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Dedications to Zeus Drymon from Lyrboton Kome

Abstract: During the field work at Lyrboton Kome near Perge in 2012 three altars were discov-
ered that stand side by side on the edge of a well-type cistern located in front of a monumental
building in the eastern centre of the settlement. Two blocks feature Greek inscriptions; whether
the third altar also bears an inscription is uncertain owing to the block’s present position. The
first of said two inscriptions mentions a weapon (lancea) presented as a dedicatory offering by
Aurelius Demetrios after retirement from military service as cornicularius in the Roman Army.
The place where the name of the God was given in line 1 is broken away, probably because of
the stone’s reuse at a later date. However, the word next to the damaged area is Drymon, which
is believed to be the god’s epithet. In a comment on the Hellenistic poet Lykophron, the Byzan-
tine scholar loannes Tzetzes mentions that Zeus was worshipped in Pamphylia with the cult ti-
tle of Drymnios. Since said gap accommodates not more than four letters, we assume that the
deity in question is Zeus. The second inscription gives only the name of the dedicator (Sulla).
The fact that the two dedicatory inscriptions and the other altar were all found in the same
place in front of a large structure suggests that these monuments were related to said structure,
which was probably dedicated to Zeus Drymon.

Keywords: Lyrboton Kome; Zeus Drymon; dedications; /ancea; Aurelius Demetrios; cornicu-
larius; Sulla.

The impressive ruins of Lyrboton Kome lie on the edge of a travertine terrace some 9 km northwest of
Perge. The settlement was first visited in 1911 by Ormerod and Robinson, who published ten inscrip-
tions from this site.' Three years later five more inscriptions were found by Keil, who identified the set-
tlement as Lyrboton Kome by combining two dedications previously published by Ormerod and Robin-
son.” For nearly a century no further epigraphical material was found in the settlement, which in view of
the 3040 oil presses in the houses can be characterized as an «olive oil production center».’ During our
field work in 2012, which aimed at reconstructing the course of the Via Sebaste between Doseme
Bogazi1 and Perge, a visit to Lyrboton Kome furnished us with some new inscriptions.* In this article I
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This research project was conducted with the permission of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism within the rese-
arch framework of «The Investigation of the Road System of Lycia/Pamphylia on the Basis of Epigraphy and His-
torical Geography». The field work was supported by the Akdeniz University Scientific Research Project Unit,
within the scope of project no 2012.01.0116.004.

" Ormerod — Robinson 1910/11, 217-219; inscriptions: 225-234 no. 1-10. For a description of the settlements and
its remains see Sahin 1995, 21-22; Cevik 1996/97, 79-101; Hellenkemper — Hild 2004, 696—698.

* Keil 1926, 90. The inscription no. 2 (now IPerge 77) is dedicated to emperor Hadrian and to Apollo «of the
Lyrbotai» (AméAovi AvpBetdv). Inscription no. 3 (= IPerge 78) refers to the same god: 0e® AméAhovi Td &v i
kopn. Both dedications are placed on the wall of a Hellenistic tower which was restored during the reign of Domi-
tian and Hadrian.

3 Hellenkemper — Hild 2004, 697 («Olmiihlen-Hzuser»). On the oil production see Cevik 1996/97, 85-88.

* Adak — Wilson 2012, 2—6 with map on p. 3. For the route see Takmer — Tiiner Onen 2008, 109—133. For another
new inscription from Lyrboton Kome mentioning a donation of P. Attius Rufus for a phratra see Oktan 2016, 651—
656.
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present two dedications found side by side near the eastern centre of the settlement. Inscription no. 1 in-
dicates that Zeus was worshipped by the Lyrbotai with the previously unattested epithet Drymon.

1. Dedication of a lancea to [Zeus] Drymon

A limestone block located in front of a monumental structure some 30 metres to the east of a well-paved
path with cart ruts in the centre of the settlement. The block lies horizontally between the pieces of
blocks scattered around said cistern. The area above the inscription shows two rings carved into the
stone (perhaps meant to be wreaths), the one on the right-hand side being damaged. Between and below
these rings there are two holes, probably made when the block was employed for some secondary use.
The surface of the inscribed area is well preserved except for said gap in the first line. While one half of
the top face of the stone is in its original condition, the other half is eroded, and there is no recess for a
statue in that area which shows no sign of erosion. The top centre of the stone may have accommodated
the lancea mentioned in the inscription.

Height: 1.22 m; width: 0.37 m; depth: 0.38 m; letter height: 0.018—
0.02 m.

Evtuy[d¢ Al] Apopdve
2 Adp. AnpuiTpig 00¢

Aptemdmdpov 6Tpa-
4 1eVoGuEVOC KOPVI-

KOLAAPLOG T)) O¢-
6 & v Aavkiov Gvédn-

vac. Kao. vac.

«With good fortune. To [Zeus] Drymon. I, Aur. Demetri(o)s, son of

Artemidoros, having served as cornicularius, dedicated the lancea to
the god.»

1. 1 Apvu@v as an epithet of a deity has hitherto been unattested. It is obviously connected with the word
dpoude/Spoucyv, translated as «copse, thicket» in LS. But the word also has the wider meaning of
«woodlandy, «forest» and, in particular, «oak forest».’ By calling Oreos &v 1® Apvud, Strabon refers to
the oak forest that surrounded the Euboean city.® There are further examples of Apvuég from Greece
and Cyprus of its use as a toponym.” An area of marshy land in Egypt is also recorded as popéc.® There
are also personal names in the form of Apbung, Apdpoc/Apduog, Apduog and Apdpwv (LGPN IIA,
IITA-B). In addition, nymphs were named as Apoufar, Apduioug, Apdupaic, Apvpoviat, Apduvaig,
Apbpvionc.’ Artemis has an epithet as Apvpovie,'® and the name Drymios/Drimios in Minoan culture is
presented as a god, a son of Zeus.'' This god is believed to be Apollo."” In his work «Alexandray, the

> In his «Dictionnarie étimologique de la langue grecque: histoire des mots» Chantraine refers to Spvuég and
dpvpv under the lemma Spdg (1968, p. 300).

® Strab. 10.1.4: kettar & vmd 1@ Tehetpio Spet &v 1d Apvud kth. For the geographical situation see Philippson
1950, 573: «in den Bergen siidlich von Orei breitet sich einer der grofiten Eichenwilder Griechenlands ausy.

7 For examples from Greece see Schachter 2016, 92. For Cyprus see Menardos 1908, 136.
¥ Bonneau 1983, 1ff.; Kelly 2011, 134.

? Schmidt 1872, 634.

' Orph. H. 36. 12.

" Maddoli 1992, 105 and 108.

"2 For this subject see Hornblower 2014, 108; Hornblower 2015, 239 ff.
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Hellenistic poet Lykophron mentions two deities, one of whom is named Apbpac.”” The Byzantine
scholar Toannes Tzetzes (12" century) interprets this word as 6 AméAhov mopd Miknofoi, i.e. as the
Milesian epiklesis of Apollo."* In addition, a kriophoros statuette from Knidos or Kalymnos carries a
fragmentary graffito restored as [Apv]uéo ipdq. The name Apdung in this graffito is interpreted as being
either a variant of the cult epithet Apvpoioc of Apollo in Miletos or the name of a male wood-nymph."?

Lykophron describes as 6 Apbuviog daipwmv a deity who supported the Trojans and gives ITpopavOevc,
Aibloy and T'vpdyiog as additional epithets of the same unnamed god (Alexandra, 535-537):

GAL” Zott ydp Tic, ot kol map” EAmiSol

MUV apwyOg Tpevpevig 6 Apduviog

datumv popavievg Aibioy Tupdyiog

According to loannes Tzetzes, all of these epithets were local cult titles for Zeus, who was worshipped
as I[IpopavOeic by the Thurians and as Aibioy and I'vpdyiog by the Chians. Tzetzes’ note on Apduviog
is important for identifying the god whose name is lost in our inscription. A cult title of Zeus in Pam-
phylia was 6 Apbuviog Sofpmv-o Zebe. Apbpviog 8¢ mapd Hapguiiow.'® Since Apbuviog and Apvpdy,
mentioned both in literary sources and in our inscription, have the same root dpvp-, it is very likely that
both epithets are variants of the same cult title that belongs to Zeus. The lacuna in line 1 of our inscrip-
tion supports this identification. The damaged area is 7 cm wide and provides space for just four let-
ters.'” As a result, line 1 should be restored as edtoy[d¢ At] Apvpévt. The name of Apollo, who was
worshipped by the Milesians under the cult title Apbuog, can therefore be ruled out.

Zeus Drymon, to whom the retired cornicularius Demetrios dedicated a lancea, was probably not the
main deity of Lyrboton Kome. Two imperial dedications on the wall of the Hellenistic tower refer to
Apollo. He is named with his epithet AvpPwtdv in one of the inscriptions (see fn. 2). This epithet im-
plies that he was the main god of the Lyrbotai. The exact meaning and the provenance of the epithet
Apoudv are uncertain. Although no place name related to Drymos is known in southern Asia Minor, it
could be derived from a toponym.'® It is possible that Zeus was the god of vegetation, of copse and for-
est, as in the case of Abonuteichos, where he is known as Poarinos, the god of grass or meadows."”
Since maquis is the vegetation characteristic of the Pamphylian plateau, such a name makes sense.

In addition to this dedication, there are two more altars standing side by side (Fig. 1). One bears the in-
scription given below as no. 2 (Fig. 3); the other block (Fig. 1 no. 3) lies horizontally, with its front side
facing downwards. Consequently, it cannot be said whether or not it bears an inscription. However, the
top side shows a rectangular space for sacrifices or offerings. It can therefore be assumed that the mon-

" Lykoph. Alex. 522.

'* Tzetz. ad Lyc. 92. For the connection between Drymas and Apollon see also Mair 1921, 538 fn. d; Johnston
2003, 165; Hornblower 2014, 1071f.

"% Johnston 2003, 165 f. See also Chaniotis — Mylonopoulos 2006, 367.

' Tzetz. ad Lyc. 93. On the function of the divine epithets used in the «Alexandra» see McNelis — Sens 2016, 38—
46.

7 The place where EYTYX- is written with somewhat more expanded letters has a width of 13,5 cm, while the
broken area is 7 cm wide. The line after the lost area has a length of 14 ¢cm; since Apvuévi can be read, more letters
must have been there. The widths of the other letters needed for filling in the gap in the inscription are: omega with
a width of 2 cm, sigma 1,5 cm, delta 1,4 cm; the eta could equal two iotas and occupies an area of 1,4 cm.

'8 Hornblower (2015, 79-80) also thinks the epithet of Drymas might have originated from the Phokian place name
of Drymos.

"1t is believed that this name stems from the words 1 w6 / moia, T modprov. For the association of Poarinos with
grass see Reinach 1905, 113; Saprykin 2009, 253. The epithet of Kersullos (or Kersussos) used for Zeus in Hadria-
noi appears to be associated with the Thracian name Kerses or with the words gers- (furrow) or karsu (field). It un-
derlines Zeus’ role as a god of vegetation; see Schwertheim 1987, 4; Chaniotis 1991, 307.
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umental ruins located directly behind these blocks are the remains of a temple that was dedicated to
Zeus Drymon; the cistern presumably supplied water to this building, which was probably very im-
portant for the community.

. 2 Anudtpic = Anuftproc. Aur. Demetrios is the second cornicularius attested in Lyrboton Kome.
From an epitaph edited by Keil we know that a cornicularius with the name Dimenis built a heroon for
himself and for his wife in the same settlement.”” The father of both cornicularii bears the name Arte-
midoros. It seems reasonable to suggest that Demetrios and Dimenis, who both served as cornicularii in
the Roman army and had an Artemidoros as their father, were siblings. Dimenis does not give his Ro-
man nomina in his epitaph, but since his wife’s name was restored as Iou[n(nio) AdpnA]ia ITod[oiot]-
pia by Keil, he also might have been an Aurelius.

From otpatevoduevog we know that Demetrios had completed his military service in the army as cor-
nicularius and afterwards returned to his native Lyrboton Kome. The same may be true for Dimenis, of
whom Keil wrote: «Dimenis stammte vermutlich aus der Lyrboton Kome ... und zog sich, nachdem er
es auswirts bis zum cornicularius gebracht und eine romische Biirgerin geheiratet hatte, in seine Heimat
zuriick, um dort seinen Lebensabend zu verbringen.»®!

Cornicularii served under provincial governors, legionary legates, prefects and tribunes.”® It is not
known where Demetrios was stationed. However, unlike the other examples of cornicularii, he dedicat-
ed his own lancea to the God. In antiquity there was a tradition of offering weapons and military
equipment items to a god after a great victory, after completion of a military mission or after retire-
ment.”> The nomen gentile Aurelius indicates that the inscription belongs to a period after 212; howev-
er, if we take into consideration that the two cornicularii were brothers, the monument was probably set
up not too long after this date.

L. 2 D¢ = vide.

1. 7 Aavxiav = Aoyxiov. The Latin word seems otherwise not to be attested in Greek inscriptions. A
Movkidpiod/lanciarius is mentioned in CIG 4004 (Ikonium) and in SEG 31, 1116 (Kotiaion). An epitaph
known from the Axylon mentions an dpdivdpiog Oppipmv Aavkiapiov (MAMA 1, 306).

2. Dedication of Sulla

A rectangular altar with a rectangular space directly above the inscribed face. The top side of the altar
shows a circular depression for placing offerings. The monument stands next to inscription no. 1 (see
Fig. 1). The dimensions of the stone are not recorded.

TOMA0C
2 dvéomn-
oev.

«Sulla erected (it).»

1. 1 Z6Aag = Sulla. This common Latin cognomen is other-
wise unattested in Pamphylia.

1. 2 NE and TH are written in ligature.

2 Keil 1926, 102-103 no 8 (= IPerge 358): Aptemddpov vO¢ Afpmvig kopvikovAdpig kth. On the name Afpmvig see
Bull. epigr. 2005, 543 no 480.

' Keil 1926, 104.
2 On cornicularii, see Clauss 1973, 17ff; for their military duties see Stauner 2004, 118-125
2 For the arms dedicated to deities see Larson 2009, 124ff.
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The inscription does not provide much information. However, since this altar stands in the same place

as the monuments presented above, we assume that it was also dedicated to the same deity. The form of

letters suggests a II"® century A.D. date.

Adak — Wilson 2012

Bonneau 1983

Clauss 1973

Chaniotis 1991

Chaniotis — Mylonopoulos 2006

Cevik 1996/97
Hellenkemper — Hild 2004
Hornblower 2014
Hornblower 2015

[Perge
Johnston 2003

Keil 1926
Kelly 2011

Larson 2009

McNelis — Sens 2016

Mair 1921

Menardos 1908

Maddoli 1992

Oktan 2016

Ormerod — Robinson 1910/11
Philippson 1950

Reinach 1905

Sahin 1995

Abbreviated Literature
M. Adak — M. Wilson, Das Vespasiansmonument von Doseme und die
Griindung der Doppelprovinz Lycia et Pamphylia, Gephyra 9, 2012, 1-40.
D. Bonneau, Loi et Coutume en Egypte: Un exemple, les marais du Fay-
oum appelés drymoi, JESHO 26,1983, 1-13.
M. Clauss, Untersuchungen zu den principales des romischen Heeres von
Augustus bis Diokletian. Cornicularii, speculatores, frumentarii, Bochum
1973.
A. Chaniotis, Epigraphic Bulletin for Greek Religion, Kernos 4, 1991, 287-
311.
A. Chaniotis — J. Mylonopoulos, Epigraphic Bulletin for Greek Religion
2003, Kernos 19, 2006, 343-390.
N. Cevik, An Olive Oil Producing Center in Pamphylia: Lyrboton Kome,
Lykia 3, 1996/1997, 79-101.
H. Hellenkemper — F. Hild, Tabula Imperii Byzantini 8: Lykien und Pam-
phylien, Vienna 2004 (Denkschriften OAW, phil.-hist. KI. 320).
S. Hornblower, Lykophron and Epigraphy: The Value and Function of Cult
Epithets in the Alexandra, The Classical Quarterly 64, 2014, 91-120.
S. Hornblower, Lykophron: Alexandra. Greek Text, Translation, Commen-
tary, and Introduction, Oxford 2015.
S. Sahin, Die Inschriften von Perge I-11, Bonn 1999/2004 (IK 54 and 61).
A. Johnston, Notes on Two Inscriptions on Cypriot Statuettes, ZPE 144,
2003, 164-166.
J. Keil, Die Lyrboton Kome in Pamphylien, OJh 23, 1926, 89—126.
B. Kelly, Petitions, Ligation, and Social Control in Roman Egypt, Oxford
2011.
J. Larson, Arms and armor in the sanctuaries of goddesses: A Quantitative
Approach, in: C. Prétre (ed.), Le donateur, 1’offrande et la déesse. Systémes
votifs des sanctuaires de déesses dans le monde grec, Liege 2009 (Kernos
Supplement 23), 123-133.
C. McNelis — A. Sens, The Alexandra of Lycophron: A Literary Study, Ox-
ford 2016.
A. W. Mair, Callimachus, Lycophron and Aratus, London 1921 (Loeb
Classical Library No. 129).
S. Menardos, Where did Aphrodite find the Body of Adonis?, JHS 28,
1908, 133-137.
G. Maddoli, La Civilta micenea: guida storica e critica, Rome 1992.
M. Oktan, Lyrboton Kome Yerlesimi’nden Bir Phratra, in: B. Takmer — E.
Akdogu Arca — N. Gokalp Ozdil (ed.), Vir doctus Anatolicus. Studies in
memory of Sencer Sahin, Istanbul 2016, 651-656.
H. A. Ormerod — E.S.G. Robinson, Notes and Inscriptiones from Pamphyl-
ia, BSA 17, 1910/11, 215-249.
A. Philippson, Die griechischen Landschaften, Band 1. Der Nordosten der
griechischen Halbinsel, Frankfurt am Main 1950.
T. Reinach, Stele from Abonuteichos, The Numismatic Chronicle and the
Royal Numismatic Society 5, 1905, 113—-119.
S. Sahin, Studien zu den Inschriften von Perge II. Der Gesandte Apollonios
und seine Familie, Epigraphica Anatolica 25, 1995, 1-24.



Dedications to Zeus Drymon from Lyrboton Kome 159

Saprykin 2009 S. J. Saprykin, The Religion and Cults of the Pontic Kingdom: Political As-
pects, in: J. M. Hgjte (ed.), Mithridates VI and the Pontic Kingdom, Aarhus
2009, 249-277.

Schachter 2016 A. Schachter, Boiotia in Antiquity. Selected Papers, Cambridge 2016.

Schmidt 1872 B. Schmidt, Drymien, RhMPh 27, 1872, 634—636.

Schwertheim 1987 E. Schwertheim, Die Inschriften von Hadrianoi und Hadrianeia, Bonn 1987
(IK 33).

Stauner 2004 K. Stauner, Das offizielle Schriftwesen des romischen Heeres von Augustus

bis Gallienus (27 v. Chr. — 268 n. Chr.). Eine Untersuchung zu Struktur,
Funktion und Bedeutung der offiziellen militirischen Verwaltungsdoku-
mentation und zu deren Schreibern, Bonn 2004.

Takmer — Tiiner Onen 2008 B. Takmer — N. Tiiner Onen, Bat1 Pamphylia’da antik yol aragtirmalar1: Via
Sebaste’nin Perge-Klimaks arasi giizergahinda yeni bir yol kalintisi, Adalya
11,2008, 109-133.

Ozet
Lyrboton Kome’den Zeus Drymon’a Adaklar

Bu ¢aligmada Bat1 Pamphylia kentlerini (Attaleia, Magydos ve Perge) birbirlerine ve Déseme Bogazi
(Klimaks) iizerinden Pisidia’ya baglayan giizergahlar ile bu gilizergéhlar {izerindeki yerlesimleri sapta-
mak amaciyla 2012 yilinda yiiriitiilen yiizey arastirmalar1 sirasinda Lyrboton Kome yerlesiminde ele ge-
¢en yazitlardan ikisi tanitilmaktadir. Bu yazitlar kentin dogu kismindaki merkezinde yer alan anitsal ya-
pilardan birinin 6niinde bulunan kuyu seklindeki sarnicin hemen kenarinda durmaktadir. Bu iki yazittan
ilki cornicularius olarak askeri vazifesini tamamlayan Aurelius Demetrios isimli bir sahis tarafindan bir
tanriya yapilan silah (lancea) adagini icermektedir. Tanrinin isminin yazildigi yer, muhtemelen blogun
sonradan tekrar kullanilmasi i¢in islem gérmiis olmasi nedeniyle kiriktir. Buna kargin epitheton olmasi
gereken Drymon kelimesi okunmaktadir. Helenistik sair Lykophron’un Aleksandra isimli eserinde ge-
¢en Drymnios ifadesi ve bu ifadeyi yorumlayan Tzetzes’in verdigi bilgiler ile yazitin ilgili yerindeki
bosluga sigabilecek harf sayisi dikkate alindiginda bu epitheton’un Zeus’a ait oldugu sonucuna varil-
migtir. Bu yazitin yaninda ele gegen diger bir yazittan, Sulla isimli bir sahis tarafindan bir sunak dikti-
rildigi anlasilmaktadir. Yan yana duran bu iki yazitin yaninda, blogun durumu nedeniyle yazit olup ol-
madig1 tespit edilemeyen bir sunak daha yer almaktadir. Adak icerikli yazitlarin ve diger bir sunagin
sarnicin kenarinda, ayni yerde birlikte ele gegmesi goz oniine alindig1 zaman, bunlarin 6niinde durdukla-
11 biiyiik boyutlu yapi1 kalintisina ait olduklar1 ve bu yapinin da [Zeus] Drymon’a ait oldugu diisiiniilebi-
lir. Muhtemelen sadece bu yapinin ihtiyaglarinin giderilmesi amaciyla olusturulmus olan kuyu seklinde-
ki sarni¢ da 6niinde durdugu bu yapinin 6nemli bir bina olduguna isaret etmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Lyrboton Kome; Zeus Drymon; Adaklar; lancea; Aurelius Demetris; cornicularius;
Sulla.
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Fig. 3. Altar with inscription no 2.

Fig. 2. Altar with inscription no 1.



