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Abstract

The national security policy of Iran is challenged by the simple interpretations,
such as religion, nationalism, ethnicity, economy and geopolitics, as important
factors affecting Iran's goals and tactics in relation to the outside world, as well
as the agendas of key security institutions and the aspirations of its leaders. As the
Iranian security policy today is unpredictable, this study focuses on the basic pillars
of national security policy, although the relative priority given by different leaders is
different, the theoretical framework the fact that the ruling is the basis of this study, it
is likely that these elements remain important factors that drive the decision-making
process of security in Iran, under most future governments imaginable in Iran.

Keywords: Iran, National Security, Revolutionary Guard, Iranian National Security,
Iranian Revolution.
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Iran's Power Structure

Mehrzad Boroujerdi and Kourosh Rahimkhani
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Figure 2.1
Iran’s National Security Establishment

Commander-in-chief Supreme Leader

Supreme National
Security Council

chairman

Ministry of Intelligence Ministry of Defense and Ministry of
and Security Armed Forces Logistics the Interior

| Joint Armed Forces General Staff ‘ Law
Enforcement
I 1 Forces (LEF)
Islamic Revolutionary Army of the Islamic ~120,000
Guard Corps (Pasdaran) Republic (Artesh)
~120,000 ~350,000
Army Army =
Navy Navy Pmmllne nt
Air Force Air Force clerics,
I others

1 1
Basij Militia Other paramilitary groups
~90,000-1M Numbers unknown

I
Jerusalem Force (Qods)
~1000 elite soldiers?

RAND ME521-2.1
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Structured Abstract

The national security policy of Iran products of many and
sometimes competing factors: the ideology of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, the Iranian leadership's perception of threats
to regime and order in the country, long-term Iranian national
interests; and the interaction between various political and
security institutions of the Iranian regime. Iran's national security
policy is to change the power structure in the Middle East, that Iran
asserts supports the United States and its allies Israel, Saudi Arabia
and other Sunni Arab regimes, and describes that Iran's support
for Shiite and other Islamist movements as and stresses that Saudi
Arabia in particular incites sectarian tensions and tries to exclude
Iran from regional affairs. Others interpret Iran as trying primarily
to protect itself from the United States or other efforts to invade,
intimidate, or change its regime. An attempt to strengthen Iran's
international standing or restore a sense of "greatness" that recalls
the ancient Persian empires. Iran's national security policy also
focused on trying to mitigate the effects of international sanctions
on Iran.

Iran uses various tools in its national security policy. Some
of Iran's common policy tools are common in most countries:
traditional diplomacy and general promotion of Iran's values and
interests. Iran has supported politicians and regional leaders. One
of the most troubling policymakers in the Middle East is that Iran
Directly supporting the armed groups, some of whom use terrorism
to intimidate or deter Israel or other regional opponents of Iran.
Iran's armed support for the Shiite-dominated allied governments,
such as the governments of Syria and Iraq, has exacerbated the
challenges of the militant groups The Sunni rebellion of ISIS and
al-Qaeda by provoking Sunni popular discontent.

The national security policy of Iran focuses on the Middle East,
including armed operations, the role of allies, and US military
activities. The Middle East, where Iran's various components are
intertwined and interact, Iran's foreign policy also appears to be
directed at influencing the policies and actions of the powers Such
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as those in Europe as well as Russia, which are active in the Middle
East - either as partners or as adversaries of American interests in
that region.

Iran's nuclear program has been a cornerstone of national
security policy. Iran has used nuclear dealings with major powers
to ease its international diplomatic isolation, try to develop itself as
a regional center for energy and trade, and explore new weapons
purchases. However, after the US withdrawal and the return of
the sanctions regime, National Security Policy There are major
challenges, where Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and hardline
institutions such as Iran's Revolutionary Guards oppose any
concessions to Iran's vital goals, but support Iran's reintegration
into regional and international diplomacy.

In general, there are many formal and informal institutions
and agencies that influence and participate in the drawing up and
formulation of Iran's national security policy, and researchers
believe that their quality is affected by the quality of the potential
of countries and the nature of their political system, and as far as
Iran is concerned, the making of national security policy is not
drawn by one person or one , But is involved in the establishment
of a number of institutions such as the Supreme Leader and the
President of the Republic and other organs and institutions, but all
share a single frame of reference is the supreme national interests
of Iran.

Iran's national security policy revolves around a set of strategic
principles, which in turn form the basis of its intellectual system.
On the other hand, it represents central and vital goals that it
sought to achieve and sustain, in a way that serves its policies and
strategies. Without it, Iran cannot present itself within a strategic
framework that supports its roles and ambitions, and these
principles are summarized in the following pictures:

1. To seek the religious leadership in Iran to export its revolution
and its religious system to the rest of the other Islamic
countries, and make the doctrine of "Shiite" is controlling the
other Islamic doctrines at the same time.
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To defend Iran's security against real and potential threats.

Protecting the political and constitutional system of the
country.

Confronting nationalist and separatist tendencies inside and
outside Iran.

Iran is the most politically, militarily and economically
powerful country in the Middle East, and even more influential
in managing regional issues and influencing global issues.

The use of the religious dimension, which has been inseparably
linked to the Iranian decision-making process since the 1979
revolution.

In addition to its Islamic aspirations, Iran's national security
policy in the Middle East, beginning in 2003, has focused on
armed Shiite groups. Indeed, through these non-state proxies,
Iran has helped extend its regional influence in Iraq, Lebanon,
Syria and Yemen.
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