e-ISSN: 2149- 1410

Journal of Gifted Education and Creativity
12(1), 147-150, June 2025

Genc Bilge Publishing Ltd.
(Young Wise) © 2025
gencbilgeyayincilik.com

jgedc.org dergipark.org.tr/jgedc

Book Review

Book review of the differentiated instruction for gifted: instructional strategies,
techniques and curriculum differentiation models

Michael F. Shaughnessy’

Educational Studies, Eastern New Mexico University, United States

Article Info

Abstract

Received: 4 April 2025
Accepted: 26 June 2025
Online: 30 June 2025

Keywords

Gifted education
Differentiated instruction
Hasan Said Tortop

2149-1410/ © 2025 the JGEDC.
Published by Genc Bilge (Young
Wise) Pub. Ltd. This is an open
access article under the

CC BY-NC-ND license

go¢ce

This book provides a comprehensive and practical overview of differentiation strategies specifically
tailored for gifted students. Structured across twelve chapters and an additional appendix, it
systematically explores major theoretical frameworks, models, and instructional approaches in gifted
education. Each chapter opens with a case study to contextualize real-world challenges faced by gifted
learners, emphasizing their social and emotional needs. Key models such as Bloom’s Taxonomy,
Williams Model, Maker’s DISCOVER Model, Kaplan’s Curriculum Strategies, and the Parallel and
Multiple Menu Models are introduced, and University Bridge Curriculum Models (EBCM) (developed
by Tortop (2013, 2015). Notably, the book integrates foundational concepts of curriculum
development, assessment, and interdisciplinary learning, including intradisciplinarity,
multidisciplinarity, and transdisciplinarity. Reflective questions and practical tools like charts,
summaries, and instructional menus enhance its usability for educators. The appendix enriches the
content further with glossaries, IEP examples, and KWL cards. This book is a valuable resource for
educators seeking to understand and apply differentiated instruction to meet the complex needs of
gifted students. Its accessible style, theoretical depth, and pedagogical relevance make it both a

guidebook and a reflective tool for practitioners and scholars in gifted education.
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Increasingly, teachers are asked to provide “differentiation” for some students who may be intellectually gifted or show
signs of high ability, creativity or talent. There is a need for a supplemental text to assist teachers in providing appropriate
instruction for these students. This excellent book delves into the main issues, theories and concerns regarding gifted
education and provides an appropriate nurturing education for them.

The book is well organized and this review will summarize each chapter to give the reader an understanding of the
depth and breadth of differentiating for the gifted. There are twelve chapters and a separate chapter with detailed
additional informtion.

Each chapter begins with a case study that exemplifies the challenges that gifted boys and girls present to teachers and
provides an overview of the issues in an attempt to sensitize the reader to the social and emotional world of gifted
children.

Chapter One provides and overview of gifted students and the construct of “differentiation”. This word has been
bandied about but needs sincere exploration and the author discusses this based on their interests and readiness level and
learning styles and preferences.

Each chapter contains a summary and some reflective evaluation questions as well as some charts, graphs and pictures
to enlighten the reader as to the person who developed each theory that is discussed in each chapter. Key concepts and
the main “road maps” for delivery of instruction are provided.

Assessment and evaluation are covered in chapter two and the author delves into the basic concepts of curriculum
development and principals

An entire chapter is devoted to Benjamin Bloom and his taxonomy of educational Objectives. Some readers may have
some familiarity with this model but it is often good to review and reflect and re-apply some of Bloom’s ideas to specific
gifted students

Chapter four addresses differentiation according to the Williams Model. While not everyone may be familiar with
this model it has substantial research on it and has been applied worldwide in the realm of gifted education. The author
discusses the necessity of the Williams Model and the need to adapt the model to instruction.

“Curriculum Compacting “ is often heard as an approach to gifted and talented education and this leaves teachers
with a semblance of discretion as to how to apply and assess its effectiveness

Chapter six provides an overview of June Maker’s Curriculum Differentiation Strategies. It is important for readers
to be familiar with this model and with the work of June Maker who has been making very valuable contributions to the
field of gifted education. While many of the leaders in the field have sadly passed away, Dr, Maker is still doing research
writing and reviewing the thoughts and theories of others and applying her theories to teachers and students. The
chapter contains recommendations for education and a summary of her work and the DISCOVER Problem Matrix is
also reviewed and discussed in this chapter.

In Chapter 7 Kaplan’s Curriculum Differentiation Strategies are reviewed and the principles of Kaplan’s Curriculum
Differentiation are discussed.  The text discusses both the complexity and depth of this models and reviews the ideas of
achievement in line with this construct of complexity and depth

Chapter 8 provides a very important overview of integration and the various realms that are impacted by this The
following are investigated under the realm of integration: Disciplinarity, Inttradoisciplinarity

Multidisciplinary Transdisciplinary Integration and a review of Paul’s R easoning Components are provided, Richard
Paul was one of the key leaders and theorists in critical thinking and he has now passed but his protégé and colleague,
Linda Elder continues his work.

In chapter 9 the “Parallel Curriculum Model  is discussed again with a case study and a rationale for the design of
this model Three curriculum constructs are reviewed: a) Core Curriculum, b) Connections Curriculum and

Applications and Identify Curriculum. There is a section on designing units that teachers may find helpful
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Chapter ten is the”: Multiple Menu Model” which provides a wide variety of choices and ideas for students and
teachers alike. The chapter provides a “menu of teaching techniques and instructional strategies and an “ artistic
modification Menu

Chapter 11 addresses the EPTS Curriculum model and enlightens the reader as to this model, and its necessity. There
is a Unit development process provided and a concise summary also, and some reflective evaluation questions. These
questions help the reader focus on the implementation and application of said models.

Chapter 12 examines the University Bridge Curriculum Model (EBCM) and while I was not familiar with this model
I did learn a lot about is use with scientific creativity skills, self-regulation skills in Science learning, Thinking Skills,
research Skills and the teaching process.

The appendices contains a glossary of terms, a list of key researchers and IEP examples as well as a KWL (KWL) Card
an approach with which many teachers seem to be enamored.

All in all, this book provides a nice comprehensive review of the issues and approaches to differentiation and also
reviews some of the key people in this field and their contributions. The book is fairly easy to read and provides some
guidance and reflection as to implementation of these various models
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