightly textured.
Firing: Medium.

Surface Treatmen: Yes.

Inclusions: Coarse lime and grit.

Decoration: None.

Description: Applique ram's head ceramic
piece.
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