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Abstract

This article comprehensively examines al-Saghani’s life and intellectual legacy through
the perspective of his scholarly travels, which extended from the Indian subcontinent to
the Hejaz, Yemen, Baghdad, and Africa, The study will also evaluate, within this framework,
his interactions with prominent scholars of the time during these journeys and the role this
process played in deepening his scholarly knowledge. Al-Saghani’s intellectual journey be-
gan to take shape with his migration from Lahore to Ghazna. The substantial education he
received in disciplines such as Arabic Lexicography, Hanafi jurisprudence, and hadith sci-
ences in Ghazna, an important cultural center of the period solidly constructed his academ-
ic foundation. Al-Saghani embarked on extensive scholarly travels to further advance this
accumulated knowledge and to establish direct contact with the leading scholars of his era.
Indeed, as a result of these contacts, his scholarly character was exceptionally appreciated
by erudite scholars such as al-Dhahabi, al-Dimyati, and al-Suyuti. Al-Saghani’s these jour-
neys across a vast geography were far more than a simple process of knowledge acquisition.
His prolonged stays in major scholarly centers allowed him to integrate deeply into local
intellectual circles, which proved decisive in shaping his unique methodological approach
and scholarly identity. This approach, as evidenced in his works, prioritized the verification
of knowledge through personal observation and investigation over the mere transmission
of existing sources. Major works such as al-Ubab, al-Takmilah, and Mashariq al-Anwar, reflect
his interdisciplinary approach. Beyond his scholarly pursuits, al-Saghani also engaged in
the political sphere, as demonstrated by his appointment as a caliphal envoy to Sultan Iltut-
mish of Delhi in 617/1220. By examining his intellectual legacy, this article aims to contrib-
ute to the efforts of understanding al-Saghani's legacy, while also proposing a framework
for how the paths of knowledge and research techniques he followed can offer a productive
perspective for future ademic studies.
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Bu makale, Radiyyiiddin es-S4gani'nin hayatini ve entelektiiel mirasini, Hint Alt Kita-
si'ndan Hicaz, Yemen, Bagdat ve Afrika’ya uzanan ilim yolculuklari perspektifinden ince-
lemeyi amaglamaktadir. Calismada, bu seyahatler esnasinda dénemin énemli alimleriyle
kurdugu etkilesimler ve bu siirecin onun ilmi birikimini derinlestirmedeki rolii de deger-
lendirilecektir. SAgani'nin entelektiiel seriiveni, Lahor'dan Gazne'ye go¢ etmesiyle sekil-
lenmeye baslamistir. Dénemin dnemli bir kiiltiir merkezi olan Gazne'de, Arap s6zliikbilimi,
Hanef fikhi ve hadis gibi disiplinlerdeki esaslh egitimi, onun akademik alt yapisini saglam
bir sekilde inga etmistir. Al-S4gant bu birikimini daha da ileri tasimak ve déneminin nde
gelen alimleriyle birebir temas kurmak amaciyla kapsamli ilim seyahatlerine girismistir.
Nitekim bu temaslar neticesinde, al-Sdgani'nin ilm1 kisiligi Zehebi, Dimyati ve StyGt? gibi
miitebahhir alimler tarafindan miistesna bir sekilde takdir edilmistir. Genis bir cografyaya
yayilan bu yolculuklar, onun i¢in yalnizca bir bilgi toplamaktan ibaret degildi. Uzun siire
kaldigi ilim merkezlerinde, yerel bilgin cevreleriyle kurdugu yakin iliskiler, onun ¢alisma
yOnteminin ve alandaki yerinin belirginlesmesinde belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. Yazdig
eserler, al- Sigani'nin, var olan bilgileri oldugu gibi aktarmak yerine, kendi gézlem ve aras-
tirmalariyla bu bilgileri dogrulamaya 6nem verdigini gostermektedir. Baslica eserleri olan
el-Ubdb, et-Tekmile ve Mesdriku’l-Envdr, onun farkli alanlar: bir araya getiren bu ¢alisma tar-
zin1 yansitir. Al-S4gant ayrica, bir bilgin olmanin yani sira, siyasi-diplomatik gérevler de
tistlenmistir. Bunun bir érnegi, 617/1220 yilinda Halife tarafindan Delhi Sultam {ltutmis'a
elci olarak gonderilmesidir. Onun entelektiiel mirasini inceleyen bu makale, al-S4gani’nin
mirasini anlama ¢abalarina bir katki sunmanin yani sira, onun takip ettigi ilim yollarinin
ve arastirma tekniklerinin, gelecekteki akademik ¢alismalar igin nasil verimli bir perspektif
sunabilecegine dair bir cerceve Snermektedir.
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Introduction

The Middle Ages were a golden age for the Islamic world, reaching the peak of geo-
graphical discoveries, cultural exchanges, and intellectual activities. Beyond political bor-
ders, many outstanding scholars emerged during this period, nourished by different cul-
tural currents, seeking knowledge not only in books but also in the vast geography of the
world. One of these remarkable figures was Radi al-Din al-Saghani, Modern scholarship pri-
marily recognizes al-Saghani for his seminal lexicons such as al-‘Ubab, al-Takmila, and Ma-
jma‘ al-Bahrayn and his contributions to hadith studies, including Masharig al-Anwar and al-
Mawda‘at. However, his intellectual biography and scholarly travels remain insufficiently
examined. This study aims to address this critical gap in the research.

The primary aim of this article is to investigate Saghant’s intellectual identity by tracing
his scholarly travels across regions spanning the Indian subcontinent to the Hejaz, Yemen,
and East Africa. Central to this inquiry is an examination of his engagements with contem-
porary ‘ulama’> and his distinctive methodologies for acquiring and verifying knowledge.
Hlustrative examples include his on-site inspection of the well of Bi'r Bida‘a in Mecca a
site referenced in hadith literature to assess its material context; his critical study of al-
Khattabi’s Ma‘alim al-Sunan in ‘Aden; and his meticulous recording of unfamiliar fauna,
such as the civet cat (dabbat al-zabad) and the bumbuk dolphin, during his stay in Moga-
dishu. These pursuits reflect three core dimensions of his scholarly enterprise: the empir-
ical verification of geographical references in hadith texts, the documentation of dialectal
variations through engagement with Bedouin Arabs as living repositories of the Arabic
linguistic tradition, and the systematic observation of novel flora and fauna encountered
during his travels. Furthermore, the article evaluates the considerable scholarly recogni-
tion Saghani earned for his expertise in Arabic lexicography, as evidenced by praise from
leading figures across generations including Chelebi (Katib Celebi), al-Dhahabi, al-Dimyati,

Arabic language.” Such acclaim underscores his exceptional mastery in these disciplines.

This paper positions al-Saghani as a pivotal intellectual force within the Indian sub-
continent. It traces his scholarly itineraries through key centers such as Ghazna, Lahore,
Delhi, Kol, Bada’tin, and Nagore, analyzing his profound engagements with local ‘ulama’
and Sufis. A notable instance of his influence was his instruction on his work, Misbah al-Duja,
delivered to the scholars of Nagore including prominent figures like Qadi Hamid al-Din and
Qadi Kamal al-Din in a single day, thereby demonstrating his deep expertise in Sufism and
his significant impact on local intellectual circles. Furthermore, the paper also highlights
al-Saghani’s political and diplomatic role. This dimension of his career was inaugurated
in 1220 when the Abbasid Caliph al-Nasir 1i-Din Allah (r. 1180-1225) appointed him as an
envoy to the court of Delhi Sultan Iltutmish (r. 1211-1236). This mission transformed him
into a cultural bridge, connecting the intellectual centers of Baghdad with the Indian sub-
continent. In this capacity, he not only carried the robust hadith tradition of Central Asia to
India but also played a pioneering role in the subcontinent as the first scholar to systemat-
ically combat fabricated hadith, authoring two critical works on forged narrations: Al-Durar
al-Multaqat fi Tabyin al-Ghalat and al-Mawdu‘at.
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The scope of this study is deliberately focused on al-Saghant’s life, major works, and
travels undertaken between 1209 and 1252. Acknowledged as a limitation is the absence
of extended comparison with other itinerant scholars of his era, as the analysis remains
centered on Saghani’s individual intellectual contributions.

Methodologically, this study adopts a qualitative research design and employs the meth-
od of historical analysis. The primary sources examined include key works by al-Saghani
himself, such as al-‘Ubab, al-Takmilah, FT Asma°al-Dhi’b, al-Mawdt‘at, and Mashariq al-An-
war. Furthermore, contemporary and near-contemporary biographical sources including
the works of al-Dimyati, al-Dhahabi, al-Safadi, Ibn al-Fuwati, and al-Hamawi have been
consulted to reconstruct his intellectual life and travels. The secondary literature consists
of modern scholarly studies, such as The Arabic Lexicographical Tradition and Sahth-i
Buhari Niishalarina Dair Yeni Bulgular II: es-Sagani Niishasi ve Tiirkiye Kiittiphanelerindeki
Yazmalari. The analysis of Saghani’s methodology and itineraries relies on techniques of
textual analysis and contextual interpretation.

In conclusion, this article provides a comprehensive examination of Imam al-Saghant’s
intellectual legacy, analyzing his significant contributions to Arabic lexicography and
Hadith studies, his distinctive methodology for knowledge verification through scholarly
travels, and his political-diplomatic missions. The study further investigates his scholarly
engagements in India, particularly documenting his academic interactions with scholars
and Sufis in Nagore, where he granted them teaching authorization (ijazah). Through this
multidimensional analysis, the research demonstrates how al-Saghani embodied an exem-
plary approach that harmoniously integrated textual scholarship with empirical observa-
tion, establishing him as a pioneering figure in medieval Islamic intellectual history.

1. The Lineage of Radi al-Din al-Saghani

Radi al-Din al-Saghani traced his ancestry to the ‘Adi b. Ka'b clan of the Quraysh tribe.
His full name is recorded in various sources as Sheikh Imam Radi al-Din Aba al-Fada’il
Hasan b. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Haydar b. ‘Ali b. Isma‘il al-Qureshi, al-‘Adawi, al-‘Umari,
al-Hanaff, al-Lughawti, al-Nahwi, al-Lahort, al-Hindy, al-Saghant, al-Baghdadi, and al-Makki.!
His kunya (patronymic) was Abi al-Fad@’il, his lagab (honorific title) was Radi al-Din, and
his epithet was al-Multaji ila Haram Allahi Ta’ala (The One Who Seeks Refuge in the Sanctity
of God).2 The nisbas (descriptive attributions) al-Qureshi and al-‘Adawi indicate his affilia-

1 Abl Muhammad Sharf al-Din ‘Abd al-Mu’'min b. Khalaf al-Dimyati, al-Thalith min Mu)jam al-Shuyikh
al-Dimyati, ed. Cevami® al-Kalim Program Islamic Network Site (al-Maktaba al-Shamila, 1431/2010), 6;
Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubala, ed.
Muhammad Ayman al-Shabrawi (Egypt: Dar al-Hadith, 1427/2006), 16/441; ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr
Jalal al-Din al-Khudayri al-Suyiti, Bughyat al-Wu‘at fi Tabaqatal-Lughawiyyin wa’l-Nuhat, ed. Muhammad
Abi al-Fadl Ibrahim (Lebanon: al-Maktaba al-‘Asriyya, 1431/2010), 1/519; Mustafa b. ‘Abd Allah al-
Qustantini al-‘Uthmani Hajji Khalifa, Katib Chelebi, Sullam al-Wusil ila Tabaqat al-Fuhil, ed. Muhammad
Abd al-Qadir al-Arn@’at (Istanbul: IRCICA, 1431/2010), 2/35; Abi al-Hasanat Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy
al-Lucknawi, al-Fawa’id al-Bahiyya fi Tardjim al-Hanafiyya, (Egypt: Matba‘at al-Sa‘ada, 1324/1906), 63.

2 Abu al-Falah ‘Abd al-Hayy b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. al-‘Imad, al-‘Akri al-Hanbali, Shadharat al-Dhahab fi
Akhbar man Dhahab, ed. Mahmiid al-Arn2’Gt (Damascus: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1406/1985), 7/431; Kamal al-Din
Abi al-Fadl ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. T3j al-Din Ahmad b. al-Fuwat, al-Shaybani al-Hanbali, Majma‘ al-Adab fi Mu‘-
Jjam al-Algab, ed. Muhammad al-Kazim (Iran: Wizarat al-Thaqafa wa’l-Irshad al-Islami, 1416/1995), 6/489.
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tion with the ‘Adi b. Ka’b branch of the Quraysh tribe, while al-‘Umari signifies his descent
from the lineage of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. The nisba al-Hanafi denotes his adherence to the
Hanafl school of jurisprudence, while al-Lughawi and al-Nahwi highlight his expertise in
Arabic language and grammar. Al-Lahori and al-Hindi refer to his birthplace, Lahore, the
capital of the Punjab province in present-day Pakistan.’ while al-Saghani points to his an-
cestral roots in Saghaniyan (Chaghaniyan).’ Al-Zabidi noted that Radi al-Din used this nisba
in his works, spelled both with (l¢b=) and without (=) an alif.> Al-Baghdadi indicates
his death in Baghdad, and al-MakKki signifies his burial in Mecca.®

1.1. The Migration of His Ancestors to India

The exact time and circumstances under which Radi al-Din al-Saghani’s ancestors left
Chaghaniyan (Saghaniyan) are not clearly stated in historical sources. However, al-Saghani’s
frequent references to Ghazna suggest that his family lived there for an extended period
before his birth. This was largely due to Ghazna’s emergence as a center of scholarship and
learning during the reign of Sultan Mahmiid of Ghazni (r. 998-1030). Indeed, al-Saghani
mentions that his father also received his education in Ghazna. After Sultan Mahmud’s
death, the Ghaznavid Empire weakened, and the Ghurid rulers took advantage of this by
launching attacks on Ghazna. It is reported that following one such invasion, al-Saghani’s
father left Ghazna and migrated to Lahore. The sources do not provide any details about
how long his father stayed in Lahore or when he might have returned to Ghazna. However,
it is plausible that he went back to Ghazna once stability was restored and people began
returning to their homelands. Al-Saghani himself grew up in Ghazna, where he received his

3 ‘Abd al-Mwmin b. ‘Abd al-Haqq b. Shama’il al-Qati‘i al-Baghddadi Safi al-Din, Mardsid al-Ittila‘ ‘ala Asma’
al-Amkinah wa’l-Biga“ (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1412/1991), 3/1212; ‘Umar Rida Kahhala. Mu§am al-Mwallifin (Bei-
rut: L-Maktabat al-Muthanna, 1431/2010), 3/279; Abii Muhammad ‘Abd Allah al-Tayyib b. ‘Abd Allah b.
Ahmad Ba Makhrama, al-Yamani al-‘Adani al-Shafi<, Qiladat al-Nahr fi Wafayat Ayan al-Dahr (Jeddah: Dar
al-Minhaj, 1428/2008), 5/220; Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dha-
habi, Tarikh al-Islam wa Wafayat al-Mashahir wa’l-Adlam, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam al-Tadmuri (Beirut: Dar
al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1413/1993), 47/444.

4 Shihab al-Din Abti ‘Abd Allah Yaqit b. ‘Abd Allah al-Rimi al-Hamawi, Mujam al-Buldan (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
1415/1995), 3/389; Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Bashshart, al-Muqaddasi, Ahsan al-Taqasim
fi Ma‘rifat al-Aqalim (Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Madbiili, 1411/1991), 283, Abi Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Karim b. Muham-
mad b. Mansir al-Tamimi, al-Sam‘ani, al-Ansab (Hyderabad: Majlis D@’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyya,
1382/1962), 8/310; Abii ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Hamadhani, Ibn al-Fagh, Kitab al-
Buldan ed. M. J. de Goeje (Leiden: Brill, 1302/1885), 209; Sir Hamilton Alexander Rosskeen Gibb The Arab
Conquests in Central Asia (London: Royal Asiatic Society, 1341/1923), 31.

5 Radi al-Din Aba al-Fadha'il Hasan b. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Haydar b. ‘Ali b. Isma‘il al-Qureshi al-
Saghani, al-‘Ubab al-Zakhir wa’l-Lubab al-Fakhir, ed. Pir Muhammad Hasan (Baghdad: al-Majma*® al-‘Ilm1
al-‘Iraqi, 1398/1978), 5; Abi al-Fayd Muhammad al-Murtada b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Bilgrami,
al-Zabidi, Taj al-‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamis, ed. Mustafa al-Hejazi (Kuwait: al-Majlis al-Watani l’l-Thaqafa
wa’l-Funiin wa’l-Adab, 1421/2001), 35/307; Majd al-Din Abi Tahir Muhammad b. Ya‘qib al-Shirazi, al-
al-Risala, 1426/2005), 1210.

6 Ibn al-Fuwati, Majma‘ al-Adab, 6/490; Majd al-Din AbG Tahir Muhammad b. Ya‘qub al-Shirazi, al-
Muhiyu al-Din AbG Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Nasr Allah b. salim b. Abi
al-Waf?, al-Qureshi, al-Jawahir al-Mudiyya fi Tabagat al-Hanafiyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hulw.
(Cairo: Dar Hajar 1i’l-Tiba‘a wa’l-Nashr, 1413/1993), 2/83; ‘Isam al-Din Abi al-Khayr Ahmad b. Muslih al-
Din Mustafa b. Khalil Tashkoprizade, Miftah al-Sa‘ada wa Misbah al-Siyada fi Mawdii‘at al-‘Ulim (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1405/1985), 1/110.
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education from his father and other scholars whose names are not recorded in the available
sources.’

1.2. Early Life and Education

Al-Saghani was born on Thursday, 10 Safar 577 (25 June 1181).® However, al-Zabidj, cit-
ing al-Dhahabi, reports his birth year as 555/1159.° Yet, in his work Tarikh al-Islam, al-Dha-
habi himself records it as 577/1181.° On the other hand, ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Lucknawi states
that he was born on the 15" of Safar 557 (1161 CE) during the reign of Khusrau Malik b.
Khusrau Shah, the last Sultan of the Ghaznavid dynasty."* Additionally, in the introduction
to al-Saghant’s al-‘Ubab, Pir Muhammad Hasan expresses doubts about some of the dates
al-Saghani provided in his works, noting uncertainty regarding whether his birth year was
indeed 577 AH."? While some suggest his birthplace was Badaiin,* the prevailing opinion is
that he was born in Lahore in 577/1181.*

Al-Saghani migrated from Lahore to Ghazna with his father at a young age and received
his entire early education from him, later developing a keen interest in Arabic Language
and linguistics. In al-‘Ubab, he mentions benefiting greatly from his father’s scholarly guid-
ance.” After his father’s death in 590/1194, he studied Hanafi jurisprudence and hadith
under prominent scholars in Ghazna, then a major center of Islamic civilization gaining
extensive knowledge. He then embarked on scholarly travels to various regions.* To engage
with leading scholars of his time, al-Saghani journeyed multiple times to different coun-
tries, including India, ‘Iraq, ‘Arabia, Yemen, and Somalia. During these travels, he resided
for extended periods in various cities, deepening his knowledge.

1.3. His First Journey to India

Al-Saghani made scholarly trips to various cities in India, such as Lahore, Delhi, Badatn,
Kol (present-day Aligarh), Nagore, and Jalore. After Ghazna, he went to Lahore, where

7  Abi al-Tayyib Muhammad Siddiq Bahadur Hasan Khan b. al-Hasan b. “Ali al-Kannawj, al-Bulgha fi Usil
al-Lugha, ed. Sahd Ahmad Hamdan al-Samarra’i (Iraq: Risalat Jami‘at Tikrit, 1432/2012), 189; al-Saghani,
al-Ubab, 12-13.

8  Abi al-Fida’ Zayn al-Din Qasim b. ‘Abd Allah b. Qutlibugha al-Stdani, Taj al-Targjim fi Tabaqat al-Hanafi-
yya, ed. Muhammad Khayr Ramadan Yasuf (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam, 1413/1992), 155; Aba Ghayth
Muhammad Khayr al-Din b. Mahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Al b. Faris al-Dimashgj, al-Zirikli, al- *Alam
(Lebanon: Dar al-‘Ilm li’l-Malayin, 1423/2002), 2/214; Lucknawi, al-Fawa’id al-Bahiyya, 63; al-Qureshi, al-
Jawahir al-Mudiyya, 2/82.

9 al-zabidi, Taj al-‘Aras, 35/307.

10 al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/444.

11 Abi al-Hasanat Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Lucknawi, Nuzhat al-Khawatir wa Bahjat al-Masami‘ wa al-
Nawazir, ed. Malik Magbil Ahmad (Lahore: Istiglal Press, 1385/1965), 1/206.

12 For details see: al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 12.

13 Nizam al-Din Awliy@, Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Bada’tini al-Bukhari al-Dihlawi, Faw@’id al-Fw’ad, ed.
Amir Hasan ‘Al@> Sanjari al-Dihlawi. trans. Hasan Nizami al-Dihlawi (Delhi: Hasan Nizami, 1428/2007),
3/314; Khalik Ahmad Nizami, Some Aspects of Religion and Politics in India During the Thirteenth Century
(Aligarh: Aligarh Muslim University, 1381/1962), 152.

14 al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 5.

15 Radi al-Din Abi al-Fadha’il Hasan b. Muhammad Ibn Hasan Ibn Haydar Ibn Ali Ibn Isma‘il al-Qureshi al-
Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, ed. Ahmad Khan (Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1390/1971), 4; al-Saghani,
al-Ubab, 5-6.

16 Taqi al-Din b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Tamimi, al-Tabagat al-Saniyya fi Targjim al-Hanafiyya, ed. Abd al-Fattah
Muhammad al-Hulw (Riyad: Dar al-Rifa‘1, 1403/1983), 3/104; al-Zirikli, al-Alam, 2/214.
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Sultan Qutb al-Din Aibak offered him the position of Justice (Qadi). However, al-Saghani did
not accept this offer.”” In Lahore and Delhi, he received his education in jurisprudence (figh)
from Muhammad b. Hasan b. As’ad al-Nazzam al-Marghinani and listened to hadiths from
Sadr al-Din Khalaf b. Muhammad Husnabadi.'®

Subsequently, in the year 599 AH (1203 CE), al-Saghani went to Kol and worked there as
an assistant to the mushrif (supervisor/administrator). However, he left his position short-
ly afterwards due to the negative attitudes of the mushrif. Upon learning of this situation,
the ruler of Kol, Husam al-Din Ogalik, summoned al-Saghani, offered him a monthly salary
of 100 taka,” and requested that he become a tutor for his son. After working in Kol for a
while, al-Saghani decided to go to Hejaz for the purpose of performing the Hajj pilgrimage.
Despite the insistence of the son of the ruler of Kol, he did not waver from his resolute de-
cision and continued his journey.?

1.3.1. Journey to the Hejaz, Yemen, and Africa (605-615/1209-1218)

After his travels in India, al-Saghani headed for Mecca to perform the obligation of Hajj
and reached these sacred lands in 605/1209. For many years, al-Saghani conducted in-depth
research across a wide geography encompassing the Hejaz, Yemen, and Somalia. Driven by
his interest in the science of hadith, he listened to approximately four hundred musnad
hadiths from numerous hadith scholars in intellectual centers such as Mecca, India, Ye-
men, and Baghdad. He established close relations with the Bedouins, the native people of
the Arabian Peninsula, and learned the intricacies of the Arabic language and its regional
dialects, thus acquiring significant expertise in vocabulary.? In 605/1209, while in Mecca
listening to Abi Dawlid’s al-Sunan, al-Saghani stated that he heard the hadith of Bir Bida’ah
(the well of Bida’ah). That same year, he wrote that he entered the garden where Bir Bida’ah
was located, measured the circumference of the well with his own turban, and then saw
that it was just as Abt Dawiid had described.?

Pursuing his curiosity for hadith science, al-Saghani went to Yemen that same year.
In the town of Zabid, he met with Justice (Qadi) Ibrahim b. Ahmad b. Abi Salim al-Fishali
al-Qureshi and gained deep knowledge in the science of hadith.” According to Hamawi, in
606/1210 in ‘Aden, al-Saghani also read al-Khattabi’s commentary on Abi Dawad’s al-Su-
nan, Ma‘alim al-Sunan, and was very impressed by it.?* During his stay in ‘Aden, he also met

17 Ahmed Khan stated that when al-Saghani arrived in India, he had not yet reached the age of maturity
and lacked sufficient experience for an important duty such as judgeship. See: al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al,
5. However, as Lucknawi indicated, al-Saghant’s date of birth is the year 557/1161. When this date is tak-
en into consideration, al-Saghant’s age and experience at the time he arrived in India present a different
perspective on Ahmed Khan’s assessment. See: Lucknawi, Nuzhatu'l-Khawatir, 206.

18 Taqi al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hasani al-Makki al-Fasi, al-Aqd al-Thamin fi Tarikh al-Balad al-Amin,
ed. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘At2. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1419/1998), 3/407; al-Dhahabi,
Tarikh al-Islam, 47/444; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 5.

19 A currency used in the Indian subcontinent.

20 Nizam al-Din, Faw@’id al-Fw’ad, 3/314-315; Nizami, Some Aspects, 152; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 5.

21 al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 6;

22 al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 6; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/444.

23 al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 7; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/444.

24 Abi ‘Abd Allah Shihab al-Din Yaqit Ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hamawi al-Baghdadi al-Rami, Mu’jam al-Udaba’:
Irshad al-Arib ila Ma‘rifat al-Adib , ed. Thsan ‘Abbas (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1414/1993), 3/1015;
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with Battal al-Rakbi and his son Sulayman and was a guest in their home. During this time,
mutual scholarly discussions on hadith science took place between al-Saghani and Battal.?
Subsequently, in 609/1213, he traveled from Yemen to Mogadishu, where he reported see-
ing an animal called the Dabbah al-Zabad and a fish called Banbiik, which resembles a dol-
phin.? In 613/1216, al-Saghani returned to Mecca, where he met with Yaqit al-Hamawi.”
While in Mecca, he listened to Sahih al-Bukhari from Abi Sa’d Thabit b. Mushrif, and he
listened to Sahih al-Bukhari and Musnad al-Shafi‘i from Aba al-Fiitth Nasr b. Abi al-Faraj b.
‘Alf al-Husri.?

1.3.2. The India-Baghdad Journey (615-624/1218-1227)

Having traveled for ten years in regions such as Mecca, Yemen, and Somalia, al-Saghani
went to Baghdad in 615 AH (1218 AD) to study the science of hadith.” That same year, he
visited the tomb of Marif al-Karkhi in Baghdad. He mentioned that he was in a difficult
situation and prayed for his needs to be met; his prayer was answered before he returned
home.*® In Baghdad, he learned from the hadith lessons of AbG Mansir Sa‘id b. Muhammad
b. ‘Umar b. Mansar al-Razzaz.*' He also took the opportunity to listen to and study the work
al-Musnad al-Kabir by al-Haytham b. Kulayb al-Shashi.2

Even though al-Saghani came to Baghdad for the first time in 1218, his reputation had
arrived before him. However, he was not yet widely known by the general public. One day,
while attending a hadith lesson, a scholar® recited a hadith about the call to prayer using
the phrase “Itha sakaba al-mu’adhdhin.” Al-Saghani quietly corrected him, saying the right
word was “sakata.” Upon hearing this, the scholar first insisted both words were correct.

Abi al-Saf2’ Salah al-Din Khalil b. Izz al-Din Aybak b. ‘Abd Allah al-Safadsi, al-Wafi bi’l-Wafayat, ed. Ahmad
al-Arna’Gt amd Turki Mustafa (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath, 1420/2000), 12/151.

25 Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Battal al-Rakbi, al-Nazm al-Mus-
ta’dhab fi Tafsir Gharib Alfaz al-Muhadhdhab, ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Hafiz Salim (Mecca: al-Maktaba al-Tijariyya,
1408/1988), 5-6; Muhammad b. Yasuf b. Ya‘qib AbG ‘Abd Allah Baha’ al-Din al-Jundi, al-Suliik fi Tabagat
al-Ulama wa’l-Muliik, (San‘@>: Maktabat al-Irshad, 1416/1995), 2/401-402; al-Saghant, Kitab al-Infi’al, 6.

26 Radial-Din Abii al-Fadha’il Hasan b. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Haydar b. Ali b. Isma‘il al-Qureshi al-Saghani
, at-Takmila wa’l-Dhayl wa’l-Sila li-Kitab Tdj al-Lugha wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Halim al-Tahawi,
Qamiis al-Mubhit, 934.

27 Hamawi, Mu’jam al-Udaba’, 3/1015.

28 Tagql al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hasani al-Makki, al-Fasi. Dhay!l al-Taqyid fi Ruwat al-Sunan wa’l-
Asanid, ed. Kamal Yasuf al-Hat (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1410/1990), 1/512; al-Saghani, al-Ubab,
8; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/444.

29 There is a consensus in al-Saghant’s own works and in other sources that the date of his first arrival in
Baghdad is given as the year 615 [AH]. However, some scholars, such as al-Zabidi, have recorded the date
of al-saghani’s arrival in Baghdad as the year 595 [AH]: al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 6; Abl al-Mahasin Jamal
al-Din Yasuf b. ‘Abd Allah al-Zahiri al-Hanafi, al-Taghribirdi, al-Nujam al-Zahira fi Muliak Misr wa’l-Qahira,
(Egypt: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1348/1929), 7/26; Abl al-Tayyib Muhammad Siddiq Bahadur Hasan
Khan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Kannawji, Abjad al-Uliim, (Lebanon: Dar Ibn Hazm, 1423/2002), 693; al-Zabidi,
Tagj al-‘Arts, 35/308.

30 al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 6.

31 Salah al-Din Muhammad b. Shakir b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Shakir b. Hartin b. Shakir, Fawat al-Wa-
fayat, ed. Thsan “Abbas. (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1393/1973), 1/359; al-Fasi, al-‘Aqd al-Thamin, 3/407; al-Dhahabf,
Tarikh al-Islam, 47/445.

32 al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 10.

33 Nizam al-Din recorded the name of the Muhaddith as Ibn Zuhri, but it is not clearly specified who this
Zuhri was. See: Nizam al-Din, Faw@’id al-Fw’ad, 3/316.
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But when they checked old manuscripts of the hadith, they found that “sakata” was used in
all of them. This incident made al-Saghani famous, and people began to seek him out to ask
about various issues, especially those debated among hadith scholars.* Al-Saghani earned
great respect among the people because of his knowledge, piety, and simple living. Due
to this high standing, he was appointed as a mu’adil (a credible court witness) by Justice
Shihab al-Din Mahmud b. Ahmad al-Zanjani.*> However, the historian Ibn al-Fuwati claimed
that al-Saghani never actually attended any Justice’s council.*® In contrast, al-Saghani him-
self stated clearly that he was present before the Justice, testified, and that two trustworthy
men, Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shinqiti and Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, confirmed his
account.”’

Al-Saghani‘s fame eventually reached the Caliph al-Nasir li-Din Allah (1180-1225). The
Caliph invited him to his court, treated him with great respect, and listened to him narrate
hadith. Later, in 617 AH (1220 AD), the Caliph sent al-Saghani as an envoy to the Delhi Sultan,
Shams al-Din Iltutmish (1211-1236).% After a short stay, al-Saghani became a major center
of learning for students of hadith and language in India. In 624 AH (1227 AD), he went on
the Hajj pilgrimage again. Afterwards, at the request of the new Caliph, al-Mustansir Billah
(1226-1242), he returned to Baghdad.” In the month of Rajab that same year, al-Mustansir
sent a convoy loaded with gifts and honorary robes (khil‘at) to Sultan Iltutmish, once again
putting al-Saghani in charge. Traveling by the Persian Gulf route, al-Saghani visited Basra
and stopped at the tomb of Suhar al-‘Abdi*! in the month of Sha’ban. When he arrived in
India, the people, government officials, and Sultan Iltutmish decorated the capital city of
Delhi and gave the delegation an enthusiastic welcome.” It is also reported that on this

34 Nizam al-Din, Faw@’id al-Fwad, 3/316-17; al-Saghani, al-‘Ubab, 9; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 9-10.

35 al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 10.

36 Kamal al-Din Abi al-Fadl ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Sa‘biini b. al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Jami‘a
wa Tajarib al-Nafi‘a fi al-Mi’a al-Sabi‘a, ed. Mahdi al-Najm (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1424/2002), 204.

37 al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 10.

38 al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/445; al-Zabidi, Taj al-Ards, 35/308; al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-Wu<at, 1/519; al-
Saghani, Kitab al-Inf’al, 11.

39 Radi al-Din Abi al-Fadha'il Hasan b. Muhammad Ibn Hasan Ibn Haydar Ibn Ali Ibn Isma‘il al-Qureshi al-
Saghani, al-Mawdii‘at, ed. Najm ‘Abd al-Rahman Khalaf (Cairo: Dar Nafa li’l-Tiba’a wa’l-Nashr, 1401/1980),
12; al-Suyati, Bughyat al-Wuat, 1/519; Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Jami‘a, 204; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 11.

40 Mehmet Gormez and Arafat Aydin state that this diplomatic journey undertaken by al-Saghani occurred
in the year 626/1227. However, al-Dhahabi and some other sources indicate that the journey took place
in 624/1227. See: Mehmet Grmez, “Sagani, Radiyyiiddin”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi (An-
kara: TDV Yayinlari, 2008), 35/487-89; Arafat Aydin, “Sahth-i Buhéri Niishalarina Dair Yeni Bulgular II:
es-Sagani Niishasi ve Tiirkiye Kiitiiphanelerindeki Yazmalar1”, Hadis Tetkikleri Dergisi (HTD) 19/1 (June
2016), 7/50; al-Dhahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubal@, 16/441; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/445; al-Saghani,
al-Mawdi‘at, 12; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 11.

41 Abu‘Abd al-Rahman Suharb. ‘Abbas Ayyash b. Sharahil al-‘Abdi (d. 60 AH) is one of the Companions who
met the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). However, his companionship with the Prophet did
not last long. For this reason, the number of hadiths he narrated is limited to two or three. See: Mehmet
Efendioglu, “Suhar Ibn Abbas”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islim Ansiklopedisi (Ankara: TDV Yayinlari, 2009),
37/475-76.

42  al-Juzjani reports that the embassy sent by Caliph al-Mustansir arrived in India on 22 Rabi al-Awwal
626/1229 to deliver a congratulatory message, gifts, and robes of honor (khilat) to Sultan Itutmish on
the occasion of his conquest of the city of Uch in 625/1228. However, the name of al-Saghani is not
mentioned among the members of this delegation. See: Abl ‘Amr Minh3j al-Din ‘Uthman b. Siraj al-Din
Muhammad al-Jizjani, Tabagat-i Nasiri, ed. ‘Abd al-Hayy Habibi al-Kandahari, trans. Ghulam Rastl Me-
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occasion, during a celebration in the month of Jumada al->’Awwal, Hasan al-Saghani met the
scholar Juzjani.® Al-Saghani stayed in India for a long time as the Caliph’s envoy. During
this period, he traveled to different cities, sharing his knowledge with the people.*

1.3.3. Second Journey to India (624-634/1227-1237)

According to accounts in Surir al-Sudir wa Nir al-Budir, al-Saghani entered the city of
Nagore, wearing a large turban and long-sleeved garments. Here, prominent scholars and
Sufis of the time, such as Qadi Hamid al-Din, Qadi Kamal al-Din, and the local notables, stud-
ied hadith under him. Al-Saghani taught his work Misbah al-Duja to the scholars of Nagor in
a single day and granted them certificates of authorization (ijazah).*

After Nagor, al-Saghani reached conflict-affected territories such as Jalore and Gujarat.
During this journey, he also demonstrated his scholarly expertise in the field of Sufism. His
profound knowledge and understanding of Sufism clearly showcased his mastery in this
area. His approach to Sufism was not limited to theoretical knowledge but was also shaped
by an individual’s spiritual state and practice. In this context, he developed a perspective
based on the combination of knowledge and action. In fact, in Nagor, a person requested to
study Sufism under al-Saghani . However, as al-Saghani was occupied with teaching hadith,
he apologized to this individual but promised to teach Sufism during their travels, provided
it was on equal terms. Al-Saghani explained to the person seeking Sufi knowledge that Su-
fism cannot be taught merely through words; rather, it must be acquired through worship
and the practice of ethical living. Accordingly, al-Saghani emphasized that Sufism must be
embraced as a way of life, requiring individuals to deepen their spiritual commitment on
this path.”

1.3.4. Second Journey to Hejaz and Yemen (634-637/1237-1240)

In 634/1237, al-Saghani performed the Hajj pilgrimage and remained in Mecca for a
year, where he completed his work titled at-Takmila wa’l-Dhayl wa’l-Sila. At the end of the
book, he noted that, with the help of God Almighty, he finished writing this work on the
morning of a Friday, at a time when the doors of the Ka’ba were opened, on the tenth of
Safar in the year 635/1238." After the Hajj pilgrimage, al-Saghani returned to India. A year
later, in 636/1239, he reached Yemen and settled in the village of Qadra. That same year,
he traveled to Taiz, where he met with Sheikh Mansir b. Hasan al-Farisi, a scholar deeply
knowledgeable in Arabic language and literature, and the jurist Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Sardadi.
These scholars acquired important literary works from al-Saghani, such as al-Harir’s Ma-
gamat. In 637/1240, continuing his scholarly journey, al-Saghani arrived in ‘Aden, where
he held knowledge gatherings at the Sheikh Yasir b. Bilal Mosque. His work at-Takmila, a
supplement to al-Jawhari’s as-Sihah, garnered significant interest among scholars in ‘Aden

her (Lahore: Zafar Sons Publishing, 1395/1975), 1/795.

43  al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 11; al-Jazjani, Tabaqat-i Nasiri, 79.

44  al-Dhahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubal@, 16/441; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 12.

45 No precise historical date has been established for his travels to the regions of Nagor, Jalore, and Gujarat.

46 MuhyI al-Din ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Sa‘idi, Surdr al-Sudiir wa Nar al-Budr, trans. ir Muhammad ‘Ali Hashimi
(Delhi: Jamnur Publishing, 1425/2004), 399; Nizami, Some Aspects, 153.

47 al-Sa‘idi, Suriir al-Suddr, 401; Nizami, Some Aspects, 153.

48  al-Saghani, at-Takmila, 6/550; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi‘al, 12.
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and its surroundings and was widely copied. Particularly, Sheikh Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-
Farisi benefited from al-Saghani’s exceptional expertise in Arabic language and literature
and obtained a copy of this work.*

Additionally, al-Saghani wrote a letter to his old friend Sulayman b. Battal, inviting
him to meet. Upon learning of al-Saghani’s arrival in ‘Aden, Sulayman b. Battal accepted
the invitation and set out immediately to visit him. News of Sulayman’s visit to al-Saghani
spread quickly, and people flocked to see al-Saghani and learn about his newly written
work. During the day, men gathered at the mosque, and at night, women came to listen at-
tentively to al-Saghant’s teachings, following every word he spoke with great dedication.®

1.3.5. The Final Stop on His Scholarly Journey: Baghdad

In 637/1240, al-Saghani arrived in Baghdad from Yemen and initially settled in the Bab
al Ajaz*! neighborhood. However, due to the risk of looting that emerged in the Bab al Ajaz
neighborhood in 640/1240, he moved to the Harim Tahirl neighborhood, where he spent
the remainder of his life.*? At that time, al-Saghani was around 60 years old. He began teach-
ing and writing works here and was elevated to the position of Sheikh at the Marzibani
Ribat. However, in 643/1246, upon reviewing the endowment conditions, he learned that
the sheikhs were required to belong to the Shafi’i school of thought. Since he himself was a
follower of the Hanafi school, he resigned from his position.* After leaving the Marztbani
Ribat, al-Saghani was appointed to the Tutushiye Madrasa,* where he spent the rest of
his life teaching and engaging in scholarly work.” Additionally, the Vizier Muayyid al-Din
Muhammad b. ‘Algami invited him to his home, and he and his son 1zz al-Din benefited
from al-Saghani‘s scholarly expertise in the fields of language and literature. Al-Saghani
also donated valuable works such as Majma’ al-Bahrayn, al-‘Ubab al-Zahir, and at-Takmila li’s-
Sihah to the vizier’s extensive library.*®

In the final period of al-Saghani's life, Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd al-Mwmin b. Khalaf al-Dimyati
studied under him for a long time in Baghdad. al-Dimyat1 studied nearly all of al-Saghani's
works, particularly in hadith and literature, and even personally transcribed all of his teach-
er’s literary treatises by hand.”” The great linguist and hadith scholar al-Saghani passed
away on the 19th of Sha’ban in the year 650 AH. An interesting incident related to his death

49  al-Jundi, al-Sulik, 2/402; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi’al, 9-13.

50 al-Rakbi, al-Nazm al-Musta’dhab, 5-6; al-Jundj, al-Suliik, 2/402.

51 Bab al Ajaz was a significant neighborhood in Baghdad during the Abbasid period, known for housing
four thousand mills and serving as a residence for many scholars, ascetics, and pious individuals. This
neighborhood held considerable importance in the cultural and religious life of the era. See: al-Sam‘ani,
al-Ansab, 1/197.

52 Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Jami‘a, 204; al-Saghani, at-Takmila, 5/612; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 14.

53  Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Jami‘a, 204; al-Saghani, at-Takmila, 1/137; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 13.

54 The Tutushiye Madrasa was one of the renowned Hanafi madrasas, built by Amir Najm al-Din Khumar
Tigin Tutushi, who was a slave of SultanTutush b. Alp Arslan. The madrasa was located in the Mashr’a
Darb al-Dinar area on the Tigris River, opposite the present-day Asafi Mosque. See: Muhammad Hifz al-
Rahman b. Muhibb al-Rahman al-Kumilla*i, al-Budiir al-Mudi’ya fi Tardjim al-Hanafiyya (Cairo: Dar al-Salih,
1439/2018), 11/305; Ibn al-Fuwati, Majma‘ al-Adab, 1/561.

55 Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Jami‘a, 204; al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 16.

56 al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 14; Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawdadith al-Jami‘a, 204.

57 al-Dimyati, MuSam al-Shuyiikh, 6; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/445; al-Suyiiti, Bughyat al-Wu<at, 1/519.
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was narrated by scholars such as al-Suyiiti, al-Dhahabi, and Ibn Shakir through al-Dimyati:

“Al-Saghani had a horoscope®® that predicted he would die on a specific date. He patient-
ly awaited that day, and when it arrived, although he was in good health and standing, he
welcomed the event with joy. That day, he hosted a meal for his students and friends, and
they spent time together. However, shortly after they parted ways, a messenger brought
news of his sudden passing. When someone who had just bid him farewell exclaimed, ‘1
just Sa‘id goodbye to him,’ the messenger confirmed, ‘Yes, the news of his passing ar-
rived at that very moment.” May Allah have mercy on al-Saghani.”

Al-Saghani frequently and eloquently expressed his unique longing for Mecca and the
Ka’ba in his works. He concretized this passion, particularly in his book Manasik al-Hajj,
where he expressed his deep love for the House of Allah through poetry.® Thus, by the
year 637/1240, al-Saghani had performed the Hajj pilgrimage twelve times. However, after
returning to Baghdad, although he felt a deep desire to visit the Ka’ba again, circumstances
deprived him of the opportunity to return to the House of Allah. He expressed the sadness
of being unable to visit the Sacred Sanctuary with the following words: “He is one pre-
vented from returning to the most exalted place; tears flow continuously from his eyes.”!
Al-Saghani was buried in his home in the Harim Tahirl neighborhood, and later his remains
were transferred to Mecca. He bequeathed 50 gold Dinars for his transfer to Mecca, and this
wish was fulfilled by his children with the help of his students.¢?

2. Guides on His Scholarly Path

Throughout his life, al-Saghani studied under numerous esteemed scholars and ac-
quired profound knowledge in various fields of learning. He cultivated himself particularly
in hadith, jurisprudence (figh), linguistics (lugha), and other disciplines, benefiting from
great teachers in each area. His scholarly journey began in India and extended to regions
such as Iraq, Arabia, Yemen, and Somalia, later continuing to cities that were centers of
knowledge, including Lahore, Ghazna, Delhi, Mecca, ‘Aden, and Baghdad. When examining
the lessons al-Saghani took and his teachers, we first note his father, Muhammad b. Hasan.
His father was his first teacher, guiding al-Saghani‘s education in language and literature
and holding a significant place in his life. This educational process, which began with his
father, laid the foundation for his future scholarly journey and contributed to the develop-
ment of his talents in grammar and literature.®® He further deepened his expertise in liter-
ature and linguistics through mutual exchange with ‘Abd Allah Muhammad Battal al-Rakbi

58 Having resided in India for many years, al-Saghani was influenced by certain local Indian traditions, par-
ticularly beliefs rooted in astrology. According to accounts, an astrologer predicted that his death would
occur on a specific date. When the said day arrived, al-Saghani continued his life without any health issues
and even hosted a gratitude meal with his friends to mark the occasion. However, after the meal, as his
friends were returning home, news of al-Saghani’s death spread. See: al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 16.

59 Ibn Shakir, Fawat al-Wafayat, 1/360; al-Suyditi, Bughyat al-Wu‘at, 1/519; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 47/445;
Tashkoprizade, Miftah al-Sa‘ada, 1/110.

60 Ibn Shakir, Fawat al-Wafayat, 1/359.

61 Tashkoprizade, Miftah al-Sa‘ada, 1/110; al-Saghant, al-Ubab, 16.

62 al-Qureshi, al-Jawahir al-Mudiyya, 2/83; bn Shakir, Fawat al-Wafayat, 1/360; Ibn al-Fuwati, Hawadith al-Ja-
mi‘a, 204.

63 al-Saghani, al-Ubab, 5-6; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 4.
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al-Yamani in ‘Aden.**

In the field of hadith, al-Saghani studied under Abl Manstr Sa‘ld b. Muhammad al-
Razzaz in Baghdad, gaining substantial knowledge in this discipline. While in Mecca, he
listened hadith from Ab Sa’d Sabit b. Mushraf and Aba al-FiitGh Nasr b. Abi al-Faraj b. ‘Ali
al-Husri.” Moreover, in Yemen, he met with Justice Ibrahim b. Ahmad b. Abi Salim al-Fishali,
al-Kurayzi to acquire in-depth knowledge of hadith studies.® For jurisprudence (figh), he
took lessons from one of the leading scholars of his time, Ab@i Hafs ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr
b. ‘Abd al-Jalil al-Marghinani.”” He also attended the classes of Muhammad b. Hasan b. As’ad
al-Nazzam al-Marghinani. Furthermore, Justice Sa’d al-Din b. Khalaf b. Muhammad al-Kurdi
was another one of his figh teachers.*

2.1. Notable Disciples

It is observed that many scholars benefited from al-Saghani from India to Baghdad.
Among the prominent names are: Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd al-Mu’min b. Khalaf al-Dimyati, who
studied hadith and literature from al-Saghani during his later period in Baghdad. Addition-
ally, he personally transcribed al-Saghant's literary letters.”” Another important figure is
Afif al-Din Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ja‘far al-Tikriti.”° Furthermore, Nizam
al-Din Mahmid b. ‘Umar al-Harawi, Muhiyu al-Din Aba al-Baka Salih b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ja‘far
b. ‘Ali b. Salih al-Asadi al-Kafi Ibn al-Sabbagh, and Sheikh Burhan al-Din Mahmud b. Abi
Khayr As‘ad al-Balkhi benefited from al-Saghani‘s knowledge.” ‘Izz al-Din al-‘Alqami, the
son of Caliph al-Musta’sim Billah’s vizier Mu’ayyad al-Din Ibn al-‘Alqami, also learned from
al-Saghani. Alongside them, Sulayman b. Battal al-Rakbi is recorded as one of the notable
figures who drew upon al-Saghani‘s scholarly expertise.”? Among those who studied under
him in Baghdad is Abt Bakr Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Yasuf b. Miisa b. al-Mdasili.”* Addi-
tionally, in Yemen, Sheikh Mansiir b. Hasan al-Farisi, the jurist Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Surdadyi, and
Sheikh Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Farisi gained knowledge from al-Saghani.”

2.2. His Contributions to Arabic Linguistics and Hadith Science

Al-Saghani is considered one of the preeminent lexicographers of the 13th century, for
his comprehensive Arabic dictionaries and specialized linguistic studies. His major works,

64  al-Rakbi, al-Nazm al-Musta’dhab, 5-6; al-Jundi, al-Suliik, 2/401-402; al-Saghani, Kitab al-Infi'al, 6.
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particularly his Arabic lexicons, became essential reference materials widely used across
the Islamic world. He counted among the rare linguists who authored specialized lexical
works encompassing both animal and botanical subjects.” He produced specialized studies
such as F1 Asma’ al-Dhi’b, which documented 152 names and epithets for wolves.”®

His most important lexicon is al-‘Ubab al-Zahir wa’l-Lubab al-Fakhir, a twenty-volume
masterpiece written in the later years of his life. al-Suyiiti described this work as one of
the greatest books in the field of language after as-Sihah. It was written for Ibn al-‘Algami,
the vizier of the Abbasid Caliph al-Musta‘sim Billah Al-Saghant’s death resulted in this sig-
nificant work on the Arabic language being left unfinished; only the section up to the Bab
al-Mim was completed.” At-Takmilah wa'l-Dhayl wa’s-Silah is another important work of al-
Saghani in the field of lexicographical, written to complete the missing parts of the dictio-
nary as-Sihah. Al-Saghani stated that this work includes words not found in al-Jawhari’s as-
Sihah, as well as his own additions. The work was written in six volumes, with each volume
containing approximately 220 folios. Al-Saghani completed this work in Mecca in the year
635/1237-1238.7 Furthermore, Majma® al-Bahrayn fi'l-Lughah is a monumental twelve-vol-
ume work. In this study, al-Jawhari’s as-Sihah and his own work, at-Takmilah wa’l-Dhayl
wa’s-Silah, were combined. In addition, he focused extensively on grammar and vocabulary
through numerous other works he penned, such as ash-Shawarid fi'l-Lughat, Tawshih ad-Du-
raydiyyah, at-Tarakib, al-Fi‘al, al-Fa‘lan, al-Infi‘al, al-Yaftil, al-Azdad, al-‘Arad, Asma’ al-‘Adah.”

Although al-Saghani is recognized as an expert in the field of Arabic linguistics, he also
rendered significant services in the field of hadith science. His famous work in hadith sci-
ence is Mashdriq al-Anwar, on which numerous commentaries have been written. In this
book, he selected hadiths from Sahih al-Bukhdri and Sahih Muslim with a unique style. Addi-
tionally, al-Saghani wrote his book al-Mawdu‘at to reject fabricated and spurious narrations.
In the Indian subcontinent, this book of his is considered one of the foremost works on
preventing the circulation of fabricated hadiths.*® Besides this, another world-renowned
work of al-Saghan is his manuscript known as the Manusript of Baghdad. This manuscript
has become highly popular and well-known among hadith scholars. Indeed, Hafiz Ibn Hajar,
after the narration of Abl Dharr al-Harawi, benefited the most from this copy and cited
from it in his own books. In his famous work Fath al-Bari, Ibn Hajar specifically explained
the superiority of this copy, praised it, and emphasized its importance by outlining its role
in his own commentary.*!
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Alongside these outstanding contributions to hadith science, works such as Misbah
ad-Duja, ash-Shams al-Munirah, Sharh al-Bukhari (a one-volume commentary), Durr as-Sahd-
bah fi Wafayat as-Sahabah, Kitab ad-Du‘afd@’, and al-Far@’id reflect his contributions to hadith
studies.®? He also wrote works on grammar and poetry. Sharh Abiyat al-Mufassal and Kitab
at-Tasrif reveal his literary aspect and deep interest in grammatical issues.®* These works of
al-Saghani are a reflection of his comprehensive scholarly knowledge and have enabled him
to leave a profound impact on the Islamic world.

2.3. The Esteem of the Scholars

The extensive commendations from classical scholars regarding Al-Saghani consis-
tently highlight the remarkable breadth of his intellectual contributions, particularly his
foundational work in Arabic philology and Hadith sciences. These accolades serve as un-
equivocal testimony to his profound erudition and his unique capacity for interdisciplinary
scholarship. Among these testimonies, the historian Al-Jundi authoritatively documents
the following assessment in his biographical work Al-Saluk:

“He was a great imam and possessed deep knowledge in various sciences such as gram-
mar, linguistics, hadith, and jurisprudence according to the school of Aba Hanifa.”®

Al-Dhahabi expressed al-Saghani‘s mastery of the Arabic language with the words,

“He was the pinnacle that could be reached in the knowledge of the Arabic lan-
guage.”al-Dimyati described his character and knowledge by stating, “He was a truthful,
righteous shaykh, free from superfluous speech. He was an imam in the fields of lan-
guage, jurisprudence, and hadith.”®

Al-Saghani‘s superior literary and scholarly quality is also echoed in the words of
Chelebi (Katib Celebi): “He was the one who carried the banner of language in his time.”
hadith, and jurisprudence, and he was from the Hanafi school.”® Ibn al-Fuwati also de-
scribed al-Saghani thus:

“He was the shaykh of his time and one of the leading figures of his era in the field of
language and literature. He was also well-versed in the sciences of hadith, exegesis, and
jurisprudence according to the Hanafl school. He was an ascetic, a traveler, and a man of
few words.”

‘Abd al-Qadir defined him with the words: “He was a magnificent scholar, a man of vir-
tue, and a complete muhaddith.”®® These statements clearly show that al-Saghani possessed
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deep knowledge not only in Arabic language and literature but also in other branches of
Islamic sciences, and they illustrate the mark he left on the world of scholarship through-
out the ages.

Conclusion

Imam Radi al-Din al-Saghani is an exceptional scholar produced by the Indian subcon-
tinent, regarded as one of the intellectual treasures of Islamic civilization. Nurtured in the
scholarly and cultural climate of the 13% century, al-Saghani, through his profound stud-
ies in the fields of Arabic language and linguistics and the science of hadith, shaped the
scholarly horizon not only of his own era but also of the subsequent centuries. His works
have been praised by various authorities in Arabic lexicography and hadith, cementing his
reliability in these fields.

Al-Saghan'’s significance is amplified by his extensive intellectual journey, which cov-
ered a vast geography from the Indian subcontinent to the Hejaz, Yemen, Baghdad, and
Africa. These travels established him as a highly respected scholar among his peers and the
populace, a standing further elevated by his close ties to both the Abbasid Caliph and the
Delhi Sultan. Crucially, al-Saghani functioned as an intellectual bridge, effectively trans-
mitting the hadith tradition from Transoxiana to Indian scholars. He was also a pioneer in
hadith criticism, notably focusing on fabricated hadith (al-mawda‘at) to curb their spread
in the subcontinent, solidifying his legacy as a vital figure who successfully bridged intel-
lectual traditions across a vast geographical and political sphere.

While this study has shed light on al-Saghant’s pivotal role, a complete understanding
of his intellectual journey requires further investigation. The routes he followed need to be
mapped in greater detail, and his travel motivations in different periods need to be identi-
fied. Details regarding his travels to Yemen, in particular, and his linguistic studies in this
region are of great importance for understanding his working method. Yet, significant re-
search areas lie ahead for al-Saghani‘s intellectual legacy to be fully comprehended: Analy-
sis of correspondence: A systematic examination of his correspondence with other scholars
of his time will reveal his scholarly network and intellectual interactions. Dissemination
of works: A comparative analysis of the influence of his works across the vast geography
from India to Africa should be conducted. Role as a cultural bridge: His mediating function
in Indo-Middle Eastern scholarly interaction should be re-evaluated in light of the sources
from that period.

With the increase of such comprehensive studies, al-Saghani‘s role in shaping 13%-cen-
tury Islamic thought will be understood more clearly, and our perspective on the intellectu-
al accumulation of Islamic civilization will expand. We hope this study will make a modest
contribution to a better understanding of this important personality of Islamic civilization.
We hope this study makes a modest contribution to a better understanding of this import-
ant personality.
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