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New Evidence for the Western Asia Minor Origin of the Macedonian 
Royal Bronze Issue Price P2 from Nif Olympos Excavations  

Abstract: The subject of this article is the Macedonian royal bronze coins which carry the head 

of Herakles on the obverse side and a horseman with the legends ΦΙ ΒΑ on the reverse. These 

coins were minted during the reign of Philip III Arrhidaios, between 323–317 B.C. Although it 

is almost certain that these coins originated in Asia Minor due to the examples found in the 

course of the Sardeis excavations, they are listed under the title of Macedonia in the major coin 

catalogues. Further examples of these coins, which have been evaluated under the title “Uncer-

tain Asia Minor” only in the Winterthur Collection, were found on Mount Nif to the east of 

Izmir. Indeed, one example found in the archaeological excavations of the Necropolis of 

Karamattepe in the south of the mountain and another, found on the surface of Mount Nif and 

transferred to the Izmir Archaeological Museum together with four others in the museum’s col-

lection show these coins are of Asia Minor origin.  

Keywords: Mount Nif; Karamattepe; Ionia; Macedonian kingdom; Alexander III; Philip III; 

Bronze coinage. 

Mount Nif (Olympos) is located within the boundaries of present day Izmir. To the north of the moun-

tain there is Kemalpaşa Plain and to the south is Torbalı Plain, to the west is the city of Izmir and to the 

east is the Karabel Pass which divides Mount Nif from the Boz Mountain.  

After the surface explorations at Mount Nif undertaken in 2004 and 2005,
1
 scientific archeological ex-

cavations under the direction of Prof. Dr. Elif Tül Tulunay began from 2006 in Karamattepe, Ballıca-

oluk, Dağkızılca and Başpınar, lying to the south and south east of the mountain.
2
 

Mount Nif on the route of the roads Sardeis-Smyrna and Sardeis-Ephesos in antiquity played an im-

portant role in the defence of the Ionia region from the Classical Period onwards due to its strategic po-

sition. Numerous lines of defence and forts situated in the mountain were used to protect the route, 

Smyrna and its territory until the end of the Hellenistic period. The fort at Ballıcaoluk which has been 

excavated since 2006 and which overlooks the road to the Karabel Pass and to the Torbalı Plain, was a 

part of this defensive system, as were the other forts on the mountain such as: Adatepe, Akçakaya, Ak-

kaya and Kaynakkale and Belkahve.
3
 

From the masonry technique of the fort of Ballıcaoluk, which was seemingly used as a garrison from 

Late Classical age to the Roman period, it is understood that it was built in 4th century B.C.
4
 The ne-

cropolis of Karamettepe, which faces the fort, must also have served as the necropolis for the garrison 

stationed at Ballıcaoluk as the coins recovered during excavations in Karamattepe reveal the connection 
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between its necropolis and the garrison of Ballıcaoluk. Further, the ceramics, just like coins recovered, 

indicate that this necropolis was in use from the 4th century B.C. to the first half of the 3rd century.
5
  

In Karamattepe necropolis, which seems to have been intensively used during the reigns of Alexander 

III and his successor Philip III, 151 coins, 6 of which are undefined, have been found during the course 

of archaeological excavations conducted between 2006 and 2015. 81 of these coins are autonomous 

coins struck in 24 cities.
6
 64 of these coins are Macedonian royal issues.

7
 

Two Sardeis coins, one of silver, the other bronze, are dated to the reign of Alexandros III. The coins 

dated to the reign of Philippos III are: 2 Sardeis coins (Price 2612), 2 Kyme coins (Price 325),
8
 30 Sar-

deis coins (Price 3158),
9
 19 Kaunos

10
 coins and 6 Asia Minor

11
 coins whose place of minting is uncer-

tain. One of the last two coins (Price P2), currently considered to have been minted in Macedonia forms 

the subject of this article.  

On the obverse of this coin is the head of Herakles, and on the reverse the depiction of a horseman to 

right and the legends ΦΙ / ΒΑ. This coin is attributed to Philippos IV, son of Cassander, by Gaebler.
12

 

Gaebler dates it to 297–296 B.C. Although Price indicates the origin of this coin was almost certainly 

Asia Minor by reporting that 11 of these coins were found during the Sardeis excavations, he evaluated 

these coins under the title of Macedonia.
13

 Price attributes these coins to Philippos III, the successor of 
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Alexandros III and he dates them to 323–317 B.C.
14

 Another two examples of this coinage were pub-

lished in SNG München volume and evaluated under the title of Macedonia, as Price did in his cata-

logue.
15

 We see only in Winterthur collection these coins given as, “Asia Minor Coins whose Minting 

Place is unknown”.
16

 

A similar coin was found by the head of the Forestry, Durmuş Sulu and delivered with other examples, 

collected from the north slope of the mountain, to the Izmir Archaeology Museum in 2000.
17

 

Furthermore, there are four of these coins within the Izmir Archaeology Museum Collection.
18

 On the 

reverse sides of the two of these coins, there are countermarks showing the kerykeion head, just like the 

other examples found in the course of the Mount Nif excavations and also found by Durmuş Sulu on 

Mount Nif.  

Both the Mount Nif finds and the examples in the Izmir Archeology Museum confirm that these coins 

were not minted in Macedonia and that they are of Asia Minor origin. Even though further evidence is 

needed, an attribution to Sardeis should be entertained. 

CATALOGUE 

ASIA MINOR 

Philippos III Arrhidaios (323–317 B.C.)  

Obv. Head of Herakles right 

Rev. ΦΙ Horseman right, (BA)  

Price 1991: P2 (Macedonia); Gaebler 1935: 18, plate XXXII; SNG München 978–980 

 

Mount Nif, Karamattepe Necropolis Finding:  

1. AE,  19mm., 5,7g.    12h.  NIF S.10–7 

Rev. Kmc:  kerykeion 

 

 

Example Found by Durmus Sulu at Mount Nif:  
2. AE,  19mm., 5.28g.   12h  Env.n. 32567  

Rev. Kmc:  kerykeion 

 

 

In Izmir Archeology Museum Collection: 

3. AE 20 mm,  5.15g.  12h.  Env. n. 34059   

Rev. Kmc: kerykeion 

 

 

4. AE 20 mm,  6.15g.  12h.  Env. n. 21202 
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5. AE 19 mm,  5.10g.  12h.  Env. n. 33970 

 

 

 

6. AE 20 mm,  5.79g.  12h.  Env. n. 22672 

Rev. Kmc: kerykeion 
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Özet 

Makedon Krali Darplarından Price P2’nin Küçük Asya Kökenine Dair  

Nif Olympos Kazılarından Yeni Veriler 

Makalenin konusunu ön yüzünde Herakles başı, arka yüzünde atlı tasviri yer alan ΦΙ / ΒΑ lejandlı, 

bronz, makedon krali sikkeler oluşturmaktadır. Sikkeler Philippos III Arrhidaios Dönemi’nde, M.Ö. 

323–317 arasında darp edilmişlerdir. Söz konusu darpların Küçük Asya kökenli olduğu Sardeis kazıla-

rında ele geçen örnekler sayesinde neredeyse kesin olmasına rağmen, bu sikkeler genel geçer katalog-

larda karşımıza Makedonia başlığı altında çıkmaktadırlar. Sadece Winterthur Koleksiyonunda “Nerede 

Basıldığı Bilinmeyen Küçük Asya” başlığı altında değerlendirilmiş olan bu darpların yeni örnekleri İz-

mir’in doğusunda kalan Nif Dağı’nda ele geçmiştir. Dağın güneyindeki Karamattepe Nekropolis’inde 

yürütülen arkeolojik kazılarda ele geçen bir, Nif Dağı yüzeyinde bulunup İzmir Arkeoloji Müzesi’ne 

teslim edilen bir ve müzenin koleksiyonunda bulunan dört örnek söz konusu sikkelerin gerçekten de 

Küçük Asya kökenli olduklarını göstermektedir. Bu sikke serisinin Sardeis darphanesinde üretilmiş ola-

bileceği tahmin edilmektedir. 

Anahtar Sözcükler: Nif Dağı; Karamattepe; Ionia; Makedonia Krallığı; III. Aleksandros; III. Philippos; 

Bronz Sikke Darbı. 


