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ABSTRACT 

 
This paper reports the presence of new 
striped piggy, Pomadasys stridens 
specimens in the Turkish Aegean Sea. 
Four specimens, measuring between 136 
and 140 mm in TL, were captured off 
Marmaris coast, Muğla in southern 
Aegean Sea on 16 March 2018. This short 
paper presents second record of the fish in 
the Aegean Sea that indicates beginning of 
its established population in the area. 
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ÖZET 
 

Bu makale, Ege Denizi’nde yeni Pomadasys stridens bireylerinin bulunuşunu rapor 
etmektedir. 16 Mart 2018 tarihinde 136 ve 140 mm arasında total boyda ölçülen dört birey 
güney Ege Denizi’nde  Marmaris kıyıları (Muğla) açığından yakalanmıştır. Bu kısa 
makale, Ege Denizi’nde bunların populasyonunun yerleşmeye başladığını gösteren ikinci 
kaydını sunmaktadır. 
 
Anahtar sözcükler: Pomadasys stridens, bulunuş, ölçüm, Marmaris, Ege Denizi 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Striped piggy, Pomadasys stridens 
(Forsskål, 1775) is one of the five 
Haemulid fish, however, single Lessepsian 
migrant in the Mediterranean Sea (Froese 
and Pauly, 2018). It inhabits coastal waters 
and swims in schools over sandy substrates 
to a maximum depth of 25 m (Golani, et al. 
2006; Froese and Pauly, 2018). It feeds on 
demersal invertebrates, spawning season is 
in spring and summer, and its eggs and 
larvae are planktonic (Golani et al. 2006). 
Pomadasys stridens is known from the 
Indian Ocean; Red Sea, off South Africa, 
off Western India and from the East Africa 
to Mozambique to the Arabian Gulf 
(Golani et al., 2002; Froese and Pauly 
2018). It entered the Mediterranean from 
the Red Sea via the Suez Canal, where it is 
found from the Gulf of Iskenderun, Turkey 
to Egypt (Golani et al. 2006).  
In the Mediterranean Sea, P. stridens has 
been recorded for the first time in the Gulf 
of Genoa, Italy by Torchio in 1969 (Golani 
et al. 2002). It was later recorded by Ben-
Tuvia (1976) in Bardawil Lagoon, Egypt. 
Recently, it has been recorded from 
Yumurtalık Bay, Iskenderun, Turkey (n=6; 
TL range: 133-158 mm) on 18 October 
2009 (Bilecenoğlu et al. 2009); from Israel 
coasts (n=18; TL range: 69-145 mm) in 
2008-2011 (Edelist, 2014); from 
Iskenderun Bay (n=335; TL range: 76-177 
mm) in 2011-2012 (Ergüden et al., 2015); 
from Cape Greco, Cyprus (n=1; TL: 149 
mm) on 20 September 2014 (Iglésias and 
Frotté, 2015); from Bitter Lakes in Suez 

Canal, Egypt (TL range: 70-199 mm) 
between January 2013 and January 2014 
(El-Azim et al., 2017); from Gökova Bay 
(n=1; TL: 130 mm) on 03 November 2015 
(Akyol and Ünal, 2016) and this was the 
first record of P. stridens in the Aegean 
Sea. 
 
2. MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 
On 16 March 2018, four specimens of P. 
stridens (Figure 1) was captured by a 
trammel net, targeted red mullets, from 
Marmaris Bay, SE Aegean Sea (36°50’.00 
N - 28°15’.00 E) at a depth of 12 m. The 
specimens were fixed in 5% formaldehyde 
solution and stored in the fish collection of 
the Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University, 
Fisheries Faculty (MUSUM/PIS/2018-2). 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Pomadasys stridens, caught 
from Marmaris Bay, SE Aegean Sea (ref. 
MUSUM/PIS/2018-2) (Photograph: T. 
Çoker) 
 
 
 



Akyol and Çoker, Turkish Journal of Maritime and Marine Sciences, 4(2): 163-166 
 

165  

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The specimen was measured to the nearest 
millimeter (Table 1). All determined 
measurements, and color patterns are in 
accordance with the descriptions of Ben-
Tuvia and McKay (1986), Golani et al. 
(2002, 2006), Bilecenoğlu et al. (2009), 
Akyol and Ünal (2016) and Froese and 
Pauly (2018). 
The recent records show that P. stridens 
especially settled in north-eastern 

Mediterranean coasts of Turkey. However, 
one specimen found in Cape Greco, 
Cyprus (Iglésias and Frotté, 2015) and the 
recent two records (Akyol and Ünal, 2016 
and this study) from the Aegean Sea also 
show that P. stridens is advancing 
westward step by step. Therefore, this 
short paper presents additional record of 
the fish in the Aegean Sea that indicates 
beginning of its established population in 
the area. 
 

 
Table 1. Morphometric measurements, ratios and counts of Pomadasys stridens, captured 
from Marmaris Bay, SE Aegean Sea 
 
Specimens 1 2 3 4 
 
Measurements 

Size 
(mm) 

Proportion 
% 

Size 
(mm) 

Proportion 
% 

Size 
(mm) 

Proportion 
% 

Size 
(mm) 

Proportion 
% 

Total length (TL) 136  136  140  137  
Standard length (SL) 116 85.3 TL 116 85.3 TL 125 89.3 TL 117 85.4 TL 
Maximum body depth 34 25.0 TL 34 25.0 TL 37 26.4 TL 33 24.1 TL 
Pre-dorsal fin length 33 24.3 TL 33 24.3 TL 36 25.7 TL 35 25.5 TL 
Pre-pelvic length 34 25.0 TL 33 24.3 TL 35 25.0 TL 34 24.8 TL 
Pre-anal fin length 76 55.9 TL 76 55.9 TL 79 56.4 TL 76 55.5 TL 
Head length (HL) 32 23.5 TL 33 24.3 TL 36 25.7 TL 32 23.4 TL 
Eye diameter 9 28.1 HL 9 27.3 HL 10 27.8 HL 10 31.3 HL 
Preorbitary length 9 28.1 HL 9 27.3 HL 10 27.8 HL 9 28.1 HL 
Counts     
1st Dorsal fin rays XII XII XII XII 
2nd Dorsal fin rays 13 14 13 13 
Anal fin rays III+8 III+8 III+8 III+8 
Pectoral fin rays 16 16 17 16 
Ventral fin rays I+5 I+5 I+5 I+5 
Weight (g) 39 36 41 36 
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