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Taxonomical, hitooical and faunictical netes on Buprestidae
and Cleridae from East Mediterrannean ( Coleoptera)

S. Bily* O. Brodsky**

Summary

Two new species and one new subspecies are described: Anthaxia (Melant-
kaxia) scurra sp.n. from Turkey (Buprestidae), Ptosima flavoguttata metallescens
ssp.n. from Crete (Buprestidae) and Trichodes creticus sp.n. from Crete (Cleridae).
New syncnyme is proposed: Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) corynthia Reiche &Saulcy =:
A. nigrojubata rudipennis Obnb. syn.n. (Buprestidae) and distributional notes
as well as bionomical notes are given for some species of Buprestidae and
Cleridae including their host plants.

Introduction

We have a possibility to study extensive materials collected by many
collectors in East Mediterranean during the last year. This materials included
many hitherto little known and rare species and the collectors gathered also
many interesting information on bionomy and faunistic of many species.
Also our two collecting trips to Crete brought a rich material including new
species and subspecies.

It is our pleasant duty to express our thanks to the collectors who supp-
lied us with this interesting material and to Dr. F.. Onder of Izmir-Bornova
who enabled us to publish our results in this journal. We are also very
indebted to Dr. A. Descarpentries of the Muséum National, Paris and to
Dr. G. Scherer of the Zoologische Staatssammlung, Munich for the loan of
type materials which we needed for our woerk.
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- Buprestidae
S. Bily
Ptosima flavoguttata metallescens ssp.n.

This new subspecies differs from P. flavoguttata flavoguttata (Illiger)
firs of all by golden or copper metallic tinge of whole body. This metallic tinge
is more developed on head and pronotum than on elytra which possess only
very slight metallic lustre. Further diagnostic character- there is-a pronotal,
praescutellar depressicn which is more developed and more distinct but not
prolonged anteriorly in medial pronctal groove,

The typical subspecies, P. flavoguitata flavoguttata (I1.) has no me-
tallic tinge, pronotal praescutellar depression is less developed and less:
distinct but prolonged anteriorly in form of fine medial groove reaching
almost to the middie part of pronotum,

There are no further differences between both subspecies including
genitalia.

Holotype (& ): Crete, Lefka Ori, Omalos, '27.5.-1.6.1980, Bily &
Bredsky leg.

Paratypes: the same collecting data (22 ex.); "Crete, Lefka Ori Mis.,
Omalos, 3.6.1581, S. Bily leg. (8 ex); Crete, Ida Ori Mts., Nida, 10.6.1981, S.
Bily leg. (2 ex.); Kreta, Nomos Chanion, Omalos, 1600 m, 27.5.1981, J. Probst
leg. (1 ex.).

Holotype deposited in the collection of author, paratypes deposited in
the collections of 0. Brodsky and author.

Ptosima flavoguattata (111.) is a widespread species distributed: from
Spain through southern part -of Europe, Nort Africa and Asia. Minor: te
Iran. This species is extremely variable in pronotal and elytral pattern.
but-it has not been-possible to distinguish any-local :form or subspecies. 1
have studied about 2500 specimens from entire range of species but I
failed to find metallic form with large praescutellar- depression wherever.
except from Crete and it enabled me to describe this form as a new subs-
pecies.

Acmaeoderella (s.str.)) stepaneki (Obenberger, 1940) Crete, Lefka Ori,
Omalos, 12.6.1931, M. Slama leg. 1 ex. This rare, endemic species was:descri-
bed after one specimen labelled «Creta, Sfakia, 1938, Stépanek & -Matan leg ».
Unfortunately the host plant was not discovered.

Latipalpis (s.str.) plana (Olivier, 179) Creta, Lefka Ori, Ammudarion,
10.6.1981, M. Slama leg., 1 ex. New record for Crete. In.my revision of.
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genus Latipalpis (Bily, 1980) I mentioned the follewing distribution: South
Spain and France, Italy, Tyrclia, Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica. The oecurrence
of this species on Creta is very remarkable since this most eastern locality
is very far of the distributional area of L. plana. Anthaxia (Melanthazia)
corynthiag Reiche & Saulcy, 1856 Anthazia (Mel.) nzgroyubata rudzpenms*
Obenberger, 1938, syn.n.

A short time ago I studied the holotypu of "A. corynthia Reiche &-Saulcy.
Comparing it with the holotype of A. nigrojubata’ rudzpenms Obenberger I’ did
not find any differences between them and I ccnsider A. nigrojubata rudi-
pennis Obnb., 1938 to be a conspecific thh A. corynthia Reiche & Saulcey,
1856 and a junior synonym. :

Ar co'rynthuz is" distributed from the Cyclades through South Turkey to
Syria, Lebanon and Cyprus and it was very often mlssmterpreted and mixed
with-several species from ‘A, obesa Ab. specws group. -

Host plant: Pinus nigra, P. havlepensvi_s;

: Aﬁthaxi’c_z (Meidhtftaziq) scurra 'sp.n.’

Small, dark bronze, short and very vaulted species resembling A. obesa
Ab. As a matter of fact, there are no differenees between A. scurra sp.n.
and A. obesa Ab. except from male gemtaha which are, of course, quite
ditterent (Figs. 1,2). -

Head almost fiat, slightly wider than anterior pronotal margin; pubescence
of head short and whité; structure of head consisting of rough microstruc-
ture and an indistinct network of polygonal cells without cenfral grains;
antennae short, serrate from the 4th segment; the 3rd antennal segment only
shghtly serrate, as Iong as the 4th segment.

- Pronotum ,veny vaulted with fine. laterobasal depressions, iwice as
wide as long; lateral pronotal margins almost regularly rounded, maximum
pronotal width behind the middle; pronotal structure consisting~of longi-
tudinally prolonged polygonal celles with flat, indistinct central grains at
lateral pronotal margins; middle part of pronotum covered with irregular,
rugese structure with indistinct polygonal cells and flne ftransverse wrmklﬁs
on praescutellar part Scutellum small, trlangular

Elytra short, very vaulted 1.5 times as long as wide with rough but
lustrous grainy structure; humeral swellings small, lateral elytral margms
parallel at anterior two thirds and regularly rounded at apical thlrd without
aplcal serratmn and w1thout flat discal depressions.
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Male mesotibiae slightly enlarged at the very apex with several inner
teeth; male metatibiae very slightly incurved on inner margin before apex,
with very fine inner praeapical serration.

Aedeagus (Fig. 1) short and slender, pointed apically, parameras not
enlarged apically, '

Length: 4.0 mm (holotype) and 3.8 mm (paratype); width: 1.8 mm
(holotype) and 1.7 mm (paratype).

Female unknown.
Holotype ( & ): labelied «Hassa Beley, Asia Minory.

Paratype ( & ): labelled «Syrie, Akbes, C.D. 1891». Holotype deposited
in the National Museumn, 'Prggue, paratype in the collection of author.

Anthazia scurrg sp.n. differs from A. obesa Abeille by quite different
male genitalia which are slender and not enlarged in A. scurra sp.n. (Fig. 1)
and robust, conspicuously enlarged in A. obesq (Fig. 2) I studied Abeille’s
type material deposited in the Muséum National, Paris. Further but less
distinct diagnostic characters there are: somewhat shorter pubescence of
head and shorter 3rd antennal segment which is as long as the 4th segment
(distinctly longer than the 4th segment in A. obesg Ab.)

Phaenops chalcea Abeille de Perrin, 1895
Turkey, Torbah, Kiicitkagdere, 12.8.1979, 4 ex reared by Dr. F. Onder

from Pinus pinaster.
A very rare species described from Syria (Akbes).

‘Sphenoptera (s.str.) minos Obeziberger, 1919.
Creta, Lefka Ori, Omalos, V.1980 and VI.1931, Bily & Brodsky leg., 20 ex.

,The endemic species described after one specimen labelled «Kreta»,
Further specimens (10 ex.) were collected by Dr. J. Mafan in Ida Ori Mts.
(V.1934).

Development of larva in roots of Cirsium and Carduus.
Agrilus dualis Alexeev & Bily, 1980

Crete, Lefka Ori Mts., Omalos, 12.6.1981, M. Slama leg., 1 ex.; Crefe, Ida
Oti, Anegia, 11.6.1981, M. Slama leg., 1 ex.; Greece, Pelop, Krokfae, 17.6.1381,
M. Slama leg., 1 ex. All three specimens collected by beating of oaks.

' This species was described after specimens from Caucasus and South
Bulgaria. Meanwhile it was collected by Mr. J. Hladil in South Yugoslavia.
New record for Yugoslavia, Greece and Crete. This species is probably
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distributed also in Turkey but it has not been found there yet. Host plant
varicus species of Quercus,

Cleridae
O. Brodsky
* Tilus holtzi Hintz, 1902

- Crete, Lefka Ori Mts., Omalos, 27.5-1.6.1980, S. Bily & O. Bredsky leg.,
1 € , sweeping of steppe vegetation; Crete, Dikti Mts., Pefkos, V.1981, J.
Kratocvil leg., 1 &, beatmd of Quercus coccifera.

- This .very rare species has been konwn only from the type locahty Gulek
thc Taurus (Hintz,, .1902;, Corporaal, 1950). New record for Creta and Europe.
Further specimens studied deposited in the collection of aythor are labelled:
Anatolien, 30 km dstl. von Bingdl, 1200m, 20.6.1972, C. Holzschuh leg., 1 ex.;
Anatolien, tiirkisch Armenien, Prov. Artvin, Savsat, 3.-11:6.1972, C. Holzschuh
leg., 4'ex.

Korynetes cozxalis Reitter, 1893

Crete, Lefka Ori, Omalos, 27.5-1.6.1380, S. Bily & O. Brodsky leg., 3 ex.
(beating of Quercus coccifera). A very rare species distributed spora-
dically in Syria and Crete.

Trichodes creticus sp.n.

Head dark green with metallic tinge, of the same width (incl. eyes) as
pronetum; puncturation of head very dense, especially near eyes and mouth
parts; frons lustrous, slightly depressed, with slight medial, longitudinal ridge;
pubescence of head consisting of long and dense yellowish-brown hairs; clypeus
brown, lustrous, labrum black, semicordial margined with short and grey
hairs; maxillar palpi dark yellow, labial palpi black, their apical segment
yvellow-margined; eyes with very fine structure and with sparse pubescence,
projecting beyond outline of head; ocular incission with very dense punctura-
tion and with grey pubescence; antennae dark, segments 1-5 pale ventrally,
basal segment swollen, clubshaped with long pale pubescence; the second
segment almost spherical, the thrid one prolonged; segment 4-8 shortening
gradually; segments 9-11 forming large club.

- Pronotum distinctly longer than wide, dark green; pronotal pubescence
consisting of long yellow-grey hairs; pronotal puncturation fine and sparse
at anterior margin and denser and deeper at posterior and lateral margins
where punctures are far wider then intervals between them; basal part of
proncthum with lustrous medial groove. Scutellum small, semielliptical with fine
puncturation.
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Pro-,meso-and metasternum dark green with metallic lustre, with fine
wrmkles and punctures and with long, grey pubescence. Metasternum with
well developed sutura sternalis, without any structures in male.

Legs dark green with grey pubescence; femora of both sexes equal,
not swollen; tibiae with sharp longitudinal keel, metatibiae of male with
long and slender, almost straight, apical spine (Fig. 10); tarsi dark blue
green with pale ventral tufts, apical segment paler.

_Elytra of male subparalle], those of female slightly widened in posterior
half;. elytral pattern consisting of brick-red backround, two transverse and-
metallié dark green stripes and an apical spot. of the sams colouration;;
anterior transverse stripe usually anchor-shaped, not reaching lateral elytral
margins; posterior elytral ‘stripe narrowed at middle of each elytron, not
reachmg lateral elytral margms ap1ca1 spot large, reaching lateral margms
entire’ elytral suture dark; variability of the elytral pattern as shown in"Fig:3;
apical elytraf angle rounded in both sexes; punctuation of red parts of etytra:
sinall; ‘shallow and sparse (mamely at humeral parts) forming shallow, irregular
rows; structure of dark parts of elytra more rough, punctures are deep
and 1ntervals between them very small, almost wrinkled; elytral pubescence
consisting of short, dense, silver-grey hairs, which are darker- on green
parts . of elytra ,

Abdominal sternités metallic green with grey. pubeseence, all sternites-
red-margined laterally; two apical sternites of male with very wide red
margination, those of female completely red only penultimate segment: with
darkened med1a1 and basal parts (Figs. 12,13).

A«edeagus (Flgs 6,7) comparatively short and w1de' parameras - with
one»mded -hooks, without lengltudmal keel.

- Length: 8.5- 140 mm (holotype 10.5. mm); width: 2.3-4.0 mm (holotype
2 6 mm) o

Holotype ( & ) Crete, Klsamos env., 3.-5.6.1980, S. Bﬂy & O. Brodsky leg.
Allotype (9 ): the same collectmg data. '

. Paratypes: the' same collecting data (8 88, 15 §2 ); Crete, Lefka

Ori, Samaria, 27.5.-1.6.1980, S. Bily & O. Brodsky leg. 2 & ,19% ); Crete

" Lefka Ori Mts., Samari Gorge Nat. Park, 5.6.1981, S.Bilyleg., 23,19 )

Graecin; Kreta, Ydramia Kavalos, 1.6.1981, J. Probst leg. (6 33 , 3% );

Graecin, Kreta, Lefka Ori, 600-1000 m, Samaria, 2.6.1981, J. Probst leg.
2 &, 1%); Kreta, Paganetti (13"). :

L Holotybe and allotype deposited in the couecfcion of author, paratypes.
deposited in the collections of S. Bily, A. Olexa and author.
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Variability: manifested by differences in length and by shape of elytral
pattern (like in the most species of Trzchodes) Flg 3. The anterior transverse
~stripe ‘is rather invariabte, only in cne case it is reduced into two small
spots. Posterior elytral stripe is namowed in the middle of each elytron in
five’cases and it reaches fo lateral elytral margins 1n four cases o

Trichodes creticus sp.n. is related with Trichodes puncuatus vmdzfasczatus

"Chevrolat. Both spezies differ in the followmg characterlstlcs

Trichodes creticus sp.n.

Trichodes punctatus viridifasci-

atus

Length 8.5.-14.0 mm (44 spec.).

Last two abdominal sternites of
male with wide red margination
(Fig.12), those of female red, cnly pe-
nultimate sternite with darkened basal
and medial parts (Fig. 13).

Last tergites of female red, anal
tergite of male darkened apically.

Apical spine of hind tibiae of male
slender, almost straight (Fig. 10).

Elytra lustrous; puncturation .on

Ted parts of elytra shallow and sparss. .

Aedeagus short (Figs. 6,7); hooké
of parameras simple without lateral
carina (Fig. 5),

Length 9.0-17.0 mm (112 spec.)

Poanultimate sternite of both sexes
with narrow red margination, last
sternitz completely dark.

Last tergites of both sexes dark.

Apicalrspine of hind tibiae of
male robust, hook-shaped (Fig. 11).

‘Elytra matt; puncturation on red
parts of elytra deeper and denser.’

Aedeagus longer (Flgs '8 9
hooks of parameras with lateral ca-
rina (Fig. 4)

Ozet

Dogu Akdeniz’in Buprestidas ve Cleridae (Coleoptera) familyalan lze-
rinde bazi taksonomik, biyolojik ve faunistik notlar

Bu galismada Buprestidae familyasindan Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) scurra n.sp.
(Tiirkiye) ve Ptosima flavoguttata metallescens n. ssp. (Girit) ile Cleridae familya-
sindan Trichodes creticus n.sp. (Girit)'un orijinal deskripsiyonlari verilmekte, Bup-
restidae familyasindan Anthaxia nigrojubata rudipennis Obnb.in A. (Melanthaxia)
corynthia Beiche and Saulcy'nin yeni sinonimi oldugu da ortaya konulmaktadir.
Ayrica bu galigmada her iki familyaya bagli bazi tirlerin yayiliglan, konukgulari
ve biyolojileri ile ilgili kisa bilgiler de verilmigtir,
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Text to figures.

1 - Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) scurra sp.n., aedeagus, holotyps; 2 - Anthaxia
(Melanthaxia) obesa Ab. medeagus. 3 - Trichodes creticus sp.n. variability of
elytral pattern; 4 - Trichodss punctatus viridifasciatus Chevr., hooks of pararaera;
5 - the same, Trichodes creticus sp.n.; 6 - parameras of Trichodes creticus sp.n.;
7 - aedeagus of Trichodes creticus spn.; 8 - parameras of Trichodes punctatus
viridifasciatus; 9 - aedeagus of Trichodes punctatus viridifasciatus; 10 - hind
tibia of male of Trichodes creticus sp.n. (ventral view); 11 - the same, Trichodes
punctatus viridifasciatus; 12 - last abdominal sternites of male of Trichodes
creticus sp.n.; 13 - the same, female.
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