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A new Dedicatory Inscription of Athena Oreia from Corycus

Zusammenfassung: Ausgangspunkt des folgenden Beitrags ist der Fund eines Athena Oreia
geweihten Altars aus dem Hinterland von Korykos. An derselben Fundstelle nahm der Autor
vor einigen Jahren einen andren Altar auf, der dem Zeus Kodopas geweiht war. Der Befund
deutet auf die Existenz eines ldndlichen Kultplatzes hin, an dem mehrere Goétter gleichzeitig
verehrt wurden.

Im Anschluss wird versucht, die geographische Ausdehnung des Athena-Oreia-Kultes zu bes-
timmen. Im Rauhen Kilikien stammen Belege fiir die Berggottin aus den Territorien von Seleu-
keia am Kalykadnos und Elaiussa. Auf zwei Inschriften aus dem Territorium der ersteren Stadt
fiihrt Athena Oreia zusitzlich das Epitheton Krisoa. Dieses Epitheton ist wahrscheinlich von
dem in den Neubabylonischen Chroniken erwdhnten Ort , KirSu®“ abgeleitet. Auflerhalb des
Rauhen Kilikien ist der Kult der meist in Hohlen verehrten Athena Oreia nur noch durch zwei
Inschriften aus dem Territorium von Mopsuhestia bezeugt. Athena Oreia scheint demnach nur
im Osten des Rauhen Kilikien zwischen Kalykadnos und Lamos sowie in der Cilicia Pedias in
Mopsuhestia verehrt worden zu sein. Dagegen findet man den verwandten Kult der Meter
Oreia in zahlreichen Regionen Kleinasiens.
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In 2013, during the Settlement History and Epigraphy of Rough Cilicia Research Project' we discovered
a Greek dedicatory inscription in Cele, 7 km northeast of Corycus (Kiz Kalesi). The short inscription is
cut on a profiled grey limestone altar. The inscribed area of the altar is g =——wm=ugs

broken at the upper right corner and damaged on the right. There is a
leaf motif below the inscription.

Its dimensions are:

Height: 56 cm; Width: 33 cm; Letter Height: 3.5—4.5 cm.

"Abmy[d]
2 Opelia]
»

«To Athena Oreiay.

In 1914 J. Keil and A. Bauer found a Greek inscription consisting of six
lines on the wall of a natural cave which is today within Sayagazi Dis-
trict of Silifke. It was published only as a drawing by J. Keil and A. Wil-
helm in 1931. As their remark «Von dem Versuch einer Umschrift des

ritselhaften Textes glaubten wir absehen zu sollen” suggest, the text
could not be solved at that time (fig. 1).
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In 1987 a rock relief was found during a survey led by S. Durugdniil in Somek Village of Silitke (fig.
2). The accompanying inscription makes it clear that the goddess portrayed on the relief is Athena Oreia
Krisoa.’ She is depicted frontal, standing in a semi-circular niche. She holds a spear in her right hand,
while the left hand rests on her shield. Behind the left arm is a running or jumping horse. There are pi-
lasters on the left and right of the niche. Above the right pilaster are a star, crescent and thunderbolt* and
immediately to its right is a relief, thought to be a Menorah.” The relief contributed to correct the read-
ing of Keil and Wilhelm’s inscription and revealed that the cave was dedicated by Rhondas to Athena
Oreia Krisoua.’ Based on available evidence, Durugéniil claims that Athena carries this epithet only in
Rough Cilicia and Krisoa/Krisoua might have been derived from a name of a place.’

In 1994, three more altars with inscriptions dedicated to Athena Oreia were discovered in Pasabeyligi
located within the territorium of Elaiussa/Sebaste (=Ayas). The inscriptions on two of them mention a
person named Menas, who dedicated the altars to Athena Oreia.® It is still unclear, however, whether
Menas in these two inscriptions is actually the same person because they were found in different places.
The third altar found in Pasabeyligi, which bears a round shield relief at the centre, was also dedicated
to Athena Oreia by a person whose name is absent.’

Two inscriptions discovered in the south of Mopsuhestia (=Yakapinar), 19 km east of Adana, demon-
strate that Athena Oreia was worshipped not only in Rough Cilicia, but also in Plain Cilicia. One of
them states that it was erected by the Seliadneis for the goddess. It is dated to 17 AD according to the
Mopsuhestian era.'® The second one from the Plain Cilicia was found in a cave located on the western
slope of Dede Mountain within the territorium of Mopsuhestia. It too features a dedication by the Seli-
adneis to Athena Oreia.'' The proximity of these inscriptions and the existence of niches inside the
caves suggest that this was a sacred area of Athena Oreia,'? and that the Seliadneis are the members of a
religious association linked with the Athena Oreia cult."” That Seliadneis is a name given to a village
community in the region is equally possible.

Numismatic'* evidence indicates the existence of a widespread Athena worship in Rough Cilicia from

3 Durugdniil 1987, 115-116.

* Durugoniil 1989, 50-51.
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ford 1965 n. 31; Heberdey — Wilhelm 1896, 57 n. 131.
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the Hellenistic Period. The inscriptions also make it clear that the cult maintained its importance in the
Roman Imperial Period."® The fact that the inscriptions with the epithets Oreia/Oria/Oreia Krisoua/Oreia
Krisoa'® («living/residing in the mountains») are limited as far as is known at present to natural caves
and rock shelters in Eastern Rough Cilicia, between the Kalykadnus and Lamus rivers, and to the high-
lands of the territory of Mopsuhestia, stresses the relationship between Athena Oreia and mountains.

As mentioned above, Durugoniil rightly claimed that the name Krisoa/Krisoua could have been derived
from a toponym.'” The Neo-Babylonian chronicles mention a campaign of King Nergal-Sarra-usur of
Babylonia against King Appua$u of Pirindu in 557/6 BC.'® They also feature a name «Kirsuy», which is
interpreted as a toponym or a fortress. It should be associated with KRS in the Aramaic inscription
found at Meydancikkale/Meydan Kalesi'® within Giilnar, to the northwest of Silifke. In addition, it is
thought that the epithet Krisoa/Krisoua and the personal name Kpisopoog (=Krisamoas)20 seen on the
inscriptions of Dalisandros (=Sinabi¢?), 6 km north of Claudiopolis (=Mut), were derived from that top-
onym.”!

In Cele, the findspot of the altar dedicated to Athena Oreia, we had discovered an inscribed altar dedi-
cated to Zeus Kodopas in the 2007 survey,” though no related archaeological remains was found. A
systematic surface survey in 2013 in the area where the Cele inscription was discovered did not change
the situation. According to the villagers, however, there was once a rectangular structure there made of
massive blocks, about 30 years ago. The blocks were removed in the course of time. This suggests that,
although there is no direct evidence, Cele was a sacred area during the Roman Imperial period, where
dedications were made to various gods.
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Ozet

Korykos’ta Bulunmus Yeni Bir Athena Oreia Adak Yaziti
Makalede 2013 yili Daglik Kilikia Yerlesim Tarihi ve Epigrafya Arastirmalarn sirasinda Korykos (Kiz-
kalesi) antik kentinin yaklagik 7 km kuzeybatisindaki Cele Mevkii’'nde bulunan bir adak yaziti tanitil-
maktadir. Sunak Athena Oreia’ya adanmistir. Ayn1 mevkiide 2007 yili ¢alismalar sirasinda Zeus Kodo-

pas’a adanmig bir sunak tespit edilmistir. Bu durum Cele Mevkii’nin Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi’nde
farkli tanrilara sunular gerceklestirilen bir kutsal alan olma 6zelligini tasidigina isaret etmektedir.
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Athena Oraia kiiltiiniin varlig1 Daglik Kilikya’da yazitlar aragigiyla ayrica Seleukeia (Silifke) ve Elaius-
sa kentlerinin egemenlik alanlarinda saptanmstir. Athena Oreia, Silifke Ilcesi’nin Sémek Kdyii’nde yer
alan bir kaya kabartmasinda tasvir edilmistir. Kabartmanin iizerine iglenmis yazittan burada betimlenen
tanricanin Athena Oreia Krisoa oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Tanriga Krisoa epithetonuyla ayrica Silifke nin
Sayagazi Mahallesi sinirlarinda bulunan dogal bir magaranin duvarinda yer alan bir yazittan bilinmek-
tedir. Bu yazittan magaranin Rhondas tarafindan Athena Oreia Krisoua i¢in yapilmis oldugu anlasil-
maktadir. Krisoa/Krisoua ifadesi bilyiik olasilikla bir yer adindan tiiretilmistir. Yeni Babil Kronikle-
ri’nde, MO 557/6 yilinda Babil krali Nergal-$arra-usur’un Pirindu iilkesi krali Appuasu’ya kars1 olan bir
seferinden bahsedilmektedir. Bu kroniklerde bir yer adi ya da kale oldugu diisiiniilen “Kirsu” ifadesi
gecmektedir. Bu ifade biiylik ihtimalle Silifke’nin kuzeybatisindaki Giilnar ilgesi sinirlar igerisinde bu-
lunan Meydancikkale/Meydancik Kalesi yerlesiminde tespit edilmis olan Aramice yazittaki KRS ile ay-
n1 yer olmalidir. Ayrica, Krisoa/Krisoua epitheti ve Klaudiopolis (=Mut) antik kentinin yaklasik 6 km
kuzeyinde bulunan Dalisandos (=Sinabi¢?) yazitlarinda goriilen Krisamoas kisi adinin da bu yer adindan
tiiremis oldugu diisiiniilmektedir.

Mopsuhestia kentinin territoriumu’nda farkli yerlerde ele gegen iki yazittan Athena Oreia’nin Ovalik
Kilikia’da da tapinim gordiigii anlasiimaktadir. Ik yazita gore Seliadneis Athena Oreia icin bu blogu
dikmislerdi. Yazit Mopsuhestia Era’s1 goz oniinde bulundurularak MS. 17 yilina tarihlenmistir. Ikinci
yazit ise Dede Dagi’nin bati1 yamacindaki bir magarada tespit edilmistir. Yazitta yine Seliadneisin Athe-
na Oreia’ya bir adag1 s6z konusudur. Her iki yazitin buluntu yerlerinin birbirine yakinli§i ve magara
igerisindeki nislerinin varligi, buranin Athena Oreia’ya ait bir kiilt yeri; adagi gerceklestiren Seliadnei-
sin ise bu bdlgede Athena Oreia kiiltiine tapan dinsel bir dernegin iiyeleri oldugu seklinde yorumlanmus-
tir. Bu miimkiin olmakla birlikte Seliadneisin bolgenin bir kdy halki olma ihtimali de bulunmaktadir.

Athena’nin «Daglarda yasayan Tanriga» anlamina gelen «Oreia» epithetini tasidig1 yazit buluntularinin
simdilik Kalykadnos ve Lamos nehirlerinin arasinda kalan Dogu Daglik Kilikia ve Ovalik Kilikia’nin
Mopsuhestia antik kentinin egemenlik alanindaki daglik kisminda bulunan dogal magaralar ve kaya si-
ginaklarryla siirli kalmasi, Athena Oreia’nin dag ile olan iligkisinin altin1 ¢cizmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Athena Oreia; Korykos; Daglik Kilikya; Zeus Kodopas.
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- Fig. 2. Relief of Athena Oreia Krisoua near Somek.



