
Introduction
Anatomy is one of the branch of the basic sciences focused
on human body. It is concerned with the macroscopic
structures of human body. Besides other health education
programs such as nursing or vocational colleges, anatomy
education is a corner stone for medical education and
teaching anatomy is based on cadaver training. Thus,
medical education needs to be supported by sufficient
number of cadavers, in order to obtain well-trained health-
care personnel. 

As in other developed countries, cadaver donation is an
important issue in our country and number of donations
does not meet the need for qualified medical education.
The legislation related to the importation and transplanta-
tion of tissues and organs is carried out within the scope of
the law no. 2238, in Turkey.[1] The 7th article of this law
gives responsibility of informing to the physician who is
responsible for receiving the donation. Therefore, an
informed consent form regarding cadaver donation should
be submitted to the donor. The informed consent forms
are extensively used for surgical procedures. Due to mal-
practice cases, scope of each type of consent forms
expands. It is obvious that a malpractice situation about

cadaver donation will affect negatively the number of
donations which are already low. 

In this study, we aimed to structure a detailed informed
consent form for cadaver donation in the light of malprac-
tice cases and High Court jurisprudence about organ
donations and informed consent forms. 

Materials and Methods
All medical procedures require the legal consent of the
person to undergo medical intervention. There are two
dimensions of consent forms: legal dimension described
by laws and regulations, and medical dimension which
regulates the ethical perspectives.[2]

In the context of the responsibilities imposed by the
relevant laws and regulations, wrong applications con-
cerning informed consent have been revealed by scan-
ning the High Court jurisprudence. An anonymous lit-
erature search in Index Medicus was performed for pre-
vious studies regarding cadaver donation and ethical per-
spectives. Cadaver donation, informed consent form,
malpractice, organ donation, donation ethics were the
keywords used in literature search. A detailed consent
form has been structured taking into account both the
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legal provisions and good application examples. This
study has been carried out according to Declaration of
Helsinki updated in 2013. 

Results
Physicians perform their duties within the framework of
legal and professional ethics regulations. Informed con-
sent forms are part of the medicolegal process of the med-
ical profession. 

The concept of informed consent form has been
existed for a long time in High Court jurisprudence. The
decision of the Court dated 1977 states that the physi-
cian is responsible for informing the patient before med-
ical interventions.[3] The decisions taken in 2008 and
2014 also state that this information needs to be elabo-
rated and the patient has to know what the procedure is
and the patient must know how the medical process can
develop. Briefly, the patient should be aware of what
he/she is consenting.[4,5] Responsibility of this issue is
imposed by the relevant laws and regulations to the
physician. 

When the legal cases of informed consent forms were
examined in the light of these regulations, these main top-
ics were confronted: 
• Inadequate or no information: especially complica-

tions are not explained in detail. 
• The medical terms make it difficult to understand. 
• Lack of medical documentation: verbal affirmation in

the presence of witnesses is not sufficient. 
In the light of regulations of laws, ethical rules and

experienced legal problems, the cadaver donation form
should be given by the physician including detailed infor-
mation about the process. It should be written in simplic-
ity for better understanding by the donor. The donor
must be voluntary, not forced, the consent must be taken
in writing and the documents must be well protected. In
this context, a detailed consent form for cadaver donation
is structured. English version of the detailed consent form
is presented in Supplement 1, and Turkish version is pre-
sented in Supplement 2. 

Discussion 
Physicians conduct their professional activities within the
framework of laws and professional regulations. One of
the professional activities of the anatomists is cadaver
donation. In our country, body-organ and tissue donations
are regulated by the law no. 2238.[1] 

As a part of our legal system, European Convention on
Human Rights and Biomedicine and Law no. 2238 gives

physicians responsibility for informing about any interven-
tion in the field of health, including research.[1,6]

Recent High Court jurisprudence states that infor-
mation in the consent form must be elaborated and
detailed. Literature research revealed that good applica-
tion examples involve detailed information about the
donation process (from acceptance of the body to funer-
al procedures). We suggest that the following headings
should be included in the donation form when the
donors’ opinions were taken into consideration: 

The person who gives information should be a
physician: The informing process must be done by a
competent staff, preferably by a physician. In this way,
the donor will be able to take accurate information about
the processes and donor will not be hesitated. On the
other hand, the donor must also be competent.
Underage or donors with inadequate mental capacity
should not be accepted. If the donor is dead, written con-
sent of all legal heirs must be taken in terms of legal issues
(this point should be well questioned for legal complica-
tions that may arise later). 

The consent form must be clear and understand-
able: The processes to be performed must be expressed
in detail. It must be avoided from medical terms or med-
ical terms must be explained in a way that the donor can
understand. In an earlier study, donors stated that they
refused or hesitated donations not because they were
against the donation, but due to lack of information they
demanded.[7]

The relatives who are informed about the dona-
tion, relatives to whom the funeral will be delivered
after the completion of the process must be record-
ed: A number of relatives should be informed about the
donation. Thus, after the death of the donor, there will
be no time loss during the transfer of the funeral to the
institution. Also, a number of relatives should be record-
ed for the delivery of the funeral after completing use of
cadaver. 

The form should include information about the
nature of dissections or scientific researchers:
Cadavers are mainly used for medical education and sci-
entific research. In the dissection of the cadaver for med-
ical education, body cavities may be opened, organs or
body parts may be removed. When the funeral is deliv-
ered, its integrity will be impaired. Scientific researches
on cadavers may include surgical procedures, implanta-
tion applications, trauma exercises, disarticulations,
imaging methods, histopathological, cytological or
microbiological examinations. 
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Donors must be voluntary and must consent to
donation: Cadaver donation process should be conducted
on volunteering and the donor should not be forced.[7]

There should not be any kind of interest between
the institution and the donor or next-of-kins: In
Turkey, tissue and organ trading is prohibited, thus cadav-
er donation should be made without any interest. 

Donation-related records must be in hand-writing:
In order to avoid legal problems, consent for donation
should be written and witnessed. All the records should be
well-kept. 

The contact information of the institution should
take place in the consent form: The communication
information should be easily accessible. Donors or those
seeking information should be able to access to anatomy
department easily. 

Use of cadavers is an indispensable part of medical edu-
cation and cadaver donation process should be carried out
carefully. Because a legal problem that may be experienced
in this regard will affect the donations which are already
low and inadequate. 

We hope that this study will contribute to donation
process and provide a detailed information on the consent
forms for all anatomists and other medical staff. 

References
1. Law No. 2238. Available at: http://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/Mevzuat

Metin/1.5.2238.pdf 

2. Cotter H. Increasing consent for organ donation: mandated choice,
individual autonomy, and informed consent. Health Matrix Clevel
2011;21:599–626. 

3. Oral T. Hekimin aydinlatma ve hastanin rizasini alma yukumu. Ankara
Barosu Dergisi 2011;2:185–209. 

4. fiimsek U. Sa¤l›k hukukunda ayd›nlat›lm›fl r›za. Dokuz Eylül Üniver-
sitesi Hukuk Fakültesi Dergisi 2015;C16:3535–56. 

5. Ipekyüz FY. Hekimin tazminat sorumlulu¤u. Dicle Üniversitesi
Hukuk Fakültesi Dergisi 2015;20:19–61. 

6. Council of Europe. Convention for the protection of human rights and
dignity of the human being with regard to the application of biology
and medicine: convention on human rights and biomedicine. Oviedo,
4.IV.1997. Available at: https://rm.coe.int/168007cf98. 

7. McEwen PM. Valid informed consent: the key to increasing supply of
organs for transplantation? Crit Care Resusc 2005;7:249.

Correspondence to: Sedat Develi, MD 
Department of Anatomy, Gülhane Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Health Sciences, Ankara, Turkey 
Phone: +90 541 527 27 00 
e-mail: drsedatdeveli@gmail.com 

Conflict of interest statement: No conflicts declared.

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported (CC BY-NC-
ND3.0) Licence (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/) which permits unrestricted noncommercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original work is properly cited. Please cite this article as: Develi S. A detailed cadaver donation form. Anatomy 2018;12(1):38–44.

Online available at: 
www.anatomy.org.tr

doi:10.2399/ana.17.050
QR code:

Supplements to this article containing English and Turkish versions of the cadaver donation form are given on the following
four pages.



41A detailed cadaver donation form 

Anatomy • Volume 12 / Issue 1 / April 2018

Supplement 1. English version of the detailed consent form for cadaver donation.
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Supplement 1. [Continued] English version of the detailed consent form for cadaver donation.
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Supplement 2. Turkish version of the detailed consent form for cadaver donation.
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Supplement 2. [Continued] Turkish version of the detailed consent form for cadaver donation.


