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Oz: Egitim politikalarinin gesitli ulusal ve uluslariistii faktérlere bagh olarak sorgu-
landigy, elestirildigi ve yeniden bigcimlendirildigi uzun zamandir kabul edilmektedir.
Din egitimi alaninda ise bu harici faktdrler ile din egitimi politikalar: arasindaki ilis-
kiyi incelemek igin karsilastirmali calismalar gerekli oldugu giderek daha fazla iddia
edilmektedir. iste bu tez, ulusal ve uluslariistii faktsrler ve bu faktérlerin din egitimi
politikalari tizerindeki etkileri etrafinda olusan bazi karmasa ve tartismalari irdeleme
amaci ile, cesitli politika aktorleri ile réportajlar yaparak, birbirinden 6nemli dere-
cede farkli olan Tiirkiye ve ingiltere'nin devlet okullarindaki din egitimi politikalarini
karsilagtirmali olarak ortaya koymay1 amaclamaktadir.Tez, harici faktdrlerin politika
aktorlerini kisitlayan ve etkinlestiren bir ortam olusturmak suretiyle din egitimi po-
litikalarini dolayli ve dolaysiz olarak sekillendirdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ancak, tez
aym zamanda din egitimi politikasinin ¢atisma teorisi mercegi ile daha iyi anlasilabi-
lecegini iddia etmektedir, ¢linkii politika aktdrleri harici faktérleri ve bunlarin din
egitimi lizerindeki etkilerini kendi derinden bagl olduklari diinya gériis ve inangla-
rint yansitan bir sekilde farkh ve celiskili sekillerde anlamis ve yorumlamiglardir. Da-
hasi, harici faktdrler ve birbirine rakip olan aktérlerin miicadelesi ortaminda iki til-
kedeki din egitimi su ortak problemler iizerinde birlesmistir: kafa karigiklig1, 6teki-
lestirme, suclamalar ve sonu gelmeyen reform eylemleri ve tartigmalar, Tez, toplum-
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lar arasinda ve toplumlar icinde bulunan gogulculuga karsi daha duyarl hale gelin-
mesine ihtiyag oldugunu ve daha agik ve ¢cogulcu din egitimi politikalarinin gerekli
oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Tezin bulgulari farkli politika aktdrlerinin ulusal ve ulus-
lariistii faktorleri ve bunlarin din egitimi tizerindeki etkilerini nasil gérdiikleri ve yo-
rumladiklar1 hakkinda énemli bilgiler icermektedir. Ayrica tezin bulgulari, cogulcu
toplumlarda dinin egitim sistemi icerisindeki yeri ile ilgili tartismalarla yakindan ala-
kalidir,
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Abstract: It has long been recognised that education policy has been questioned, cri-
tiqued and reformed in response to a variety of national and supranational factors.
In the field of religious education, there has been a growing argument for compara-
tive works to study this relationship between wider factors and religious education
policy. This thesis seeks to present a comparison of religious education policy in state
schools in two strikingly different countries, Turkey and England, by interviewing
various policy actors, to unravel some of the complexities and contestations around
national and supranational factors and their influence on religious education policy.

The thesis reveals that wider factors have explicitly and implicitly shaped religious
education policy by constituting a significant milieu that has constrained and enabled
policy actors. Yet, the thesis also suggests that religious education policy can be bet-
ter understood through a conflict theory lens, because policy actors have responded
to and interpreted wider factors and their influence on religious education policy
widely and contradictorily, reflecting their deeply held worldviews and beliefs. Fur-
thermore, in the context of the collision of wider factors and rival policy actors, reli-
gious education has tended to converge on common problems such as confusion,
marginalisation, accusations and on endless reform actions and discussion. The thesis
suggests that there is a need for sensitising for plurality across and within societies
and a need for more open and plural religious education policies. The findings of this
thesis give insights into how different policy actors view and interpret national and
supranational factors and their influence on religious education policy. The findings
have relevance for debates about the role of religion in education within plural soci-
eties.
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