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In Mardin, one of the most compelling questions in the experience of science
might be this: What tectonics are involved in the interpretation of an
unknown phenomenon from a Mesopotamian perspective? These tectonics—
layered, fluid and complex—rarely present themselves in comprehensible
terms. Instead, they demand to be decoded through fragments, rhythms
and disruptions. The term tectonics, in its foundational sense, refers to the
expressive potential of tangible and structural elements. Yet, in the evolving
landscape of contemporary scientific inquiry, tectonics extend far beyond
material assemblages. They may be cultural, spatial, symbolic or even socio-
political—forces that operate beneath the surface, shaping how we perceive,
inhabit and interpret unknown phenomena.

Emergent scientific conditions—provisional occupations of space,
spontaneous social infrastructures, hybrid typologies of knowledge
production or disruptive digital interfaces—often defy disciplinary categories.
They appear unfamiliar, even unintelligible, until we learn to recognize the
tectonic systems they reveal or disrupt. The tectonics of scientific journal,
too, are subject to such complexities. As a form and forum, the journal must
endure and respond to the realities of technological lag—especially within
the shifting boundaries of history, technology and design in the digital age.
At their intersection, the new scope of the International Journal of Mardin
Studies (IJMS) arises as a platform for questioning both the technological
and analogue modes of scientific production.

IJMS seeks to foreground the creative potential and resistant capacities
of historical perspectives—particularly those rooted in Mesopotamian and
regional knowledge systems—in response to the technological paradigms
that dominate today’s scientific landscape. However, this does not imply a
retreat into localism. On the contrary, the journal positions itself within a
wider intellectual spectrum, where history, technology and design serve as
expansive and intersecting domains of inquiry. These three axes allow for
a multiplicity of perspectives, methodologies and geographies—bridging the
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local with the global, the past with the speculative, the analogue with the
digital.

The tectonics we address here, then, form a field of continuous semiotic
production: a palimpsest of gestures, codes and embedded logics. Making
sense of a scientific journal is not merely an epistemological task. It is a
multidisciplinary endeavour—one that calls for an awareness of how
technologies mediate visibility, how design encodes systems of power and
how histories are spatialized, remembered or erased within new tectonic
conditions. The tectonics of the unknown do not reveal themselves passively—
they emerge through the interpretive labour we commit to as scholars,
designers, and thinkers. And in that act, perhaps we do not aim to master
any one domain of knowledge, but instead learn to dwell more attentively
within its unfolding complexity. IJMS is now dedicated to exploring the
critical intersections of history, technology and design. The phrase “history |
technology | design” uses the vertical bar not simply as a separator but as a
symbol of the fluid, dynamic relationships between these domains—allowing
for a wide range of interpretive connections: of, for, about, through, with, in,
across, and beyond.

Inthisissue, four research articles and one book review contributes to I[JMS’
ongoing inquiry into these intersecting fields. The first article investigates
local architecture in Mardin as outcomes of historical design processes. In
contrast, the second article moves in quite the opposite direction, proposing
a speculative framework for human-AI interaction. The third article offers a
critical perspective on imperialist politics and orientalist scholarship, while
the final piece article brings the focus back to Mardin through a book review
that reflects on regional context and intellectual production.

Necla Kaplan and Giilsiim Mirzeoglu Ok’s article, titled “An Example of 19th
Century Construction Activities in Mardin: Mor Cercis (Georgios) Church,”
examines the architectural features of Mor Cercis Church with a focus on
its plan, decorative elements, and construction materials, highlighting the
characteristic traits of its period. The church is then evaluated in comparison
with its contemporaries—Mor Petrus Mor Paul Church (1914), Virgin Mary
Church (1860), and Mor Isyo Church (present-day Sheikh Mansuri Mosque)—
through a historical lens, with emphasis on material use, ornamentation,
facade articulation, spatial organization, and architectural details.

Shifting toward the domain of technology, Asena Kumsal Sen Bayram and
inanc Sencan’s article presents a framework that explores the interaction
between humans and artificial intelligence through the lens of creativity.
Titled “An Al-Infused Creativity Framework for Human-AI Interaction,” the
study introduces and tests this framework through the creation of an artwork
titled “Rest in Pieces.” Their research focuses on the dynamics of AI-human
collaboration within the broader themes of design and fabrication. The
design phase utilizes text-to-image generation tools, while the fabrication
process is supported by ChatGPT. The article concludes with a discussion of
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the outcomes, reflecting on the process timeline and offering insights into
the framework’s future potential.

The concretization of concepts and belief systems significantly influences
institutionalization processes. In this context, Miibarek ipek’s article, titled
“An Example of the Connection Between Imperialist Politics and Orientalist
Studies: British Orientalism,” examines the role of British imperialist policy
in shaping orientalist institutions and scholarship. The article analyzes how
British orientalists supported their country’s imperial agenda through their
research. Additionally, various works within the social sciences are reviewed
to uncover fundamental insights and to elucidate the relationship between
imperialism and orientalism.

The book review section in this issue features Nilglin Firat’s article
review of Arzu Sahin’s book, “Mardin’s Administrative, Economic, Physical,
and Social Life (1789-1840).”

Wewouldlike tothankall the authors who have made valuable contributions
to this issue of our journal, the reviewers who diligently carried out the
evaluation process, and the guiding editorial and advisory boards. As the
International Journal of Mardin Studies (IJMS), we continue our commitment
to being a meeting point for interdisciplinary research in the fields of history,
technology, and design; and we hope that the interest of both the national
and international academic community in our journal will continue to grow.
We also extend our sincere thanks to our editors Dr. Figen Isiker and Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Remzi Avci, and to our layout editor Muhammed Cuha, as well as
to our spelling editor Mehmet Fatih Boliik, language editors Huri Kii¢tik and
Raycene Nevils, and Osman Giindiiz from the editorial secretary, who have
all worked together throughout this process. We look forward to bringing
valuable contributions to our readers in upcoming issues.
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Mardin’de bilim deneyiminin en zorlayici sorularindan biri su olabilir:
Bilinmeyen bir olgunun Mezopotamya perspektifinden yorumlanmasinda
hangi tektonikler s6z konusudur? Katmanli ve dinamik olan bu tektonikler
kendilerini nadiren anlasilabilir terimlerle sunarlar. Bunun yerine,
fragmanlar, ritimler ve kesintiler araciligiyla ¢6ziilmeyi talep ederler. Tektonik
terimi, en temel anlamiyla, maddi ve yapisal unsurlarin ifade potansiyeline
atifta bulunur. Ancak ¢agdas bilimsel arastirmalarin degisen manzarasinda,
tektonik artik salt fiziksel bir araya gelislerin 6tesine ge¢cmektedir. Kiiltiirel,
mekansal, simgesel ya da hatta sosyo-politik olabilirler—yiizeyin altinda
isleyen bu giicler, bilinmeyen olgulari nasil algiladigimizi, onlarla nasil
yasadigimizi ve onlari nasil yorumladigimizi bi¢cimlendirir.

Ortaya ¢ikan bilimsel durumlar—mekanin gegici isgalleri, kendiliginden
gelisen toplumsal altyapilar, bilgi liretiminin melez tipolojileri ya da yikici
dijital arayilizler—cogu zaman mevcut disipliner kategorileri asar. Bu
durumda yapilan bilim tanidik gelmez, hatta ilk bakista anlasilmaz olabilir;
ancak bunlarin ortaya cikardigi ya da bozdugu tektonik sistemleri tanimayi
0grendigimizde anlam kazanmaya baslarlar. Bilimsel bir derginin tektotigi de
benzer karmasikliklara tabidir. Hem bir toplumsal forum hem de akademik
bir platform olarak, dergi; teknolojik gerilikle, 6zellikle de dijital cagda tarih,
teknoloji ve tasarimin degisen sinirlari icinde, basa ¢ikmak ve bu duruma
yanit vermek zorundadir. Bu kesisimde, International Journal of Mardin
Studies (IJMS), bilimsel tiretimin hem teknolojik hem de analog bicimlerini
sorgulayan bir platform olarak yeni kapsamini ortaya koymaktadir.

IJMS, ozellikle Mezopotamya’ya ve bolgesel bilgi sistemlerine dayanan
tarihsel bakis acilarinin yaratici potansiyelini ve direnis kapasitesini,
ginimiiz bilimsel alaninda egemenlik kuran teknolojik paradigmalar
karsisinda gortiinir kilmayi1 amaclamaktadir. Ancak bu, derginin yerelci bir
yonelime sahip oldugu anlamina gelmez. Aksine, IJMS kendini daha genis
bir entelektiiel yelpaze icinde konumlandirir. Tarih, teknoloji ve tasarim,
birer arastirma alani olarak yalnizca birbirleriyle kesismekle kalmaz; ayni
zamanda yerel ile kiiresel, ge¢cmis ile spekiilatif olan, analog ile dijital olan
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arasinda kopriiler kurarak farkli bakis acilarina, yontemlere ve cografyalara
alan acar. Burada ele aldigimiz tektonikler, siirekli bir géstergebilimsel tiretim
alani olusturur: Jestlerin, kodlarin ve gomili mantiklarin bir palimpsesti
gibi. Bir bilimsel dergiyi anlamlandirmak, yalnizca epistemolojik bir gorev
degildir; cokdisiplinli bir caba gerektirir—teknolojilerin goriiniirligii nasil
araciladigini, tasarimin giicii nasil kodladigini ve tarihlerin yeni tektonik
kosullarda nasil mekansallastigini, hatirlandigini ya da silindigini kavramaya
yOnelik bir farkindalik ister. Bilinmeyenin tektonigi kendiliginden aciga
¢ikmaz—arastirmacilar, tasarimcilar ve diisiiniirler olarak verdigimiz
yorumsal emek araciligiyla belirir. Ve belki de bu ¢aba sayesinde, tek bir bilgi
alanina hitkmetmekten ziyade, onun agiga ¢ikan karmasiklig1 icinde daha
dikkatli bir sekilde yasamay1 6greniriz. IJMS, bundan sonra tarih, teknoloji ve
tasarim arasindaki kritik kesisimleri arastirmaya kendini adamistir. “History
| technology | design” ifadesindeki dikey c¢izgi (“|”) ise yalnizca bir ayrag
degil, bu ii¢ alan arasindaki akiskan ve dinamik iligkilerin bir simgesi olarak
kullanilmistir—ile, hakkinda, araciligiyla, icinde, boyunca, 6tesinde gibi ¢ok
cesitli edatlar1 kapsayan yorumlayici baglantilara olanak tanair.

Bu sayida, dort arastirma makalesi ve bir kitap incelemesi, IJMS’nin
bu kesisen alanlara yonelik siiregelen sorgulamasina katki sunmaktadair.
Ilk makale, Mardin’deki yerel mimarlig1 tarihsel tasarim siireclerinin bir
sonucu olarak incelerken, buna karsilik ikinci makale, olduk¢a farkli bir
yonde ilerleyerek insan-yapay zeka etkilesimi icin spekiilatif bir cerceve
onermektedir. Ucilincii makale ise emperyalist politikalar ve Oryantalist
calismalar izerine elestirel bir bakis sunarken, son yazi odak noktasini
tekrar Mardin’e tasimaktadir; boylece bélgesel baglami ve entelektiiel tiretimi
yansitan bir kitap incelemesiyle kapanisi yapmaktadair.

Necla Kaplan ve Giilsiim Mirzeoglu Ok’'un “Mardin’de 19. Yiizyil Imar
Faaliyetlerine Bir Ornek: Mor Cercis (Georgius) Kilisesi” baslikli makalesi,
Mor Cercis Kilisesi’nin plani, siisleme 6geleri ve yap1 malzemesi {izerinden
donemin karakteristik 6zelliklerini ortaya koymaktadir. Kilise, tarihsel baglam
icinde; Mor Petrus Mor Paul Kilisesi (1914), Meryem Ana Kilisesi (1860) ve
Mor Isyo Kilisesi (giiniimiizde Seyh Mansuri Camii) ile karsilastirmali olarak
degerlendirilmekte; bu yapilar plan diizeni, yap1 elemanlari, cephe tasarimi,
malzeme kullanimi ve siisleme ozellikleri bakimindan incelenmektedir.

Teknoloji alanina ydnelen Asena Kumsal Sen Bayram ve Inan¢ Sencan’in
makalesi, insan ile yapay zeka arasindaki etkilesimi yaraticilik baglaminda
sorgulayan bir cerceve sunmaktadir. “Insan-Yapay Zeka Etkilesimi icin
Yapay Zeka ile Zenginlestirilmis bir Yaratici Cergeve” bashikli c¢alisma,
Onerilen cerceveyi “Rest in Pieces” adli bir sanat eseri liretimi izerinden test
etmektedir. Arastirma, tasarim ve {iretim ana basliklar1 altinda yapay zeka
ile insan etkilesiminin dinamiklerine odaklanmaktadir. Tasarim siirecinde
metinden-gorintiiye (text-to-image) {iretim uygulamalar: kullanilirken,
iretim asamasi ChatGPT destegiyle gerceklestirilmistir. Makale, siirece
iliskin zaman c¢izelgesi tizerinden elde edilen sonuglar: tartisarak ¢ercevenin
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gelecekteki potansiyeline dair ¢ikarimlarla sonlanmaktadir.

Kavramlarin ve inan¢ sistemlerinin somutlasmasi, kurumsallasma
cabalarini 6nemli 6lciide etkiler. Bu baglamda, Miibarek ipek’in “Emperyalist
Politika ile Oryantalist Calismalar Arasindaki Baglantiya Bir Ornek: ingiliz
Oryantalizmi” baslikli makalesi, ingiliz emperyalist politikasinin oryantalist
kurumlar ve arastirmalar tzerindeki etkisini incelemektedir. Makalede,
ingiliz oryantalistlerin iilkelerinin emperyalist politikasini arastirmalar:
araciligiyla nasil destekledikleri analiz edilmektedir. Ayrica, sosyal bilimler
alanindaki cesitli calismalar gozden gecirilerek temel bulgulara ulasilmaya
calisilmis ve emperyalizm ile oryantalizm arasindaki iligki ortaya konmustur.

Bu sayinin kitap inceleme bélimiinde ise, Nilgiin Firat’in Arzu Sahin
tarafindan kaleme alinmis olan “Mardin idari, Iktisadi, Fiziki ve Sosyal Hayat
(1789-1840)” adl1 kitabina dair incelemesi yer almaktadair.

Dergimizin bu sayisina degerli katkilarini sunan tiim yazarlara, titizlikle
yiiriitiilen degerlendirme siirecinde emegi gecen hakemlere ve yol gosterici
yayin ile danisma kurullarina tesekkiir ederiz. International Journal of Mardin
Studies (IJMS) olarak, tarih, teknoloji ve tasarim alanlarindaki disiplinlerarasi
calismalarin bulusma noktasi olma sorumlulugumuzu siirdiiriiyor; ulusal
ve uluslararasi akademik camianin dergimize olan ilgisinin artarak devam
etmesini temenni ediyoruz. Bu siiregte birlikte emek verdigimiz editdrlerimiz
Dr. Figen Isiker, Do¢. Dr. Remzi Avci ve mizanpaj editoriimiiz Muhammed
Cuha basta olmak {lizere yazim editorimiiz Mehmet Fatih Bolik, dil
editorlerimiz Huri Kii¢iik ve Raycene Nevils, editoryal sekreteryadan Osman
Giindiiz’e de siikranlarimizi sunar, yeni sayilarda degerli calismalar ile tekrar
okuyucularimizla bulusmayi dileriz.

Ethical Statement (Etik Beyan)
This study does not require ethics committee approval (Bu ¢alisma, etik kurul
izni gerektirmemektedir).

Review Process (Degerlendirme Siireci)
Double-blind peer review (Cift tarafl1 kérleme).

Copyright & License (Telif Hakk:i & Lisans)

Authors publishing with the journal retain the copyright to their work
licensed under the CC BY-NC 4.0 (Yazarlar dergide yayinlanan ¢alismalarinin
telif hakkina sahiptirler ve calismalar1i CC BY-NC 4.0 lisansi altinda
yayimlanmaktadir).
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