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Imam Buhari’nin el-Edebii’l-Miifred isimli Eserindeki Metodu

Oz

Meshur hadis alimlerinden Imam Buhari, en biiytik muhad-
dislerden kabul edilmektedir. Islam ktittiphanelerine kendisinden
sonra gelen nesillerin faydalandigi zengin bir hazine birakmuistir.
Imam Buhari’nin el-Edebii’l-Miifred isimli kitabi, Miisliimanlar icin
bir bakima hadis ve ahlak kaynag sayilmaktadir. Bu y6ntyle bu
eser Islam ahlaki ve nebevi adap konusunda Islam alimlerinin kendi
yontemini elde ettigi kiymetli bir eserdir.

Bu arastirma, s6z konusu kitabin 6nemini ve konusunu
aciklama, eserin muellifine nispetinin dogrulugunun yani sira,
Imam Buhari’nin metin ve isnad alanindaki yéntemini beyan etmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Calismamizda muellifin, isnad acisindan rical ilmi,
hadis tahammiil ve eda yollari, senetler hakkinda bir takim tespitler
yapma; metin acisindan ise bab basliklari, muhteva degerlendirme-
si, metinlerin tekrari ve kisaltilmasi gibi konulardaki yéntemini ele
almaya gayret ettik.

Ote yandan bu calisma, amellerin faziletleri hakkinda Imam
Buharinin zayif hadisle amel etme konusundaki gortislerini acikla-
may1 amaclamaktadir. Zira bu mesele hakkinda o&zellikle Imam
Buhari’ye sonraki asirlarda buytuk elestiriler yoneltilmistir.

Ayrica arastirmamiz genel olarak seri ilimleri elde etmek is-
teyen, Ozellikle de hadis ilminde uzmanlasmak isteyen kimseler i¢in
muhaddislerin senet ve metne dair metodunu 6grenmenin dnemini
vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Edebul-Miufred, Buhari, Hadis,
Amellerin faziletleri, Zayif hadis, Metod.
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The Methodology of Imam al-Bukhari In al-Adab al-Mufrad

Abstract

Imam al-Bukhari is considered as one of the prominent
hadith scholars, and he enriched the Islamic library with a great
number of valuable books of prophetic hadith. Prophetic manners
and character are considered as the pure source from which the
entire Islamic nation derive their unchangeable moral system and
nations are valued by their own morality. This is why the book of al-
Bukhari's book entiteled al-Adab al-mufrad can be considered as a
reference in terms of hadith and ethics for the entire Muslim nation.

This study aims to show the prominent status of this book
and the issues it tackles. It also proves the authenticity of its au-
thorship and shows Imam al-Bukhari's methodology as regards the
isnad (narration) and matn (text) of prophetic hadith. The isnad is
dealt with from the perspective of narrators, varieties of ascriptions,
ways of reporting and reception of hadith, and comments on and
judgment of ascriptions. As for the matn is studied from the view-
point of division of topics, comments on texts, repetition of texts,
and summing up of texts.

The study also aims to show Imam al-Bukhari's attitude as
regards the use of weak hadith in good manners — an issue of great
controversy and misunderstanding in modern times.

The study further seeks to show the importance of the
knowledge of the methodology of hadith scholars for students of
shari‘a in general and for specialists of prophetic hadith in particu-
lar.

Keywords: Imam al-Bukhari, hadith, good manners, weak,
methodology.
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The Methodology of Imam al-Bukhari In al-Adab al-Mufrad

Summary

Imam al-Bukhari is considered one of the foremost promi-
nent scholars of hadith. He has enriched the Islamic library with
great treasures from which generations have benefited time after
time. Prophetic manners and proprieties are the pristine source
from which the community derives its moral system and abiding
values. Indeed, nations are defined by whatever endures of their
own ethics. This is why Bukhari's book entitled al-Adab al-mufrad is
considered a reference-work in hadith and ethics (akhlag) for the
Muslim community.

This study aims to illustrate the significance of this book and
its subject. It confirms the authenticity of its authorship and shows
Imam al-Bukhari’s methodology in it as to the various hadiths it
contains, their respective speakers and their status with regard to
acceptance or rejection. It touches on the two disciplines of trans-
mission chain (isnad) and textual content (matn). The former is re-
lated to narrators, its function is to verify their names and their re-
spective status with precision - whether they are among other as-
pects unknown, obscure, anonymous and the like — as well as the
multiplicity of chains, the modalities of acquisition and audition,
the commentary on the chains, and the verdict of authentication. As
for the textual content is studied from the viewpoint of chapter-
headings, commentary on the texts, their repetition or abridgment,
and many other aspects.

The study also aims to show Imam al-Bukhari’s stance re-
garding the use of weak hadiths for good deeds — an issue of great
controversy in recent times, especially with regard to Imam al-
Bukhari. In reality, the attribution to Imam al-Bukhari of the posi-
tion that it is impermissible to put weak hadiths into practice — on

the basis of his exclusive use of sound hadiths in his book al-Jami-

al- sahth — is an entirely spurious claim. The proof of this is that in
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the latter book he did not content himself with the criteria agreed
upon among scholars over what constitutes a sound hadith, but
was much more demanding and stricter with regard to narrators of
hadiths. Thereafter, he himself followed up with another book in
which he compiled hadiths related to proprieties, morals and excel-
lent traits that would serve as a prophetic program for for all Mus-
lims, and which he named The Singular Book of Manners (al-Adab
al-mufrad). Since such subjects are the type that accept the use of

fair (hasan) and weak (dafif) reports —in accordance to what al- Bu-

khart’s teachers and his teachers’ teachers had stipulated, such as
Ahmad b. Hanbal, Ibn Mahdi, and Ibn al-Madini- he included weak
hadiths in that book. He did so because no other reports might be
found to illustrate a particular subject-heading, and also because it
is permissible to put weak hadiths into practice in such a context,
provided such does not initiate an independent juridical ruling or
contradict the pre-existing legal foundations and the texts they are
based on.
The study also seeks to emphasize the importance of the knowledge
of the various methodologies used by hadith scholars for students
interested in sacred knowledge in general, and for those who spe-
cialize in the field of prophetic hadiths in particular.

Keywords: Imam al-Bukhari, hadith, good manners, weak,

methodology.
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