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OZET

Bu cahgmada, ik dnce ARnin fariki  ginden gegirilip, Tarkipehin
bu Bank organizasyonla olan iligiis’ sumilman amaglanmighr, Daka sonra
bu galymada meder biz kalem ABwin kapismrds bekleriemn, yveml olugam Dofu
Avmpa Wilkelerinin bu kamdan ieriye gimakte olduklora sorgulanmugar, AD
dlkeleri bigim dyelfimiz igim sirekll problemberimiz oldufumu ve bumn pliz-
drsak bize worapacafmn lbde efmekiedirler, Burada Tirkiye®in AR fle olam
ligkisi  we foverlarmm  zoman  foman  paml  defigFl ortaya  komuimaya
Colglmigier, Buwrada, ABmin kemdi torgfindan  batudifmda bipde melerin
vanhy oldufumun beliriilmesi e, medem bizim bumu ayrima bir faver olarak
ele. aldifimiz incelenmeye caliglmugir.

ABSTRACT

in this paper, first, we aimed fo review the hisiory of EU iiself and
Turkish relationship with this Western orgamization. Them ihiz paper presenmiz
that why we are stili waiting of thefront door while some other rew Easiern
Europe Democracies are enbering ffom thar door. EU couniries bring issies
igront ofTurkey amd by doimg ohis, they are hiding the line "This igbryour
oodness”, Here, you can find ofactions and relalions fime. fo time bebween
Turkey ard EU, We iy fo look what EU find “wrong’ in Turkeyfrom EU cour-
wries” side and why Turkey think this & a diserimination,
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1. EUCREATION

After the devaslating WW II, Buropcan countries needed for a long-
term peace in Burope for renovations, The creation of BC was a direct result
of 1these peace efforts, The roots of EUJ and Buro can be found when Buropcan
Comnmnity was established in the late 1960s, European Coal and Stesl
Community, the Buropean Beonomic Market (Commoeon Market), and the
EBuropean Atomic Energy Community were the original foundations of EC in
1967, The BC countries created Buropean Monetary System (EMS) in 1979,
The main purpose of this system was minimizing trade interference dus to
exchange mte fluctuations, and supporting monetary stability in Europe,
However this effort collapsed in 1992,

The main objeetive European Union was to create economic union
where trade and other transactions takes place freely among tnember nations,
The Western Buropean countries were dealing with their balance of payment
problems after the end of WW II. For this purpose they were using a complex
web of trade barriers, Starting with the GATT, these countries started lo elim-
inate these barriers toward more integrated econormies after 19508, As a result
of these movements toward freer trade and liberalization the EC was creatad
by the Treaty of Rome in 1957, Belgium, France, Ialy, Limembourg, the
Metherlands, and West Gennany were the original membems of EC. Fist, EU
miember countries established a free trade zone in 1968, Then, EUJ became a
full-fledged custom union in 1970, in 1985, Buropean countries announced
a detailed plan for rcaching the common market status of economic integra-
tion, The Masstricht Summit of 1991 was one of the important steeps of EUJ
construetion, BN members decide to pursue economic and monetary union
(EMLT}) and European political union (EPU}) in this sommit, The treaty nead
to be rmatified by each member before took effect, which happened in 1993,
EUl members decided to eliminate ali nontariff trade barries among them-
selves by 1992,

1.1. Recent Develspments in EU

The signing of Masstricht Treaty in 1993 made the idea of unified
Eurcpe more rcalistic, This treaty decided on the stages of transition to an
cven more integrated monetary union among the member countries, The idea
of "Buro” was introduced by this treaty. in addition to this, they decided to
establish & Buropcan Central Bank (BCB). in order to join this single curren-
cy each member state had to meet the certain levels for inllation rates, the zize
of budget deficits and the total government indebtedncss, The Maastricht
Treaty decided to three stages of transition from the BC lo EMU, The fist
stage was the establishment of EMUT and the participation of ali 12 members
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in the Buropean exchange rate program, The establishment of Eumpcan
Monetary Instibote {EMI) on Januaryl 1994 started the second stage, The
final stage was the introduvetion of "Euro®,

ELl members expacted from the beginning that Buro would be strong
altermative for UUS dollar in ihe international arema, However in early
Dwcamber of 1999, Euro came below the TS5 100 peychological level, This
happened becauss of stronger American Economy relative to European coun-
tries, After this dealine of Buro European countries expected 11 % apprecia-
tion of Eure against U5 dollar in 2000, However, the decline of Buro stili
contimcs until nowadays, and Euro is roughly equal to 0,85 1SS,

1.2, Comcepis

The term of economic integration was started to be used more fre-
quently by cconomists after 19508, After these years, countries decided to
remove barriers on international trade, payments and produetion factor
mobility to inerease thedir prosperity, Free trade arca, custom unions and com-
mon market are some of the types of regional arrangements to inerease the
vvelfare of member countries, Mow let's look at custom unions, This time
member countries remove ali type of barriers among themselves, This iz the
mame situation we saw in case of free trade areas, Hovvever, an additional
thing can be seen here, Member countries apply identical trade restrictions to
non-member countries, Common market is a \yider concept according to first
two ones, "Common market allows the free movement of goods and sarvices
among member countries, the initiation of common extemal trade restrictions
against non-members, and ihe free movement of factors of produetion aerces
national borders within the economic bloc,™

Bconomic union is the most developed type of trading arrangements,
in order to achieve the commoen good ofali member countries national, fiscal
and social policies are coordinated and administrated by an institution, in case
of economic union we can sec a supranational sutherity which can not take
place in other types of trading arrangements, Hers, member countries agrea
to transfer economic soveraignly to a supmanational authority, The final stage
of economic unicns is the monetary union, in the final part, national mone-
tary policies vwwould be unified and member countries would accept a common
single curreney,

1.3. The European Umion's Enlargement Process and Turkey

Elrs current enlargement process carries importance for Turkey
because of two main rcasons, Fimstly, Turkey has played an astive role in the
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demige of the Bowiet bloc, That's why, il was only natural for Turkey to aspire
for inclision in the new European architecture which il helpcd to build,
Second, both parties Turkey and the ELT aims at Turkey's full membcrship in
the B, a8 underlined &nece again with the Customs Union whose dynamics
aim at bringing about further integration between the two parties,

However, according to he Commission's report on 16 July 1997,
Turkey had becn exchided from the cnlarpement process, This report released
that the Customs Union was funetioning satisfactorily and that it had demon-
strated Turkey's ability to adapt to the EUJ norms in many areas, On the neg-
ative side, it repeated the same political and economic arguments against
Turkey and made no reference to Turkey's full membership objeclive. The
Commizsion also declared, the "Commmunication” to enhance relations with
Turkey, where it rcconfirmed Turkey's eligibility and brought a mumber of
recommendations, These rccommendalions vwere ranging from liberalization
of trade in Services to consumer proteclion, that aim at taking Turkey-ELT
relations beyond the Customs Union, to a mumber of political isucs as pre-
conditions for moving Torkey-BU relations forvard,

Cypmsz, the Crach Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia
arc the strongest countries in their negotiations to get in EU, Their imvolve-
menl to EU could be in 2005 or in 2006 but not earlier, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta and Slovakia started to detailed talks with ELT, Bulgaria, Romania and
plus Turkey are the last countries on wvaiting Ust of EU, In addition to thesa
countres one of two more countrias may apply to join to EU in the fiture,
such as Croatia,

There i a clear contradietion on the fact that the EU confirmed
Turkey's eligibility for membership but exchided it from the enlargement
process, The B has kept saying that Turkey has some good legal mlcs on
different areas but it could not apply these mles, For example, On Turkish
constitution, everybody is egual before law, Howevcr, Europe is saying this
is not true especially for Kurdish pecple living in Turkey, Turkey can do a
parallel argument against EU, The EU claims that ali candidates would be
judged according to the same objestive criteria and that there would be no
prejudice in their evaloation, Howewver, Turkey found the Commission's
approach unjust and diseriminatory, As a result, even though the Commission
argued that the same criteria were applied to Turkey and the other candidates,
they produced logically diverging conelusions,
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2, RELATIONS BETVWEEN TURKEY AND VVESTERN
EUROFE

The story of westcmization started in Turkey in the 19 century,
Following the First Wikl War and the proclamalicn of the Republic in 1923,
Turkey chose Wesicm Europe as the model for its new secular strueture,

After the proclamation of the Republic, in the fist years Turkey was
elose to Boviet Union, Starting with the work of real demoeracy movement in
Turkey, il started to alipn itsalf with the West, Turkey has become a founding
member of the United Mations, a member of NATO, the Council of Europe,
the OBECD and an associate member of the Western Buropesn Union, Turkey
shoved during the Cold War and Korean War was pant of the Weastern
alliance, defending freedom, demoeracy and human rights, in defending of
Europe, Turkey has an important role, becausa of its location in the globe and
its string and huge amuy, in this mspect, Turkey has played and comtinues to
play a vital role in the defense of the Buropean continent,

1.1. The Ankara Agree ment

in luly 1959, shortly after the creation of the European Economic
Community in 1958, Turkey made its fimt application to join, Om 12
September 1963, Turkey and European Economic Community have signed
the "Ankara Agreament” which entered into force on 1 December 1964, This
agreement aimed at securing Turkey's fall membemship in the EEC through
the establishment in three phases of a customs union, which would serve as
an instrument to bring abont integration betvvecn the EEC and Turkey,

The most important aim of the Ankara Agreement was the progres-
sive establishment of a Customs Union, which would bring the parties eloser
together in economic and trade matters, EBC decided to make some financial
aid to Turkey during the process, "Under the First Financial Protocol which
covered the pericd 1963-1970, the EBC provided Turkey with loans worth
175 million BCU, The trade concessions which the EEC granted to Turkey
under the form of tarff quotas proved, however, not to be as effective as
expected, Yet, the BECs share in Turkish imports rose from 29% in 1963 to
429 in 197273

The Customs Union being established according to the Ankara
Agreement does not mean only the removal of tarff and quantitative bardems
to trade betwecn the parties but also the application of a Common External
Tariff to imports from third counlries, The Ankara Agreement stili constitutes

¥ hittp werw .mia.gov. tr.
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the legal basis of the Asscciation between Turkey and the ELI,
1.1, The Additional Protocol

The details of how the Customs Union would be established was
dotermined by the Additional Protocol of 13 Movember 1970, According to
thiz additional protocol, the BEC wou'd abolish tariff and quantitalive barri-
ers to its imports fromm Turkey with some exceptions including fabrics,
Whereas Turkey would do the same in accordance with a timetable conlain-
ing two calendars set for 12 and 22 years, in addition to thesc, according to
the Additional Protocol, the free circulation of natural persons between the
parties would be sat in the next 12 to 22 years,

Thiz Protocol brought some advantages for Turkey's agricullural
exports to the BEC, Although EBEC madc some preferential trade agreements
with certain Mediterranean counirics, and there are other agricultural produc-
ers such as Greece, Porlugal and Spain later becoming member states, Turkey
preserves even loday its position as one of the EEC's most privileged trading
partners,

2.3. Turkey's Application for Full Membership in 1987

Om 24 January 1980, jusl before the military coupe Turkey shiftcd its
economic policy from an import-substitution model to export-oricnied model,
it opened its economy lo the operation of market forces, The relations
betvvecn Turkey and the Community had come to a virtual freeze following
the military coupe of 12 September 1980, These relations started to tam to
normal after the multiparty elestions of 1983 in Turkey. in the light of these
positive developments, Turkey applied for full membership to EEC in 1987,
Turkey made this request for accession on the basis of the Treaty of Romc,
The Council forv/arded Turkey's application to the Commission for the
preparation of an Opinion. Commiasion confirmed that Turkey is eligible for
the application. it basically undcrlined Turkey's eligibility for membership,
"it also mentioned that Turkey's accession was prevented equally by the EC's
own gituation on the eve of the Single Market's completion which preventad
the consideration of further enlargement, it went on to underpin the need for
a comprahensive coopcration program aiming at facilitaling the integration of
the two sides and added that the Customs Union should be completed in 1995
a3 emvisagad.™

Although this application could not fulfill its ulihmate objeetive, it
made some positive effects on the relations betvwesn Turkey and the EU.

* Bltpe s mifa, v AT
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The Association’s political and teehnieal mechanisms started meeting again
and measures to complete the Customs Union in time were resumed, During
these developments, the Commission's promised cooperation package, was
urveiled in 1990, but could not be adopted by the Council dite to Greece's

objeetion,

1. CUSTOMS UNIOM BETWEEN TURKEY AND THE
EURODPEAN UNIOM

3.1 Background

Turkey applied for association with the EC in 1959, one year after
the enforcemenl of the Treaty of Rome, The Ankara Apgeement of 1963 and
the Additional Protocol of 1970 were t\wo imporam documents, Thesc two
documents idemtified modalities and calendars ensuring the future customs
umion, They also clearly stated the uliimate aim of full membership, Turkey
had decided to enler custom union without becoming a fiull member of ELT,
Om 1 Jamuary 1996, Turkey became the fimt couniry in joining the custom
umion as 8 non-member country of EL, it initially covers ali industrial prod-
ucts and processed agricultural produets, which comesponded to 93 % in
value of the trade betvwesn BLT and Turkey in 1995, Turkey and EU decided
to inelode traditional agricultural produsts in the Customs Union following
Turkey's adaptation to the Commmunily's Common Agricultural Policy, The
parties ensure identieal treatmenl to iheir imports from ihird countries, since
EUT and Turkey constitute the same custome territory in the trade of industri-
al produets,

AL, Some Details of Custom Union

1.2.1. Duties im imports from EU

Turkey abolished customs duties and charpes applied to industrial
produets imported from EU and EFTA countries, The arthmetic average of
the rates valid for these countries was 10 % and the average weighted mate &

% approximalely before abolition,
3.1.1. Daties in imports from third countries

After Turkey's involvemenl in Common Customs Tarff, third coun-
tries can get benefit of the low rates when they export to Turkey. The arithmetic
average of The rates valid for third countries in 1995 was around 15 %, and the
weightad sverge vvas elose to 11 %, Today protestion is as low as 5.6 % and
will further decline to 35 % as tha ELT appliss future Uniguay Round cuts,



3.1.3.Mass Housing Fund

Turkey was using The Mass Housing Fund charge on impors for ali
industrial products coming from any source before entcring to Customs
Tanff', As expected, aftcr their agreement they abolished ali these obstacles
from freer trade. (Similarly, this charge is scheduled to be relieved from the
majority of agricultural products before complete elimination in forthcoming
pericds.)

3.1.4. Sensitive products

The only exception to the applicalion ofthe Common Customs Tariff
to industrial imporls from thind countries concems a number of sensitive
products, The Assccialion Council authorized this exception in the Decision
Mo 2/95 fior a limited pericd of five years until 2001, Accordingly, rates high-
er than those in the Common Customs Tanff apply provisionally to imports
from third coumtries of motor vehicles, motoreyeles, bieyeles, leather cases
and bags, footv/ear and their parts, fomiture, chinaware and ceramic warc,
and bags for cement or fertilizers,

3.2.5.Processed agriculiural products

in the imports of processed agriculiural products, a system parallcl to
the onc applisd by BU was started to be used by Turkey, According to this
new system, the agricultural and industrial components of a customs duty are
taken sepamataly, Protection through individual Turkish rates of duty will con-
tinue for the agricultural component,

1.2.6. Preferential regimes

EU gigned with a mumber of third countries inelnding Turkey prefar-
cnlial trade agreements, According to these agreements, Turkey has to har-
monize iheir trade miles with EU until 2001, For this purpose Turkey had
signed free trade agreements with some countries in Central and Eastemn
Europe, Morth Africa and the Middlc East These agresments are very similar
to those signed between thess countries and EU,

3.2.7. Textile quotas

Bxport of textile products is the strongest industrial area for Turkish
economic competitiveness in intemational field. The signing of this customs
union with BU established a base to abolish ali textile gquotas affesting
Turkish exports to EU, Turkey had the obligation of adopting a similar sys-
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tem in her imports from thind countries, As a direct result of these agreements,
Turkev was led to apply quantitative restrictions or surveillance on imports of
textile and elothing products from 52 countries”

4. RECENT DEVELOPMEN TS

Turkey has watited to be a member of Burope for a long time, Now
we can say that Turkey may be winning this hattlc by a dramatic series of
developments that began at the end of 1999 and continues today, As a result,
Turkey is preparing itsalf to take a plage in the global economy wvith a popu-
lation of 65 million, in December of 1999, the International Monetary Fund
approved Turkey's long delayed economic reform program., At the same lime,
European Union accepted Turkey as an official candidate for eventual fuli EUT
membership, During the 19%s, mosl of the big cmerging economiss in the
vwoild had solved their inflation problems, Howwewer, Turkey just starled to
deal with inflation problem seriously starting wih the IMF program, Anmal
inflation has averaged 35 percent for Turkey during the last quarter of the
century, When vwe look at the past decade, the picture was even vvoma, For the
past decade the annual average has becn 72%, despite repeated prommises by
previous governments, Turkey has been able to sustain economic growvih at
an average 4, 2% rate Gver the past 20 years, Hovvever, the year-to-year fluc-
tuations from plos lo mimis have been extreme, Foreign direct imvestments
(FDs) and financial services are the other imporlant areas being affected by
the new program, When we look at the vvaiting list of ELT, vwe can see Cantral
and Easl Buropean countries before Turkey, On the other hand comparing
these countries wvith Turkey on the basis of FDIs we can clearly see that

Turkey has a big advantage,

Turkey's eligibility for accession to the European Union wwas con-
firmed by the Luxembourg Buropean Council of 12-13 December 1997,
Hovvever they exchided Turkey from the enlargement proceas, At this meoet-
ing the Council also decided to make a strategy to prepare Turkey for acces-
gion by bringing it eloser to the European Union in every field. in addition,
the European Council indicated that Turkey vwould be invited to participate in
the European Conference on the same basis as the other applicant countries,

To these results of European Council, Turkey declarcd that This vwas
a diseriminatory applicalion comparing lo other applicant countries, Turkey
stated that it vwould not participate in the Enropean Conference, in addition,
Turkey said that they vvere suspending political dialogue wwith the Union and
therefore no longer wihed (o discuas wvith il issues such as relations betvwesn
Greace and Turkey, Cyprus or human rights,

This lasi pars aboni ihe details is depending on
hElpe /wrwtyv. foreignlrade. gov T
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Om March 1998, the Commission preparsd a proposal of the
"Buropean Strategy for Turkey®™ as requested by the Luxembourg Buropean
Council, On June 1998, The Cardiff European Council welcomed the move-
ments of the Commission on further moves to prepare Turkey for member-
ship, and invited the Commission to prepare amy proposals necessary for the
strategy's implementation,

After the posilive approach of Cardiff European Council to the com-
mnication on the Buropean strategy, Turkish authorities this lime took a pos-
itive approach to EU, They sent the Commission a document containing their
reactions to the proposals contained in the Buropean strategy on 22 July 1998,
in general, the broad outlines ofthis document was carrying the parallel ideas
with Those of the European strategy,

Driscussions have started between the Commission and the Turkish
Authorities to decide on & work sehedule and the amangements for imple-
menting the Buropean strategy in September 1998, The Commission report -
ed to the Cardiff Buropean Council that they would submit at the end of 1958
its first regular reports on each candidate’s progress towards accession, "in
the case of Turkey, the Buropean Council noted that “the report would be
basad on Adicle 28 of the Association Agreement [Article 28 states that "as
soon as the operation of the Agreement has advanced far enough to justify
envisaging full acceplance by Turkey of the oblipations arising out of the
Treaty establishing the Community, the Contracting Parties shall examine the
possibilily of the accession of Turkey to the Community”] and the conclu-
sions of the Lixembourg Buropean Council”,"™

in the progress report of 4 Movember 1998 prepared by the
Commmision, it is stated that Torkey has almost everything of a market econ-
omy. Turkey also has a well-developed institulional and lecgislative frarne-
work, a dynamic private sector and liberal trade mles, According to this
report, Turkish economy has considerable potential for growth, Turkey
showved especially in the context of cusloms union that they have great adapt-
ability, Turkey has to be ready for more competition after becoming a merm-
ber of ELJ, That's why it is coneluded that these are the factors that enable
Turkey to acquire a viable market economy able to wvithstand the pressure of
competition,

in this report, it is stated that Turkey has the ability to response the
obligations of the membcrship, Turkey has shown its ability to adopt and
implement the bulk of the legislation stipulated in the customs union decision
by the deadlines, According to the report, Turkey has undecniably shown that

* hn: .
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it has the administrative and legal capacity to apply the equirements of the
custome union., Turkey has already begun the process of alignment to the
Community laws in most of the arcas identificd in the Buropean strategy. Cn
the other hand, there are much remained to be done panicularly in the field of
the intemnal market (inehading public contracts), agriculiure and the emviron-
ment,

5. CHANGES IN TURKISH ECONOMY 1N 2000

The role of stock market had taken an important place in Turkey's
imvesimenl culture in recent years, According lo the chairman and chiefexec-
utive of the istanbul Stock Exchange (ISE) Osman Birsen, ISE is one of the
fastest growing markets in the world, 1999 was the best year for ISE. The
jndex elimbed 240% in dollar terms, This was the best perfformance in the
world for 1999, and new domeslic and foreign investoms flooded into the mar-
ket, Foreigncrs have held 40-60% of the loating shares on the ISE, That share
has never fallen below 40% even in times of crisis like the emerging market
crash in 1998 follovving the problems in Russia, Howewer this picture dra-
matically changed after May of 2000, After May the index number and the
volume of irade in the market has fallen sharply, When we came to the end of
year 2000, ISE has started to cover its lass,

in 2000, Turkey has showing good signals when applying new eco-
nomic progam and preparing itself to EU, in OECD countries the ratio of
private pension funds to GNP averages around 40%, in Turkey a similar ratio
vrould represent an additional $80 bilion in institulional money, which would
offer strong supporl for sustained growth ofthe equities market here, in 2000
and the followving years of 2000 the new-and long-dclayed wave of majsr pri-
vatization projects are coming to market in Turkey as a factor that will bring
in hoge amounts of new capital. This general trend toward strengthening of
the private sector is Iikely lo lead to a new round of mergers and acquisilions
among Turkish companies and banks, too, as they position themselves to
meet more forign competition. Two of the couniry's largest conglomerat.es,
the Sabanci and Koc groups, are mmorcd to be considering a merger. And
Garanti Bank is reportcdly contemplating a takeover of Korfez Bank, which
specializes in corpomte banking ™

6. WHAT EU THINKS FOR TURKEY'S SITUATION and
HOW TURKEY REACTS TO EU's REQUIREMENTS

it may wvell be true that mamy West Europeans regard Turkey as unfit
for EUJ membership, However I can say that they are approaching Turkey

* McCRARY, H.. 8., Turkey Riscs 1o the EL1 Challenge”, Global Finance, Yalome; 14, Jsue:t,
Nerv¥ok, June 3008, p..ﬂ.ﬂ: enae
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subjectively because of its heritage from the Ottoman Empire, in this one-
sided approach also islam is the ancther problem whether Buropean countries
are saying this fact loudly or not. Among ali the current members and candi-
dates, only Gormmany has a bigger population at present. According to projec-
tions, if Turkey maintains its high birth rate, it will become mamber one by
about 2020, Fimst, let's look at the negative sides of Turkey on the road to
Europe, it has more farmers Than Belgium has people, Turkish economic
mambers arc not very pood when we compare them with those of European
countries, Income per head is only about a third of the ELT avemge, even on
a purchasing-power comparson that is relatively penerous to Turkey.
Inflation has put thres or four more zeros on its curreney notes than on most
countries’, Turkey almost went to war with Greece four years ago., its human-
rights record is not good, Mow let's look at the positive lights coming from
Turkey, Aging Burope needs eager and youthful workems, This can not be pro-
vided by Eastern Europe, but Turkey has plenty of Two million of them are
already in Western Burope., The big Turkish market already takes more
imports from the EU than do several existing members, When we look at the
trade side, we can see another advantage of Turkey, it has a sucocssful cus-
toms union with the EU, When we look at the income per capita fipures of
Turkey and olher candidates, we see that there is a clear diserimination
against to Turkey on this basis, Turkey's income per head may be low, but is
not much lower than that of Estonia, a front-ronner for entry, Up to now, the
plan pui by EU Commission and Turkey is working, Ower the past year,
Turkey's parliament has enacted various mman rights eforms designed to
appeal to European sentiment, *The govemment has booted military judges
oul ofits civilian courts, lengthened prison terms for those found gailty of tor-
tura, and made it harder for Turkey's zealous prosecutors to shut down polit-
ical parties. it has even agreed to stay the execulion of Abdullah Ocalan, the
captured leader of the PEE, until the Buropean Court of Justice nules on his
casza,™

According to BU member countries, the American administration
and the political cireles in the United States, and business cireles, undemstands
what EU countries are doing as far as enlargement is concemed. EU means
two basic strategic objectives for both ETT and the UTSA. The first objestive is
to create a Europe that puarantecs peace and stability, When establishing
peace and stability guarantesing demoeracy, rule of law, respecl of human
rights, and protestion of minorities are the basic concemns, Because Europe
has learncd lessons from their dramatic history, they have to establish fimst
thess to live as a lmman, The second objeetive is to create a market that is
Gpen and competitive, in this second objestive, the old communist countries
' McBRIDE, E., "Surecy: Turkey—Why Are We ¥¥aitig™, The Econoinist, Yolume:353,
Isme:EITd, London. June 2010, p. &9,
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in Eastern Europe are also concerned to give them a chance to cateh up and
provide their people with betler opportunities to make at least a decent living,
in this respect Burope is stili looking to Turkey with a doubl, European coun-
tries are watching Turkey on the basis of lmman rights, and the living condi-
tions of minorities, especially Kurds, "Turkey does not meet the political con-
ditions for membemship nor does it meet the conditions for beginning mem-
bership negotiations, We can only negotiate with a country that has a fiune-
tioning and stable demoeracy that has the mle of law, that is respeeting human
rights and protesting minorities, Everybody knows that there are problems in
Turkey, and themefor:, for Turkey to "begin the accession process, fundamen-
tal changes mmst take place in Turkey. in my view, we have to do that step by
step, We cannot ask the Turkish government too much, Ctherwise, il will not
deliver, and the process fails,™

However, Turkey has always had problems when applying its deci-
sions, If the new measures are to achieve anything, the government will have
to enforce them. For example, Turkey has always had lsws against torlure, but
torture is stili & big problem in Turkish prisons, Turkish political people are
trying to hide these negative sides instead of accepting and then solving thesa
problems,” VWhen Turkish parliamentarians inspeeting an istanbul jail recemt-
ly discovered a special beam used for suspending vietims during torture, the
povernor asked why everyone was making such a fius about an old stick, His
remarks did not even earn a repimand."*

Even Turkish citizens believe that the 'dcep state’ will meach to thessa
developmenls and doubtless resist any interference. EU has clear political cri-
teria for membership, ineluding a government frec from military influence,
and complete freedom of expression. Turkey has to show that it is at least
moving in that direetion, Om this road of course, Burope can make some aids
to Turkey if Turkey shows that they are serious to make required armangs-
ments, The ELT could help by releasing long-promissd aid, extending the cus-
tome union, However with so many other candidates competing for the
Union's attention, Turkey will have to do most of the work,

"The Europesn Union has offercd Turkey the opportunity to apply
for EU membership, with certain conditions, and Turkey has accepled. The
action came as the latest European Union summit ended in December with
seven countries being formally offcred candidacics for membership, Six,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia, had

GUTTMAN. R, ad YERHFUGPN, G.. "Europzan Commimioner for Enlagemment”, Enrope,
Isme: M7, Wishington, Jume 2000, p. 159.21.
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Esuc:5I7 4, huﬂm.m P- ISE-E



14 DML UPINAR UNIVERSITEST

alrcady lct the EU know They would accept the offer and have been working
hard to meet membership requirements, bt Turkey's position was lass cer-
tain, Any Turkish membemship in the EL is probably yeams away, if not at Icast
a decade,™"

7. FINAL WORDS

When we were preparing this paper, there were happening interest-
ing and important developments in Turkey-EU relations, Turkey has unstable
relations with some nations and peopie that are always behaving against
Turkey unfricndly, The roots of these relations, or sometimes I am calling
these relations as “cat-dog fights", are coming from the history of Ottoman
Empire, One year ago, EUJ pave some homework to do for Turkey . in this las
year, Turkey was preparing this homework and stili working on it. However,
EUl in Movember 2000 was trying to add some new works that are not nice to
Turkey to that homework,

After a lengthy meeting it was announced that EUJ foreign ministars
delayed the endorsement of the Accession Partnership Document regarding
Turkey until Diec. 4, At that time there will be another E1J foreign ministers
meeting, This delay means that uncertainty Gwver Turkish- Buropean Union
relations will contime until December,

These new issues are political and in Turkish foreign relations very
sengitive areas, Ome of the isues is the justice about the outlavwed Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PEEK) leader, Abdullah Ocalan, He was sentenced to death
penalty in Turkey and this problem is now in front of The Buropean Court of
Human Rights in Stragbourg, Turkish public opinion has indicated its desire
for the court to uphold the death sentence that was passed on him, There is no
surprise for Turkey about this issus, However there are two more issues that
are creating headache fior Turkey,

The fist one is very crucial on the developments of Turkey-EL rela-
tions, " The European Pariamernt loday accuscd Turks of conducling gemo-
cide apainst Armenians 85 years ago, prompting an angry reaction from
Ankara, which said the decision would shake relations with the Eurcpean
Union."12 Turkish government has reacted to this move very sharply. They
said that the European Parliasment or amy other parliament or country has no
right to cali Turkish povernment on this issue, Turkish povernment called this
kind of behavior as a big sarthquake in Turkey-EL relations, This issue is
very sensitive in Turkey and its anger can not be lessemed casily, Turkey
* Ancmynous. "EnrOpa: Turkey is Inviisd to Apply to Tain the EU Chib”. Weeld Trade, Volume 13,
Tssue:2. Febomry 2000, p. 1320
¥ REUTERS, Thursday, Nowember 16, 2000, p. AI3.
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denies accusations of genocide of Armenians between 1915 and 1923, Turkey
says that death lotal iz about the one fifth of what Armenians say. Thesa
deaths were causcd by conditions during VWadd War I and the collapse ofthe
Ottoman Bmpire, and coniend that they wwere part of general partisan fighting
and that ali sides suffered.

Another issue is Cyprus, Greece is almost abways against wwhatever
Turkey ssys, Turkey and Greece have unsolved issues sbout the Aegean Sea
and Cyprus, Turkish forces imvaded in 1974 in response to a shont-lived coup
that was backed by Greece. They rernain deployed as security for a Turkish
Cyprict state that has been recognizcd only by Turkey, in this inonth, BT is
trying to push Turkey on these political issnes, This movement is a surprise
for Turkey, Because in the last year cverything seems fine betvveen Turkey
and EU, Suddenly, something happened and the ropes betvween Turkey and
EU became very tide,

The reschation, part of a series of European Parliament assassmenls
of Turkish progress tovvand EUT membeship, also called for the vithdrnwal of
Turkish troops from northermn Cyprus, The addition of the Cyprus reference to
the Accession Partnemship Document vves beyond decisions taken in Helzinki
and Turkey vwould not accept any connestion betvveen reaching a solulion in
Cyprus and BEUN membership, There is no idea about the wvithdmwal of ELT
candidacy in the povernment, According to Turkish Foreign Ministry sources,
Turkey vwes vwaiting positive steps from EU side,
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