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The Scholarly Movement in the Eastern Beylik and the Algerian Sahara During
the Ottoman Era: An Analytical Study of Manifestations and Key Figures

Abstract

This study aims to study the scientific movement in the eastern Beylik and the Great Sahara during the Ottoman era,
focusing on prominent scholarly centers such as Constantine, Annaba, Tuat, Ouargla, and M'zab. The study highlights
the pivotal role these centers played in enriching Algeria's intellectual and cultural life, thanks to their geographic and
doctrinal diversity and interactions with neighboring centers. Constantine emerged as a significant scientific and
administrative hub due to the support of Ottoman beys and the establishment of educational institutions like the
Kuttaniya School. Meanwhile, Annaba witnessed notable scholarly activity, particularly through families like the
Bouni. In the Great Sahara, centers such as Tuat, Ouargla, and M'zab became important scholarly hubs, where religious
and rational sciences flourished due to their strategic position along trans-Saharan trade routes, facilitating the
movement of scholars and books. The study notes the doctrinal diversity between the Maliki and Ibadi schools of
thought, which enriched the intellectual environment. It also highlights the absence of a central university akin to Al-
Zaytuna or Al-Azhar, attributing this to the balanced distribution of scholarly activity among various centers. The study
aims to shed light on the diverse manifestations of this scholarly movement and its leading figures, who played a pivotal
role in shaping Algeria’s cultural and intellectual landscape during that period. It also seeks to examine the scientific
contributions of these urban centers through educational institutions, zawiyas (Sufi lodges), and schools, alongside the
scholarly families that spearheaded the dissemination of knowledge and the enrichment of cultural life. The research
concludes with recommendations to enhance the study of archives, document Algeria’s scientific heritage, and conduct
comparative studies between scholarly centers, emphasizing the importance of this legacy in understanding Algeria’s
cultural and scientific identity and its contributions to the Islamic heritage.

Keywords: Algeria, Ottoman Empire, Eastern Beylik, Saharan Centers, Scholarly Life, Maliki School, Ibadi School,
Hanafi School.

Osmanh Déneminde Dogu Beyligi ve Cezayir Sahrasi’nda Ilmi Hareket:
Temel Tezahiirler ve Onemli Sahsiyetler Uzerine Bir inceleme

Oz

Bu arastirma, Osmanli doneminde Cezayir Dogu Beyligi ve Biiyiik Sahrasi'ndaki bilimsel hareketliligi incelemeyi
amaclamakta; 6zellikle Konstantin, Annabe, Tuvat, Vargla ve Mzab gibi 6ne ¢ikan ilim merkezlerine odaklanmaktadir.
Caligma, bu merkezlerin cografi ve mezhepsel ¢esitliligi ile komsu bdlgelerle etkilegimleri sayesinde Cezayir'in
bilimsel ve kiiltiirel hayatin1 zenginlestirmedeki merkezi roliinii vurgulamaktadir. Osmanli beylerinin destegi ve
Kettaniye Medresesi gibi egitim kurumlarmin kurulmasiyla Konstantin énemli bir bilimsel ve idari merkez haline
gelmisken, Annabe'de Buni ailesi gibi seckin alimlerin varligi dikkat cekmistir. Biiyiik Sahra'da ise Tuvat, Vargla ve
Mzab, Sahra ticaret yollari iizerindeki stratejik konumlari sayesinde alimlerin ve kitaplarin hareketini kolaylastirarak
hem dini hem de akli bilimlerin gelistigi 6zel merkezler olarak 6ne ¢ikmigtir. Arastirma, bu merkezlerdeki Maliki ve
Ibadi mezhepleri arasindaki gesitliligin bilimsel hayata zenginlik kattigina isaret etmekte; ancak Zeytiine veya Ezher
gibi merkezi bir iiniversitenin bulunmamasinin, farkli ilim merkezleri arasindaki dengeli bilimsel faaliyet dagilimindan
kaynaklandig1 belirtilmektedir. Calisma, s6z konusu donemde Cezayir'in kiiltiirel ve entelektiiel manzarasinin
sekillenmesinde merkezi bir rol oynayan kisiler basta olmak {izere bu bilimsel hareketin farkl tezahiirlerine 151k tutmay1
amaglamaktadir. Ayni zamanda, egitim kurumlari, zaviyeler ve okullarin yani sira ilmin yayilmasinda ve kiiltiirel
hayatin gii¢lendirilmesinde 6ncii rol iistlenen ilmi aileler araciligiyla bu kent merkezlerinin bilimsel katkilarini ortaya
koymay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda, s6z konusu dénemin ilmi ve kiiltiirel dinamiklerinin sistematik bir analizini
sunmay1 ongérmektedir. Caligma, arsiv ¢aligmalarinin giiglendirilmesi, Cezayir'in bilimsel mirasinin belgelenmesi ve
ilim merkezleri arasinda karsilastirmali ¢aligmalar yapilmast gibi Onerilerle sonlanmakta; bu mirasin, Cezayir'in
kiiltiirel kimligini anlamada ve Islam medeniyetine katkisini degerlendirmedeki énemini vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cezayir, Osmanl Devleti, Dogu Beyligi, Sahra Havzalar, {lmi Hayat, Maliki Mezhebi, Ibadi
Mezhebi, Hanefi Mezhebi.
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