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SHAHRIAR’S IMAGINARY TRIP TO TURKEY

Rahman MOSHTAGHMEHR*

Abstract: Shahriar has never had any overseas trip; he spent most of his life
in seclusion and loneliness. Therefore, similar to Hafiz, as far as composing
memoires is concerned, his is not a high record of such travels, and yet his
collected poems or Divan registers two imaginary travelogues, which show that,
in his solitude, the poet has not deprived himself of the pleasures of travelling
and visiting the peoples and lands of other nations. One of his travelogues
pertains to the former Soviet (now Russia) and the other to Turkey. This article is
an attempt to reread and analyze his imaginary journey to Turkey, from various
perspectives.

Keywords: Shahriar, Shahriar’s Divan, Imaginary Trip, Turkey.
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SUMMARY
SHAHRIAR’S IMAGINARY TRIP TO TURKEY

Rahman MOSHTAGHMEHR*

As the biographical studies and the chronology of Shahriar reveal, despite
his works which travelled beyond the boarders of Iran and won him world fame
and reputation in his lifetime, he lived most of his life in his hometown, Tabriz,
and in some other cities such as Tehran, Niyshabur, and Mashhad. He lived in
Tabriz in isolation and composure and, save undertaking a few short trips to
Babul and Urmia; he certainly never left his country. However, there are two
imaginary travelogues in his Divan: one comprises a journey to Turkey and the
other to the former Soviet Union; his intensive care and detailed description in
portraying the landscapes has made these travelogues vie with real ones. What
is being considered in this article is depicting an account of Shahriar’s
imaginary.

Although Shahriar did not travel to Turkey, he was entirely familiar with its
language, land, and history. His poetry was not unknown to the scientific and
literary societies in Turkey. Ten to twelve years after the composition of
Heydar Babaya Salam (or Hail to Heydar Baba), Professor Ahmad Atash
translated it into Istanbauli Turkish; he was celebrated on the December, 18,
1971 by the Irano-Turkish Cultural Relations Society.

This poem, which has been published in the third volume of Shahriar’s
collected poems or Divan, appeared after the poet’s death, without his revision
and supervision; and so, similar to other poems in his volume, it suffers from
some omissions and erroneous records, which make it difficult for readers to
grasp the meanings of some of his poems and harm the meter of the lines. In
this article, we have provided a standard version of the text of the poem while
referring to the common errors in the printed text. Using general resources, we
have analyzed the allusions and titles in it.

* Prof. Dr., Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Persian Language and Literature,
(r.moshtaghmehr@gmail.com).
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In this imaginary travelogue, Shahriar first sketches a description of the
Turkish nation and calls them our “co-religionist” and “neighbours”. Then, he
recals Turkey’s glorious past constructed as a result of the conquering efforts of
the Ottoman Empire. The beautiful and lush landscapes of Erzurum, Diyarbakir,
and Anatolia remove any sense of nostalgia from the mind and heart of the
travelers. Likewise, the green dome of Mevlana’s mausoleum in Konya takes
any onlooker to the heights of mysticism and spirituality.

Istanbul is the poet’s next abode; it is a city which resembles a bride clad in
blue; at dawns and at twilights, it is adorned with the golden beams of the sun,
providing an exquisite and peerless outlook.

For Shahriar, Istanbul is reminiscent of the 53-day siege and the bloody
battle of the Ottoman soldiers at the gate of the city and its subsequent conquest
on 29 May 1453 under the command of the young Ottoman ruler, Sultan
Mehmet the Conqueror. In terms of its place and importance, Shahriar has
called this event as Islam’s second great victory. In Istanbul, the ghosts of
Tevfik Fikret, Mehmet Akif, and Yahya Kemal welcome him to the city.

Shahriar’s entrance into the city of Ankara, provides him with the
opportunity to mention the history of republicanism in Turkey. Describing the
people’s portrait, their sweet Turkish accent, and their prominant national
features incurs the poet’s respect and admiration for his hosts.

The ending lines comprise a prayer for the Muslim people of Turkey and a
request for the continuation of their brotherly friendship which is being needed
today more than ever.
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