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Badi‘iyyat in Arabic Poetry: An Analytical and Rhetorical Study of Safiyy al-Din
al-Hillr’s Badi‘iyya

Abstract

This study explores the phenomenon of Badi‘iyyat in Arabic poetry through an in-depth analytical examination of
Safiyy al-Din al-Hilli’s “al-Kafiyya al-Badi ‘iyya”, one of the most comprehensive and distinguished examples of this
genre. The work exemplifies the fusion of artistic creativity with systematic rhetorical construction (balagha),
presenting an advanced model where madih nabawT (prophetic praise) is intricately interwoven with rhetorical artistry.
The significance of this poetic text lies in its combination of expressive aesthetics and meticulously crafted poetic form,
situating it as a pivotal point in the evolution of the Badi‘iyya tradition within the broader context of Arabic literary
history. The research aims to trace the historical and critical origins of this poetic form, analyze its artistic and rhetorical
structures, and uncover its aesthetic and educational dimensions. It pays particular attention to the uniqueness of al-
HillT’s experience, wherein he transcends the conventional employment of badi‘ (rhetorical embellishments) to create
a spiritually resonant and artistically rich poetic experience. This study adopts a critical-analytical approach,
interpreting the Badi‘iyya not merely as a literary composition, but as a cultural phenomenon reflecting a high level of
rhetorical consciousness and mature artistic vision. The study addresses two interrelated dimensions: the first is
theoretical, exploring the general concept of Badi‘iyyat, their historical emergence, development across literary periods,
and the critical discourses that accompanied them. It also highlights the formal and thematic characteristics that
distinguish this poetic genre. The second dimension is applied, focusing on the analysis of “a/-Kafiyya al-Badi ‘iyya”
in terms of its poetic structure, precise use of rhetorical devices, and its ability to generate rich, multi-sensory imagery
(visual, auditory, olfactory, tactile, and gustatory). These elements contribute to the glorification of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and enhance the text’s spiritual and devotional depth. Employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology grounded in the poetic text and its commentaries, the study considers the cultural and historical
contexts that shaped the production of this unique literary form. In doing so, it offers a more profound and flexible
reading of Badi‘iyyat, which remain relatively marginalized in modern scholarship. The research underscores the
genre’s potential to express a creative synthesis between prophetic praise and rhetorical craftsmanship within an
authentic artistic framework. The study concludes that Safiyy al-Din al-HillT stands as one of the foremost pioneers of
Badi‘iyyat, and that his composition represents a culminating moment in the artistic and rhetorical development of the
genre. His integration of 145 distinct badi‘ rhetorical devices in an organically cohesive manner, alongside vivid
sensory imagery, yields a rare depth of poetic expression. Al-Hilli emerges not merely as a transmitter of rhetorical
knowledge but as a poet who rearticulated it creatively through verse. His Badi‘iyya stands as a literary, pedagogical,
and spiritual document that reflects encyclopedic erudition and poetic brilliance, exerting a multifaceted impact on the
audience intellectually, aesthetically, and emotionally.

Keywords: Badi‘iyyat, Safiyy al-Din al-Hilli, al-Kafiyya al-Badi ‘iyya, Prophetic praise, Poetic imagery, Rhetorical
arts, Balagha, Didactic poetry.

Arap Siirinde Bedi‘iyyat: Safiyyiiddin el-Hilli‘nin Bedi‘iyesi Uzerine Sanatsal ve
Belagat Acisindan Analitik Bir inceleme

0Oz

Bu ¢aligma, Arap siirinde bedi‘iyyat olgusunu, sdz sanatlarmin sistematik bir yapida islendigi en kapsamli ve seckin
orneklerden biri olan Safiyyuddin el-Hilli’nin “el-Kdfiyye el-Bedi‘iyye” manziimesi iizerinden derinlemesine tahlil
etmektedir. S6z konusu eser, sanatsal estetik ile nazmi belagatin biitiinlestigi 6zgiin bir yap1 arz etmekte ve niibiivvet
methiyesinin belagi sanatlarla kaynastigi ileri diizeyde bir temsil 6rnegi sunmaktadir. Bu manziimenin énemi, hem
estetik ifade giicii hem de teknik bakimdan planlanmis sanatsal kompozisyonu itibariyla, bedi‘iyyat tiiriiniin siirsel
geligim siireci iginde mithim bir mertebede yer aliyor olusundan kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu aragtirma, bedi‘iyyatm tarihi
ve tenkidi kdokenlerini izlemeyi, yapisal ve belagi unsurlarmi tahlil etmeyi, estetik boyutlarii ve igerdigi terbiyevi
mesajlar1 ortaya koymay1 hedeflemekte; Ozellikle de Safiyyuddin el-Hilli'nin bu sahadaki 6zgiin tecriibesine
odaklanmaktadir. Hilli, bu manziimesiyle bedi‘ sanatlarini sathi bir sekilde kullanmakla yetinmemis, bilakis derin bir
imani duyarlilik ve yiiksek bir sanatsal idrakle yogrulmus zengin bir siiri tecriibe ortaya koymustur. Arastirma, bu eseri
sadece edebi degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiltiirel bir fenomen olarak degerlendirmekte ve onu yiiksek belagat sutiru ve keméle
ermis sanatsal bir yaklagimin {irlinii olarak anlamlandirmay1 amaglamaktadir. Calisma, biri nazari, digeri tatbiki olmak
tizere iki temel boyutu ihtiva etmektedir. Nazari kisimda bedi‘iyyat tiirliniin genel cercevesi, tarihsel arka plani, gelisim
stireci ve tenkidi yaklasimlar ele alinmakta; tiirlin sekil ve muhtevdya dair dne ¢ikan hususiyetleri irdelenmektedir.
Tatbiki kisim ise “el-Kdfiyye el-Bedi iyye ’nin sanat yapisini, bedi‘ sanatlarinin titizlikle ve ustalikla kullanimini, Hz.
Peygamber’in (s.a.v.) yiice makamini tebcil eden ¢ok boyutlu hissi tasvirlerin roliinii ve bu baglamda metnin kazandigi
manevi ve ibadetvarl boyutu analiz etmektedir. Aragtirma, metnin kendisine ve serhlerine dayanarak tahlili-tagvifi bir
yontemle yiiriitiilmiis; bu siirl tiriin ortaya ¢ikisina katki sunan tarihi ve kiiltiirel baglamlar dikkate alinarak daha
derinlikli bir okuma saglanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu yoniiyle, modern arastirmalarda gérece ihmal edilen bedi‘iyyat tiiriine
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yeniden kiymet atfedilmekte; niibiivvet medhi ile belagi inganin yaratici bir terkib i¢inde nasil ifade buldugunu gésteren
orijinal bir sanat vizyonu ortaya konulmaktadir. Arastirmanin neticesinde, Safiyyuddin el-Hilli’nin bedi‘iyyat sahasinin
en 6nde gelen temsilcilerinden biri oldugu ve “el-Kifiyye el-Bedi ‘iyye”’ adlt manziimesinin bu tiiriin zirve noktalarindan
birini teskil ettigi sonucuna ulagilmistir. Sair bu eserinde yiiz kirk bes bedi‘ sanatini1 organik bir biitiinliik i¢erisinde
kullanmis; gorsel, isitsel, kokusal, dokunsal ve tadi duyulara hitap eden tasvirlerle derin bir siirsel tahayyiil ortaya
koymustur. Hilli, bu yoniiyle yalnizca belagat ilmini nakleden biri degil, onu siir diliyle yeniden insd eden 6zgiin bir
sanatkar olarak temayiiz etmistir. Bedi‘iyyesi hem edebi hem de tedrisi ve rithani bir vesika olarak degerlendirilebilecek
nitelikte olup, ansiklopedik bir biling ve yiiksek bir sanat kudretiyle sekillendirilmis; muhatap iizerinde ilmi, estetik ve
duygusal boyutlarda derin bir tesir icra etmeyi bagarmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bedi‘iyyat, Safiyyiiddin el-Hilli, el-Kdfiyye el-Bedi iyye, Nebi methiyesi, Siirsel imge, Bedi*
sanatlari, Belagat, Didaktik siir.
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*  Bu ¢alisma Mehmet Akif Ersoy Universitesi’nde Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Evren TORBALI danismanliginda devam eden
“Belagat [lminde Manzumeler: Telif Sebepleri, Ozellikleri Ve Belagat Ogretimin‘deki Rolii” baslikli yiiksek lisans
tezinden tiretilmistir. / This study is derived from Master’s thesis entitled “Poems in the science of rhetoric: reasons
for their composition, their characteristics and their role in teaching rhetoric”, conducted under the supervision of
Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Evren TORBALI at Mehmet Akif Ersoy University.
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