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Abstract: Balkan geography is a region that has been home to a Turkish population for centuries. In the volatile
political history of the region, particularly the policies of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Turks were
led to undertake intensive publishing activities to protect their language and culture. In this context, the local print
media was utilized effectively, with newspapers and magazines published in the mother tongue. In the Balkans,
the largest number of Turkish works were published in North Macedonia, and many magazines and newspapers
were published in the region. One of these publications is the magazine Koprii, which started its publication life
in Skopje in 2002. The aim of this study is to examine the Koprii magazine, which holds a significant place in
Turkish press activities in the Balkans, and to analyze its role in the context of preserving and sustaining Turkish
culture. It was concluded that the magazine, analyzed using a content analysis method, played a crucial role in
protecting the national and cultural identity of Turks living in and around North Macedonia, as well as preserving
the Turkish language through its press activities. The most common topics covered in Koprii magazine are Turkish
culture, art, literature, language, history, education, religion and belief, Ottoman civilization and culture, and Turks
living in Macedonia.
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Kuzey Makedonya’da Tiirk Kiiltiirii Baglaminda Tiirk Basin Faaliyetleri: Koprii Dergisi
Uzerine Bir Inceleme

Oz: Balkan cografyasi, asirlardir biinyesinde Tiirk niifusu barmndiran bir bolgedir. Bolgenin degisken siyasi
tarihinde 6zellikle Yugoslavya Sosyalist Federal Cumhuriyeti donemindeki politikalar, Tiirkleri dil ve kiiltiirlerini
korumak adina yogun bir yayin faaliyeti slirdiirmeye sevk etmistir. Bu baglamda yazili yerel basin oldukga etkin
kullanilmig, ana dilde gazete ve dergiler nesredilmistir. Balkanlarda en ¢ok Tiirk¢e eser Kuzey Makedonya’da
basilmus, bolgede birgok dergi ve gazete ¢ikarilmugtir. Bu yayimlardan biri Uskiip’te 2002 yilinda yayin hayatina
baslayan Koprii dergisidir. Caligmanin amaci Balkanlardaki Tiirk basin faaliyetleri arasinda 6nemli bir yeri olan
Koprii dergisini incelemek, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin korunmasi ve yasatilmasi baglaminda derginin roliinii irdelemektir.
Ierik analizi yontemiyle ele alinan derginin, Kuzey Makedonya ve gevresinde yasayan Tiirklerin milli ve kiiltiirel
kimliklerini korumasi ve basin yayin faaliyetleri yoluyla Tiirk¢e’nin yasatilmasi noktasinda onemli bir islevi
iistlendigi sonucuna ulasilmistir. Koprii dergisinde en fazla ele alinan konular Tiirk kiiltiirii, sanat, edebiyat, dil,
tarih, egitim, din ve inang, Osmanli medeniyeti ve kiiltiirii, Makedonya’da yasayan Tiirklerdir.

Keywords: Balkanlar, Kuzey Makedonya, Tiirk kiiltiirii, Tiirk basini, Koprii dergisi.
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Introduction

The Balkans, which are diverse in terms of ethnic origin, possess a wealth of cultural and religious
riches due to their geographical characteristics. Although the Turkish presence in the Balkans started
with the migration of Turkish tribes from Central Asia to the Balkans in the sixth century (Hiiseyinoglu,
2015, p. 80), long-term and permanent relations were established during the Ottoman period. Rumelia
became one of the most important lands of the Ottoman Empire after the conquest campaign launched
by Siileyman Pasha in 1354 (Adali, 1994, p. 63). Balkan lands lived under Ottoman rule for centuries.
However, after the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, the Rumelia Turks, the inheritors of an old and
deeply rooted urban culture, became a minority in the countries where they lived. Turks preserved their
language, religion, cultural assets and identity. They carried out activities to keep their culture alive in
old cultural centers such as Skopje, Prizren, Thessaloniki, Bitola, Sarajevo, Plovdiv, Sofia, as well as in
new centers such as Glimiilcine, Pristina, Gostivar, Constanta, Shumen, Kircali, Komrat (Islam, 2001,
p. 56).

The most important means for the Turks living in the post-Ottoman Balkans to make their
presence and voices heard were the press and broadcasting activities. The press is still an indispensable
tool for the Turkish communities in the Balkans today. In this respect, the Turkish press in the Balkan
countries should not be seen only as a medium of communication (Islam, 2001, p. 57). In this context,
Turkish continued to exist as a spoken and written language in the post-Ottoman Balkans. The Turks
maintained their culture in the regions where they lived through press and broadcasting activities in the
Turkish language. Turks in the Balkans attempted to preserve their mother tongue within the constraints
of the prevailing political and sociological environment. Turkish has been maintained not only as the
language of education but also through newspapers and magazines. In the Balkan countries, newspapers
and magazines were generally published and developed in the capitals of the countries and in areas
where Turks lived in dense concentrations. In this respect, the Turks living in the region, to preserve
their culture, utilized local print media to publish newspapers and magazines that promoted education
and culture in their own language (Aliov, 2023, pp. 71-93).

Turkish Press and Publications in North Macedonia

Northern Macedonia was a region that remained under Ottoman rule for more than five centuries.
With the Balkan Wars, the Ottoman Empire in the region came to an end (Saritung, 2023, p. 33). After
the Ottoman Empire's withdrawal from the region, now known as North Macedonia, it was divided into
three parts among Greece, Bulgaria, and the Serbian Kingdom as a result of the Balkan Wars. The part
of the Serbian Kingdom that remained was incorporated into Yugoslavia during this period and declared
its independence in 1991, following the dissolution of Yugoslavia. After independence, the country
faced a naming issue with Greece, and its name was subsequently changed to North Macedonia (Odemis,
2023, p. 444). Important statesmen and artists were raised in these lands, where the Ottoman Empire
ruled, and which are woven with significant social, cultural, literary, and historical ties in terms of
Turkish presence. However, the developments in the region following the decline of the Ottoman Empire
negatively impacted the Turkish presence in the region. The Turks, who had been deprived of many
rights until the Second World War, gained several rights, including the right to education in Turkish and
the right to freedom of the press and media, following the establishment of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Okumus & Hakan-Kagar, 2013, p. 268).

Due to the increasing pressure after the Balkan Wars, a large number of Turks migrated to
Anatolia. Macedonian Turks, who became a minority in other Balkan countries, were deprived of many
rights and lived under the sovereignty of the Serbian-Croat-Slovenian and Yugoslav kingdoms between
1912 and 1944 (Celebi, 2015, p. 120). However, despite the adverse conditions in which they lived,
Turks in the Balkans have carried out various activities to preserve their Turkish cultural heritage in
many areas, including associations, educational and cultural institutions, non-governmental
organizations, and media outlets. One of the most important of these is the press and broadcasting
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activities. Magazines and newspapers published at certain intervals have been the carriers of culture and
the voice of the Turks living in the region (Y1ildiz, 2019, p. 203). With the departure of the Ottoman
Empire from the region, the Turks faced significant social and cultural challenges. The decrease in the
population due to migration also reinforced this situation. Therefore, there were almost no periodicals
between 1912 and 1944. The newspapers published were very short-lived (Celebi, 2015, p. 121). After
the 1908 proclamation of the Constitutional Monarchy, the weekly newspaper Yildiz, which had begun
publication in Skopje, issued forty-seven issues over almost a year, and the newspaper ceased
publication in 1910. Between the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the beginning of the Second
World War, eleven newspapers were published in Macedonia: Rehber, Uhuvet, Hak, Hak Yolu,
Miicahede, Sosyalist Fecri, Yeni Vakit, Birlik, Seda-y1 Millet, Isik, and Dogru Yol (Kaya, 1999, p. 253).
The titles of the newspapers Hak ve Hak Yolu, Isik, Sada-y1 Millet, Miicahede, Yeni Vakit and Dogru
Yol, which were published in Macedonia between 1918 and 1941, were printed in Serbian as well as
Turkish, and two pages of some issues of Dogru Yol were printed in Serbian (Kaya, 1999, pp. 253-256).
The Yiicel Movement had a significant impact on the establishment of the Turkish press in Macedonia.
As a result of the intense efforts of the Yiicel Movement, Birlik, the first Turkish newspaper in the
region, was published in December 1944 (Odemis, 2023, p. 452). Birlik newspaper became the voice of
the Turks in the region, as it was the only Turkish newspaper published in the Balkans after World War
II. Following the closure of Birlik Newspaper after independence, new newspapers were needed.
Accordingly, Yeni Balkan Newspaper began publication in 2006 with 16 pages. The newspaper aimed
to bring together Turks in both Kosovo and Macedonia.

Pioner, a monthly children's newspaper published during the 1950-1951 academic year, Seving,
a children's and youth magazine published in Skopje in 1951, Tomurcuk, a children's magazine
published in 1957, and Sesler, the first issue of which was published in 1965, are important continuous
publications published under the umbrella of the Union. Apart from these, Yeni Kadin (1949) Magazine,
Vardar (1944) Magazine, El-Hilal (1987) Newspaper, Ugiinciiler-Independent Culture Magazine
(1994), Hikmet (2003) Magazine, Bahge (2004) and Kardelen (2009) children's magazines, Sessiz
Gemi-Turkish Language and Literature Magazine (2010) are among the important publications of the
region. The newspapers and magazines that continue to be published today are as follows (Saritung 34):
Ufuk Magazine (2009), Kizil Elma (2002), Ekol (2002), Grafiti (2003), Dere (2003), Haberci (2004),
Ufuk (2009), Evlad-I Fatihan (2010), Koprii (2002).

There are over 70 state and privately owned radio organizations in Macedonia. According to the
2002 law, radio broadcasting in many different languages has become possible. In the country's
multicultural environment, different cultures and languages were given the opportunity to be represented
in radio broadcasting. The radios broadcasting in Turkish are Skopje Radio and Dost FM (Budak, 2011,
p- 148). Since the Yugoslavia period until today, Skopje Radio and MRT 4 television channel have
broadcast in Turkish, and the duration of these broadcasts has increased. Divan Publishing and Yeni
Balkan Publishing, affiliated with the Bridge Association, are two publishing houses that publish books
in Turkish. TimeBalkan, Yeni Balkan and Vardar Press continue to publish Turkish-language news
websites on the internet (Lutviyi, 2022, pp. 264-265).

Aim

In the Balkans, most Turkish works have been published in North Macedonia, and many
magazines and newspapers have been published. One of these publications is Koprii Magazine, which
started its publication life in Skopje in 2002. The aim of this study is to examine K&prii Magazine, which
holds a significant position among Turkish press activities in the Balkans, and to analyze the magazine's
role in the context of preserving and sustaining Turkish culture.
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Method

Since 2002, Koprii Magazine, which continues to be published, has fulfilled an important function
in protecting the national and cultural identity of Turks living in and around Macedonia and preserving
the Turkish language through its press and broadcasting activities. The fact that most Turkish works in
the Balkan geography are published in Macedonia and that Turkish is accepted as the second official
language in many cities of North Macedonia reveals the importance of Koprii Magazine in terms of
Turkish culture and language.

In the study, Koprii magazine was analyzed using the quantitative content analysis method, and
the magazine's place in the Turkish press in the Balkans and its role in preserving Turkish culture were
examined. The primary purpose of the quantitative content analysis technique, which is frequently used,
especially in analyzing written texts, is to code the content by creating categories and to determine the
density of these categories based on the frequency of code repetition. Accordingly, all issues of the
journal published and available in the archive of the Bridge Association were included in the study.
While a total of 60 issues were analyzed within the scope of the research, the 7th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 18th,
25th, 31st, 59th, 60th, 61st, 62nd, 64th, 65th, 66th, 68th, 69th, 70th and 74th issues that were not
available in the archive were excluded.

Findings
Purpose and editorial policy of the journal

Koprii magazine, which started its publication life in January 2002, was prepared by a group of
university students in Skopje, the capital of Macedonia, with the support of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hayati
Yavuzer, the ideas of Oktay Ahmed and the help of Mehmet Beliil, the Macedonian Representative of
the Anatolian Development Foundation. The name of the magazine was suggested by Leyla Serif Emin,
who was inspired by the Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge, popularly known as the Vardar Bridge or Stone
Bridge (Ibrahimgil 47). In the first issue of the magazine, the responsible and editor-in-chief Adem
Bayram, in his article "Getting Started", explained the aims of the magazine with the following
statements: "As Macedonian Turks, we, as Macedonian Turks, want to give a wide coverage to issues
that reflect our cultural values and thus contribute to the awakening and raising of common cultural
consciousness". Koprii magazine features articles on language, literature, history, culture, art, research,
and reviews. In 2003, the magazine became an association under the name of Koprii Culture, Art and
Education Association. Koprii magazine has continued its activities under the association's roof since
2003.

On November 2, 2009, Kardelen Magazine, a "Fun Education and Culture Magazine" for children
aged 9-14, was published. On the inside cover of the 38th issue of the magazine, Kardelen children's
magazine was announced with the title "For those we hope for". Divan Publishing and Yeni Balkan
Publications, as two publishing houses that publish magazines and books within the association, make
great contributions to Macedonia's culture, art, education and Turkish literature. Koprii magazine is the
only magazine dedicated to "Culture, Art and Literature" that continues to be published in Skopje today.
It is generally published quarterly except for some issues. During the magazine's publication process,
numerous changes were made to its form and content. However, it has exhibited a conservative attitude
in its publication policy. The writing staff consists of local writers. However, the writings of many
writers from outside the country are also included. Leyla Serif Emin, Avni Engiillii, Fahri Ali, Hiisrev
Emin, Fahri Kaya, Ahmet Lokce, Melahat Engiillii, Zeynel Beksac, Bekir Abdi, Recai Ozcan, Siileyman
Baki, Yaser Halim, Taner Giigliitiirk, Saadet Nebi, Melek Seyfulai, Nedim Emin and Mehmed Arif.
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Content of Koprii magazine

Koprii is a quarterly magazine that focuses on culture, art and literature. The magazine features a
diverse range of literary and academic works, including essays, poems, stories, interviews, travel
articles, research articles, symposia, and more. In Table 1, the contents of Koprii magazine are
categorized by subject, and the number of magazines, total number of publications, and subcategories
within these categories are provided.

Table 1. Genre and Subject Categories in Bridge Magazine

Category. Number of Magazines Total Number Subcategories
of Publications
Trial All Numbers 529 Individual issues, Love, Love, Longing,

Loneliness, Social Issues, Ottoman Civilization,
Turkish Culture, Balkan and Macedonian Turks,
Balkan Civilization, Skopje City, Society and
Life, Migration, Culture-Art-Literature,
Folklore, Nature, Geography, Language,
Education, Religion, Homeland, Identity.

Poetry All Numbers 548 Individual Issues, Love, Longing, Loneliness,
Social Issues, Ottoman Civilization, Turkish
Culture, Balkan and Macedonian Turks, Balkan
Civilization, Society and Life, Migration,
Culture, Art, Literature, Folklore, Nature,
Geography, Language, Education, Religion,
Homeland, Identity.

Story 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9, 13, 55 Literature, Hometown, Life, Folklore, Migration
14,17, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, and Expatriation, Individual Issues.
36, 37, 38, 43, 44, 46, 47,
56, 67.

Travel 3, 32,33, 34, 35, 36, 45, 8 Migration, Geography, Life.

Writing 49, 76.

Article 2,3,5,6,13, 22,23, 24, 29 Language, Folklore, Personality, Ottoman
26,27,28,73,75,76,717, Culture and Civilization, Art and Literature,
78. Religion, Migration, Administrative Structure of

Macedonia-Skopje, Society and Life, Press and
Publication, Economy, Balkan Culture and

Civilization.
Interview 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9, 13, 46 Language, Religion, History, Culture, Art and
Conversati 14, 15,16, 17, 19, 20, 21, Literature, Education, Ottoman Civilization,
on 22,23,24, 26,27, 28, 29, Macedonian Culture, Balkan Culture, Press and
30,41,42,43, 45, 46, 47, Publication, Folklore, Foundations, Poet-Writer,
48,49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58, Migration, Diplomacy, Politics.
63,67,71,72,73,75, 76,
77,78.
Research 15,16, 17,19, 26, 42, 46, 11 Religion, Ottoman Civilization, Balkan Culture,
49. Education, Life, Personality.
Symposiu  57. 9 Religion, Politics, Migration, Language,
m Ottoman Culture and Civilization in the
Balkans.
Spiritual 1,3,5,8,9,13, 14, 15, 16 Culture-Art-Literature, Language, Folklore,
Leaders 16, 17, 19, 20, 22, 24, 26. Turkish Culture, Religion.
and
Important
Personaliti

€S
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Essays are one of the most important literary genres in the magazine. The essays of Leyla Serif
Emin, the writer and poet who wrote the most works in the journal, come to the forefront. At the same
time, Kefayet Abdiirrahman Tahir, Fahri Kaya, Fahri Ali, Avni Engiillii, Abdiilkadir Hayber, Recai
Ozcan, Ahmet Lokce, Sevba Abdula, Saadet Nebi, Taner Giicliitiirk, Seyyid Emin, Miimin Ali, Melek
Seyfulai and Mehmet Arif are among the important essayists who wrote in the magazine. Many authors
have recurring topics in the magazine. Important personalities, such as Fahri Kaya, Yahya Kemal
Beyatli, and Mehmet Akif Ersoy, were highlighted, and the writers provided extensive coverage of these
personalities in their articles. In issue 46, a special issue was published in honor of Fahri Kaya, one of
the most important poets and writers of Macedonian Turks. The magazine included articles by writers
about Fahri Kaya, which is a notable example of this. Likewise, in issue 76, due to the death of Fahri
Kaya, articles about Fahri Kaya were also included. Articles introducing and describing Yahya Kemal
Beyatli and Mehmet Akif Ersoy were frequently included in the magazine. The essays published in the
magazine are mainly about love, love, longing, loneliness, social issues, Ottoman civilization, Ottoman
culture and heritage, Turkish culture, Balkan and Macedonian Turks, Balkan civilization, Skopje city,
society and life, migration, culture-art-literature, folklore, nature, geography, language, education,
religion, homeland, identity.

Another important genre that stands out in the magazine is poetry. Poetry is featured extensively
in the magazine. The poems of Abdiilfettah Rauf and Necati Zekeriya were included on the front cover
or the inside of the back cover. Based on this, the magazine followed a publication policy in line with
these two poets. Abdiilfettah Rauf generally dealt with religion and homeland in his poems. Necati
Zekeriya, on the other hand, focused more on national issues. Ilhami Emin, Melahat Engiillii, Hiisrev
Emin, Avni Engiillii, Fahri Ali, Leyla Serif Emin, Fahri Kaya, Siikriye Yusuf, Sabit Yusuf, Bekir Abdi,
Rifat Emin, Bahar Yusuf, Zeynel Beksag, Bennu Musli, iskender Muzbeg, Taner Giicliitiirk, Yaser
Halim, Giilasfi Melani, Naciye Hasan, Seyhan Yakupi, Esra Siileyman, Hayati Yavuzer, Mehmed Arif
and Miimin Ali are the poets who stand out with their poems. There are also poems by numerous amateur
poets, as well as an anonymous poem. In the poems, as in the essays, love, love, longing, loneliness,
social issues, Ottoman civilization, Ottoman culture and heritage, Turkish culture, Balkan and
Macedonian Turks, Balkan civilization, society and life, migration, culture-art-literature, folklore,
nature, geography, language, education, religion, homeland, identity are the subjects of the poems. There
are also recurring poem titles of poets in the magazine.

After essays and poetry, the magazine also focused on the story genre. Vasfi Samim's stories stand
out in the magazine. Onder Ozgiirlii, Leyla Serif Emin, Sevim Bahtiyarevi¢, Oktay Ahmed, Nurel Kain,
Erman Saban, Hayati Yavuzer, Neyat Siileyman, Enis Emin, Beyza Kazim, Sennur Siileyman, Zekeriya
Ibrahim, Suat Engiillii, Suat Abdiirrahman, Aysel Doko, Salih Giin, Siileyman Sait, Liitfii Seyfullah,
Muhammed Baris, Semra Nanus, Nuran Yilmaz, Siikriye Yusuf, Vasfi Samim, Ahmet Igciler, Sadiye
Emin, Fahri Kaya, Avni Abdullah and Ceyda Lama are the important story writers in the magazine. The
magazine also included stories on personal issues, literature, hometown, life, folklore, migration and
expatriation. The magazine featured a few travel articles. Articles by Kefayet Abdiirrahman, Halime
Yildiz, Siileyman Dag and Seyyid Emin were published. Topics such as migration, geography, Anatolia
and life were included in travel articles. Another literary genre included in the magazine is the article.
Siileyman Baki, Omer Fatih Uskiibi, Nazim Ibrahim, Necati Cayirli, Abide Dogan, Kadriye Siileyman,
Yeliz Daut, ibrahim Yusuf, Fatih Siileyman, Idris Bostan, Onder Bayir, Ahmet Serif, Abdiilmecit
Nuredin, Gragi Georgiev, Fahriye Emgilli, Fatih Murtezan, Tahir N. Uskiibi, Buse Celik Kader, Ertugrul
Karakus, Sezer Salihi, Ataullah Aliyi and Fahri Kaya are among the important article writers. The
magazine features numerous articles on the Turkish language, folklore, personality, Ottoman cultural
heritage and civilization, art and literature, religion, migration, the administrative structure of
Macedonia-Skopje, society and life, press and publication, economy, Balkan culture, and civilization.
The interviews, conversations and questionings in almost every issue of K&prii magazine address all
areas of society. Interviews with experts and prominent individuals in various fields, including literature,
art, education, and history, constitute an important part of the magazine. The interviews, conversations,
and questionings in the magazine primarily focus on topics such as language, religion, history, culture,
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art, literature, education, Ottoman civilization, Macedonian culture, Balkan culture, press and
publication, folklore, foundations, poets, writers, immigration, diplomacy, and politics.

Research articles are also included in the journal. Muhammed Arugi, Yusuf Hamzaoglu,
Muharrem Yahya, Cemal Aydin, Fahri Kaya and Siileyman Baki are among the important research
writers. Topics such as religion, Ottoman civilization, Balkan culture, education, life and personality are
discussed. The 57th issue of the journal was dedicated to the symposium "Values Lost in the Balkans
after the Ottoman Empire," held on June 8, 2013, in Skopje, Macedonia, marking the 100th anniversary
of the Balkan Wars. The symposium papers of Ismail Mangaltepe, Ali Fuat Oreng, Dragi Georgiev,
Zekeriya Ibrahimi, Ahmet Serif, Kosta Balabanov, Adnan Serif, Nuredin Ahmeti and H. Yildirim
Aganoglu were included. The Symposium covered topics such as religion, politics, migration, language,
Ottoman culture and civilization in the Balkans.

Especially in the "Introducing Our Spiritual Leaders" section of the magazine, valuable poets,
writers, and important individuals who have shaped Turkish literature, culture, and heritage in North
Macedonia, as well as those who have pioneered the young generation, have been introduced and
described in articles. Cultural news and aphorisms were included in all issues of the magazine. In the
"From Our Folklore" section, tales, lullabies, folk songs and manis of the Balkans and Macedonian
Turks are included. In the "Our Associations" section, the associations organized by the Turks in
Macedonia were introduced. Works from the shelves of the Poet Asik Celebi library, the "Let's get to
know our classical Turkish writers" section, and book introductions were introduced. New sections were
also introduced in the magazine, but these sections were featured in only one or two issues. These;
periodicals, bibliography of Fahri Kaya's published books, the opening speech made by the president of
our association at the opening ceremony of our association center and library, our lost values, Bridge
virtual world conversations-reader letters, interviews with East Macedonian students, graduation theses
of graduates of the Department of Turcology of the Faculty of Philology of St. Cyril Metodi University
in order to contribute to Macedonian Turkish Literature, film analysis, selections from the magazine
Sesler, symposium proceedings on values lost in the Balkans after the Ottoman Empire.

The contents of Koprii magazine in the context of Turkish culture

After the Ottoman rule in the Balkans, the Balkan peoples, who lived alongside Turks, were directly
influenced by Turkish language and culture. However, after the Ottoman Empire, Turks became a
minority in the Balkans and were subjected to cultural imperialism. In this process, maintaining the
Turkish language and culture is crucial, and the role of media activities is significant. The analysis of
the contents of Koprii magazine in the context of Turkish culture is given in Table 2.

Table 2. Content Distribution of Bridge Magazine in the Context of Turkish Culture

Category. Number of Magazines Total Subcategories
Number of
Publications
Language 2,5,6,37,38, 44, 63, 71. 8 Interview, Article, Poem, Essay,
Ottoman 1,2,3,5,9,13, 17,23, 24, 29 Essay, Poem, Poetry, Interview, Research,
Turkish 217,28, 34, 41, 51, 57, 76, Conversation.
Heritage and 717, 78.
Civilization
Balkan Culture 22, 67,73 3 Research, Essay, Article,
and
Civilization
Balkan and 3,6,51,57,73 7 Essay, Poem, Interview,
Macedonian
Turks
Skopje City 5,48, 55, 58 6 Poetry, Essay,
Migration 51 1 Poetry,
Folklore 3,5,50, 57,58 5 Trial
Geography 45, 56, 75, 76 4 Travel writing, Essay.
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History 2,4,5 3 Interview, article.
Culture, Art 1,2,3,4,5,6,8, 14, 15, 20, 34 Interview / Conversation, Essay/Article,
and Literature 23,29, 32, 33, 38, 39, 40, Questioning,
46, 50, 63, 77
Education 4,13, 30 4 Interview, Essay,
Religion-belief 2, 6, 19, 53, 4 Essay, Research, Poem,
Press and 6,8, 13,16, 21. 6 Article, Essay,
Publication

Turkish culture, art and literature are the most frequently covered subjects in Koprii magazine,
with 34 articles. The fact that culture is a spiritual force and a binding element that constitutes unity was
frequently discussed in the articles, which featured content on language, art, belief and value systems,
customs and traditions, Turkish folk literature, and contemporary Turkish literature. The importance of
using the Turkish language, reading Turkish newspapers and magazines, listening to Turkish radio
broadcasts, and attending cultural events organized in the Balkan countries and in Macedonia, where
Turks reside in large numbers, was emphasized in terms of preserving Turkish culture. The functionality
of Rumelia cultural nights organized in Turkey, in terms of the representation of Macedonian Turks and
the difficulties and oppression Turks face as a minority in the Balkans, are other topics that have attracted
attention. Three articles were published on the marriage and wedding customs of Macedonian Turks, as
well as local culinary products.

In various articles on folklore, calls have been made for the research and compilation of folk
songs, manis, and fairy tales, especially the Prizren dialect sayings of Macedonian Turks. The Y 6riik
Turkish communities living within the borders of Macedonia, the efforts of teacher-writer Hiiseyin
Siileyman, one of the Turkish intellectuals who compiled and published folklore after the Second World
War, and the work of the Dogru Yol Turkish Culture and Art Association are noteworthy articles.

One of the most frequently discussed topics in the magazine is the historical and cultural artifacts
from the Ottoman period. Monuments such as the Stone Bridge, Davut Pasha Bath, Grand Bazaar,
Turkish Bazaar, Burmese Mosque, Raven Mosque, Simnitsa Mosque, and Ottoman-era Clock Towers
are analyzed. The general content of the articles is that the artifacts reflecting Ottoman civilization and
culture are a great wealth for Macedonia, an important part of the social memory; however, various
studies should be carried out to preserve them for future generations. It has dealt with effects such as the
destruction of most of the Ottoman artifacts during the communist regime and the destruction of many
artifacts in the Skopje earthquake. Solution proposals, such as restoration works, revitalization of the
cultural foundation, and active participation of Turkish youth in cultural activities, were emphasized.

In the language-themed articles, it was generally emphasized that language is an integral part of
identity and that a nation expresses itself, its life, culture, beliefs, understanding of the state, sense of
history, traditions, customs, folklore, and much more through language. It was emphasized that the
Turkish language demonstrates Turkish presence in the Balkans and will continue to carry Turkish
culture into the future. One of the most common topics covered in the articles is the deprivation of Turks
from receiving education in their mother tongue and the oppression and prohibitions against Turkish.
Different authors have expressed that the Turks of Rumelia stood on Turkish watch in order to preserve
their identity, keep their traditions and customs alive, and carry them into the future with the same
values.

Articles on religion and belief focus on madrasas, the tradition of the Mawlid, religious festivals,
and the unifying power of mosques. The importance of Ottoman artifacts being open to all communities
and the tolerance that facilitated the peaceful coexistence of Macedonians, Albanians, Bosnians, Serbs,
Roma, Vlachs, and other nationalities for centuries was mentioned, and it was emphasized that they
gathered around Turkish institutions, especially in worship centers.

In articles on history, the need to protect the heritage of Turks living in the Balkan region for
centuries was emphasized, as was the importance of historical studies. It was also mentioned that the
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Balkans are an integral part of Turkish history. In another article, the phenomenon of migration and
forced migrations to Anatolia was covered.

In the articles on education, the emphasis was on education in the mother tongue and the
acquisition of the Turkish language. It was emphasized that the language is the most important tool for
preserving and transmitting Turkish culture to future generations, and it was argued that the Turkish
language should be preserved despite the challenges faced by minority groups.

The focus of the articles dealing with the lives of Balkan Turks in general and Macedonian Turks
in particular is on unity around Turkish culture and the Turkish language, despite political differences
of opinion. The importance of institutions providing education in the mother tongue and broadcasting
organizations in promoting Turkish unity is emphasized. In addition, the responsibilities and importance
of Turkish non-governmental organizations in preserving the Turkish identity and raising conscious
Turkish generations who do not break away from their history are emphasized.

The prominent theme in the articles on the city of Skopje is that Skopje was an Ottoman city,
characterized by its bazaar, fountains, inns, mansions, mosques, baths, and madrasahs. There are Turkish
traces in almost every part of the city, and the city gains meaning through its Turkish cultural heritage.
The cultural reflections presented here were compared with those of Anatolian cities, and it was
explained that Skopje is an heirloom of its ancestors and a Turkish land.

Discussion

Balkan lands have been the cradle of rich cultures and different civilizations, and have been home
to Slavic-Christian and Turkish-Islamic cultures and civilizations. There are deep traces of Turkish
culture in the Balkans, a region that serves as a crossroads where diverse societies intersect. The Ottoman
Empire, which ruled the region for more than five centuries, ensured stability in political, economic,
commercial, and cultural terms. As a result, the region was Turkified in a short time through its
systematic settlement policy. Balkan peoples living together with Turks, who spoke the Turkish
language and were influenced by Turkish culture. Thus, Turkish culture has been the most significant
source of inspiration for Balkan culture for centuries. Despite the complex political relations of the 19th
and 20th centuries and the negative effects of the migrations and social fluctuations experienced in this
process, the Balkan lands still preserve their characteristic of being a Turkish cultural center.

Turkish media in the Balkans began in the last quarter of the 19th century. After the dissolution
of the Ottoman Empire and the migration to Anatolia, Turks, who were a minority community in the
Balkans, had to preserve their language, religion, cultural assets, and identity. They focused on press
and broadcasting activities to make their voices heard. In this process, in terms of preserving the Turkish
language and culture, the share of press activities and the Turkish press is quite substantial. The Turks,
who sought to preserve their mother tongue within the constraints of the political and sociological
environment, utilized local print media to maintain their culture, publishing newspapers and magazines
that were pioneers in education and culture in their own language. However, this situation was not easy
after the Ottoman withdrawal from the region. With the establishment of Yugoslavia, Turks took
numerous initiatives to protect their rights and freedoms, particularly in the religious and cultural
spheres. The disintegration of Yugoslavia had a profound impact on media life, as many newspapers
and magazines were forced to close. However, despite all the negativity, Macedonian Turks continued
to work in the press to protect their identity and values, and to maintain the existence of the Turkish
language and culture in these lands. In this context, the largest number of Turkish newspapers,
magazines and books in the Balkans were published in Macedonia. During the period of the In Duringis,
Koprii magazine, published in Skopje in 2002, is one of these publications, with articles on Turkish
existence, culture, art, literature, and folklore to the present day.

Koprii magazine is a periodical that focuses on culture, art and literature. The magazine features
a diverse range of important works, including essays, poems, stories, interviews, travel articles, research
articles, and symposia. There are also sections such as Proverbs, Culture News, Folklore, Spiritual
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Leaders, Book Introduction and Analysis, and Art Nursery. In the articles published in the magazine,
the city of Skopje and the city's national, cultural and historical heritage, the Vardar River that witnesses
history, Ottoman cultural heritage and artifacts, values lost with the Ottoman withdrawal from the
region, the lives and problems of Macedonian Turks, Balkan Civilization, Turkish identity, Turkish
language, love, longing, migration, literature, art, literary values, Anatolia, Islamic religion and music.
In the magazine, there are essays, poems, stories, travelogues, articles, interviews, research, symposiums
and biographies of important personalities on social issues, Ottoman civilization, Turkish culture,
Balkan and Macedonian Turks, Skopje city, migration, folklore, nature, geography, culture-art-
literature, language, education, religion, homeland, identity, love, love, longing, loneliness, expatriation,
foundations, poet-writer, diplomacy, politics, press-publication activities. In the context of Turkish
culture, the most emphasized subjects in K&prii magazine are Turkish culture, art, and literature. Turkish
culture, art and literature were covered in a total of 21 issues and 34 publications. This is followed by
Ottoman heritage and civilization, with a total of 29 publications in various genres, including essays,
poetry, interviews, and research. The least emphasized topic in the magazine is the forced migration to
Anatolia.

Continuing its 22 years of continuous publication, K&prii magazine serves as a bridge for Turks
living in and around Macedonia. K&prii Magazine plays a crucial role in preserving the identity of Turks
and maintaining the vitality of the Turkish language through its press and broadcasting activities. Many
writers, journalists and publishers who grew up in the magazine try to keep the Turkish language alive
and maintain the Turkish press in the region. In this respect, the magazine, which is still published today,
holds great importance for the Turkish press in the region. Developments in the Balkans have
consistently impacted press and publishing activities throughout various periods. The primary objective
of most Turkish publications in the Balkan lands is to maintain the Turkish presence in the region and
preserve the Turkish language. Accordingly, the Turkish press in the Balkans has undertaken an
important task in strengthening the ties of Turks to their past and preserving the language, culture, and
identity of the Turkish communities in the region. The need for Turkish-language publications in the
region, from past to present, reveals the importance of Koprii magazine's contribution to the Turkish
press.

Conclusion

Language is one of the cornerstones of Turkish presence in the Balkans and a crucial element of
Turkish identity. In this context, Turkish publications play a crucial role in ensuring the continuity of
cultural heritage, preserving national and spiritual values, and fostering a sense of connection between
generations. Additionally, Turkish-language press and broadcasting activities in regions such as
Macedonia, where the Turkish population is not the majority, help strengthen the ties between Turks in
the Balkans and Turkey. Therefore, publishing in Turkish in the region is not only important in terms of
ensuring the continuity of the language, but also in preserving cultural identity and creating a common
ground where historical ties are maintained. Macedonia is the place in the Balkans where Turkish
publications, including newspapers, magazines, and books, are printed. After the dissolution of
Yugoslavia, although there was stagnation in press and broadcasting activities, many of which were
carried out under state monopoly, Macedonian Turks continued their press and broadcasting activities
to maintain the existence of the Turkish language and culture. Launched in 2002, K&prii Magazine is
one of these important publications.

Koprii Magazine, the only Turkish culture, art, and literature magazine in North Macedonia,
continues its uninterrupted publication life. The magazine, which serves as a repository of Turkish
culture in various fields, from literature to art, plays a crucial role in preserving cultural values and
facilitating cultural transmission. Koprii magazine, which strives to reach readers with topics such as
Turkish civilization, historical artifacts, traditions, and the mother tongue, holds great importance in the
struggle to preserve the values of those who remained in the region amid the historical process that
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profoundly affected the Turks. Many writers, journalists and publishers who grew up in the magazine
try to keep the Turkish language alive and to continue the Turkish press in the region. In this respect,
the magazine, which is still published today, holds great importance for the Turkish press in the region.

Disclosure Statements

1. Declaration of the contribution of the researchers: Concept —-E.G/G.K.; Design- E.G/G.K;
Supervision- E.G/G.K; Resources- E.G; Data Collection and/or Processing- E.G; Analysis and/or
Interpretation- E.G/G.K; Literature Search- E.G/G.K; Writing Manuscript- E.G/G.K; Critical Review-
E.G/G.K.

2. Conflict of interest: There is no conflict of interest.

3. Ethics Report: This study does not require ethics committee approval as it is not based on data
collection on humans and animals.

4. Research Model: The study is a research article.

5. Disclosure: This study was prepared by the first author under the supervision of the second
author at Atatiirk University, Institute of Social Sciences, Department of Journalism, with the title "The
Course of Post-Ottoman Turkish Press in the Balkans: A Study on Skopje Koprii Magazine" at Atatiirk
University, Institute of Social Sciences, Department of Journalism under the supervision of the second
author. This thesis was supported by Atatiirk University within the scope of the BAP project. Project
1D:12582



Gormen, A. & Karaoglu, G. / Anemon Mug Alparslan University Journal of Social Sciences, 2025 13(2) 792-812 803
TURKCE SURUM

Giris

Etnik koken bakimindan gesitlilik gdsteren Balkanlar, cografi 6zelliklerine bagl olarak bir¢ok
farkl kiiltiirel ve dini zenginligi barmdirmaktadir. Balkanlardaki Tiirk varligi, altiner yiizyilda Tiirk
kavimlerinin Orta Asya’dan Balkanlara olan gocleriyle baglamis (Hiiseyinoglu, 2015, s. 80) olsa da uzun
stireli ve kalict iliskiler Osmanli doneminde saglanmis, Siilleyman Pasa’nin 1354 yilinda baslattig: fetih
harekati ve sonrasinda Rumeli, Osmanli Devleti’nin en 6nemli topraklarindan biri olmustur (Adali,
1994, s. 63). Balkan topraklar asirlarca Osmanli hiikiimranlig altinda yasamistir. Ancak Osmanlinin
dagilmasinin ardindan eski ve koklii bir sehir kiiltiiriiniin miras¢ist olan Rumeli Tiirkleri, yasadiklar
iilkelerde birer azinlik durumuna diismistiir. Tiirkler dillerini, dinlerini, kiiltiir varliklarmi ve
kimliklerini muhafaza etmis, Uskiip, Prizren, Selanik, Manastir, Saraybosna, Filibe, Sofya gibi eski

kiiltiir merkezlerinin yani sira Giimiilcine, Pristine, Gostivar, Kdstence, Sumnu, Kircali, Komrat gibi
yeni merkezlerde kendi kiiltiirlerini yasatmaya yonelik faaliyetlerde bulunmustur (islam, 2001, s. 56).

Osmanli sonras1 Balkanlarda yasayan Tiirklerin varliklarini ve seslerini duyurmak igin en énemli
araclar1 basin yayin faaliyetleridir. Basin, Balkanlardaki Tiirk toplumlar i¢in giiniimiizde de vazgecilmez
bir aragtir. Bu acidan Balkan tilkelerindeki Tiirk basinini sadece bir haberlesme ortami olarak gérmemek
gerekir (Islam, 2001, s. 57). Bu baglamda, Osmanli sonras1 Balkanlarda Tiirkce, varligimi konusma ve
yaz1 dili olarak devam ettirmistir. Tlrkler yasadiklar bdlgelerde kendi kiiltiirlerini, Tiirk¢e olarak basin
yayin faaliyetleri ile yasatmistir. Balkanlardaki Tirkler, ana dillerini siyasi ve sosyolojik ortamin
sagladig1 kosullar icinde canli tutmaya calismustir. Tiirkge yalnizca egitim dili olarak degil, ayn1 zmanda
gazete ve dergi yoluyla devam ettirmistir. Balkan {ilkelerinde genellikle gazeteler ve dergiler iilkelerin
baskentleri ve Tiirklerin yogun olarak yasadig1 yerlerde yaymlanmis ve gelisim gostermistir. Bu agidan
bolgede yasayan Tirkler, kiiltiirlerini yasatmak adina yerel yazili basini kullanarak kendi dillerinde
egitim ve kiiltiiriin 6nciisii olan gazete ve dergiler ¢ikarmistir (Aliov, 2023, ss. 71-93).

Kuzey Makedonya’da Tiirkce Basin-Yayin

Kuzey Makedonya Osmanli Imparatorlugunun bes yiizyildan fazla hakimiyetinde kalan bir bolge
olmustur. Balkan savaslari ile bdlgedeki Osmanli Imparatorlugu siireci sona ermistir (Saritung, 2023, s.
33). Osmanli Devleti’nin bolgeden c¢ekilmesinden sonra giiniimiizde Kuzey Makedonya olarak
adlandirilan bolge Balkan savaslar1 sonucunda Yunanistan, Bulgaristan ve Sirp Krallig1 arasinda iic
parcaya boliinmiistiir. Sirp kralligina kalan boliim sonraki donemde Yugoslavya icerisinde yer almis ve
sonrasinda Yugoslavya’nin dagilmasi ile 1991 yilinda bagimsizligim ilan etmistir. Bagimsizlik sonrasi
iilke Yunanistan ile isim sorunu yasamis ve ismi Kuzey Makedonya olarak degismistir (Odemis, 2023,
s. 444). Osmanlinin bolgede hiikiim siirdiigii, Tiirk varlig1 agisindan 6nemli sosyal, kiiltiirel, edebi ve
tarihi baglarla oriilii bu topraklarda 6nemli devlet adamlari ve sanatkarlar yetismistir. Ancak Osmanlidan
sonra bdlgede yasanan gelismeler, bdlgedeki Tiirk varligini olumsuz yonde etkilemistir. ikinci Diinya
savagina kadar birgok haktan yoksun birakilan Tirkler, Yugoslavya Federal Cumhuriyeti’nin
kurulmasindan sonra bagta Tiirkge egitim 6gretim hakki olmak {izere, basin yayn hayati gibi bir¢ok
hakka sahip olmustur (Okumus & Hakan-Kagar, 2013, s. 268).

Balkan savaglar1 sonrasinda artan baski nedeniyle, Tiirklerin biiylik bir kismi Anadolu’ya gog
etmistir. Diger Balkan iilkelerinde oldugu gibi azinlik konumuna diisen Makedonya Tiirkleri, bircok
haktan mahrum kalmig, 1912-1944 yillar1 arasinda Sirp-Hirvat-Sloven ve Yugoslav kralliklarmin
egemenligi altinda yasamistir (Celebi, 2015, s. 120). Ancak yasadiklar1i olumsuz sartlara ragmen
Balkanlar’daki Turkler dernekler, egitim ve kiiltiir kuruluslar, sivil toplum orgiitleri, basin yayin
organlan gibi pek ¢ok alanda Tiirk kiiltir mirasin1 canli tutmak igin ¢esitli faaliyetlerde bulunmustur.
Bunlarin igerisinde en 6nemlilerinden birisi de basin yayin faaliyetleridir. Belirli araliklarla ¢ikan dergi
ve gazeteler birer kiiltiir tasiyicist ve bolgede yasayan Tiirklerin sesi olmustur (Yildiz, 2019, s. 203).
Osmanli Devleti’nin bolgeden ayrilisiyla Tiirkler sosyal ve kiiltlir alanda ciddi sorunlar yasamustir.
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Goglerle niifusun azalmasi da bu durumu pekistirmistir. Dolayisiyla 1912-1944 yillan arasinda siireli
yaymlar yok denecek kadar az olmustur. Yayinlanan gazeteler ise ¢ok kisa soluklu ¢ikmistir (Celebi,
2015, s. 121). 1908 Mesrutiyetin ilamindan sonra Uskiip’te yaym hayatina baglayan haftalik Yildiz
gazetesi, bir yila yakin bir zamanda kirk yedi say1 ¢ikmig, 1910 yilinda gazetenin yaym hayatina son
verilmistir. Osmanli’nin dagilmasindan Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nin baslamasma kadar Makedonya
topraklarinda Rehber, Uhuvet, Hak, Hak Yolu, Miicahede, Sosyalist Fecri, Yeni Vakit, Birlik, Seda-y1
Millet, Isik, Dogru Yol olmak iizere on bir gazete yayinlanmistir (Kaya , 1999, s. 253). 1918-1941 yillan
arasinda Makedonya’da ¢ikan Hak ve Hak Yolu, Isik, Sada-y1 Millet, Miicahede, Yeni Vakit ve Dogru
Yol gazetelerin bagliklar1 Tiirkge haricinde Sirpca, Dogru Yol gazetesinin ise kimi sayilarmin ikiger
sayfas1 Sirpca olarak basilmistir (Kaya, 1999, ss. 253-256). Makedonya’da Tiirkce basin yaym hayatinin
baslamasinda Yiicel Hareketinin etkisi olmustur. Yiicel Hareketinin yogun ¢abalari neticesinde Aralik
1944°te bolgenin ilk Tiirkge gazetesi olan Birlik gazetesi yayin hayatina baglamigtir (Odemis, 2023, s.
452). Birlik gazetesi ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Balkanlarda ¢ikan tek Tiirkce gazete olarak bolge
Tiirklerinin sesi olmustur. Birlik Gazetesinin bagimsizliktan sonraki dénemde kapatilmasiyla yeni
gazetelere ihtiya¢ duyulmustur. Bu dogrultuda Yeni Balkan Gazetesi 2006 yilinda 16 sayfa olarak yayin
hayatina baglamistir. Gazete hem Kosova hem de Makedonya’daki Tiirkleri bir araya getirmeyi
amaglamigtir.

1950-1951 egitim dgretim déneminde ayda bir yaymlanan gocuk gazetesi Pioner, Uskiip’te 1951
yilinda yayin hayatina baglayan ¢ocuk ve genglik dergisi Seving, 1957°de yayimlanmaya baglayan ¢ocuk
dergisi Tomurcuk ve 1965 yilinda ilk sayis1 yayimlanan Sesler dergisi, Birlik catis1 altinda ¢ikan énemli
stirekli yayinlardir. Bunlar diginda Yeni Kadin (1949) Dergisi, Vardar (1944) Dergisi , El-Hilal (1987)
Gazetesi, Ugiinciiler-Bagimsiz Kiiltiir Dergisi (1994), Hikmet (2003) Dergisi , Bahge (2004) ve
Kardelen (2009) cocuk dergileri, Sessiz Gemi-Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyat1 Dergisi (2010) bolgenin énemli
yayinlarindandir. Gilinlimiizde yayin hayatina devam eden gazete ve dergilerin devami su sekildedir
(Saritung 34); Ufuk Dergisi (2009), Kizil Elma (2002), Ekol (2002), Grafiti (2003), Dere (2003),
Haberci (2004), Ufuk (2009), Evlad-I Fatihan (2010), Koprii (2002).

Makedonya’da 70’in iizerinde devlete ve 6zel sektore ait radyo kuruluglar1 bulunmaktadir. 2002
tarihli yasa hiikiimleri geregince birgok farkli dilde radyo yayini1 yapma imkam dogmustur. Ulkenin gok
kdiltiirlii ortamina uygun olarak radyo yaymciliginda da farkl kiiltiirler ve dillerin kullanilmas1 imkan1
verilmistir. Tiirkge yayin yapan radyolar Uskiip Radyosu ve Dost FM’dir (Budak, 2011, s. 148).
Yugoslavya doneminden giiniimiize kadar Uskiip Radyosu ve MRT 4 televizyon kanalinda Tiirkce
yayinlar yapilmis ve bu yaymlarin siirelerinde artig olmustur. Koprii dernegine bagli Divan yayicilik
ve Yeni Balkan yayinlar1 Tiirkge kitap nesreden iki yaymevidir. TimeBalkan, Yeni Balkan ve Vardar
Press ise internet ortaminda Tiirk¢e yaym yapan haber siteleri olarak yayin hayatina devam etmektedir
(Lutviyi, 2022, ss. 264-265).

Amag

Balkanlarda en c¢ok Tiirkce eser Kuzey Makedonya’da basilmis, bir¢ok dergi ve gazete
¢ikarilmigtir. Bu yaymlardan biri Uskiip’te 2002 yilinda yaym hayatina baslayan Koprii Dergisidir.
Caligmanin amaci1 Balkanlardaki Tiirk basin faaliyetleri arasinda 6nemli bir yeri olan K&prii Dergisini
incelemek, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin korunmasi ve yasatilmasi baglaminda derginin roliinii irdelemektir.

Yontem

2002 yilindan beri yayn hayatina devam eden K&prii Dergisi, Makedonya ve ¢evresinde yasayan
Tiirklerin milli ve kiiltiirel kimliklerinin korunmas1 ve basin yayn faaliyetleri yoluyla Tiirk¢e nin
yasatilmasi agisindan 6nemli bir islevi yerine getirmektedir. Balkan cografyasinda en ¢ok Tiirkce eserin
Makedonya’da basilmasi ve Kuzey Makedonya’nin birgok sehrinde Tiirk¢e’ nin ikinci resmi dil olarak
kabul edilmesi, Koprii Dergisinin 6nemini Tiirk kiiltiirii ve dili agisindan 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir.
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Arastirmada Koprii dergisi nicel igerik analizi yontemiyle incelenmis, derginin Balkanlarda Tiirk
basim icindeki yeri, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin yasatilmasindaki rolii irdelenmistir. Ozellikle yazili metinlerin
analiz edilmesinde siklikla kullanilan nicel igerik analizi tekniginin temel amaci, kategoriler olusturarak
icerigin kodlanmasi ve bu kodlarin tekrar etme sikligina bagl olarak kategorilerin yogunlugunun tespit
edilmesidir. Bu dogrultuda derginin yayinlanan ve Koprii Dernegi arsivinde yer alan tiim sayilar
caligmaya dahil edilmistir. Aragtirma kapsaminda toplam 60 say1 incelenirken, arsivde bulunmayan 7.,
10, 11., 12., 18., 25., 31., 59., 60., 61., 62., 64., 65., 66., 68., 69., 70. ve 74. sayilar kapsam dis1
birakilmigtir.

Bulgular
Derginin amact ve yayin politikasi

Ocak 2002’de yaym hayatina baslayan Koprii dergisi, Makedonya’nin bagkenti Uskiip’te Dog.
Dr. Hayati Yavuzer’in destekleriyle Oktay Ahmed’in fikirleri ve Anadolu Kalkinma Vakfi Makedonya
Temsilcisi Mehmet Beliil’iin yardimlariyla bir grup iiniversite 6grencisi tarafindan yayin hayatina
hazirlanmigtir. Derginin adi, halk arasinda Vardar Kopriisti veya Tas Koprii isimleriyle adlandirilan
Fatih Sultan Mehmet K&priisii’nden esinlenen Leyla Serif Emin’in teklifi ile konulmustur (Ibrahimgil
47). Sorumlu ve basyazar Adem Bayram derginin ilk sayisinda “Baslarken” yazisiyla derginin gikis
amaclarmi, “Makedonya Tiirkleri olarak, bize ait olan kiiltiirel degerlerimizi yansitan konulara genis yer
vermek ve boylece ortak kiiltiirel bilincin uyandirilmasi ve yiikseltilmesinde katki saglamaktir”
ifadeleriyle agiklamistir. Koprii dergisi, dil, edebiyat, agirlikli olarak tarih konularina, kiiltiir yazilarina,
sanatsal goriislere, arastirma ve inceleme yazilarina dergi icerisinde yer vermektedir. Dergi, 2003 yilinda
Koprii Kiiltiir Sanat ve Egitim Dernegi ad1 altinda derneklesmistir. Koprii dergisi faaliyetlerine 2003 y1ili
itibariyle dernek ¢atisi altinda devam etmektedir. Dergi biinyesinde 2 Kasim 2009 yilinda 9-14 yas
cocuklar i¢cin “Eglenceli Egitim ve Kiiltiir Dergisi” olan Kardelen Dergisi ¢ikarilmistir. Derginin 38.
sayisin i¢ kapaginda “Umit bagladiklarimiz icin” bashig: ile Kardelen cocuk dergisinin duyurusu
yapilmstir. Divan Yayncilik ve Yeni Balkan Yaymlar dernek biinyesinde dergi ve kitap nesreden iki
yaymnevi olarak Makedonya’nin kiiltiiriine, sanatina, egitim ve Tirk edebiyatina biiylik katki
sunmaktadir. Koprii dergisi giiniimiizde Uskiip’te yaymn hayatina devam eden tek “Kiiltiir, Sanat ve
Edebiyat” dergisidir. Bazi sayilar1 hari¢ genel olarak {i¢ ayda bir ¢ikmaktadir. Derginin, yayin silirecinde
genel olarak sekil ve muhteva bakimindan birgok degisiklik yapilmistir. Ancak yayin politikasinda
tutucu bir tavir sergilemistir. Yazar kadrosu yerel yazarlardan olugsmaktadir. Ancak iilke disindan birgok
yazarin yazilarma da yer verilmektedir. Dergide en ¢ok eser veren yazarlar sirastyla Leyla Serif Emin,
Avni Engiillii, Fahri Ali, Hiisrev Emin, Fahri Kaya, Ahmet Lokge, Melahat Engiillii, Zeynel Beksag,
Bekir Abdi, Recai Ozcan, Siileyman Baki, Yaser Halim, Taner Giicliitiirk, Saadet Nebi, Melek Seyfulai,
Nedim Emin ve Mehmed Arif’dir.

Koprii dergisinin icerigi

Koprii dergisi kiiltiir sanat ve edebiyat konularia agirlik veren ii¢ ayda bir yayinlanan bir dergidir.
Dergide deneme, siir, hikaye, roportaj, gezi yazisi, aragtirma, makale, sempozyum gibi bircok dnemli
edebi ve akademik esere yer verilmektedir. Tablo 1°’de Koprii dergisinin igerikleri konularina gore

kategorilere ayrilarak, bu kategorilerin yer aldigi derginin sayisi, toplam yaym sayist ve alt
kategorilerine yer verilmistir.
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Tablo 1. Koprii Dergisinde Yer Alan Tiir Ve Konu Kategorileri

Kategori Dergi Sayisi Toplam Yaymn Alt kategoriler
Sayisi
Deneme Tiim Sayilar 529 Bireysel konular, Ask, Sevgi, Ozlem, Yalmzlik,

Sosyal Meseleler, Osmanlt Medeniyeti, Tiirk
Kiiltiirti, Balkan ve Makedonya Tiirkleri, Balkan
Medeniyeti, Uskiip Sehri, Toplum ve Yasam,
Gog, Kiiltiir-Sanat- Edebiyat, Folklor, Doga,
Cografya, Dil, Egitim, Din, Vatan, Kimlik.

Siir Tiim Sayilar 548 Bireysel Konular, Ask, Sevgi, Ozlem, Yalmzlik,
Sosyal Meseleler, Osmanlt Medeniyeti, Tiirk
Kiiltiirti, Balkan ve Makedonya Tiirkleri, Balkan
Medeniyeti, Toplum ve Yasam, Gog, Kiiltiir-
Sanat-Edebiyat, Folklor, Doga, Cografya, Dil,
Egitim, Din, Vatan, Kimlik.

Hikaye 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9, 13, 55 Edebiyat, Memleket, Yasam, Folklor, Gog-
14,17, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, Gurbet, Bireysel Konular.
36, 37, 38,43, 44, 46, 47,
56, 67.

Gezi 3, 32,33, 34, 35, 36, 45, 8 Gog, Cografya, Yasam.

Yazisi 49, 76.

Makale 2,3,5,6,13,22,23, 24, 29 Dil, Folklor, Sahsiyet, Osmanli Kiiltiir ve
26,27, 28, 73,75, 76,77, Medeniyeti, Sanat-Edebiyat, Din, Gdg,
78. Makedonya-Uskiip’iin idari Yapis1, Toplum-

Yagam, Basin-Yayin, Ekonomi, Balkan Kiiltiirii
ve Medeniyeti.

Roportaj 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9, 13, 46 Dil, Din, Tarih, Kiiltiir, Sanat ve Edebiyat,

Soylesi 14,15, 16,17, 19, 20, 21, Egitim, Osmanli Medeniyeti, Makedonya
22,23,24, 26,27, 28, 29, Kiiltiird, Balkan Kiiltiirii, Basin-Yayin, Folklor,
30,41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, Vakiflar, Sair-Yazar, Go¢, Diplomasi, Siyaset.

48,49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58,
63,67,71,72,73,75,76,

717, 78.
Arastirma 15,16, 17,19, 26, 42, 46, 11 Din, Osmanli Medeniyeti, Balkan Kiiltiiri,
49. Egitim, Yasam, Sahsiyet.
Sempozyu  57. 9 Din, Siyaset, Gog¢, Dil, Osmanli’nin
m Balkanlardaki Kiiltiir ve Medeniyeti.
Manevi 1,3,5,8,9,13, 14, 15, 16 Kiiltiir-Sanat-Edebiyat, Dil, Folklor, Tiirk
Onderler 16,17, 19, 20, 22, 24, 26. Kiiltiiri, Din.
ve Onemli
Sahsiyetler

Dergide yer alan 6nemli edebi tiirlerin basinda deneme gelmektedir. Dergide en ¢ok eser veren
yazar ve sair Leyla Serif Emin’in deneme yazilar1 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Aynm1 zamanda Kefayet
Abdiirrahman Tahir, Fahri Kaya, Fahri Ali, Avni Engiillii, Abdiilkadir Hayber, Recai Ozcan, Ahmet
Lokge, Sevba Abdula, Saadet Nebi, Taner Giicliitiirk, Seyyid Emin, Miimin Ali, Melek Seyfulai ve
Mehmet Arif dergide eser veren dnemli deneme yazarlarindandir. Dergide bir¢ok yazarin tekrar eden
konu basgliklar1 mevcuttur. Fahri Kaya, Yahya Kemal Beyatli, Mehmet Akif Ersoy gibi 6nemli
sahsiyetlerin lizerinde durulmus ve yazarlar yazilarinda bu sahsiyetlere genis yer vermistir. 46. sayida
Makedonya Tiirklerinin 6nemli sair ve yazarlarindan Fahri Kaya’ya 6zel bir say1 ¢ikarilmasi ve
yazarlarin Fahri Kaya’y1 anlatan yazilariin dergide yer almasi bunun en 6nemli 6rneklerindendir. Ayni
sekilde say1 76’da Fahri Kaya’nin vefatindan dolay1 Fahri Kaya’y1 anlatan yazilara da yer verilmistir.
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Yahya Kemal Beyatli ve Mehmet Akif Ersoy’u tanitan ve anlatan yazilar dergide sikga yer almistir.
Dergide yaymlanan denemeler agirlikli olarak agk, sevgi, 6zlem, yalnizlik, sosyal meseleler, Osmanl
medeniyeti, Osmanl kiiltiiri ve mirasi, Tiirk kiiltiiri, Balkan ve Makedonya Tiirkleri, Balkan
medeniyeti, Uskiip sehri, toplum ve yasam, goc, kiiltiir-sanat-edebiyat, folklor, doga, cografya, dil,
egitim, din, vatan, kimlik gibi bir¢ok konu ele alinmistir.

Dergide 6ne ¢ikan bir diger 6nemli tiir siirdir. Siire dergide yogun olarak yer verilmistir. Derginin
on kapag veya arka kapaginin i¢ kisminda Abdiilfettah Rauf ve Necati Zekeriya’nin siirlerine yer
verilmistir. Bundan yola ¢ikarak dergi bu iki sairin ¢izgisinde bir yayin politikas1 izlemistir. Abdiilfettah
Rauf siirlerinde genel olarak din ve vatan konusunu iglemistir. Necati Zekeriya ise daha ¢ok milli
konular iizerinde durmustur. Dergide ilhami Emin, Melahat Engiillii, Hiisrev Emin, Avni Engiillii, Fahri
Ali, Leyla Serif Emin, Fahri Kaya, Siikriye Yusuf, Sabit Yusuf, Bekir Abdi, Rifat Emin, Bahar Yusuf,
Zeynel Beksag, Bennu Musli, Iskender Muzbeg, Taner Giicliitiirk, Yaser Halim, Giilasfi Melani, Naciye
Hasan, Seyhan Yakupi, Esra Siileyman, Hayati Yavuzer, Mehmed Arif ve Miimin Ali siirleriyle 6n
plana ¢ikan sairlerdir. Ayn1 zamanda birgok amatdr sairin siirlerine ve bir anonim sgiire yer verilmistir.
Siirlerde deneme yazilarinda oldugu gibi agirlikli olarak ask, sevgi, 6zlem, yalnzlik, sosyal meseleler,
Osmanli medeniyeti, Osmanli kiiltiirii ve mirasi, Tiirk kiiltiirli, Balkan ve Makedonya Tiirkleri, Balkan
medeniyeti, toplum ve yasam, gog, kiiltiir-sanat-edebiyat, folklor, doga, cografya, dil, egitim, din, vatan,
kimlik konular1 yogun bir sekilde siirlere konu edinmistir. Dergide sairlerin tekrar eden siir bagliklar1 da
mevcuttur.

Deneme ve siirden sonra hikaye tiirline de agirlik verilmistir. Dergide Vasfi Samim’in hikayeleri
on plana ¢ikmaktadir. Onder Ozgiirlii, Leyla Serif Emin, Sevim Bahtiyarevig, Oktay Ahmed, Nurel
Kain, Erman Saban, Hayati Yavuzer, Neyat Siileyman, Enis Emin, Beyza Kazim, Sennur Siileyman,
Zekeriya Ibrahim, Suat Engiillii, Suat Abdiirrahman, Aysel Doko, Salih Giin, Siileyman Sait, Liitfii
Seyfullah, Muhammed Baris, Semra Nanus, Nuran Yilmaz, Siikriye Yusuf, Vasfi Samim, Ahmet igciler,
Sadiye Emin, Fahri Kaya, Avni Abdullah ve Ceyda Lama dergide yer alan 6énemli hikdye yazarlardir.
Dergide bireysel konular, edebiyat, memleket, yasam, folklor, go¢-gurbet gibi konular ve hikayeler de
yer almistir. Dergide az da olsa gezi yazisina yer verilmistir. Kefayet Abdiirrahman, Halime Yildiz,
Suleyman Dag ve Seyyid Emin’in yazilar1 yaymlanmistir. Go¢, cografya, Anadolu, yasam gibi konulara
gezi yazilarinda yer verilmistir. Dergide yer verilen bir diger edebi tiir makaledir. Siileyman Baki, Omer
Fatih Uskiibi, Nazim ibrahim, Necati Cayirli, Abide Dogan, Kadriye Siileyman, Yeliz Daut, ibrahim
Yusuf, Fatih Siileyman, Idris Bostan, Onder Bayir, Ahmet Serif, Abdiilmecit Nuredin, Gragi Georgiev,
Fahriye Emgilli, Fatih Murtezan, Tahir N. Uskiibi, Buse Celik Kader, Ertugrul Karakus, Sezer Salihi,
Ataullah Aliyi ve Fahri Kaya onemli makale yazarlarindandir. Dergide Tiirk dili, folklor, sahsiyet,
Osmanl kiiltiir miras1 ve medeniyeti, sanat-edebiyat, din, gog¢, Makedonya-Uskiip’iin idari yapisi,
toplum-yasam, basin-yayin, ekonomi, Balkan Kkiiltiiri ve medeniyeti gibi bircok makaleye yer
verilmistir. Koprii dergisinde hemen her sayisinda yer alan roportaj, soylesi ve miilakatlar toplumun her
alanina hitap etmektedir. Edebiyattan, sanata, egitimden, tarihe kadar birgok farkli alanda uzman ve
onde gelen kisiler ile yapilan goriismeler derginin 6nemli kismini olusturmaktadir. Dergide yer alan
roportaj, sdylesi ve miilakatlarda cogunlukla dil, din, tarih, kiiltiir, sanat ve edebiyat, egitim, Osmanl
medeniyeti, Makedonya kiiltliri, balkan kiiltiirli, basin-yaym, folklor, vakiflar, sair-yazar, goc,
diplomasi, siyaset gibi konular {izerinde durulmustur.

Dergide arasgtirma yazilarma da yer verilmektedir. Muhammed Arugi, Yusuf Hamzaoglu,
Muharrem Yahya, Cemal Aydin, Fahri Kaya ve Siileyman Baki 6nemli arastirma yazarlarindandir. Din,
Osmanli medeniyeti, Balkan kiiltiirii, egitim, yasam, sahsiyet gibi konular ele alinmistir. Derginin 57.
sayis1 8 Haziran 2013 yilinda Uskiip Makedonya’da Balkan Savaslari’nin 100. yilinda “Osmanli’dan
Sonra Balkanlarda Kaybolan Degerler” Sempozyumu igin ayrilmistir. ismail Mangaltepe, Ali Fuat
Oreng, Dragi Georgiev, Zekeriya Ibrahimi, Ahmet Serif, Kosta Balabanov, Adnan Serif, Nuredin
Ahmeti ve H. Yildinm Aganoglu’nun sempozyum bildirilerine yer verilmistir. Sempozyumda din,
siyaset, gog, dil, Osmanli’nin Balkanlardaki kiiltlir ve medeniyeti gibi konular yer almistir.
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Dergide &zellikle Manevi Onderlerimizi Tamtiyoruz bdliimiinde Kuzey Makedonya’nin Tiirk
edebiyatina kiiltiiriine ve mirasina yon veren, gen¢ kusaklara onciiliik eden, degerli sair, yazar ve 6nemli
sahislar tanitilmig ve yazilar ile anlatilmigtir. Derginin biitiin sayilarinda kdiltiir haberleri ve 6zlii sozler
yer almistir. Folklorumuzdan boliimiinde Balkanlara ve Makedonya Tiirklerine ait masal, ninni, tiirkii
ve manilere yer verilmistir. Derneklerimiz boliimiinde Makedonya’da Tiirklerin faaliyete gecirdigi
dernekler tamitilmigtir. Sair Asik Celebi kiitiiphane raflarindan eserlerin tanitimi, klasik Tiirk
yazarlarimizi tanityalim bolimi ve kitap tanmitimlan yapilmistir. Dergide ayrica yeni boliimlere yer
verilmistir ancak bu boliimler sadece bir veya iki say1 da yer almistir. Bunlar; siireli yaynlar, Fahri
Kaya’nin yaymlanan kitaplarinin bibliyografisi, dernek merkezi ve kiitliphanemizin agilis téreninde
dernek bagkanimizin yapmis oldugu acilis konusmasi, kaybolan degerlerimiz, Koprii sanal alem
muhabbetleri-okuyucu mektuplari, Dogu Makedonyali &grencilerle soylesi, Makedonya Tiirk
Edebiyati’na katki saglamak adia Aziz Kiril Metodi Universitesi Filoloji Fakiiltesi Tiirkoloji Béliimii
mezunlarin bitirme tezleri, film analizi, Sesler dergisinden se¢meler, Osmanlidan sonra Balkanlarda
kaybolan degerler sempozyumu bildirilerine yer verilmistir.

Tiirk kiiltiirii baglaminda Koprii dergisinin icerikleri

Osmanlinin Balkanlara hakim olmasindan sonra Tiirklerle, Tiirk diliyle, Tiirk kiiltiiriiyle birlikte
yasayan Balkan halklar1 Tiirk kiiltiiriinden dogrudan etkilenmistir. Ancak Osmanli’dan sonra, Tiirkler
Balkanlarda azinlik durumuna diismiis ve kiiltlir emperyalizmine maruz kalmistir. Bu siiregte Tiirk dili
ve Tiirk kiiltliriniin yasatilmasi agisindan basm yayin faaliyetlerinin pay1 oldukga biiyiiktiir. Koprii
dergisinde yer alan igeriklerin Tiirk kiiltiirii baglaminda analizi Tablo 2’de verilmistir.

Tablo 2. Tiirk Kiiltiirii Baglaminda K6prii Dergisinin I¢erik Dagilimi

Kategori Dergi Sayisi Toplam Alt Kategoriler
Yayn
Sayisi
Dil 2,5,6,37, 38, 44, 63, 71. 8 Roportaj, Makale, Siir, Deneme,
Osmanh Tiirk 1,2,3,5,9,13,17, 23, 24, 29 Deneme, Siir, SOylesi, Arastirma,
Mirasi ve 217,28, 34, 41, 51, 57, 76, Roportaj,
Medeniyeti 77,78.
Balkan 22,67,73 3 Aragtirma, Deneme, Makale,
Kiiltiirii ve
Medeniyeti
Balkan ve 3,6,51,57,73 7 Deneme, Siir, Soylesi,
Makedonya
Tiirkleri
Uskiip Sehri 5,48, 55, 58 6 Siir, Deneme,
Goc 51 1 Siir,
Folklor 3,5,50,57,58 5 Deneme,
Cografya 45, 56,75, 76 4 Gezi yazisi, Deneme,
Tarih 2,4,5 3 Roportaj, Makale,
Kiiltiir, Sanat 1,2,3,4,5,6,8, 14, 15, 20, 34 Roportaj/Soylesi, Deneme, Makale,
ve Edebiyat 23,29, 32, 33, 38, 39, 40, Miilakat,
46, 50, 63, 77
_Egitim 4,13, 30 4 Soylesi, Deneme,
Din-inang 2,6,19, 53, 4 Deneme, Arastirma, Siir,
Basin-Yayin 6,8,13,16,21. 6 Makale, Deneme,

Koprii dergisinde 34 icerik ile en ¢ok ele aliman konu Tiirk kiiltiirii, sanat1 ve edebiyatidir. Kiiltiirlin
biitiinliigl olusturan manevi bir gii¢ ve baglayici bir 6ge oldugu yazilarda siklikla ele alinmus, dil, sanat,
inan¢ ve deger sistemleri, orf ve adetler, Tiirk Halk edebiyati, ¢agdas Tiirk edebiyat1 {izerine igerikler
yayimlanmistir. Balkan {ilkelerinde ve Makedonya’da Tiirklerin yogun yasadig1 yerlerde kdiltiir birligi
oldugu i¢in Tiirkiye Tiirkcesi kullanilmasinin, Tiirk¢e gazete ve dergiler ile Tiirk¢e radyo yayinlarimin,
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diizenlenen kiiltiirel etkinliklerin, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin yasatilmas1 agisindan dnemine vurgu yapilmustir.
Makedonya Tiirklerinin temsili agisindan Tiirkiye’de diizenlenen Rumeli kiiltiir gecelerinin islevselligi
ile Tiirklerin azinlik olarak Balkanlar’da yasadiklar1 zorluklar ve baskilar dikkat ¢eken diger konu
basliklaridir. Makedonya Tiirklerinin evlilik ve diigiin adetleri ile yoresel mutfak iiriinleri ile ilgili 3 yazi
yaymlanmistir.

Folklor igerikli ¢esitli yazilarda da halk tiirkiileri ile Makedonya Tiirklerine ait maniler, masallar,
ozellikle Prizren agziyla deyislerin arastirilmasi ve derlenmesi gerektigi konusunda ¢agri yapilmustir.
Makedonya sinirlari igerisinde yasayan Yoriik Tiirk topluluklari, Ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra
folkloru derleyen ve yaymlayan Tiirk aydinlarindan 6gretmen-yazar Hiiseyin Siileyman’in emekleri ve
Dogru Yol Tiirk Kiiltiir Sanat Derneginin ¢aligmalar1 dikkat ¢ekici yazilardir.

Dergide en ¢ok ele alinan konulardan biri Osmanli doneminden kalan tarihi ve kiiltiirel eserlerdir.
Tas Koprii, Davut Paga Hamami, Kapaligarsi, Tirk Carsisi, Burmali Camii, Raven Camii, Simnitsa
Camii, Osmanli donemi Saat Kuleleri gibi eserler incelenmistir. Yazilarin genel igerigi, Osmanl
medeniyeti ve kiiltliriinii yansitan eserlerinin Makedonya igin biiyiik bir zenginlik oldugu, toplumsal
hafizanin 6nemli bir parcasi oldugu, ancak gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasi icin gesitli ¢aligmalarin
yapilmast gerektigi lizerinedir. Osmanli eserlerinin biiyiik bir kisminin komiinist rejim déneminde
yiktirilmasi, Uskiip depreminde ¢ok sayida eserin yok olmasi gibi etkileri ele almigtir. Restorasyon
caligmalari, vakif kiiltliriiniin canlandirilmasi, Tiirk genclerinin kiiltiirel faaliyetlerine aktif olarak
katiliminin saglanmasi gibi ¢6ziim onerileri vurgulanmistir.

Dil temal1 yazilarda genel olarak dilin bir kimlik olduguna; bir milletin kendisini, yasayisini,
kiiltiiriinli, inancini, devlet anlayisini, tarih suurunu, gelenek ve goreneklerini, folklorunu ve daha
fazlasim dil ile ifade ettigine ara¢ vurgu yapilmistir. Tiirk¢e nin Balkanlarda Tiirk varligimi kanitladig
ve Tiirk kiiltiiriinii gelecege tasiyacagi lizerinde durulmustur. Yazilarda en ¢ok islenen konulardan biri
Tiirklerin ana dillerinde egitim almaktan mahrum kalmalari, Tiirk¢eye yonelik baski ve yasaklardir.
Rumeli Tiirklerinin kimliklerini korumak, gelenek gorenekleri yasatmak ve 6zdes degerlerle yarmlara
tagimak igin Tiirk¢e nobetine durduklar, farkli yazarlarca dile getirilmistir.

Din ve inang konulu yazilar medreseler, mevlit gelenegi, dini bayramlar ve camilerin topluluklar
birlestirici giicii lizerine yogunlagmaktadir. Makedon, Arnavut, Bosnak, Sirp, Roman, Ulah ve diger
milletlerin birlikte huzur iginde yiizyillarca yasamalarinda, Osmanli eserlerinin tiim toplumlarin
kullanimina agik olmasinin ve hosgoriiniin 6nemine deginilmis, 6zellikle ibadet merkezlerinde Tiirkge
etrafinda toplanildigi vurgulanmustir.

Tarih konulu yazilarda asirlardir Balkan cografyasinda yasayan Tiirklerin mirasina sahip
cikilmasi gerektigi {izerinde durulmus, tarih ¢aligmalarinin 6nemi vurgulanmig, Balkanlarin Tiirk
tarihinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi olduguna deginilmistir. Bir igerikte de go¢ olgusu ve Anadolu’ya yapilan
zorunlu goglere yer verilmistir.

Egitim igerikli yazilarda ana dilde egitim ve Tiirkce dil edinimi iizerinde durulmustur. Tiirk
kiiltiiriintin korunmasi ve gelecek nesillere aktarilmasinda en 6nemli aracin dil oldugu vurgusu yapilmus,
azinliklarin yasadigi sorunlara ragmen Tiirkgeye sahip ¢ikilmasi gerektigi savunulmustur.

Genelde Balkan 6zelde Makedonya Tiirklerinin yasamlarini ele alan yazilarin odak noktasi
ozellikle siyasi goriis farkliliklarinin bir kenara birakilarak, Tiirk kiiltlirii ve Tiirkce etrafinda birlik
olusturulmasidir. Ana dilde egitim veren kurumlar ve yayin yapan kuruluslarin Tirk birliginin
olusturulmasindaki 6nemine deginilmistir. Ayrica Tirk sivil toplum teskilatlarinin, Tiirk kimliginin
muhafaza edilmesi ve tarihinden kopmayan suurlu Tiirk nesillerin yetismesinde sorumluluklari ve 6nemi
vurgulanmaisgtir.

Uskiip sehrine dair yazilarda one ¢ikan tema garsisi, ¢esmeleri, hanlari, konaklari, camileri,
hamamlar1, medreseleri ile Uskiip’iin bir Osmanli sehri oldugu, sehrin hemen her noktasinda Tiirk
izlerinin bulundugu, sehrin Tiirk kiiltiirii ile anlam kazandigidir. Buradaki kiiltiirel yansimalar, Anadolu
sehirleriyle karsilastirilmis, Uskiip’iin bir ecdat yadigar ve Tiirk diyar1 oldugunu anlatilmustir.
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Tartisma

Balkan topraklar1 zengin kiiltiirlerin ve farkli medeniyetlerin besigi olmus, Slav-Hristiyan ve
Tiirk-Islam kiiltiirii ve medeniyetlerine ev sahipligi yapmustir. Farkli toplumlarin bulusmasinda bir
kavsak olan Balkanlarda, Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin derin izleri bulunmaktadir. Bolgede bes asirdan daha uzun
bir siire hiikiim siiren Osmanli Devleti, siyasi, ekonomik, ticari, kiiltiirel agidan bolgede istikrart
saglamus, sistemli iskan politikasi ile bolge kisa zamanda Tiirklesmistir. Tiirklerle, Tiirk diliyle, Tiirk
kiiltiiriiyle birlikte yasayan Balkan halklar1 Tiirk kiiltliriinden dogrudan etkilenmistir. Boylece Tiirk
kdiltiirii yiizyillar boyunca Balkan kiiltiiriinii besleyen en énemli kaynak olmustur. 19 ve 20. ylizyillarin
karmasik siyasi iligkilerinin ve bu siirecte yasanan goglerin, sosyal dalgalanmalarin olumsuz etkilerine
ragmen Balkan topraklar giiniimiizde de Tiirk kiiltiir merkezi olma 6zelligini korumaktadir.

Balkanlarda Tiirk¢e basin yaym hayati 1800'lii yillarin son g¢eyreginde baslamistir. Osmanli
Devleti’nin dagilmasinin ve Anadolu’ya yasanan goglerin ardindan Balkanlarda azinlik bir toplum olan
Tiirkler, dillerini, dinlerini, kiiltiir varliklarin1 ve kimliklerini muhafaza etmek durumunda kalmuis,
seslerini duyurmak i¢in basin yaym faaliyetlerine agirlik vermislerdir. Bu siiregte Tiirk dili ve Tiirk
Kiiltiirlinlin yasatilmasi agisindan basin yayin faaliyetlerinin ve Tiirk basmin pay1 oldukca biiytiktiir.
Ana dillerini siyasi ve sosyolojik ortamin sagladigi kosullar icinde canli tutmaya calisan Tiirkler,
kiiltiirlerini yasatmak adina yerel yazili basim1 kullanmis, kendi dillerinde egitim ve kiiltiiriin onciisii
olan gazete ve dergiler ¢ikarmiglardir. Ancak Osmanlinin bdlgeden ¢ekilmesinden sonra bu durum pek
de kolay olmamustir. Yugoslavya’nin kurulmasiyla birlikte Ttrkler dini ve kiiltiirel alan basta olmak
iizere kendi hak ve hiirriyetlerini korumak adina birgok girisimde bulunmustur. Yugoslavya’nin
dagilmas1 basin yayin hayatim etkilenmis, ¢cogu gazete ve dergi kapatilmistir. Ancak Makedonya
Tiirkleri, tim olumsuzluklara ragmen, kimliklerini ve degerlerini korumak ve bu topraklarda Tiirk
dilinin ve kdiltiiriiniin varligim siirdiirmek i¢in basin yayin caligmalarina devam etmistir. Bu baglamda
Balkanlarda en ¢ok Tiirk¢e gazete, dergi ve kitap Makedonya’da basilmigtir. Bu dénemde 2002 yilinda
Uskiip’te yayimlanan, Tiirk varhgini, kiiltiir ve sanatini, edebiyatini, folklorunu giiniimiize ulastiran
Koprii dergisi de bu yayinlardan biridir.

Koprii dergisi kiiltiir sanat ve edebiyat konularina agirlik veren siireli bir yayindir. Dergide
deneme, siir, hikdye, roportaj, gezi yazisi, aragtirma, makale, sempozyum gibi birgok dnemli esere yer
verilmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda Ozlii Sézler, Kiiltiir Haberleri, Folklorumuzdan, Manevi Onderlerimiz,
Kitap Tanitim Ve Tahlili, Sanat Fidanlig1 gibi boliimler de yer almaktadir. Dergide ¢ikan yazilarda
yogun olarak Uskiip sehri ve sehrin milli, kiiltiirel, tarihi miras, tarihe taniklik eden Vardar nehri,
Osmanl kiiltiirel miras1 ve eserleri, Osmanlinin bdlgeden ¢ekilmesiyle kaybolan degerler, Makedonya
Tiirklerinin yagsamlar1 ve sorunlari, Balkan Medeniyeti, Tirk kimligi, Tirkce dili, ask, 6zlem, gdc,
edebiyat, sanat, yazinsal degerler, Anadolu, islam dini ve musikisi gibi bircok konu ele alinmustir.
Dergide, sosyal meseleler, Osmanli medeniyeti, Tiirk kiiltiirii, Balkan ve Makedonya Tiirkleri, Uskiip
sehri, go¢, folklor, doga, cografya, kiiltiir-sanat- edebiyat, dil, egitim, din, vatan, kimlik, agk, sevgi,
ozlem, yalmzlik, gurbet, vakiflar, sair-yazar, diplomasi, siyaset, basin-yayin faaliyetleri konularinda
olmak {iizere deneme, siir, hikaye, gezi yazisi, makale, roportaj, arastirma, sempozyum ve Onemli
sahsiyetlerle ilgili biyografi yazilar1 bulunmaktadir. Tiirk kiiltiirii baglaminda ele alindiginda Koprii
dergisinin en ¢ok vurguladigi konu Tiirk kiiltiirii, sanat1 ve edebiyatidir. Toplam 21 sayida ve 34 yayin
iceriginde Tiirk kiltiirli, sanat1 ve edebiyati ele alinmigtir. Bunu, deneme, siir, sdylesi, aragtirma ve
roportaj tiirlerinde toplam 29 yayin igerigi ile Osmanli miras1 ve medeniyeti takip etmektedir. Dergide
en az lizerinde durulan konu ise Anadolu’ya yapilan zorunlu go¢lerdir.

22 yildir yaymlarina araliksiz devam eden Koprii dergisi Makedonya ve cevresinde yasayan
Tiirkler i¢in koprii gorevi gérmektedir. Tiirklerin kimliklerini muhafaza etmesi ve Tiirk¢e nin basin
yayin faaliyetleri yoluyla yasatilmasi agisindan Koprii Dergisi 6nemli bir islevi yerine getirmektedir.
Dergide yetisen bir¢ok yazar, gazeteci ve yayimc1 Tiirkge dilini yasatmaya ve Tiirkge basimini bolgede
devam ettirmeye calismaktadir. Bu dogrultuda giinlimiizde hala nesredilen dergi bolgede Tiirk basini
acisindan olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Balkanlarda yasanan gelismeler basin yayin ¢aligmalarin1 her dénemde
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etkilemigtir. Balkan topraklarinda ¢ikan Tiirkce yayinlarin ¢ogunun amaci bolgedeki Tiirk varligini
devam ettirmek ve Tiirk dilini yasatmaktir. Bu dogrultuda Balkanlardaki Tiirk basini, Tiirklerin gegmisle
baglarin gii¢lendirmek ve bolgedeki Tiirk toplumlarinin dilini, kiiltiiriint ve kimligini yasatmak adina
onemli bir gorev iistlenmistir. Gegmisten giiniimiize bolge cografyasinda Tiirk¢e yayin faaliyetlerine
olan ihtiya¢, K&prii dergisinin Tiirk basini i¢in sagladigi katkinin ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir.

Sonug¢

Balkanlardaki Tiirk varliginin temel taslarindan ve Tiirk kimliginin en 6nemli unsurlarindan biri
dildir. Bu baglamda kiiltiirel mirasin devamliligini saglayan Tiirk¢e yayinlar, milli ve manevi degerlerin
muhafaza edilerek nesiller arasinda bir bag kurmasinin teminidir. Bunun yani sira Makedonya gibi Tiirk
niifusun ¢cogunlukta olmadig1 bolgelerde yapilan Tiirk¢e basin yayin faaliyetleri, Balkanlardaki Tiirkler
ile Tiirkiye arasindaki baglarin giiclenmesine yardime1 olmaktadir. Dolayisiyla bolgede Tiirkge yayin
yapmak, bir dilin devamliligini saglamanim yani sira kiiltiirel kimligin korunmas1 ve tarihi baglarin
stirdiiriildiigii ortak zeminin olusturulmasi acgisindan da mithimdir. Balkanlarda gazete, dergi ve kitap
gibi Tiirk¢ce yayin ve eserin basildigi yer Makedonya’dir. Yugoslavya’nin dagilmasinin ardindan,
birgogu devlet tekelinde yiiriitiilen basin yayin faaliyetlerinde durgunluk yasanmis olsa da Makedonya
Tiirkleri, Tiirk dilinin ve kiiltiirlinlin varhigini stirdiirmek i¢in basin yayin ¢caligmalarina devam etmistir.
2002 yilinda yayin hayatina baslayan Koprii Dergisi, bu 6nemli yayinlardan biridir.

Kuzey Makedonya’da tek Tiirkce kiiltiir sanat ve edebiyat dergisi hiiviyetine sahip olan K&prii
Dergisi, araliksiz yayin hayatina devam etmektedir. Edebiyattan sanata bircok alanda Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin
hafizas1 niteligindeki dergi, kiiltiirel degerlerin korunmasinda ve kiiltlirel aktarimda 6nemli bir rol
iistlenmektedir. Tiirk medeniyeti, tarihi eserler, gelenekler, ana dil gibi konularla okura ulasma
gayretinde olan Koprii dergisi, Tiirkleri derinden etkileyen tarihi siirecte bolgede kalanlarin degerlerini
yasatma miicadelesinde biiyiik bir 6neme sahiptir. Dergide yetisen bir¢ok yazar, gazeteci ve yayinci
Tiirk¢e dilini yasatmaya ve Tiirkge basinini bolgede devam ettirmeye ¢aligmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda
giliniimiizde hala nesredilen dergi bolgede Tiirk basini agisindan olduk¢a 6nemlidir.

Beyan ve Ac¢iklamalar

1. Arastirmacilarm katki oram beyani: Konsept — E.G/G.K.; Tasarim- E.G/G.K; Denetim- E.G/G . K;
Kaynaklar- E.G; Veri Toplanmasi ve/veya Islenmesi- E.G; Analiz ve/veya Yorumlama- E.G/G.K;
Literatiir Taramasi- E.G/G.K; Makale Yazimi- E.G/G.K; Elestirel Inceleme- E.G/G.K.

2. Cikar catismasi: Cikar ¢atigmasi bulunmamaktadir.

3. Etik Raporu: Bu caligma, insan ve hayvanlar {izerinde veri toplamaya dayanmadigindan etik kurul
onay1 gerektirmemektedir.

4. Arastirmanin Modeli: Caligma bir arastirma makalesidir.

5. Bilgilendirme: Bu calisma, birinci yazarin, ikinci yazarm damsmanliginda, Atatiirk Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Gazetecilik Anabilim Dali'nda hazirlamis oldugu "Balkanlarda
Osmanli Sonras1 Tiirk Bastninin Seyri: Uskiip Koprii Dergisi Uzerine Bir Inceleme" baslkli
yiiksek lisans tez ¢alismasindan tiiretilmistir. Tez calismasi, Atatiirk Universitesi tarafindan BAP
projesi kapsaminda desteklenmistir. Proje ID:12582.
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