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S:fgé(:f?a?ggﬁ;ﬁ%m The disorders that affect the lungs require a careful diagnosis, which relies on medical imaging such as chest
X-rays for efficient detection. Convolutional neural networks show a lot of promise as a deep learning model in
the automation of medical diagnosis, though in most cases, their success ends up being attached to how well the
right features are chosen. In this work, three broad types of feature selection methods, which are the filter
methods, the wrapper methods and the embedded methods, are analyzed on a chest X-ray dataset for their role
in improving the performance of deep-learning methods in the classification of medical images. The evaluation
metrics of the individual methods, which are classified into their specific broad types, are calculated. The results
show that embedded techniques like Light Gradient Boosting Machine, along with filter methods such as
Independent Component Analysis and Recursive Feature Elimination, which is a wrapper method, performed
better, while the Mutual Information, which is a filter method, performed worst among the methods. The results
eventually showed the highest difference in accuracy, being about 7.9%. In conclusion, these results establish

the key role that the correct choice of a feature selection method plays in efficient medical image classification.
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1. Introduction

Feature selection is an essential part of the models used for machine learning or deep learning tasks. This can also be observed
while handling the datasets with multiple dimensions. The main aim of this step is to create better models, suppress
overfitting, and simplify results by selecting the most pertinent features and ignoring those that are not helpful or repetitive.
The various feature selection methods can be classified into three main types: filter, wrapper, and embedded. These methods
utilize statistical approaches, machine learning, or a combination of both to assess and select the features that contribute most
to the model training. This research analyses these three feature selection methods and discusses their benefits and drawbacks.
Feature selection is crucial in machine learning and deep learning, especially with complex data that has many dimensions.
It aims to improve model performance by identifying the most important features in the dataset and discarding the least
important attributes. The Filter methods utilize statistical tools to check how relevant features are before any model is trained.
These methods are usually quick and do not depend on the machine-learning model. An example is the variance thresholding,
which gets rid of features that have little variability, assuming these features add little or no useful information. The filter
methods can be seen as helpful as they overlook attribute interactions, which can result in less optimal results [1]. The
correlation-based feature selection (CFS), which is a part of filter methods, works mostly on groups of features and highlights
those that are correctly connected with the target variable but are less correlated with each other. The CFS works well with
high-dimensional data, particularly in medical image classification [1]. The mutual information that is a part of filter methods
looks at how features relate to the target outcome.

The mutual information method can boost classification performance in text-related tasks [1]. The Chi-square test, which is
a filter method, checks if categorical features are independent of the target variable; however, it is of less importance in
analyzing discrete data, like gene expression in bioinformatics [2]. The wrapper methods check feature groups by repeatedly
training a machine learning model. They require a higher number of resources but perform feature selection more efficiently.
An example is the sequential feature selection, which has both forward and backward methods, and it adds or removes features
based on model performance. This method is useful for spotting lung diseases when combined with deep learning models
[2]. The relief algorithm, which is a wrapper method, selects features by checking how well they differentiate similar instances
of different classes, and it works better when it comes to uneven medical datasets [3]. The recursive feature elimination
(RFE), which is a wrapper method that gradually removes the less important features while updating the model, improves
results in image classification tasks for lung disorders [3]. The embedded methods join feature selection and model training.
The lasso regression, an embedded method, applies L1 regularization to remove some of the feature coefficients while
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retaining others. This method achieved an improved specificity and sensitivity for lung disease detection [4]. Ehrhardt et al.
[5] reported that autoencoders improve results in biomedical image analysis. Jui et al. [6] identify and generalize the various
fairness-based concerns into six different groups. This classification allows for an understanding of the various aspects of
fairness that researchers are currently exploring. Torang et al. [7] found tree-based methods effective for analyzing complex
genomic data. The elastic net regression uses both L1 and L2 regularization, which gives a balanced way to select features
and reduce coefficients. Venkatesh et al. [8] did a thorough review of new developments, and it showed the importance of
multivariate dependencies in boosting the effectiveness of feature selection. The fairness criteria have been added to feature
selection to ensure models do not show bias. Xing et al. [9] demonstrated that elastic net boosts predictive accuracy in
financial forecasting. The mixture of the above three discussed methods is known as a hybrid method. The principal
component analysis (PCA) is commonly used with CNNs for image classification. The PCA cuts down the number of
features, enhancing the performance of CNN in tasks such as lung identification.

A new method that uses limits of fractal dimension in choosing features has been developed for visual data in robots with
high dimensions. The lite fireworks algorithm with fractal dimension constraint (LFWA+FD) focuses on finding the top
feature subsets while also cutting down on data noise, which improves classification accuracy [10]. There is ongoing research
on using quantum computing for selecting features with the quantum support vector machine feature selection (QSVMF)
method, merging quantum support vector machines with genetic algorithms to enhance classification performance while
decreasing the number of features and computation costs [11]. Filter feature selection methods have moved from simple
univariate ranking to more complex techniques that consider feature interactions. All these findings highlight the importance
of using appropriate methods for feature extraction and selection to get optimal results in machine learning models. This
method has led to better results with data sets, such as those used for breast cancer classification. Feature selection is
developing, with ongoing research into deep learning methods. Approaches like attention mechanisms in neural networks
and reinforcement learning-based selection are being explored to improve model performance. In the future, there may be a
focus on enhancing feature selection for real-time applications, such as self-driving cars and medical diagnostics, to enable
quicker and more precise decisions.

2. Literature Review
2.1. Filter Methods

The filter methods can be denoted as the type of feature selection methods that check the importance of the features by using
statistical techniques like correlation, mutual information, or variance [12]. In order to address this issue, the researchers have
proposed various methods to enhance feature selection for deep learning models [13]. These methods are mostly faster, and
they don’t depend upon the machine learning or the deep learning algorithms, making them a popular tool for pre-processing
in machine learning and deep learning processes. However, in deep learning techniques, the basic filter methods might not
be able to detect correctly and efficiently the complex, non-linear connections in the data [14].

Figure 1 shows the various filter methods and their utilization in the Al-based models. These include the Variance Threshold,
which is a simple feature selection method that discards the attributes that possess a very low variance or that contribute
minimally to the differentiating properties of the data in the dataset. The variance is calculated by the formula,

var(X) = -1, (x; — )2, where,

X can be denoted as a feature
Each value in x; represents individual values of that feature
X is the collective mean of the values in the feature

e and n is the number of samples in the data
The Principal Component Analysis (PCA) can be denoted as a dimensionality reduction method [15] which converts the
attributes into a set of new and uncorrelated features called the principal components, and these components capture the
most variance in the data. The PCA works on the formula,

Y=XW, where,

e X denotes the original dataset
e W denotes the eigenvectors (principal components)
e Y denotes the transformed dataset in the new lower-dimensional space

The Independent Component Analysis (ICA) can be denoted as a technique utilized to convert the observed mixed signals
from the data into the statistically independent components [16]. It is often applied to the blind source separation problems.
The ICA works on the formula,

S=WX, where,
e X denotes the observed data

e W denotes the transformation matrix that maximizes the statistical independence
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S denotes the set of independent components

The Mutual Information (MI) is utilized for the calculation of the dependency between the two features [17]. It helps in the
selection of the features that seem to possess the maximum information about the output variable. It works on the formula,

I(X;Y) = H(X) — H(X | Y), where,

I1(X;Y), denotes the mutual information between feature X and the target Y
H(X) denotes the entropy of the feature X
H(X | Y), denotes the conditional entropy of X given Y

ICA
{(S = WX, Maximizing Independence)

Variance Threshold
(Var(X) = Threshold)

Al-based
Start —» Input the Dataset Selected Features ———» classification/prediction e End
Mutual Information PCA
(106, Y) = H(X) - HXY) (Y = XW, Eigenvectors & Eigenvalues)
Figure 1. Overview of Filter Methods in Feature Selection.
2.2. Wrapper Methods

The wrapper methods utilized for the feature selection process test groups of features by using the machine learning model
through the training and testing steps to find the best set of features in the dataset. In contrast with the filter methods, which
utilize the statistical metrics, the wrapper methods focus on how features affect the model's performance [18]. Some of the
common techniques include the recursive feature elimination (RFE), the forward selection, and the backward elimination.
They tend to provide high accuracy since they consider the relationships between the features, but they need more of the
computations, especially with the large datasets [19]. These methods are often applied in the fields of bioinformatics, text
classification, and medical diagnostics, where selecting the most important features enhances the predictive accuracy. Despite
their higher requirements, the wrapper methods are still very useful in the process of feature selection.
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Genetic Algorithm {GA)

Recursive Feature Elimination (RFE
( ) 1. Initialize random feature subsets (population)

1. Train model on all features 2. Evaluate each subset using model performance

2_ Rank features based on importance 3. Select best-performing subsets (selection)

3. Remove least important feature(s) 4. Apply crossover and mutation to generate the new subsets
4. Repeat until desired number of features remains 5. Repeat until convergence or stopping criterion is met

Sequential Feature Selection (SFS/SBS)

1. Forward Selection {SFS). Start with no features, add best feature iteratively

2. Backward Selection (SBS): Start with all features, remove worst feature iteratively
3. Evaluate model performance at each step

4. Stop when optimal subset is reached

Figure 2. Overview of Wrapper Methods in Feature Selection

Figure 2 shows the various wrapper methods and their working in the models for training and testing of the data. Cheng et
al. [20] examined the feature selection methods and highlighted the usefulness of the wrapper methods for boosting the
model’s performance. The work compared the filter, wrapper, and embedded techniques, showing that wrapper methods can
improve the accuracy by selecting the important features and removing the redundant ones. This research also discussed
linking feature selection to the deep learning techniques and the explainable artificial intelligence, emphasizing the role of
wrapper methods in dealing with complex datasets and suggesting future challenges like scalability and fairness in large-
scale applications. Madakkatel et al. [21] put forward LLpowershap, which acts as a novel feature selection method that is
developed on top of PowerShap by employing the loss-based Shapley values, therefore optimizing p-value calculations, and
identifying the informative features with the minimal noise, achieving a higher predictive performance compared to the other
methods. Maseno et al. [22] put forward a sequential-based feature-selection approach utilizing an enhanced extreme-learning
machine (ELM) with the SVM (support vector machine) classifier. This method aims to reduce the number of features while
increasing classification accuracy to meet the complicated needs of feature selection in the machine-learning-based methods.
Zandi et al. [23] in their work put forward the various facts about the wrapper-based feature selection techniques. These
methods are utilized to look at the various groups of features to find the most optimal and efficient features among them and
focus on the utilization of the meta-heuristic techniques, like the bat and the gray wolf methods, to improve the feature-
selection method. A deep sequential generative learning approach was introduced for the feature selection, treating it as a
generative learning problem, and made a variation transformer model to gather the feature knowledge and create decision
paths, minimizing the search area [24].

2.3. Embedded Methods

The embedded methods for feature selection can be denoted as a combined model of training and selection, combining filter
and wrapper techniques. These techniques are used in various fields, such as bioinformatics, text classification, and image
recognition, showing good results with high-dimensional data. There are techniques that rank features based on their role in
the prediction of the efficiency of a microcontroller with the goal of reducing overfitting and improving model accuracy [25].
The TSK fuzzy system, including a sparse rule base (TSK-SRB), uses the group lasso regularization for the concurrent
attribute and rule selection in the high-dimensional data [26]. Guelib et al. [27] employ an embedded method utilizing a ridge
classifier, thereby showing efficient performance in the selection of the significant gene expression attributes for Alzheimer’s
disease classification. There are ways to calculate the importance of attributes along with the process of training, which allows
for efficient recognition of ideal subsets of attributes pertinent to the task [28]. The embedded methods in feature selection
blend the feature-selection part into the training of the model and, in turn, enhance the attributes based on the model
performance. The embedded methods are less effective than the filter methods for high-dimensional data in the case of
mammary and prostatic cancer analysis [29].

Figure 3 shows the various embedded methods and their working for the training and testing of data. Naik et al. [30] in their
work propose a neural-network approach, the Weighted GCNN, that captures the non-linear interactions and adds feature
weighting during training, thereby enhancing the classification performance. Nemati et al. [31] present a technique utilizing
the gray wolf optimizer with a two-layer perceptron classifier, which was efficient by selecting important features for the
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classification tasks. The recent research has looked into the different embedded methods, including using the ANT colony
optimization for the feature selection in the neural networks and creating complete feature-selection methods for these
networks [32]. The two neural-network-based embedded methods, DFS and LassoNet, enhance the interpretability and
accuracy, efficiently lessening dimensionality in high-dimensional supervised learning tasks [33].

Selected Features

Model with built-in feature
Input the Dataset selection Pe rfur?:amnu{::ﬁ etrics
(Embedded Model)

Figure 3. Overview of Embedded Methods in Feature Selection

Syahidin et al. [33] in their approach allow for the concurrent learning and feature selection, thereby optimizing the efficiency
as shown in the genetic algorithm-based method discussed in the research. Zhao et al. [34] in their paper propose a built-in
method that uses the L2, p-norm to pick out the important features, and it also sorts through data for the essential bits required
to break the graphs down smoothly, especially when anchor graphs set the stage for multi-view clustering. This boosts the
clustering performance. The options like the LASSO (Least Absolute Shrinkage and Selection Operator) and the decision
trees select features during the training by using the regularization penalties or checking the feature importances. This method
allows understanding of feature relationships and is also efficient in the computations [35].

3. Proposed Methodology

This study employed the publicly available dataset of chest X-ray (CXR) images, comprising 1,802 normal and 1,800
pneumonia cases [36], to develop the computer-aided diagnosis system. To ensure consistency, all images were pre-processed
by resizing to the fixed dimension of 128x128 pixels and normalizing pixel values to the [0, 1] range by dividing by 255,
which stabilizes and accelerates the model's convergence during training. The dataset was partitioned into the stratified 80:20
train-test split, preserving the class distribution in both subsets. A convolutional neural network (CNN) was utilized for the
feature extraction, utilizing the sequential structure with the three convolutional blocks, which are the 32, the 64, and the 128
filters, along with the 3x3 kernels, the ReLU activation function, each followed by the 2x2 max-pooling. The extracted feature
maps were then flattened to form the high-dimensional feature vector. To optimize this representation, various feature
selection techniques, including the filter (Variance Threshold, Mutual Information), the wrapper (Recursive Feature
Elimination), and the embedded (Lasso, Tree-based) methods, were applied to the CNN-derived features. The reduced feature
subset was then fed into the final classification layer for the binary prediction. The model hyperparameters, such as the
learning rate and the optimizer, were tuned via the validation set, and the performance was then rigorously evaluated using
the accuracy, the precision, the recall, the specificity, and the Fl-score for each of the feature-selection strategies. The
standalone CNN-based model was also utilized to compare the results obtained with or without the usage of feature selection

methods.
= Resizing
(128x128),
MNormalization,
' Denoising

Feature Selection
Technigues
1. Filter Methods
2. Wrapper Methods
3. Embedded Methods

.| Classification
using CHNN

Figure 4. Overview of the Model

Figure 4 describes the complete procedure of the work in a brief manner. It shows the steps of data pre-processing, feature-
extraction, feature-selection, classification and evaluation of the model. The feature selection techniques utilized are briefly
described as follows: the variance threshold is utilized for getting rid of the features that barely change, basically under the
idea that they don’t do much for classifying, which naturally trims down complexity and makes the process more efficient.
The mutual information checks how tied the features are to target labels and tends to keep only the features that are significant,
discarding extra attributes [37]. PCA takes these correlated attributes and mixes them into new uncorrelated ones, aiming to

94



Sheikh Afaan Farooq, Aleem Ali Sakarya University Journal of Computer and Information Sciences 9 (1) 2026, 90-104

hold onto as much variation as possible while diminishing the errors. ICA works in a similar but different way; it pulls out
statistically independent attributes from the data, which is efficient in the case of complex datasets.

Feature 1 importance

Feature 2 importance

Input Chest X-ray .
Feature 10 importance

PCA Method

16 Extracted Features of the X-ray

Figure 5. The description of the implementation of the filter method PCA

Feature Importances
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0,05 0,0182 01

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Figure 6. The feature importances were calculated by the filter method PCA

Figure 5 shows an overview of feature extraction and the working of PCA, while Figure 6 shows the bar chart of feature
importances calculated by PCA. RFE is an iterative method that knocks out the least useful features based on how the model
performs, nudging the accuracy upward over time [38]. Lasso Regression, also known as L1 Regularization, works by
shrinking the coefficients of less important features to zero, leaving a sparse set of reliable attributes [39]. Decision Trees,
meanwhile, choose features based on how well they split the data using simple measures like entropy or Gini impurity, which
usually signals a good classification split. In a similar approach, Random Forests bring together multiple decision trees to
rank feature importance, thereby bolstering robustness and reducing overfitting via ensemble learning [40]. XGBoost assigns
a score to each feature, trimming the less relevant ones to optimize performance through a boosting process, while Light GBM
uses a histogram-based approach to quickly score and select only the top features, ensuring speedy training even on vast
datasets. The Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) dig into the images to extract spatial features through layers of
convolutions, then use fully connected layers to classify patterns, fine-tuning the whole operation with backpropagation [41].
This work utilizes a CNN for final classification, which consists of fully connected layers. It starts with a dense layer of 128
neurons to extract the features, and is succeeded by a 64 neuron dense layer for further enhancement [42].

4. Materials and Evaluation Metrics

The publicly available X-ray dataset already mentioned in this work above was used to analyze the feature selection
techniques. The 1,015 normal X-rays and 1,325 indicating pneumonia were randomly taken from the dataset, then the images
were resized to 128x128 pixels, followed by de-noising to bring out a bit more clarity. The pixel intensities of the images
were normalized so that every image looked uniformly consistent. The data was then split randomly, with 80% for training
and 20% for testing, to help train and later evaluate the models. All these steps were intended to boost the performance of the
CNN model utilized in this work.

Figure 7 shows an overview of various data pre-processing methods used, such as normalization and denoising. In this study,
for the evaluation of feature selection techniques, the confusion matrix was utilized along with the key evaluation metrics
such as accuracy, precision, recall, specificity, and F1-score for assessing the efficiency. Accuracy is a central measure that
takes into account how many predictions turned out right out of every attempt. A high accuracy can be deceiving sometimes,
especially when one class dominates the data, so accuracy alone can’t capture the model’s real performance. This is when
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precision and recall can be utilized. Precision gives a sense of how trustworthy the positive predictions are, and recall checks

if every relevant case gets spotted.

Training Data 80% Testing Data 20%

T BTN

Resize (128x128)
Mormalize

Chest X-ray Dataset

Figure 7. The brief description of the data division utilized in the model

Accuracy = (TP + TN) / (TP + TN + FP + FN) (1)
Precision = TP / (TP + FP) 2)
Recall = TP / (TP + FN) 3)
Specificity = TN / (TN + FP) @)

F1-Score =2 x (Precision x Recall) / (Precision + Recall) (5)

Precision shows how many times the model gets it right when it labels some prediction as positive; basically, it’s the ratio of
correct positive predictions to all the predictions made as positive. Recall, on the other hand, is more about finding all the
real positive predictions; it looks at the number of positive predictions relative to every actual positive. Specificity then checks
the model’s efficiency at spotting negatives by comparing the count of correctly flagged negatives with all the cases that
should be negative. To understand these measures, some definitions are important. True positives (TP) are the correctly
marked positive cases, while false positives (FP) arise when the model wrongly calls a negative case positive. In a similar
way, true negatives (TN) are simply the negatives that get marked correctly, whereas false negatives (FN) end up being
positive cases that the model mistakenly tags as negative. These ratios give a pretty good sense of how the model is performing
overall, even if sometimes the numbers might come out uneven. Table 1 shows the data division into training and testing
sets.

Table 1. Training and Testing Dataset

Dataset Training Testing Total
Pneumonia 1060 265 1325
Normal 812 203 1015
Total 1872 468 2340

A confusion matrix is an important metric when it comes to classification models, as it demonstrates the actual values against
the predicted values. Instead of a neat list, it can be seen as two pairs, one pair (TP and TN) for when the model got it right,
and another pair (FP and FN) for when the model made wrong predictions. In most cases, these numbers help in the
calculation of metrics like accuracy, precision, recall, and the F1-score. When the numbers are more or less balanced, that
usually means the model is performing well. The confusion matrix acts as an important metric when it comes to medical
diagnoses or when the dataset isn’t evenly distributed.
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5. Experimental Results

In this study, the feature-selection techniques were evaluated based on the performance metrics they attained for pneumonia
classification utilizing a CNN-based model. Initially, only the CNN-based model was applied, and the performance metrics
were calculated across each of the 5 folds. The results demonstrated a remarkably high and consistent level of accuracy and
robustness. The results demonstrated a remarkably high and consistent level of accuracy and robustness, with an average
accuracy of 98.54% and all the individual fold accuracies were tightly clustered between the 98.28% and 98.71% values.
This consistency is also further validated by the other metrics, with the average precision (98.51%), the recall (98.33%), the
specificity (98.73%), and the F1-Score (98.41%) all remaining high with minimal variance. Taking an example, the stability
of the Fl-score, which balances the precision and recall, indicates the model reliably maintains the performance without
significant trade-offs between the different types of errors. This analysis proves the importance of applying the k-fold cross-
validation to check whether the model performance is consistent across the different sub-datasets. Figure 8 shows the bar
chart denoting the performance of the various folds. The partitioning of data into the five distinct segments and training the
model on the different combinations each time provides a robust estimate of its generalizability, and the confusion matrices
evaluated for the same are given in Figure 9. The very low standard deviation in the results confirms that the CNN has not
been overfit to the particular data split and has learned the generalized features from the chest X-ray images. These results
increase confidence in the model being reliable and consistent in its performance when deployed on new, unseen data, making
it a trustworthy tool for thoracic disease screening. Table 2, below, shows the performance metrics of each fold of the CNN-
based model.

Table 2. The K-Fold Cross-Validation Results for CNN Model on the Lung X-Ray Dataset

Fold Accuracy Precision Recall Specificity F1-Score
Fold 1 0.985 0.9814 0.986 0.9841 0.9837
Fold 2 0.9828 0.972 0.9905 0.9766 0.9811
Fold 3 0.9871 0.9907 0.9816 0.992 0.9861
Fold 4 0.985 0.9859 0.9813 0.9881 0.9836
Fold 5 0.9871 0.9953 0.9772 0.996 0.9862
Average 0.9854 0.9851 0.9833 0.9873 0.9841

K-Fold Cross-Validation - CNN Model

0,995
0,99

0,985
0,98

0,975
0,97

0,965 I
0,96

Fold 1 Fold 2 Fold 3 Fold 4 Fold 5 Average

B Accuracy M Precision Recall mSpecificity ™ F1-Score

Figure 8. The Confusion Matrices for Each Fold in CNN-Based Lung Disorder Classification
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K-fold Cross Validation - Confusion Matrices
Fold 1 Fold 2 Fold 3 Fold 4 Fold 5

Figure 9. The Confusion Matrices for Each Fold in CNN-Based Lung Disorder Classification

Secondly, the various feature selection methods were applied, and the performance metrics are presented in Table 3. The
filter methods were mostly very efficient except the mutual information method; also, the variance threshold and ICA method
performed very efficiently and were mostly similar to each other in terms of performance metrics like the F1-score. Figure
10 shows the bar chart denoting the performance of the various filter methods. The RFE, which is a wrapper method,
performed very effectively with an accuracy of more than 99%, as shown in the values depicted by the bar chart (see Figure
11), and yet another bar chart shows that LightGBM, along with Random Forest and XGBoost, perform efficiently (see
Figure 12). This shows that the embedded methods work efficiently when choosing the most important features for better
pneumonia detection; of course, filters like ICA and PCA are not far behind, while RFE performs quite efficiently.

Filter Methods

110
100

9
> Il il Il LIl Ll

Accuracy Precision Recall Specificity F1 Score

o

W Variance Threshold B Mutual Information PCA mICA

Figure 10. Evaluation metrics for the Filter Methods

Recursive Feature Elimination (RFE)

99,25
99,2
99,15
99,1
99,05
99
98,95
98,9

98,85
Accuracy Precision Recall  Specificity F1 Score

Figure 11. Evaluation metrics for the Wrapper Methods
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Embedded Methods
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Figure 12. Evaluation metrics for the Embedded Methods
Table 3. Performance Metrics of the Different Methods

Methods Accuracy Precision Recall Specificity F1-Score
Filter Methods
Variance Threshold 98.93 99.21 98.81 99.07 99.01
Mutual Information 91.03 91.7 91.7 90.23 91.7
PCA 98.72 97.68 100 97.21 98.83
ICA 99.15 98.44 100 98.14 99.22
Wrapper Methods
RFE 99.15 99.25 99.25 99.01 99.25
Embedded Methods
Lasso Regression 98.29 98.42 98.42 98.14 98.42
Decision Trees 98.72 98.05 99.6 97.67 98.82
Random Forests 98.93 98.82 99.21 98.6 99.01
XGBoost 98.93 98.44 99.6 98.14 99.02
LightGBM 99.15 99.6 98.81 99.53 99.21

The results that are presented in Table 3 put together the performance metrics of various feature selection methods by listing
performance metrics like accuracy, precision, recall, specificity and F1-score. The ICA performs effectively with an accuracy
0f 99.15% and a recall of 100%; a recall of 100%. PCA has a perfect recall value but has a lesser accuracy of 98.72%, while
Mutual Information performs less effectively as compared to other filter methods with 91.03% accuracy. Figure 13 shows
the confusion matrices calculated for the various filter methods. The wrapper method RFE provides the ranking of features
and performs quite efficiently with 99.15% accuracy. Figure 14 shows the confusion matrix calculated for the RFE. The
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embedded approaches demonstrate consistent performance, with LightGBM not only achieving a classification accuracy
comparable to the ICA but also attaining an exceptional specificity of 99.53%. Meanwhile, the Random Forest and the
XGBoost exhibit nearly identical accuracy rates of approximately 98.93%, along with reliable F1-scores, a notable advantage
when processing the high-detail medical imaging such as chest X-rays. Although the Lasso regression lags slightly behind,
it still maintains a respectable accuracy of 98.29%. Figure 15 shows the confusion matrices calculated for the embedded

methods.

Filter Methods - Confusion Matrices

Variance Threshold Mutual Information

3 250 21 232 0 253 0

Figure 13. Confusion matrices were computed for the various filter feature selection methods

Wrapper Methods - Confusion Matrices

RFE

Figure 14. Confusion matrix computed for the wrapper feature selection method RFE

Embedded Methods - Confusion Matrices

Lasso Decision Trees Random Forests XGBoost LightGBM

Figure 15. Confusion matrices were computed for the various embedded feature selection methods
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6. Discussions

The presented results demonstrate that integrating feature selection (FS) with the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) can
surpass the performance of the standalone CNN, thereby validating the core hypothesis. The novelty of this work lies in the
systematic benchmarking of the diverse suite of FS methods, which are the filter (Variance Threshold, PCA, ICA), the
wrapper (RFE), and the embedded (Lasso, Tree-based) methods applied to the CNN-extracted features, the crucial step often
overlooked in the medical imaging pipelines. While the baseline CNN achieved the robust 98.54% accuracy, several of the
hybrid models, notably the LightGBM+CNN, the RFE+CNN, and the ICA+CNN, consistently achieved superior
performance, with the accuracy and the Fl-scores exceeding 99.1%. The exceptional 100% recall of the PCA+CNN and
ICA+CNN, while potentially indicating the overfitting on this specific test set, highlights the critical trade-off for the sensitive
medical applications where missing the positive case is unacceptable. To sufficiently justify these claims, statistical validation
through paired t-tests on the k-fold results is the essential part to confirm that the performance gains are significant and not
due to random chance. Furthermore, the direct comparison with the state-of-the-art architecture (CNN) on the same dataset
is necessary to contextualize the results. The practical significance is profound. The identification of LightGBM and RFE as
the optimal FS methods. This work provides the blueprint for creating more efficient, generalizable, and high-performing
models, reducing the computational overhead and enhancing the reliability for real-world clinical deployment in thoracic
disease screening.

In particular, the comparative analysis reveals a very critical insight: while the standalone CNN model demonstrates a strong
and consistent performance with an average accuracy of 98.54%, the integration of the feature-selection methods can yield
even more superior results. The CNN alone provides a reliable baseline, but several feature-selection techniques, including
the ICA, the RFE, and the LightGBM, surpass it, achieving the peak accuracy of 99.15%. This improvement is not merely in
the raw accuracy but, most importantly, in the balance of the metrics. For example, the LightGBM achieved a better F1-score
0f99.21% and a specificity of 99.53%, indicating the superior ability to minimize the false positives, which is a crucial factor
when it comes to medical diagnostics. The performance gain can also be attributed to the fundamental role of the feature-
selection methods in the enhancement of model generalization. Figure 16 shows the bar chart depicting the performance
metrics attained by the standalone CNN and the Feature-Selection methods along with the CNN. These algorithms act as the
noise-reduction and relevance-filtering mechanism. The identification of the best discriminative features from the images
prevents the model from overfitting to the spurious patterns in the training data. This process creates a robust and efficient
feature space for the model to train better, and the results strongly suggest that the hybrid approach, leveraging deep learning
for hierarchical feature extraction, complemented by strategic feature selection for refinement, is a powerful paradigm. This
synergy allows the model to focus its capacity on the most salient patterns, leading to more reliable and higher-performing
diagnostic systems.

Performance Metrics
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Figure 16. The performance metrics of the standalone CNN and the feature-selection methods with CNN
7. Conclusions

In this study, various feature selection methods were evaluated for pneumonia classification to enhance the performance of
deep learning classifiers in medical imaging diagnostics. The main objective was to improve performance by identifying
effective feature selection techniques. The filter-based methods demonstrated good performance, with ICA achieving high
accuracy and perfect recall, thereby helping effectively identify critical features while minimizing false negatives. PCA also
performed well, providing a balanced data representation with competitive classification results. In contrast, Mutual
Information struggled with the complex spatial relationships in the images, resulting in comparatively lower performance
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metrics. The wrapper method RFE was subsequently assessed, which performed exceptionally well. The embedded methods
proved highly effective, with LightGBM standing out due to its exceptional accuracy and near-perfect specificity. The
findings indicate that the wrapper method RFE, some filters, and embedded methods provide a robust and accurate foundation
for chest X-ray classification, in particular, and medical image classification in general. These insights may guide the future
optimizations of deep-learning models in clinical diagnostics and pave the way for more intelligent, adaptive and reliable
diagnostic systems.
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