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ABSTRACT
The aim of this study is to analyze the evolution and characteristics of the aca-
demic literature on terrorism in Tiirkiye from 1992 to 2024. The study addresses
two main research questions: the distinctive features of terrorism literature in Tii-
rkiye and the types of terrorist organizations that have been the focus of this liter-
ature, along with temporal changes in these focuses. In this direction, the study
used descriptive and dictionary-based analyses on a dataset of 1066 academic
publications identified through "Publish or Perish" software, focusing on studies
with relevant keywords in Turkish. The descriptive analysis examined publication
trends, number of citations, number of authors, and study types, while the diction-
ary-based analysis identified the most studied terrorist organizations and tracked
changes over time. The findings reveal that most studies in this literature, which
experienced significant growth after 9/11 and peaked in 2019, received fewer than
ten citations. The literature predominantly focuses on organizations like the PKK,
with shifting attention to groups like ISIS and FETO in recent years. This study
contributes to a deeper understanding of how terrorism studies in Tirkiye have
developed and evolved over the last three decades.
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TURKIYE’DE TERORIZM CALISMALARININ EVRIiMi VE ODAGI:

AKADEMIK LITERATURUN KAPSAMLI BiR ANALIZi (1992-2024)
OZET
Bu calismanin amaci, 1992'den 2024'e kadar Turkiye'deki akademik terérizm li-
teratliriiniin evrimini ve Ozelliklerini analiz etmektir. Calisma iki ana arastirma
sorusunu ele almaktadir: Tiirkiye'deki terorizm literatiiriiniin ayirt edici 6zellikle-
rinin ve bu literatiiriin odak noktasi olan terdr orgiitii tiirleri ve odaklanilan teror
orgiitlerinin zamansal degisimlerinin neler oldugudur. Bu dogrultuda, bu ¢alisma
igerisinde, "Publish or Perish" yazilimi araciligiyla belirlenen 1066 akademik ya-
yindan olusan bir veri kiimesi tanimlayici ve sozliik tabanli yontemler ile analiz
edilmis ve secilen Tiirkce ilgili anahtar sozciiklerin yer aldig1 calismalara odakla-
nilmistir. Tanimlayict analiz ile yayin egilimleri, atif sayilari, yazar sayis1 ve ca-
ligma tiirleri incelenirken, sozliik tabanli analiz ile en ¢ok odaklanilan terdr orgiit-
leri belirlenmis ve odaklanilan teror orgiitlerinin zaman igindeki degisiklikleri
analiz edilmistir. Bulgular, 11 Eyliil sonrasinda énemli bir biiylime gosteren ve
2019 yilinda zirveye ulasan bu literatiirdeki ¢ogu ¢alismanin ondan az atif aldigin
ortaya koymaktadir. Literatiir agirlikli olarak PKK teror orgiitiine odaklanmakta
olup, son yillarda ise odak ISID ve FETO gibi teror orgiitlerine kaymaktadir. Bu
caligsma, Tiirkiye'de terorizm ¢aligsmalarinin son otuz yilda nasil gelisip, evrildigi-
nin daha derin bir sekilde anlasilmasina katkida bulunmaktadir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Terorizm, Ter6rizm Caligsmalari, Publish or Perish
Yazilimi, Akademik Literatiir

INTRODUCTION

Although terrorism is a longstanding security problem, it has emerged as one of
the most significant challenges our world has faced in the past fifty years (Avci
and Demir, 2017; Jackson, 2012). Particularly following the September 11 terror-
ist attacks in the United States, terrorism has evolved into a more global and in-
tricate problem (Tulga, 2020). The increasing scale, global reach, and complexity
of terrorism have attracted the attention of the academic community, making it
one of the key issues that scholars have focused on for many years (Tulga, 2020;
Jackson, 2012).

The academic community's interest in terrorism, which intensified after the 9/11

attacks, directly influenced the number of publications (Jackson, 2012; Haghani



IJSHS, 2025; 9 (1): 11-34

et al., 2022). The number of studies focusing on terrorism increased significantly
after 2001, and scholars from various regions and countries around the world con-
tinue to publish thousands of academic studies on terrorism each year (Tulga,
2020). In Tiirkiye, a critical player in the global war against terrorism and a coun-
try that has been combating terrorism for many years, terrorism-related issues are
frequently researched in academia, as they are in many other countries.

Due to the increased number of academic studies focusing on terrorism, some
scholars have turned their attention to the terrorism literature in Tiirkiye, examin-
ing it from various perspectives (Avct and Demir, 2017; Seren and Giiltekin, 2022;
Donmez and Timur, 2017). However, despite the presence of valuable studies on
this subject, the number of in-depth examinations of the literature remains limited.
Therefore, this research examines the studies conducted on terrorism in Tiirkiye,
the characteristic features of the literature, its evolution and change over time, the
terrorist organizations focused on in the literature, and the temporal changes in
these focused organizations. These analyses are guided by two main research
questions. The first research question of this study is: What are the characteristic
features of the terrorism literature in Tirkiye? The second research question is:
What are the terrorist organizations focused on in the terrorism literature in Tu-
rkiye, and what are the temporal changes in these focused organizations?

Two main analyses are conducted to address these research questions. Descriptive
analyses are used to reveal the characteristic features of academic literature, such
as the number of publications, citations, authors, and types of studies, to address
the first research question. Additionally, a dictionary-based analysis is conducted
to 1dentify the most focused terrorist organization type in the literature, the most
frequently studied terrorist organizations, and the temporal changes in these fo-
cused organizations to answer the second research question.

In the next section of this research, studies focusing on terrorism literature in both
the world and Tiirkiye are examined, and different perspectives on terrorism lit-
erature are presented. The second section details the analysis methods used in this
study and outlines the important steps followed during the analysis. The third sec-
tion presents the research findings. The fourth section summarizes the key find-
ings of the study, compares them with existing literature worldwide and in Tii-
rkiye, and highlights the similarities and differences. In the final section, the re-

search questions are answered in light of the findings, and the study is concluded.



IJSHS, 2025; 9 (1): 11-34

LITERATURE REVIEW

The academic studies on terrorism literature are reviewed in this chapter. Initially,
research on terrorism studies worldwide is examined. Subsequently, the study
delves into terrorism studies in Tiirkiye, the focal point of this research, and scru-
tinizes academic studies specifically on terrorism in that context.

A common perspective among studies focusing on terrorism worldwide and in
Tiirkiye is that the September 11 attacks in the United States were a pivotal mo-
ment in terrorism studies (Jackson, 2012; Haghani et al., 2022; Lum et al., 2006).
For instance, Mumtaz and Sultan (2011) observed a significant increase in inter-
national academic interest in terrorism and a substantial growth in the literature
following the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Howie (2015) also noted that
terrorism and related topics quickly became mainstream in academic literature
after the 9/11 attacks, leading to a surge in scholarly interest. Similarly, Haghani
and colleagues (2022) argue that studies focusing on terrorism and related topics
began to increase in 2001, with the September 11 attacks having the most signif-
icant impact on the number of publications in the literature starting in 2002.
Another study that argues the September 11 attacks increased interest in terrorism
and related issues was conducted by Richard Jackson (2012). According to Jack-
son (2012), terrorism studies gained greater recognition worldwide after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, leading to the creation of university programs on the subject, a
rise in the number of think tanks devoted to it, and an increase in scholarly publi-
cations. Jackson (2012) argues that these post-9/11 trends have led to the global
growth and expansion of the literature on terrorism. Likewise, Aradau and van
Munster (2008) observe that academic research on terrorism escalated after the
9/11 terrorist attacks, often concentrating on the international aspects of terrorism.
However, the authors also point out that the literature is not confined to this inter-
national dimension, as many studies delve into various facets of terrorism (Aradau
and van Munster, 2008).

Some studies use numerical data to demonstrate the impact of the September 11
terrorist attacks on terrorism studies. For instance, Lentini (2008) found that aca-
demic articles focusing on terrorism and related topics increased by 300% after
2001. Similarly, Young and Findley (2011) found that ten times as many scholarly
publications were published following the September 11 attacks compared to the
period between 1980 and 9/11 attacks. Additionally, Lum and colleagues (2006)
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revealed that 6041 scholarly publications were published worldwide between
1971 and 2002, with the majority appearing in 2001 and 2002.

Some academic studies examine the epistemological approaches used in terrorism
research. Lum and colleagues (2006) found that only 3% of the 6041 academic
publications from 1971 to 2003 used quantitative methods, while 97% used qual-
itative methods. Schuurman (2020) reached similar conclusions, noting that alt-
hough some recent studies have begun to use quantitative methods, the majority
of publications in the field still primarily employ qualitative approaches. Andre
Silke (2001) also criticizes the heavy reliance on qualitative and journalistic meth-
ods in terrorism studies, arguing that these methods often lack the consistency and
rigor typically expected in conventional social science research. The author as-
serts that the quantitative approach is beneficial for identifying and explaining
relationships and patterns in terrorism through the use of numbers and statistics
(Silke, 2001).

On the other hand, some studies emphasize the importance of qualitative methods
in terrorism studies. For instance, Liitzinger (2012) highlights the significance of
qualitative methods, particularly the importance of interviews with terrorists to
understand the phenomenon of terrorism. The author argues that the qualitative
interview approach allows researchers to grasp the contextual constructs of sig-
nificance and the underlying framework of practice in biographical accounts, en-
abling interviewees to arrange the context and reveal as much information as they
wish (Liitzinger, 2012).

Various studies focus on the themes discussed in the literature rather than the
methodologies of the studies. Desmarais and colleagues (2017) note that articles
published between 1990 and 2015 often emphasize the characteristics of terrorist
organizations. In contrast, Schuurman (2020) contends that academic research on
terrorism has primarily concentrated on defining and conceptualizing terrorism,
often relying on literature reviews. The author suggests that in recent years, there
has been a gradual increase in studies using quantitative methods due to techno-
logical advancements, while the number of literature review-based studies has de-
clined (Schuurman, 2020). LaFree and Freilich (2012) also observe rapid devel-
opments in digital data sources for analyzing terrorism in the literature. Schuur-
man (2020) further highlights that the excessive dependence on secondary sources

in many studies has hindered progress in the field. Jones (2014) similarly argues
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that the scarcity of primary sources in terrorism studies has significantly impeded
methodological advancements. Jones (2014) claims that 80% of terrorism litera-
ture lacks systematic focus and heavily relies on secondary sources and data.
However, Schuurman (2020) points out that there has been a recent increase in
studies based on primary sources.

As there are studies focusing on global literature, many studies also examine the
literature on terrorism studies in Tiirkiye. Some of these studies focus on master’s
and doctoral theses on terrorism (Donmez and Timur, 2017), while others concen-
trate on academic publications (Avct and Demir, 2017).

First, the studies focusing on dissertations are examined. One such study, con-
ducted by Derin and colleagues (2020), examined 468 master’s and doctoral the-
ses prepared in Tiirkiye between 1991 and 2018. The authors found that 48,5% of
the postgraduate dissertations focused on various terrorist organizations and coun-
ter-terrorism strategies, 10% concentrated on the relationship between terrorism
and media, 7% on the relationship between terrorism and the economy or tourism,
and 6,8% on the relationship between terrorism and religion (Derin et al., 2020).
The highest number of dissertations were prepared in 2014, 2010, and 2016, with
73,71% of dissertations written in 2010 or later. Additionally, 58,5% of the dis-
sertations were compilation-type, and 77,2% utilized qualitative approaches
(Derin et al., 2020). Similarly, Avci and Demir (2017) found that 52 postgraduate
dissertations focused on terrorism and related topics up until 2001. They found
that 91% of dissertations on terrorism were written after 2001, with 135 out of
600 written between 2010 and 2016 (Avci and Demir, 2017). Seren and Giiltekin
(2022) also analyzed 672 master's and doctoral dissertations focusing on terrorism
in Tirkiye between 1991 and 2021. They revealed a significant increase in the
number of postgraduate dissertations in the literature on terrorism in Tiirkiye, par-
ticularly after 2010, with 82% of the dissertations published in 2010 or later
(Seren and Giiltekin, 2022).

Another study by Dénmez and Timur (2017) focused on 34 doctoral dissertations
on terrorism and related topics written between 1980 and 2017 in Tiirkiye. They
identified three general trends in the analyzed doctoral dissertations (Donmez and
Timur, 2017). The first trend among dissertations focuses on separatist and leftist
terrorist groups, particularly the Partiya Karkerén Kurdistané (PKK). The second

trend involves dissertations that evaluate terrorism and counter-terrorism
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strategies. The third and last trend, which emerged in the 2000s, focuses on ter-
rorist groups such as Al-Qaida, Hezbollah, and the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
(Donmez and Timur, 2017).

Finally, the study by Avcl and Demir (2017) examines dissertations and academic
studies on terrorism in the literature. The authors argue that studies on terrorism
in Tiurkiye began to develop and institutionalize in the early 2000s (Avct and
Demir, 2017). They reviewed 133 academic articles and found that the number of
articles increased in 2003, with 92% of them written after the 9/11 attacks (Avci
and Demir, 2017). Aver and Demir (2017) found that the years with the most pub-
lished articles were 2013 and 2016. They argue that topics such as international
terrorism, terrorism in Tiirkiye, counter-terrorism strategies, terrorism and media
relations, and terrorism and religion relations are the most popular in articles. In
contrast, topics like the economy and the relationship between religion and terror-
ism, which are emphasized in the articles, are relatively few in doctoral disserta-
tions (Avct and Demir, 2017). Additionally, the authors found that the PKK and
Al-Qaeda are the most studied terrorist groups in the literature (Avct and Demir,
2017). Seren and Giiltekin (2022) similarly found that the PKK and the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) were the most focused terrorist organizations among
the master's and doctoral dissertations they reviewed.

Despite the wealth of insightful research on terrorism and terrorism literature in
Tiirkiye, gaps remain in the literature. Instead of exploring the broader body of
academic work, several studies focus primarily on dissertations or individual ar-
ticles. Additionally, the number of studies reviewed is often insufficient, typically
ranging between 30 and 500. Considering these limitations, this study examines
in depth the evolution, changes, characteristic features, focused terrorist organi-
zations, and temporal shifts of the organizations emphasized in terrorism literature
in Turkiye. The analysis methods and procedures used in this study will be ex-
plained in detail in the following section.

RESEARCH DESIGN

The analyses in this study can be grouped into three main stages. The first stage
involves finding academic studies that focus on terrorism and related issues in
Tirkiye. The second stage consists of descriptive analyses that examine the char-

acteristic features of the academic literature and the changes that have occurred in
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terrorism literature in Tiirkiye over the years, addressing the first research ques-
tion of the study. The third and final stage includes dictionary-based analyses that
focus on the types of terrorist organizations studied in the literature, as well as the
temporal changes in focus on these organizations, in order to address the second
research question of the study.

To identify scholarly research on terrorism in Tiirkiye, the first step was to utilize
the "Publish or Perish" program and adhere to specific fundamental guidelines.
The initial stage in the process involved identifying the dataset for analysis. The
"Publish or Perish" program utilized in this study encompasses academic litera-
ture databases like Google Scholar, Scopus, and Web of Science (WoS). Due to
the vast scope of scholarly material, it offers, the main emphasis of this study is
on the Google Scholar database.

To access Turkish academic literature in Google Scholar, it is essential to select
the main keywords directly relevant to the study subject. Therefore, "terrorism"
and "terror" were selected as the primary keywords for terrorism studies in Ti-
rkiye. The studies retrieved were then limited to those that included "terrorism"
and "terror" in their title, abstract, or keywords. Finally, the search was further
refined by selecting studies whose titles or abstracts were in Turkish or included
Turkish. This approach allowed the inclusion of academic studies published in
English in Turkish journals, as they had Turkish titles and abstracts. However,
studies published abroad by Turkish scholars entirely in English were not included
in this study. In the next step, since there were few academic studies before 1992,
publications from 1992 to 2024 were selected for review. As a result of these steps,
1500 academic studies focusing on terrorism and related topics published between
1992 and 2024 were identified. Following this, the literature was obtained and
formatted into a ".CSV" file. This format was chosen because the R programming
language was used in this study, and it is easier to process data in ".CSV" files
with R.
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Table-1. Information on Finding Literature

Number of Publication 1500
Start Year 1992
End Year 2024

Main Words in Title, Key Words and | “terdrizm” AND “ter6r”
Abstract

Language Turkish
Software Publish or Perish
Data set Format .CSV

The dataset includes 1500 observations and 26 variables, such as title, publication
date, and Google Scholar ranking. However, since it was unnecessary to use all
26 variables specifically for this study, 7 variables were selected. These selected
variables are name of author, abstract, title, publication date, number of citations,
publication type, and publication link. In the next step, duplicate studies were re-
moved from the dataset to reduce the "noise" level and increase the reliability of
the data (Tulga, 2023). After cleaning up the duplicate studies, 1066 academic
studies remained in the dataset.

In the second main phase of the analysis, five important steps were followed, fo-
cusing on the characteristic features of the literature in Tiirkiye and the changes
in the literature over the years. The first step of this phase involved examining the
number of publications by year. The second step focused on the total number of
citations and the average number of citations per year. The third step identified
the five most cited studies. The fourth step examined the number of authors and
the changes in the average number of authors over the years. In the final step, the
types and distributions of academic studies—such as articles, master’s or doctoral
theses, and books—in Turkish academic literature were analyzed.

In the third and final stage of the study, which focuses on the terrorist organiza-
tions emphasized in the academic literature and the temporal changes related to
these organizations, three basic steps were followed. A dictionary-based analysis
was conducted to categorize the studies in the literature based on the types of
organizations they focus on. The first step of this stage was to create the diction-
aries to be used in the analysis. To perform this analysis, four dictionaries were

prepared, representing FETO, organizations that use religion, ethnic and separatist
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organizations, and leftist terrorist organizations. The main reason for dividing the
analysis into four dictionaries representing these different types of organizations
is based on findings in the literature (Avcr and Demir, 2017). A manual list was
prepared to create dictionaries containing terms related to "organizations that use
religion," FETO, "ethnic and separatist organizations," and "leftist terrorist organ-
izations" (see APPENDIX-A). The dictionary for “organizations that use religion”
includes the terms Hizbullah (Hezbollah), ISID (ISIS), Kaide (Qaeda), Cihad (Ji-
had), islam (Islam), Selefi (Salafi), IBDA, din (religion), DAES (DAESH), and
DEAS (DEASH). The dictionary for “separatist and ethnic organizations” com-
prises PKK, YPG, PYD, ASALA, Ermeni (Armenia), ayrilik¢i (separatist),
Ocalan, and Partiya. The dictionary for “leftist terrorist organizations” features
DHKP, MLKP, TKP, MKP, sosyalizm (socialism), Leninizm (Leninism),
Marksizm (Marxism), Maoizm (Maoism), and devrimci (revolutionary). The final
dictionary for “FETO” includes FETO, PDY, Fethullah, and ByLock. The crea-
tion of these dictionaries facilitated a comprehensive, dictionary-based data anal-
ysis necessary to categorize and understand the terrorist organizations that are the
focus of the existing literature in Tiirkiye (Tulga, 2023). All words in the diction-
aries are unigrams or single words (Tulga, 2023). In the second step of the third
phase, the titles and abstracts of the studies in the dataset were analyzed using the
prepared dictionaries. This analysis identified the types of terrorist organizations
that were prominently featured in the literature.

Following this step, the final stage of the study involved analyzing the most fre-
quently discussed terrorist organizations in the literature and examining the tem-
poral changes related to these organizations. In this analysis, four prepared dic-
tionaries were used, though only terms directly relevant to the organizations under
study were employed (see APPENDIX-B). For example, to identify studies on
ISIS, only the terms ISID (ISIS), DAES (DAESH), and DEAS (DEASH) were
used. The focus was on ISIS, Al-Qaeda, the PKK, Hezbollah, FETO, ASALA,
and DHKP-C. Studies mentioning these organizations in the title and abstract
were categorized accordingly. Due to the limited number of studies on organiza-
tions such as MLKP, MKP, and IBDA-C, these three groups were excluded from

the analysis.
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RESULTS

In the results section, the descriptive analyses addressing the first research ques-
tion, aimed at revealing the characteristic features of the terrorism literature in
Tirkiye, are presented first. This includes examining the distribution of studies by
year, the number of citations these studies received, the distribution of average
citations by year, the five most cited studies, the number of authors per study, and
the types of studies. In the second subsection, the results from the analyses ad-
dressing the second research question, focused on the terrorist organizations that
the terrorism literature has predominantly studied and the temporal changes in
focus on these organizations, are explained.

1. Descriptive Analysis Results

There are 1066 academic studies on terrorism in total between 1992 and 2024.
When examining the distribution of these studies by year, it is observed that the
number of academic studies published between 1992 and 2000 ranged from 0 to
3 per year. As in many parts of the world, academic studies focusing on terrorism
in Tiirkiye increased after the September 11 terrorist attacks in the United States.
However, the most significant increase in the number of studies occurred in 2012,
with a gradual rise in the number of academic studies on terrorism from 2012 to
2019, peaking in 2019. After 2019, the number of academic studies began to de-
cline.
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Figure-1. Number of Publication
Considering these increases and decreases, it is possible to divide the literature
into four main periods. The first period covers the years 1992 to 2000. The second
period spans from 2001 to 2008. The third period is from 2009 to 2015. The fourth
and final period covers the years 2016 to 2024. It is evident that terrorism and

related topics gained significant popularity during the fourth period.
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When the number of citations for the studies is examined, it is observed that the
majority of the studies have been cited between 0 and 9 times. Specifically,
86,11% of the publications, or 918 studies, have been cited between 0 and 9 times;
12,10%, or 129 studies, have been cited between 10 and 49 times; 1,50%, or 16
studies, have been cited between 50 and 99 times; and 0,28%, or 3 studies, have
been cited between 100 and 230 times.
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Figure-2. Number of Citations

When examining the average number of citations per year, it is evident that the
increase in the number of academic studies starting in 2001 did not correspond to
a parallel increase in citations. Due to the small number of publications and the
high number of citations, 1992 was the year with the highest average number of
citations. 2000 was the second-highest, followed by 2004. In contrast to the rising
number of publications, the average number of citations steadily decreased after
2004.
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Figure-3. Average Number of Citations
When the five most cited studies are examined, it is observed that a book pub-
lished in 2006 is the most cited study, with 225 citations. An article published in
2012 1s the second most cited, with 211 citations. It was found that three of the
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five most cited studies are articles, while two are books. These studies do not

directly focus on a specific terrorist organization; instead, they address the defini-

tion of terrorism, the legal dimensions of counterterrorism, and the negative ef-

fects of terrorism.

Table-2. Five Most Cited Studies

Aunthor(s) Title Year Journal Citations
Name
Fatma Uluslararasi1  terdrizme  kars: | 2006 | Book 226
Tagdemir devletlerin kuvvete bagvurma
yetkisi
Necmettin Toplumsal bir olgu olarak siddet | 2012 | Journal 211
Ozerkmen Article
and Hawdar
Golbas:
Dogu Ergil Uluslararasi terdrizim 1992 | Journal 115
Article
Thsan Bal Terdrizm: terdr, terdrizm wve | 2006 | Book o7
kiiresel terorle miicadelede
ulusal ve bélgesel deneyimler
0. Selguk | Turizin Uzerine Terdrizmin | 2004 | Journal o7
Emsen and | Etkileri: 1984-2001  Tiwkive Article
M. Kemal | Deneyimi
Deger

When the number of authors in the studies is examined, it is observed that more

than half of the studies were written by a single author. Specifically, 731 studies

were written by a single author, 258 studies by two authors, 55 studies by three

authors, and 22 studies by four or more authors.
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Across all publications, it was concluded that studies were prepared by an average
of 1,41 authors. In most years, studies were prepared by an average of between 1
and 1,77 authors, with the exception of 1999, when one study was prepared by
four or more authors.
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In the final step of the descriptive analysis, the types of academic studies were
examined. This examination revealed that 37%, or 394, of the studies were articles
published in various journals. The second most common type of study in the lit-
erature was master’s and doctoral theses, accounting for 25%, or 270, of the stud-
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Figure-6. Type of Studies
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2. Results of the Analysis Regarding the Terrorist Organizations Focused on
in the Literature and the Temporal Change of the Focused Organizations
As a result of the analyses conducted to answer the second research question of
the study, it was found that 782 academic studies in the literature focused on dif-
ferent types of organizations. When these 782 studies were examined, it was con-
cluded that 352 of the studies, or 33,02% of the total literature, focused on organ-
izations that use religion, such as ISIS, Al-Qaeda, or Hezbollah. Additionally, 269
of the studies, or 25,23%, focused on ethnic and separatist terrorist organizations
such as the PKK or ASALA.
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Figure-7. Focused Type of Terrorist Groups
Between 1992 and 2024, the terrorist organization most frequently studied in the
literature was the PKK, with 223 studies focusing on it. ISIS is the second-most
studied terrorist organization, with 209 studies focused on it. The third most stud-
ied organization is FETO/PDY.
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Figure-8. Most Focused Terrorist Groups



IJSHS, 2025; 9 (1): 11-34

When examining the distribution of terrorist organizations studied in the literature
by year, it is observed that the PKK was the most studied organization up until
2013. Additionally, some studies addressed organizations such as Hezbollah and
DHKP-C during this period. However, this trend shifted in 2013, with ISIS be-
coming the most studied organization in the literature. From 2013 to 2016, the
PKK was the second-most studied organization. Since 2016, FETO/PDY has sur-
passed the PKK and become the second most studied organization in terrorism
literature.
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Figure-9. The Distribution of Terrorist Organizations Studied in the Literature
by Year

DISCUSSION

As aresult of the analysis, significant findings were obtained. Some of these find-
ings demonstrate both similarities and differences compared to studies examining
the existing terrorism literature in Tiirkiye and globally. This section will explain
the significant research findings, highlighting their similarities and differences
compared to the current literature.

As a result of the descriptive analyses related to the first research question of the
study, which aims to demonstrate the characteristic features of the literature, im-
portant findings were obtained. The first of these findings pertains to the number
of publications. The analysis reveals that academic studies on terrorism in Tiirkiye
started to increase after 2001. However, it was observed that the number of studies
on terrorism in Turkiye significantly rose after 2003, reaching its peak in 2019.

Numerous academic studies have emphasized that the global terrorism literature
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has expanded since 2001 (Young and Findley, 2011; Schmid et al., 2021). This
study discovered that the number of studies in Tiirkiye began to escalate in 2001.
In this context, the study's findings align with existing literature.

Similarly, the notable surge in research conducted after 2003 aligns with the find-
ings of Avci and Demir (2017) in the existing literature. According to Avci and
Demir (2017), since 2003, there has been a rise in research on terrorism in Tu-
rkiye, with 92% of those studies being conducted after the 9/11 attacks.
Additionally, considering the number of publications, this study revealed that the
literature can be grouped into four main periods: 1992-2000, 2001-2008, 2009—
2015, and 2016-2024. It was concluded that terrorism and related topics gained
popularity, with publications peaking in the fourth period.

The second finding is related to the number of citations of the studies. When the
number of citations is considered, it is found that 86,11%, or 918, of the studies
in the literature have been cited between 0 and 9 times. On the other hand, when
the average citation rates are examined by year, it is seen that 1992, 2000, and
2004 are the years with the highest average citations. The main reason why 1992
and 2000 have the highest average citations is that only three and two publications
were published in those years, respectively, and these publications received rela-
tively high citations compared to other years. Additionally, since 2004, the annual
average citations have been steadily decreasing. In other words, although the num-
ber of publications has increased significantly since 2004, the number of citations
and annual citations have not kept pace with this growth.

After analyzing the five most cited studies related to the second finding, it was
determined that the most cited study was published in 2006. Among these five
studies, two were books and three were articles, none of which directly addressed
a specific terrorist organization. Instead, they delved into the definition of terror-
ism, the legal aspects of combating terrorism, and the adverse impacts of terror-
ism.

The third finding pertains to the number of authors in academic studies. It was
found that the studies examined in the literature were written by an average of
1,41 authors, and 68,57%, or 731, of the studies were written by a single author.
This finding is consistent with the findings of Silke (2004) and Schuurman (2020).
Silke (2004) states that more than 90% of the studies in the terrorism literature are

written by a single author. Similarly, Schuurman (2020) reveals that 72,6% of
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research articles, research notes, and other sources in the general terrorism litera-
ture are written by a single author. Additionally, Schuurman (2020) noted that alt-
hough the majority of studies were written by a single author, the number of au-
thors in studies has increased over the years. However, the findings of this study
differ from Schuurman's findings. This study concluded that the number of au-
thors varied between 1 and 1,77 in all years except 1999.

The fourth finding pertains to the types of studies in the dataset. Out of the 1066
academic studies in the dataset, the majority, 394, are articles. Following the arti-
cles, there are master’s and doctoral dissertations. This discovery aligns with the
research of Haghani and colleagues (2022), who observed that articles constitute
the majority of published studies on terrorism globally.

As a result of the analyses related to the second research question of the study,
which aims to identify the terrorist organizations that the literature focuses on and
the temporal changes in these organizations, important findings were also
reached. The first finding was that 782 studies in the academic literature focused
on different terrorist organizations, and 352 of these 782 studies focused on or-
ganizations that use religion, such as ISIS, Al-Qaeda, or Hezbollah. The study
went one step further by specifically examining the terrorist organizations that
were most intensively studied in the literature. It was found that the most focused
terrorist organization, with 223 studies, was the PKK, followed by ISIS as the
second most focused organization. These findings are partially consistent and par-
tially different from the findings of Avci and Demir (2017). Avcr and Demir
(2017) found that the most focused terrorist organization in the literature was the
PKK, which is consistent with the findings of this study. However, they identified
Al-Qaeda as the second-most focused organization, a finding that differs from the
results of this study.

The final finding of the study pertains to the temporal shift in focus on terrorist
organizations within the literature. Prior to 2013, the most researched organization
was the PKK. However, post-2013, ISIS took over as the most studied organiza-
tion. The PKK, previously the primary focus before 2013, transitioned to being
the second most studied organization from 2013 to 2016. By 2016, FETO/PDY
had surpassed the PKK, becoming the second most studied organization in terror-

ism literature.
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CONCLUSION

One of the most significant problems facing many countries worldwide is terror-
ism. The issue of terrorism has grown increasingly complex and pervasive, espe-
cially since the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the United States (Tulga, 2020; Tulga,
2023). Terrorism has garnered global academic attention, with scholars from var-
ious countries conducting studies on terrorism and related topics. Particularly af-
ter the 9/11 attacks, interest in terrorism, its various forms, and counter-terrorism
efforts has surged within the academic sphere. This surge has led to a consistent
increase in the annual publication of studies from 2001 to the present. The aca-
demic community in Tiirkiye also demonstrates a keen interest in terrorism and
related topics.

The academic community in Tiirkiye began focusing on terrorism and related top-
ics in the 1980s, with studies by Turkish scholars gaining momentum in the 1990s
and reaching their peak in the 2000s (Donmez and Timur, 2017). Numerous schol-
arly works on terrorism and related subjects, including reports, books, articles,
and dissertations, were written and published during this time. Several studies in
Tirkiye have investigated the development, trends, and evolution of research on
terrorism and related topics (Avct and Demir, 2017; Donmez and Timur, 2017,
Seren and Giiltekin, 2022). However, a significant portion of these studies have
concentrated on specific types within the literature rather than providing a com-
prehensive framework for the field as a whole.

Given this limitation, various types of studies in the literature were analyzed col-
lectively in this research. A total of 1066 academic studies, including books, re-
ports, dissertations, and articles, were identified using the "Publish or Perish" soft-
ware and analyzed in two main stages. Through these analyses, which were
shaped around two main research questions, the study aims to demonstrate the
changes and evolution in the literature on terrorism in Tiirkiye over the years.
Additionally, the study examines the terrorist organizations that the literature has
focused on and the temporal changes in focus on these organizations.
Accordingly, the descriptive analyses addressing the first research question, which
aims to identify the characteristic features of terrorism literature in Tiirkiye, re-
vealed several key findings. The literature on terrorism and related topics can be
divided into four main periods based on the number of publications. The number

of publications started to increase after 2001, with a consistent growth in academic
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studies from 2012 to 2019, reaching its peak in that year. However, the rise in
publications after 2001 did not align with a similar increase in citations; the ma-
jority of publications received between 0 and 9 citations, and the average number
of citations per year steadily declined after 2004. Most studies were prepared by
a single author, with an average of 1,41 authors per study. With the exception of
1999, studies were typically written by 1 to 1,77 authors. Lastly, it was noted that
37% of'the studies in the literature were articles, followed by master's and doctoral
theses, which accounted for 25% of the studies.

As a result of the dictionary-based analysis, which aims to address the second
research question by identifying the types of terrorist organizations that the liter-
ature focuses on, the specific organizations they emphasize, and the temporal
changes in focus, several key findings emerged. It was concluded that 782 of the
studies focused on different terrorist organizations, with 352 of them concentrat-
ing on organizations that use religion, such as ISIS, Al-Qaeda, or Hezbollah. The
terrorist organization most frequently studied was the PKK, but after 2013, ISIS
became the most studied organization in the literature. From 2013 to 2016, the
PKK was the second most examined organization. However, as of 2016,
FETO/PDY surpassed the PKK and became the second most examined organiza-
tion in the terrorism literature.

In conclusion, this study has provided a comprehensive analysis of the evolution
and focus of terrorism studies within the Turkish academic community. By exam-
ining a broad spectrum of academic studies, it has identified key trends and shifts
in the literature, particularly regarding the types of terrorist organizations studied
and the temporal changes in focus. The findings highlight the dynamic nature of
terrorism research in Tirkiye, reflecting both global and domestic developments.
This study not only contributes to a deeper understanding of the trajectory of ter-
rorism studies in Tiirkiye but also serves as a valuable resource for future research
in this critical field. Additionally, this study underscores the need to increase the
number of citations and authors in the terrorism literature in Tiirkiye and to further
enhance collaboration among authors. In this regard, it is evident that there are

still areas for improvement in the literature.
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Appendix-A. Dictionaries for Type of Terrorist Groups

Type of Group

Words in the Dictionary

ligion

Organizations That Use Re-

ISID, DAES, DEAS, Cihad, Selefi, Selefizm,
Din, Islam, Kaide, Hizbullah, IBDA, Cihadi

Ethnic and Separatist Ter-

rorist Organizations

PKK, YPG, PYD, Ermeni, ASALA, Ocalan,
partiya, etnik, ayrilik¢i, karkeren

Leftist Terrorist Groups

DHKP, MLKP, MKP, TKP, devrimci, sosyalizm,

Leninizm, Marksizm, maoizm, sol

FETO

FETO, PDY, Fethullah, bylock, fethullahc1

Appendix-B. Dictionaries for Terrorist Groups

Type of Group Name of Terrorist Group | Words in the Dictionary

Organizations That Use | ISIS DAES, ISID, DEAS

Religion Hezbollah Hizbullah

Al-Qaeda Kaide

Leftist Terrorist Groups | DHKP-C DHKP

Ethnic and Separatist ASALA Ermeni, ASALA

Terrorist Organizations | PKK PKK, YPG, Ocalan, ay-
rilike1, pyd, partiya, kar-
keren

FETO FETO FETO, PDY, Fethullah,

bylock, fethullahg¢1
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