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Abstract: This study was carried out between 2009-2011. The aim of the study was
to determine Laurocerasus Duhamel genus grown in East Black Sea Region. With
these ecological and chorological studies on Cherry laurel belonging to
Laurocerasus Duhamel genus grown in East Black Sea Region was determined. In
this study Cherry laurel, with local names as “yabani, ince, kiraz, geg, vavul, yiirek,
karpuz, siyah, findik, beyaz, sivri” which grown in East Black Sea Region have been
used. According to our study 10 taxa of local culture and one original natural-wild
was observed and first time the Laurocerasus officinalis Roemer c.v. “beyaz
karayemis” was determined in Turkey. With this study, chorology of determined
taxa in Turkey has been shown by the grid square system.

Keywords: Laurocerasus officinalis, Distribution, Chorology, Turkey

Introduction

Laurocerasus officinalis Roemer, which belongs to genus Laurocerasus in Rosaceae L. Family
is origin of plant from Middle and Western Asia, South-East Europe and Anatolia. Nowadays it has
been used in many fields such as food, medicine and landscaping.

A lot of taxonomic studies have been carried out since past times and synonym have been found.
Synonym: Prunus laurocerasus L., Padus laurocerasus (L.) Miller., Cerasus laurocerasus (L.) Lois.,
Laurocerasus vulgaris Carr.

Laurocerasus officinalis was first collected in Trabzon in 1546 by French Pierre Belon and was
called as Cerasus trapezuntuna (Trabzon kirazi). The plant was took to Italy from Istanbul in the same
year and to Vienna in 1574 and was sent to France and England from there. Laurocerasus officinalis
which can take any shape by being pruned, has shiny, dark green leaves with white flowers which
don’t fall have been grown in parks and gardens in Europe since 1600 (Alpmar & Yazicioglu, 1991,
Anonim, 2004). Cherry laurel (Karayemis) which is also known as taflan on Black Sea coast have
been over many continents of the world. Spreading areas of culture forms of Laurocerasus officinalis
in Turkey is very large and especially, it spreads around Rize, Trabzon and Giresun in eastern part of
Black Sea side. Also its spreading starts from Ordu, Samsun, Sinop, Kastamonu to Istanbul (Ozbek,
1952). It is seen in coastal regions of Turkey with aim of landscaping.
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Figure 1. Chorology of Laurocerasus officinalis in Turkey.
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Eastern Black Sea region as research area is located on North-East of Turkey. The research area
has been carried out is located on Europe-Siberia phytogeographical region for plant geography. Our
study area contains A7 and A8 squares according to Davis’s grid square system which he has applied
for Turkey’s flora (Davis, 1965). This taxa is mostly found at the heights about 0-2000 above sea level
in Black Sea region (Davis, 1972). Fruits of Laurocerasus officinalis plant is known as “ Karayemis or
Laz Kiraz1” in Black Sea region (Ozbek, 1952). Material of research area consists of cherry laurel
samples collected in Eastern Black Sea region basin (Giresun, Trabzon, Rize) morphological and
chorological of these samples and ecological properties belonging to these.

Materials and Methods

This study was carried out between 2009-2011 in East Black Sea Region. In the mentioned years,
regular excursion has been carried out and data about morphological, chorological, phenological and
ecological properties of Laurocerasus officinalis in Eastern Black Sea region have been collected.

Results

For the first time, natural and cultivar forms of the taxon of Laurocersus officinalis have been
done and localities have been determined. Distributions of determined taxa have been shown as
chorological on the maps.Upper and lower altitude tolerance limits of sample areas have been
determined. Bioclimate layers, soil analysis, soil structure, temprature, humidity and flowering and
vegetation of taxa have been determined.

Cherry laurel of which analysis have been done, have been kept in VANF herbarium as
herbarium material. As a result of our study, we have determined that there are natural and wild forms
of Laurocerasus officinalis together with Rhododendron generally in Picea ssp. and Fagus ssp. forest
deeps. It has been determined that there are ecological spreads up to 2000 m.

After the study, 10 cultuvar variety and one of which is original naturel-wild have been
determined. Total 11 taxa.

Natural-wild: Laurocerasus officinalis

Cultivar: Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “kiraz karayemisi”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “ge¢ karayemis”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “vavul karayemisi”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “yiirek karayemigi”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “karpuz karayemisi”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “siyah karayemig”
Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “findik karayemis”
. Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “beyaz karayemis”
10. Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “sivri karayemis”
11. Laurocerasus officinalis cv. “ince karayemis”
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1. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis ‘orginal natural-wild’

Localite : A7 Trabzon; Diizkoy, Akcaabat.
Altitude : 1200 - 2000 m.
Phenology : VL

2. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘kiraz karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A7 Trabzon; Yomra, Arsin, Kopriibasi.
Altitude :20-1000 m.
Phenology : V.

3. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘ge¢ karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A7 Giresun; Eynesil, Gorele, Canakgi.
Altitude : 600 -1500 m.
Phenology : VL.

4. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘vavul karayemisi’ F. O.
Localite : A7 Trabzon; Carsibasi, Vakfikebir, Besikdiizii.
Altitude : 650 -1400 m.
Phenology 1 V.

5. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘yiirek karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A8 Rize; Giineysu, lyidere, Derepazari.
Altitude : 750 — 1600 m.
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Phenology :IV.

6. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘karpuz karayemis’F. O.
Localite : A8 Rize; Merkez, Cayeli.
Altitude : 100 —400 m.
Phenology 1 V.

7. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘siyah karayemis’F. O.
Localite : A7 Trabzon; Akgaabat, Diizkdy.
Altitude :350-650 m.
Phenology IV,

8. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘findik karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A7 Trabzon; Vakfikebir, Tonya.
Altitude : 140 — 400 m.
Phenology 1 V.

9. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘beyaz karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A8 Trabzon; Siirmene, Hayrat, Dernekpazart.
Altitude :300 - 800 m.
Phenology : V.

10. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘sivri karayemis’F. O.
Localite : A8 Trabzon; Diizkdy, Akcaabat.
Altitude : 1200 — 2000 m.
Phenology : VL

11. Chorology: Laurocerasus officinalis c.v. ‘ince karayemis’ F. O.
Localite : A8 Trabzon; Siirmene, Arakli, Hayrat
Altitude : 400 — 600 m.
Phenology IV,

Discussion and Conclusion

As a result, a taxonomic study on natural and cultuvar forms of Laurocerasus officinalis has
been carried out for the first time. Natural and wild forms of Laurocerasus officinalis have been
determined for the first time with this study. Also 11 forms in cultuvar forms as taxonomic have been
determined for the first time. After studies, “beyaz karayemis” has been determined for the first time
as local cultural variety. Also with this taxonomic study, chorological of Laurocerasus officinalis have
been determined for the first time.
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