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The Family of Lillis from Nikaia

Abstract: In this article one unpublished (no. 1) and two published (nos. 2-3) Greek inscriptions
from the territory of Nikaia are presented and compared. Inscriptions no. 2-3 were published in
INikaia by S. Sahin. The new inscription (no. 1) still remains in the field. All the inscriptions are
grave monuments erected for the members of the family of Lillis. From the information provided
by inscription no. 1 four new members Apellinarios (16), Gauros (17), Aristainetos (18) and Iuli-
anos (19) can be assigned to the family.
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Lillis and his family are known from two inscriptions which have been published and are referred in
this article (see below nos. 2-3). The unpublished inscription no. 1 was found in the old school yard in
Kiire, Sogiit, Bilecik in the territory of Nikaia. The published inscriptions nos. 2 and 3 were found in
the abandoned Greek village of Akgcasehir, located between Bilecik and Ségiit. There is little distance
between Akgasehir and Kiire, so this block of stone carrying inscription no. 1, was probably moved
from Akgasehir to Kiire. In the investigation related below each family member who is mentioned in
these inscriptions is given a number, to distinguish them in the translations and the family tree provid-
ed in Fig. 1.

No. 1. Epitaph of Apollonios and his son Apellinarios

Rectangular block of limestone. Find-Spot: Kiire/S6giit/Bilecik. Still in the old school yard in Kiire,
Sogiit, Bilecik. On the front a roughly carved rectangular frame, in which a Greek inscription of 9 lines
is carved. Broken at left top. Letters are worn as the stone has been eroded over time.

H: 76 cm; W: 85 cm; D: 38 cm; L: 2,5 cm.
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Andromachos (2) and Aphphous (3), sons of Lillis, for their brother Apollonios (4), lived for 42

years, and his son Apellinarios (16), lived for 5 years, Andromachos (2) for himself while he was
still alive, with contributions from his nephews Aristainetos (11) and Chrestos (12), his sons Gauros
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(17), Aristainetos (18) and Iulianus (19), set up in memory, farewell!

Date: The epitaph belonging to the family of Lillis has no certain date. However the inscription could
be dated to before 212 A.D. because the family members have not taken the gentilicum of Aurelius/a.

L. 1: The name A@@oig is in inscriptions no. 2 and 3. This name has similar forms such as: Angovg,
Agovg.!

L. 1-2: AiA\g, also in inscriptions nos. 2 and 3, is a masculine name of Thracian origin.? The female
names A\\ia and AiM\a,? are from Bithynia, having a similar etymology to the male name Ail\.

L. 3: The name AneA\vdpiog is attested only in Nikaia. This name is found in three inscriptions in
addition to this inscription.*

L. 5-8: The formulation cvvrapdvtwv devog kai Setvog kTA. is also known from an epitaph found in
Goyniik;> compare no. 2, I. 5. For the name F'avpog s. Robert 1940, 127-131; Robert 1946, 139-141.
Cf. also Uzunoglu 2015, 408, no. 6.

This inscription indicates that Andromachos and Aphphous, sons of Lillis, for their brother Apollonios
and his son Apellinarios and Andromachos for himself erected a grave monument.

2. Epitaph of Aristoteles and Memnon
Stele; Find-Spot: Akeasehir/Bilecik.
Ed.: Mordtmann 1887, 182-183 no. 14; INikaia 1356.
Avdpopaxog kai (Adpeodg kai Amol[A]w-
2 viogoi Aileog avéotnoav ade(\)po-

i AptototéAn kat Mépvovt kal T-

! Detschew 1957, 20-21; Robert 1963, 154; Zgusta 1964, 78-79.

2 Robert 1960, 374; Zgusta 1964, 271. For Thracian names in Bithynia s. Ozlem Aytaglar 2010, 521-525.
3 Perdrizet 1900, 302 no. 3 1. 2; IKlaudiou Polis 78; Detschew 1957, 276.

4 INikaia 1104, 1509, 1579.

5 INikaia 1288 1. 6-7.
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Andromachos (2), Aphphous (3) and Apollonios (4), sons of Lillis (1) set up (this monument) for their broth-

ers Aristoteles (5) and Memnon (6) and their wives Chrestai (8-9), with contributions from their sons Aris-
tainetos (11) and Chrestos (12), Andromachos (2) for his wife Eia (7) in memory, farewell!

L. 5: Mordtmann (1887, 182-183 no. 14) completes the letters ZINITAONTOX in the fifth line of the
anonymous copy of the inscription as o[v]v[teA]o[D]vtog. On the other hand, S. $ahin (INikaia 1356)
considers this word could be completed as ovvnd(pyovtog or ovvra(pydvtwy. Consequently, taking the
subjects into account, the participium must be written in the masculine genitive plural; as inscription no.
1, 1. 5 clearly points out.

3. Epitaph of Aphphous and His Daughter and Son
Marble Plaque; Find-Spot: Akgasehir/Bilecik.
Ed.: INikaia 1401.
A@@poddt Aileog {roavtt
2 [E]tn v’ kal TovAia (?) 0 Buyat[pi]
{nodon & 1’ kal ATOA-
4 Aoviot @ vie (oavtt €[ty —]
kal Aptotaivetog Aptototéhov
6  «xai Xpfiotog Méuvovog kai
Avdpopdyov kol AToAAw-
8  viov kai [IONO®I kat Angod|[g]
viog avtod kai Xprotn Ilo-
10  oedwviov 1| oVuPrlog adtod

UvAUngG xaptv- Xaipe.

For Aphphous (3), son of Lillis (1), lived for 50 years, and his daughter Tulia (13), lived for 17 and his son
Apollonios (14), lived for - , his wife Chreste (10), daughter of Poseidonios set up with Aristainetos (11), son
of Aristoteles (5) and Chrestos (12), son of Memnon (6), Andromachos (2) and Apollonios (4) and - - - - - in
memory, farewell!

The stemma of the family in accord with the inscriptions already published (Nos. 2-3) can be extended
with the four new people mentioned in the new inscription above (no. 1). Amongst these, Apellinarios
(16) is son of Apollonios (4), the other three people [Gauros (17), Aristainetos (18) and Iulianus (19)]
are the sons of Andromachos (2).¢ From this new data, the stemma of the family is as follows in Fig. 1.

¢ Nevertheless with of viol adT0od, mentioned after Gauros, Aristainetos and Iulianos, the intended person is maybe
the dead Apollonios, but it is more likely that the father of the three children is Andromachos, whose name is read in
the fourth line.
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Fig. 1) The Family of Lillis from Nikaia
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Ozet

Nikaia’dan Lillis’in Ailesi
Bu makalede biri yeni (no. 1) ikisi yayimli (no. 2-3) olmak tizere Lillis ailesine ait i¢ mezar yazit1 tani-
tilmakeadir. Bu mezar yazitlari Nikaia teritoryumunda ele ge¢mistir. Aileye ait dnceden bilinen iki yazit
(no. 2-3) S. Sahin tarafindan (INikaia) ele alinmig ve bir soy agact olusturulmusgtur. Yeni yazitta (no. 1)
Lillis’in ogullar1 Andromakhos ve Aphphous’un kardesleri Apollonios ve onun oglu Apellinarios i¢in ve
ayni zamanda Andromakhos’un kendisi i¢in bir mezar anit1 yaptirdigindan soz edilmektedir. Bu yazitn
diger iki yazittan (no. 2-3) bilinen aile iiyelerinin disinda dért yeni {iyeden soz etmesi aileye ait soy
agacinin genisletilmesine olanak saglamaktadur.
Yazitlarin gevirileri soyledir:
No. 1: Lillis'in (1) ogullar: Andromakhos (2) ve Aphphous (3) kardesleri 42 yil yasayan Apollonios (4) ve
onun oglu 5 yil yasayan Apellinarios (16) icin, Andromakhos (2) heniiz hayattayken kendisi icin anilar:
vesilesiyle ve yegenleri Aristainetos (11) ve Khrestos (12), ogullar: Gauros (17), Aristainetos (18) ve Iulia-
nosun (19) katkilar: ile yaptirdilar. Saglicakla!
No. 2: Lillisin (1) ogullar: Andromakhos (2), Aphphous (3) ve Apollonios (4) (mezar anitini) kardesleri
Aristoteles (5) ve Memnon'un (6) ve onlarin esleri Khrestelerin (8-9) anisina, ogullar: Aristainetos (11) ve
Khrestos un (12) yardimlartyla, ve Andromakhos (2) kendi esi Eia'nin (7) anisina yaptirdilar. Saglicakla!
No. 3: Lillis (1) oglu 50 yil yasayan Aphphous’un (3) ve kizi 17 yil yasayan Iulia nin (13) ve --- yil yasayan
oglu Apollonios’un (14) anilarma Aristoteles (5) oglu Aristainetos (11) ve Memnon (6) oglu Khrestos (12),
Andromakhos (2) ve Apollonios (4) ve - - - - - ile birlikte, kendi oglu Aphphous (15) ve kendi hayat arkada-
s, Poseidonios’un kizi Khreste (10) (yaptirdilar). Saglicakla!

Anahtar Sozciikler: Bithynia; Nikaia; Mezar Yazit; Lillis; Aile.
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